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GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1840. 



At a General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Canferance 
Church, held in the city of Baltimore, commencing on "****■ 
Friday, May 1, 1840, the Rev. Robert R. Roberts^, 
Elijah Hedding, James O. Andrew, Beverly Waugh, 
Thomas A. Morris, Bishops of said church, being present, 
Bishop Roberts ojpened the Conference by reading a por- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. After singing, prayer was ^ 
offered by Bishop Hedding. 

The Assistant Secretary of the last General Conference, 
Thomas B. Sargept, was requested by the President to 
call the list of the delegates present, which was done, and • « 
the following brethren presented the necessary vouchers ^ 

of their election, and took their seats, namely :— - 



1. NEW-YORK CONFEEENCE. 
Nathan Bangs^ Samuel Luckey, 

Phineas Rice, Nicholas White, 

Fitch Reed, C. W. Carpenter, 

Peter P. Sandford, Daniel Ostrander, 

Marvin Richardson,, ^ Jos. Holdich. 

2. NEW-ENGtAND CONFERENCE. 
Jotham Horton, Phineas CrandaU, 

Jos. A. Merrill, Frederic Upham, 

Orange Scott, E. W. Stickney, 

A. D. Merrill. 

3. MAINE CONFERENCE. 
Ezra Robinson, W. C. Larrabee, 

Moses Hill, D. B. RandaU, 

B. Jones. 

4. NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE. 
James Templeton, Charles D. Cahoon, 



S. Chamberlain, 
Jolm F. Adams, 



Tobias Spicer, 
Noah Levings, 
C. Sherman, 



Elihu Scott, 
Jared Perkins. 

TROY CONFERENCE. 

J. B. Houghtaliug, 
S. Minor, 
Truman Seymour. 



D^egafeM pre- 
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D|b!«P»«« P»- 6. PITT8BUEG CONFEBENCE. 

C. Cook, Robert Hopkins, 

T. M. Hudson, J. G. Sanson, 

George S. Holmes. 

7. ERIE CONFERENCE 

B. O. Plimpton, John Chandler, 

H. Kingsley, David Preston 

I John C. Ayers. 

8. BLACK RIVER CONFERENCE 
George Gary, S. Chase, 

G. Baker, John Dempster 

9. ONEIDA CONFERENCE. 

George Harman, George Peck 

* Elias Bowen, Z. Paddock, 

D. A. Shepherd, • 

10. MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 

• A. Poe, John H. Power, 

• Henry Colclazer, E. H. Pilcher. 

11. GENESEE CONFERENCE. 
Asa Abel, • J. Parker, 

G. Filmore, Jonas Dodge, 

A. N. Filmore, M. Tooker. 

12. OHIO CONFERENCE. 

W. H. Raper, S. Hamilton, 

W. B. Christie, L. L. Hamline, 

Jacob Young, J. F. Wright, 

R. 0. Spencer. 

13. MISSOURI CONFERENCE. 
Andrew Munroe, Thomas Johnson. 

14. ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 

P. Akers, H. Crews, 

P. Cartwright, John Clark, 

S. H. Thompson, J. T. Mitchell. 

15. KENTUCKY CONFERENCE. 
J. S. Tomlinson, J. Stamper, 

H. B. Bascom, .Thomas N. Ralston, 

George- W. Taylor. 

16, INDIANA CONFERENCE. 

A: Wiley, C. W. Ruter, 

E.»R. Ames, A. Eddy, 

A. Wood. 
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17. H0L8T0N COHERENCE* ^^SSP*** ''*' 

S. Pattoa. 

18. TENNESSEE CONFEBENCE. 
Robert Paine, John B. MTerrin^ 
F. E. Pitts, A. F. DrUkill, 

S. S. Moody. 

19. ARKANSAS CONFEBENCE. 
John Harrell, John C. Parker. 

20. MISSISSIPPI CONFEBENCE. 
Wm. Winans, B. M. Drake. 

21. ALABAMA CONFEBENCE. 

William Murrah, E. V. Levert, 

E. Callaway. 

iSt. GEQROIA CONFEBENCE. 

S. K. Hodges, L. Pierce, 

W. J. Parks. 

23. SOUTH CABOLINA CONFEBENCE. 

Charles Betts, Bond English, 

Wm. M. Wightman, Hugh A. C. Walker. 

24. NOBTH CABOLINA CONFEBENCE. 
Moses Brock, . J. Jamieson. 

25. VIBGINIA CONFERENCE. 

Thomas Crowder, John Early, 

Wm. A. Smith. 

26. BALTIMOBE CONFERENCE. 
Samuel Brison, S. G. Roszel, 

John A. Collins, H. Slicer, 

John Miller, N. WiUson, 

J. A. Gere. 

27. PHILADELPHIA CONFEBENCE. 
Sol. Higgius, H. White, 

Matthew Sprin, Levi Scott, 

Joseph Lybrand 

28. NEW^EHSEY CONFEBENCE. 
C. Pitman, Manning Force, 

R. W. Petherbridge, Isaac Winner, 

John S. Porter. 

The Conference then proceeded to organize* John A. 
Collins was appointed Secretary, James B. Houghtaling 
and Thomas B. Sargent were chosen Assistant Secretaries. 

Bishop Hoberts introduced to the Conference our be- 



f J&umal ^ Qmurd Conferences IMQ. 

^^|^Jg5^|^ loved brethren, the Rev. Robert Newton, representative 

aadA oanOBr- of the British Wesleyan Methodist Conference, the Rev. 

•****■• Joseph Stinson, President of the Wesleyan Methodist 

Conference, Upper Canada, Rev.- Jolm Ryerson, represen- 
tative irom Canada Conference, and Joseph Sowter, Esq., 
of Castle Donington, travelling companion of Rev. Robert 
Newton, each of whom addressed the Conference. 

John Early moved that the rales of order for the last 
General Conference be adopted for the government of 
this Conference. The rales were then read and taken 

^mnce' ^^«^ lip in consecutive order. The first and second rales 
were adopted, as were also the first, second, third, fourth, 
.fifth, and sixth articles in the order of business under the 
second rule. The seventh article was amended on motion 
of William A. Smith by appending the words thereto, " or 
a substitute," so as to read thus : << No new motion or 
resolution shall be made until the otie under consideration 
is disposed of, which may be done by adoption or rejection, 
unless one of the following motions should intervene, 
which nxotion shall have precedence in the order in which 
they are placed, viz., indefinite postponement, lyin^ on 
the table, reference to a committee, postponement to a 
given time, amendment, or . a substitute f and thus 
amended, the article was adopted. The eighth, ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth articles were adopted. The 
thirteenth, on motion of Wm. A. Smith, was stricken out. 
The remaining articles were severally read and adopted. 

^eon^er^ninS A motion by G. Filmore to reconsider the ninth article 

role, lost. in the order of business was lost. 

Henry Slicer and John Early offered a resolution to 

^Sto^e/SinS ^^ *® following to the rales of Conference : " When- 
TMsudnayB, ever one-third bf the members present shall <Iemand that 
Sk? re<^ the question be taken l^ yeas and nays, the question 
^^ shall be so taken, and the result recorded." On motion 

LaidontaMs. of W. B. Christie, it was laid on the table. 

KiOes entire The Conference then, on motion of Dr. Bangs, adopted 

the rales entire, which read as follows : — 

I. The Conferences hall meet at half-past eight o'clock, 
A. M., and adjoura at half-past twelve o'clock, p. m., but 
may alter the times of meeting and adjourament at their 
discretion. 

II. The President shall take the chair precisely at 4he 
hour to which the Conference stood adjourned, and 
cause the same to be opened by reading the Scriptures, 
singing, and prayer ; And, on the appearance of a quoram, 
shidl have tne jouraals of the preceding day Tead and 
approved, when the business of the Conference sk&U 
yxiKeed in the following order, namely : — 

1st. ReportSi first of the atandiag. asid then of the select * 
committees. 



AmitfA^ OenMl Cmfirme^ IBM, 

M. PatUiQmi tnsiMDrialfiu Aod aippeak. 

III. The Prestdent shall decide all questions of order, 
tuibjeth t6 an appeal to tlieConferettoa!; burt it case. of 
•aoh appeal, tke <|«estioii fehaH be ti^ea widuwk debate. 

lY. He. abaS appoint all committees not otherwias 
qpeeiaUy ordered by the Conference, favtt any member may 
decUike^ serviag en more ihaa one committee, at the same 
time. 

Y. AU motioaa or reaolutiona introiaced by Any: ttiem- 
ber shall be reduced to wiitingv if the Pteeident,. 8eei^ 
tairyt or any two members, reque^ it. > ^ 

YI. When a motion or resolution is made and aecottdodi' 
«r a report pretonted, and is read by the Secretsary, or 
Stated fay the President, it ahall be deemed, in posseesiofi 
of the Conference, but any motion or resolutmn may b^ 
withdrawn by the mover at any time beibre deeisioa or 
amelidment 

. YII« No new motion or. resolution shall be madA^untiT 
the enee under coiieideration is disposed of; whieh may- 
be done by adoption or rejection, unless one of the follow^, 
lag motions should intervene, whieh motions ahall faav^ 
pfeoedenoe in the - order in which they &re piacedi 
namely : . Indefinite poatponement, lying on the table^ 
. velerence to 9,_ committee, postponement to a given time,^ 
ametidmeiityor a substitute* 

YIII. No member ehatl be iatemipted when apeaking, 
ew^pt by the President, to call him ta order when he 
depa^s firemthe question, uses p«rsonalitiea or diecc!- 
epeetldl language ; but any member nay call the attentiba 
of the President to the snbjeet when he deems a speakfv 
out of order. And any membtt may explain, if he thioka: 
himself misrepresented. 

IX. When any member is about te speak in debate, or to 
deliver any matter to the Conference, he shall rise from 
his aeat and impeeilaUy addresa himself to the Piesi- 
deat. 

X. No peraoQ shall apeak more than twice ot ^e sdme 
' question — ^nor more than fifteen minutes at one timer, > 

without leave of the Cdnference: — nor ahall any person 
epeak more than once until every member ohoosiag to 
speak shall have spokeot 

XI. When any motion or reaolmion shall have pasdad, 
it shall be in order i&t any member #h# voted in tli*« 
majority to moi^e for a reconsideration. 

XII. No member shall absent himself fiiom the sei^ 
vioe of the Coalisrence wiiheut leave, unleAs he be siok, 
ot unable to attend. 

XIII. No. member shall be aUowed to vote on stey 
qO^tioa who is not withia the bat at the tifne when eoi^h 
4ad8tioiifia pat by the Preaidenty exoept by leave oftha: 
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Conference, when soch member bas been fiecessarily 
absent. 

XIV. Ererv member who shall be within this bar at 
ihe time the question is put shall gire his vote; unless 
&e Conference^ for special reasons, excuse him. 

Xy, No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of 
Disci^dine shall be adopted, untM it shall have been at 
least one day in the possession of the Conference. 

XYI. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and 
shall be decided without debate. 

On motion of Dr. Luckey, the bar of the Conferenoe 
was fixed. 

On motion of Dr. Bangs, it was resolved^ that when tb»' 
Gonfarence adjourns it adjourn to meet this afternoon, at 
Aree o'clock. 

On motion by Dr. BangSj the following resolution was 
adopted : " Resolved, That the Book Agent, the Rev. 
Thomas Mason, be requested to attend the sittings oi this 
Conference, and that he have the piivilege of giving lus 
optnibn on all matters relating to the Book Concern." 

Dr. Bangs offered the following resolution : ^* Resolved, 
That this Conference employ a reporter, for the purposes 
of taking down the proceedings for publication in the 
Christian Advocate and Journal, and the papers published 
under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal Church." 

On motion laid on the table till the aflernoon session. 

John Early presented a series of resolittions for the 
appointment of various committees, which were read 
through. The first resolution of the series was then read» 
and while it was under discussion the Conference adjourned 
to ineet this afternoon at three o'dock. 



iqppoint 



FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 1, 1840. 

Conference' met pursuant to ad^mmment, Bishop Hed- 
ding in the chair, and was opened with reading a portidn 
of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer by Brother 
Ostrander. 

A motion was made by Norvel Wilson to raise a oom- 
SSch^during mlttee to superinteitd the appointments «lbr preaching 
ODDference. . during the session of. the Con^rence. 

Moved by H. Slioer to amend by making the presiding 
elder of Baltimoi% District and the preachers in charge 
in Baltimore said committee. Carried, and the resolution 
thus ameinded was adopted. 

'On motion by John a Gere it was resolved, That the 
presiding elder be requested to attend the meetings of 
said committee to aid in arnwging the appointments. 

The resolution of Dr. Bangs, laid on the table till 
the' afternoon sesi^^m, was iidten up and amended by the 
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tion for em- 
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mover by appending the words, *' and that the expense 
therefor be paid by the Book Agents." A division of the 
question was then called for, and, being taken on the first 
iMranch of the resolution, it was adopted. After some dis- 
cnssipn on the second branch, it was also adopted, and 
the resolution as finally passed reads as follows : ** Re- 
solved, That the Conference employ a reporter for the 
purpose of taking down the proceedings for the Christian 
Advocate and Journal and other papers published under 
the direction of the M. E. Church, and that the expense 
iherefor be paid by the Book Agents." 

On motion of Dr. Bangs, it was resolved, ^< That the 
Secretaries be a committee to carry the above resolution^ 
into effect" 

The Conference then, on motion, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the resolutions submitted by John Early. 
The first resolution was read and adopted, in the follow- 
ing words : ** Resolved, That a committe'e be appointed, 
to consist of one member from each Annual Conference, to 
be called the Committee on Episcopacy, to whom shall be 
referred all matters relating to the Superintendents." 

A motion was made by John Early, that the delegation 
from each Annual Conference appoint its member of said 
conunittee. At the suggestion of D. Ostrander the mover 
substituted the word " nominate " for '* appoint." A motion 
was then made to strike out the word "nominate" and 
insert " appoint," which, after discussion, prevailed, and ia 
this form the motion was agreed to. 

The second resolution was read. On motion the blank 
was filled with the words, *• one member from each An- 
nual Conference." It was also on motion resolved, " That 
each delegation appoint its member of the committee." 
The resolution was then adopted, and reads as follows : 
** Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to consist of 
one member from each Annual Conference, to be called a 
Committee on Boundaries, to whom shall be referred all. 
matters relating to the boundaries of Annual Conferences.** 

The third resolution was read and adopted. On mo- 
tion the blank was filled with the following words : " one 
member from each Annual Conference, to be appointed by 
the respective delegations." The resolution as adopted 
reads as follows : " Resolved; That a committee be ap- 
pointed, consisting of one member from each Annual Con- 
ference, to be appointed by the respective delegations, to 
be called a Committee on the Itinerancy, to whom shall 
be referred all the acts of the several Annual Confer- 
ences." 

The. fourth resolution was read and adopted. Ordered 
that the blank be filled with " nine." Resolution reads as 
follows : " Resolved, That a committee be appointed, con- 
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lutings pf idnQ i^emb^Ts, t^ be called a Committee ^ At 
Sook Concern." 

The fifth reeoltttion was read and adopted, and reads a» 
follows : " Resolre^y That a eommittee be appmnted, to 
be called a CoQimittee on Missions, to whom iwaH be re- 
fei:red all matters relating to the missionarf enterprise.*^ 
Ordered that the committee consist of seven. 

The sixth resolution was read and adopted. Ordered 
that the blank in said resolution be filled with ^ nine.*^ 
Resolution as adopted reads thus : *' Resolred, That a 
committee be appointed, consisting of nine members, U> 
be called a Comm^tee of Education, to whom shall be 
re&rred all matters relating to schools and colleges.'* 

The seventh resolution was read and adopted. Ordered 
that the blank in said resotutioo be filled with ^ seven.** 
Resolution as passed is in the following words: ^Re» 
solved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of seven 
members, to be called a Committee of Revisal and Un* 
finished Business, whose duty it shall be to consider 
and report all matters that may be referred to them.*^ 

The eighth resolution was read. Moved bj D. Ostran^ 
der to amend the same, adding the following : '^ and the 
amount of moneys collected and sent up to meet that ob* 
jeet." Accepted by the mover, and the resolution adopted 
in the following words : ^ Resolved, That a committee be 
appointed whose business it shall be to ascertain the ex* 
penses of delegates to this Conference, and report the best 
means of defraying them, and the amount of moneys col- 
lected and sent up to meet that object.'' Ordered that the 
committee consist of three. 

The ninth resolution was read and ad<^ted, and reads 
as fdlows: '^Resolved, That a Committee on Temper* 
anee be appointed, to whom i^all be referred all matter* 
relating to that subject, to consider, and report them.** 
Ord^r^ that the committee consist of five. 

Bishop Hedding introduced to the Conference the Rev. 
Mr. Richey, member of the Canada Conference. 

Edward Dorsey, delegate from the Baltimore Confer- 
ence, appeared, presented his certificate of election as a 
qiember of this body, and took his seat. 

On motion of William Winans, it was resolved unani^ 
mously, *^ That the brethren from the Wesleyan connec* 
tion in England and Canada are invited to take seats in 
tlus Conference, and express their views as they may see 
proper on any subject before said Conference." 

On motion the Conference adjourned to meet to-morrow 
morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 
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SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 2. 

Conference met according to adjoummeiit, ani was 
opened with reading a portion of the Hxdf Scriptntes, 
singing, and prayer by Dr. Pierce. 

Bishop Andrew introduced to the Conference Bev, Mr. 
Howard, chairman of the Lolrer Canada Distdtt, Canada 
Conference, who briefly addressed the Conference. 

The following committees, provided for by previoos re- 
resolutions, were announced, namely ;-r 

1. ON THE EPISCOPACY. 



RarJIrAowardi 



of Com. 
VBport* 



SpiKopaey. 



Danid Ostrander^ 
J. A MerrUU 
E. Robinson, 
C. D, Cahoon, 
N. Levings, 
C.Cook, 
B. Q. Plimpton, 
G. Baker, 
Z. Paddock, 
James M*Mahan, 
G. Fiimore, 
J. Young, 
• A. Munroe, 
S. H. Thompson, 



J. S. TomliaMm, 

A. Wiley, 

T. K. Cad^tt, 
R. Paine, 
J. Harrell, 

B. M. Drake, 
W. Murrah, 
L. Pierce, 
W. Capers, 
J. Jamieson, 
J. Early, 

S. G. RoszeU 
J. Lybrandy 

C. Pitman. 



2, ON ITINEEANCY. 



J. Hddichf 
J. HertoB, 
M. HilU 
J. PerkLis^ 
B. Minor, 
G. S. Hoflmes, 
John Chandler, 
G. Gary, 
Ew Bowen, 
H. GiMazei; 
M. Tooker, 
S. HamiboBf 

P. Akers, 



J. Stamper, 
a W. Ruter, 

E. F. Sevier, 

F. E. Pitts* 
J. Harrell, 
W. Winans, 
E. CaUoway, 
W. J. Parks, 
C. Betts, 

H. J. Leigh, 
W. A. Smith, 
N. Wilhon, 
H. White, 
I. Winner. 



3. ON BOUNDAJRIEa. 
P. Rice, T. M. Hudson, 

P. Craniiilt H. Kingsley; 

B. Jones, 8. Chase, 

8. Chaibbeiin^ G. Peek, 

T. Seymour, A. Poe, 
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' A. Abel, 
W. B. Christie, 
J. Green, 
P. Cartwright, 
G. W. Taylor, 
A. Wood, 
S. Patten, 
J. B. MTerrin, 
J. C. Parker, 



J. M. HoUand, 
E. V. Lerert, 
S. K. Hodges, 
H. Spain, 
M. Brock, 
T. Orowder, 
H. Slicer, 
L. ScoU, 
M. Force. 



Petitkms, *c.» 
called for. 



XemoTial of Li- 
beria CoBfer- 



Beferred to 
Committee <m 
Episcopacy. 

H. sneer's mo. 
not to read pe- 
titioiui. 



Pelition from 
N. Tork on 
temperance. 



Petition from 
N. York oa 
aUvery. 

Standing Com- 
mittee on Sla* 
Tory appoint- 
ed. 



N. Toik peti- 
tion, referred. 

Memorial on 
alaTory from 



Petition on sla- 
▼eryfiom Fall 
Birer. 



Fall Eirez, for 
moderate Apia- 
copacf. 

Memorial from 
, New-England 

Conference on 

ateveiy. 



In conformity with the rule, the President called for 
petitions, memorials, &c. The Conferences were called 
in order from New-York Conference. 

Dr. Bangs presented a memorial from the Liberia Con- 
ference in Africa, praying the appointment of a Bishop to 
have special superintendence over that section of the 
work. Read and referred to the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy. 

On motion by H. Slicer, it was resolved, " That the 
member presenting a petition or memorial shall state 
briefly the subject of it, and, without being read, (unless 
required,) it shall be referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee." 

O. Scott, of New-England Conference, presented a 
petition from persons residing in the city of New-York in 
relation to the use of spirituous liquors. Referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 

Also a petition from persons residing in New- York on 
the subject of slavery. On the presenting of this petition 
J. Early moved the appointment of a standing Conunittee 
on Slavery, to whom all papers, petitions, and memorials 
upon that subject shall be referred. Adopted. Ordered 
that the committee consist of twenty-eight members, one 
from each Annual Conference, and appointed by ibe re- 
spective delegations. 

On motion, the petition from New-York was referred 
to said committee. 

J. Merrill presented a memorial from Springfield on 
the subject of slavery. Referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

P. Crandall presented a petition on the subject of 
slavery from Fall River. Referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

Also a petition from Fall River praying for a moderate 
Episcopacy, which was on motion read and referred to 
the Commitlee on Episcopacy. 

A memorial from the New-England Conference on the. 
subject of slavery was presented by O.. Scott,. which 
was on motion read and referred to the Comniittee on 
Slavery. /; ' 
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.-George H&nnan presented a pelMon from sasiqr 
vunisters and members of Oneida Conference, inraying 
alteration in ibe rule for ^ trial of members. On mo- 
tion, read and referred to the Committee of Revisal and 
Unfinished Business. 

J. Parker, of the Genesee Conference, presented- 
« ■ petition from Copely, Michigan Conference, on the 
4nibject of slaverf. Referred to the Committee on 
Slaveiy. 

On motion of Dr: Bangs, " Resolved, That a committee 
<^fiTe be appointed, to whom all matters, relating to Sab- 
bath Schools ' shall be referred, to consider moA report 
thereon.'' 

On motion of Dr. Bangs^ *^ Resolved, That the par»> 
graph respecting the trial of a superannuated preacher, 
chap. 1, sec. 18, page 63, foe amended as feUows: strike 
out all after the word '^ member," and insert the following: 
**He shall be held responsible to the Annual Confer- 
ence in whose bounds he resides, who shall acquit, sus- 
pend, locate, or: e^qpel him, in the same manner as if he 
vere a member of said Conference/' Referred to the 
Committee of Revisal, ^c. 

On motion of Dr. Bangs, ** Resolved, That the follow*- 
ing be inserted in chap. 1, sec. 18, under question 4t]i, 
page 62, after the first proviso: < Providing also that if 
Ihe Bishop presiding in an Annual Conference where any 
such trials are had dissent from said Conference respect- 
ing the guilt or innocence of the accused person, he ^all 
' have the privilege of referring the case to the ensuing 
General Conference for final adjudication.'" Also, ^ Re- 
solved, That the following be inserted in chap. 1, sec. 20, 
p. 67, at the close of answer i to question 2 : ' Provided 
that if the presiding elder differ in judgment from the 
Quarterly Meeting Conference concerning the guilt or in- 
nocence of an accused local preacher, elder or deacon, he 
shall have the privilege of referring the case to the ensn«> 
ing Annual Conference for final adjudicatiion.' -' Laid on 
the table for the present. 
.vOn motion of Dr. Luckey, it was resolved to reconsider 
tlie vote by which the resoluticm offered by Dr. Bangs 
proposing a change in the rule of Discipline fixing the 
i^sponsibility of superaanuated prsadiers, &o., had been 
referred to the Comnuttee on Revival, d&c. 

The resolution was then on motion laid on the table for 
future action. 

On motion of E. R. Ames, the Secretaries of Conference 
-wore ' ^constituted a committee to^ havts such documents 
printed as may be ordered by the Oonfevenfce. > ' ^ 

On motion of Dr. Bangs,;resoived to mertthe fbllow^ 
ing after ques. 8, chap. 1, sec. 3, p. 23 : "A supenittniei 



nemben of 
OaeidaQpote- 
•edce for alMr- 
•tton of DiMi- 



Cc^elj, Mick. 
Conflwnca^ 



Committee <|li 
Sab. ScIm ~ 
^tpointed. 



Resolntioa oi 
Dr. Bangs pro- 
p08ing[ change 
m Discipline, 
in reference lo 
responsibUitjr 
of8uperataniui«> 
ted preachers. 



Referred to 
Committee on 
Revieal. 



giving Bishop 
power to carry 
upcasetoOea. 
Conference. 



privilege tp 
eerry up erte 
toAnnnalOsw- 
ference. 



taid on thel» 
Ue. 

Dr. Bangs' 
resolution 
reconsidered. 



Secretaries » 
Committee |p 
obtain printiM 
by oraer m 
CaabmneB. 
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^^iSS?^ «i n^'preaDher who refuses iko go to the mA asstgaoi liun 

Mqn^mnen- by the proper autborittes of the chvrth, imleas in oaae ef 

^he l^wiMto *KskB6Bs OT otker Unavoidable eause or causes, ehall be 

^^IdS?^ considered gailiy of contumacy, and shall net be aUoved 

"'^^ to exercise the functions of his offiee or erer to preadi 

among us :^-«tNeveTthelesa, the final determinalion of the 

ease shall be with the Conference of which he is a 

member, who shall hare power to acquit or eopdl 

Laid OB the te- him, as the case may be.'' Laid cm the table for future 

'**®* aetion. 

Committee on ^'^ moUon of G. Peek, " Resolved, That the Commil- 
T^mpennce to tee on Temperance be instructed to lUTestigate the joor- 
5SSo?c<^^ nals of the seyeral Annual Confereneee, in order to 
encel. ascertam the state of the vote upoti the resteratiQn of Mr. 

Wesley's rule on the sale and use of ardent spinta, and 
report the same to this Conference ae soon as possible.'' 
Itefenea. Beferred to Committee on Temperance. 

On moami of F. E. Pitts, ''Resolved, That a eomttiit- 

toe of three be appointed by this Greneral Conferenee, to 

^toSlS^ "^ ^*^® ^^ consideration the sum total of the eentawurf 

fends. funds that have been raised throughout our bounds, and 

How they have been appropriated, together with any 

other sttbjeet connected with the centenary of Method* 

ism.'' 

saideoanomee On motion of H. Slicer, the Conraiittee on Cente^aiy 

< fastnicted. Subscriptions, ^c, wece instructed to report the amount 

subscribed and paid in each Annual Conference^ 
Secretary read The Secretary read the appointments for prenching on 

appointments. |jj^ »abbath- 

secretaiies to On motion by Dr. Bangs, the Secretaries Were requested! 
fo^h pro- 10 ftnittsh the Editor of the Christian Advocate and Jo«nPi> 
'^fiwwlSr n^ with the proceedings of Cmiference up to thattimc^ 

SSto^ wi ""^ ^^ ^^ ^^ V^ *^^ *® ■•^ ^ ^^^'^ Editors of pa^ 
JtoMMa*. pers under the direeckm of the Methodist Episoqni 

Church to obtain the acccHnt of the pioeeedings of <t3ii» 

body^ 
^ tvpfy Sevb On motion of O. Scott, ^ Resolved, That the committer 
TOMch!^'^^ ^ ^ superintend the appointments foor preaching be reiquestM 

to get Revv Mr. Newton' ta preaeh > a» often as possible 

dmiig his stay among ns«'* By a rinng vote onanimoualy 

adopted. 

. On ao^on^ .Conference adjowned to meet Mondiij 

morning, half-past eight o'clock. 

MONDAY MOBNIN?, JtfAY 4 

Coofeecpnoe inet pumtttst la adjonnment^ Biihep W^^ 

. in the chair, wnd w^aa opened with leadjpg a partieii. eC 

the Holy Ser^pttnes^ «l»9»g, ani inyes k^r &ev« T. 

pfe^idwr. •;■....., 



The President announced the following committees : — 
1. ON THE BOOK CONCERN. 

Msnrin Richardson, Wm. P. Raper, ^iSS?!?^ ^ 

Samuel K. Hodges, Chas, Sherman, .BookConom. 

Jno. S. Adame, Hemy Slicer, 

Thos. Orowder^ Augustus Eddjs 

David A. Shep^rd. 

S. COMMITTEE ON REVISAL AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Tobiaa Spicer, . S. Higgins, 

Geo. Harman, Wm. A. Smith, 

Jas. M'Maliaa, Elihu ScoU, 

Hooper Crews; 

3. COMMITTEE QN MI8SI0NJS. 

Samuel Luckey,- Matthew Sorin, 

John F. Wright, Thos. Johnson, 

^ V Bes^, M. Dr&e, Jonas Dodge, 

Wm. M. Wightman. . 

4. COMMITTEE ON EXPENSES OF DELEGATES. 
Oha^. W. Carpenter, Blond English^ 

Robt. O. Spencer. 

5. COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 

V Ignatius A. Few, . Robert Paine, 

Nathan Bangs, Geo. Peck, 

John Early, Edwin Dorsey, 

Henry B. Bascom, Edward R. Ame9» 

Wm. C. Larribee* , - . 

6. COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 
Jos. S. Tomlinson, Jno. Miller, n CiHninittee on 

Peter P. Sandford, ^ Geo. W. Walker, • T«nper«i,^.. 

Ambrose F. Driskill. 
7. COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

Fitch Reed, Jno. Clark, ^STSSoiT 

Moses Brock, Jno. A. Gere, 

Thos. N. Ralston. - ' 

8. COMMITTEE ON CENTENARY SUBSCRIPflONB. 

Jno. T. Mitchell, Jno. S. Porter, *cS^2£^ ** 

Geo. F. Pierce. sub^^m*^ 

The Committee on Slavery was also announced, and 
consiflts of the following m^nbers, riz. :--^ 

N. York. N, Bangs. N. H., J, TempletonV ^iSSS?** "• 

N. Eng., O. Scott. * Troy, T. Spicer. 

M!aine, D. B.Randdl.' Pitta., * it. HopkinF.' '' 
V 
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Erie, J, C. A76T8. HoL, 


E.F.Se?!^. 


B. River, Squire Chase. Tenn., 


S. S. Moody. 


Oneida, Geo. Peck. Miss., 


J. M. Holland 


Mich., J. H. Power, Ala., 


E. V. Levert. 


Gen., J.Parker. Ga., 


G. F. Pierce. 


Ohio, L. L. HanOiBe. S. 0., 


W. M. Wightmaa. 


Ma, A. Munroe. N. C, 


J. Jamies<m. ' 


lU., H. Crews. Ya., 


Wm. A. SmidL 


Ky., H. B. Bascom: Bait., 


S. Brison. 


Ind., A. Eddy. Phila., 


M. Sorin. * 


N.J., R.W.Petherhridge. 



SecrateiiasMe- 
porft on re- 
porter. 

OontiBiied. 

W. Otiters, 1. 
Cattle, B. <;. 
BaUey, T. K. 
CatleCt, uOce 
their seats. 



Society. 



Befeired. 

Memorial Bins. 
Society. 



BeliBrred. 

MoliOD topiflBt 



K. Baofs eoE- 
cused from 
voting. 

Secretaries to 
Imbody report 
to Christian 
Ady. and Jour. 



Memorial firm 
Webster sta. 
an sterery. 



A report was made by the Secretaries ia reference to 
the employment of a reporter. 

On motion of P. P. Sapdford, " Resolved, That the Se- 
cretaries make further efforts to procure a reporter." 

Wm. Capers, of South Carolina Conference, Joseph 
Castle, of Oneida Conference, Rufus C. Bailey, of Maine 
Conference, and Thomas K. Catlett, of Holston Confer- 
ence, presented their certiEcates of election as delegates 
to this General Conference^ which were read, and they 
took their seats. 

The President, in oonformity with the rule, called for 
the reports of committees, memorials, petitions, &c. 

The Conferences were caUed in order, from New- York 
Conference. 

N. Bangs presented an address from the Board <^ 
Managers of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Read and referred to the Committee 
bn Missions. 

S. Luckey presented a memorial from the Board of 
Managers of die Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church^ in respect to the office of the Resident 
Corresponding Secretary of said Society. Read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 

Moved, by O. Scott, to print the address and memorial 
from the Board of Managers o( the Missionary Society of 
the Methoidist Episcopal Churc^i. Lost. . 

By a vote of the Conference, N. Bangs was excused 
from voting on the above motion. 

On motion of H. Slicer, " Resolved, That the Seeretaries 
imbody the address and memorial from the Board of 
Managers of the Missionary Society in their reports for 
publication in the Christian Advocate and Joumai." 

New-England Conference.-^JoB. A. Merrill presented 
ft meotori^ from WdlMttr station, Massachusetts, on 
the subject of slavery. Refened to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

NeuhHm^shire Cot^emnee, — ^Jared Perkins presented 

a memorial fra^a membeis of t)ie New-Hampshire Coo- 

•' . . . ^ .... 
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foreace agaiirat the nde of diseipUne allowing Aiuinal 
Ckmfereiueea, in certain cases, to locate their raemben 
without their consent. Om motion, referred to the Com- 
nittee on Revisal and Unfinished BnstnesGT. Also, a re- 
port of the CoBunittee of the New-Hampshire Annual 
Conference oft slaTery^ Read and referred to the Oom- 
mitteeDA Slavery. 

> PiUskttrg Cimferetice^ — C. Cook presettted a commu- 
nication from the Publishing Committee of the Pittsburg 
Conference Journal. Referred to the Committee on Book 
Coi^cem. ^ 

Oneida ConferencB.-'^Joiiwt Dodge presented peti* 
tioBs from East Cayuga and Speedvtlle circuits, on ^ 
subject of slaToryi Refenred to the Committee ^on 
Slavery. 

Gienesee Conference, — G. Filmere jnresented a. memorial 
firom Genesee Annual Conference on slavery. Read and 
referred to the committee on that subject 

J. Parker presented a petition on slarery from the 
Quarterly Meedng Conference of Victor station. Referred 
to the Committee on Slavery. 

J. Dodge presented memorials on the sv^ject of slavery 
from Ridge way, Palmyn, Walworth^ and Poultneyville 
circuits, and Newark station. Referred to the Committee 
on Slavery. 

A]so, petitions praying such alteration in the Discipline 
as will allow the Episcopacy to continue a preacher in 
the same circuit or station three years. Moved to refer 
said petition to the Committee on the Episcopacy. After 
discussion^ and efforts at amendments, which failed, it was 
at length move4 to strike out ^* Episcopacy," and insert 
** on Revtsal and Unfinished Business," which prevailed, 
end the motion thus amended was adopted, and the petition 
accordingly referred to the Committee on Revisal and Un- 
finished Business. 

J. Padcsr also presented a petition of the same charac- 
ter to the one last named, which received a similar refeis 
once. 

A. N. Klmore presented petitions on slavery from Me- 
dina station and Sweden circuit, Genesee Conference. 
R^erred to the Committee on Slavery. 

lUmau dmfareneej-^i, T. Mitchell presented a msolu- 
lion of Illinois Conference in reference to the boundaries 
thereof. Referred to the Committee xm Boundaries. 

Ttnms^ep Cmference. — John B. MTerrin presented 
A communication from the Publishing Committee of the 
South Western Christian Advocaie.- Referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

Also, a petitioa in reference to tbe boundary t>f Tennes- 
see Conference. 



Against j 
conf 8 locating 
their meabera. 



RepMt'Oflfetr- 
Hampfthtre 
Conference on 
slavery. 

PtttiOwrg Om- 
ference Jou^ 



On slarei^, JIL 
Cayuga aaA 
Speedville. - 



«■! slavery* 



Tictor 
on sl&Texy. 



On slavery from 
Ridgeway, 4w. 



1V> allow Bisli 
ops to 8tati<Hi 
preaddexs Jbr 
three yeass. 



ReinMa to tkm 
Committee to 
Revisal, Ac 

For the saat 



On slavery from 
Medina sUtiOft 
and Sweden 
circuit. 

Resolation Df 
Illinois GoAf. , 
in reference to 
boundaries. 

PttbUsh'g Com- 
mittee Soutk 
Western dL 
Advtm^ ' 



Boundai7 < 
Tennessee 
Confereno*. 
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For dlTision of 
Mississippi 
OtmSetwce, 



ftelt. iSotifeft- 
■ince oti edu- 
cation. 

On New-Tork 

. Conf. resoln- 
Hioins. 



On N. SDglaiid 
Oonf. rosolu- 
tion. 



Petitionof J. S. 
Taylor, books 
lost. 



Comiminication 
ofW. Heath. 



^Memorial fnm 
Afntia. 

New-Engrland 
Conference 
boundary. 



> Invitation to 
, B. Newton to 
» preach. 



Same feiil»)ect. 



likenesa of B. 
Newton. 



EpiB<M»pal ' Ad- 
oveaa^ 



Biihop Waugh handed over several memorials add p^^ 
titioDs on the same subject. All of which were referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Mississippi Cor^erenee.^^B. M. Drake presented a pe- 
tition-praying for a division of the Mississippi Conference, 
and the formation of a new Conference in the republic 
of Texas. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Baltimore Conference, — Stephen G. Roszel presented a 
resolution of the Baltimore Conference on the subject of 
education. Referred to the Committee on Education. 

Also, a resolution of the Baltimore Conference, concur- 
ring With the New- York resolutions, asking the insertion 
in the Discipline of Mr. Wesley's rule with respect to 
spirituous liquors. Referred to the Committee on Tem- 
perance. 

Also, a resolution of the Baltimore Conference, unani- 
mously dissenting from the New-England Conference 
resolution in regard to slavery. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Slavery. 

PhUadelpkia Conference. — H. White presented a petition 
of J. S. Taylor, to be relieved from paying for books lost 
at sea. Referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

Bishop Waugh presented a communication from Wil- 
liam Heath. On motion, read and referred to a select 
commiUee of three, to report thereon. Also, a copy of a 
memorial from Africa, heretofore presented to the General 
Conference. Referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

P. Crandall, by general consent, presented a petition 
from the New-England Conference with respect to the 
boundary thereof. Referred to the Committee on Boun- 
daries. 

On motion of Wm. Winans, " Resolved, That the Rev. 
R. Newton be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to 
preach a sermon before this Conference on 'Wednesday 
next, at 11, A. M," 

On motion of W. Winans, *' Resolved, That the commit- 
tee appointed to superintend the appointments for preach- 
ing, have announced from the pulpits that this church wiH 
not be open for admission of the public on Wednesday 
next, tiU 10 o'clock." 

On motion of Dr. Bangs, " Resolved, That the Rev. 
Robert Newton be, and hereby is, requested to permit his 
likeness to be taken some time during the session of thi^ 
Conference, or, if more convenient, in the city of New- 
Yoirk, and that the expense be paid by the Bode Agent." 

Bishop Wangh announced that die Episcopacy wefe 
ready to make their Address to the Conference. On. m<>- 
tion, the Conference r^qoesied that it he now madcf. 
Whei»upon the Address was read by Bishop Watigh, 
(See Appendix, Document A.) 



Jemrnql rf ^Ometal Conference^ IMOi. 

p ■ 

After gtving oat notices, the. Conference, oa motion, 
adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at half-past eight 
Q^dock. 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 5. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, (Bishop Mor- 
ris in the chair,) and was opened with reading a portion 
of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer by Rev. P. 
Akers. 

The President annonnced the commi^ee on the case 
of Wm. Heath to consist of A. Munroe, Nicholas. White, 
and Joseph Castle. 

The President called for select, and standing commit- 
tees. 

J*F. Wright presented a report of the Agents of thp 
Book Concern in Cincinnati. Read and referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

D. Ostrander presented the report of the Book Commit* 
tee of New- York in relation to the Book Concern. Read 
and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

The report of the Agents of the Book Concern in New- 
York was read by Thos. Mason, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

On motion, the regular order of business was suspended, 
to hear the Address from the Wesleyan Methodist Connec- 
tion. Afler it had been read by the Secretary, the Rev. 
Robert Newton, representative of that body, addressed the 
Conference in a niost impressive and effective manner, 
touching on various points of the deepest interest to Me- 
thodism throughout the world. 

On motioh of J. A, Collins, " Resolved, That we hear 
with the highest gratification of the prosperity of our bre* 
thren of the Wesleyan Connection of Great Britain, and 
cordially welcome, in our capacity as a. General Confer*^. 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and to our afioc- 
tions individually, the Rev. Robert Newton, re{)|esentative: 
of the Wesleyan Connection to this body." 

On motion of N. Bangs," Resolved, That a committee 
of three be appointed, to whom to refer the Address. of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection." 

On motion, " Resolved, That the Rev. Robert Newton 
be requested to furnish a copy of the Address delivered. 
by him to this Conference, for publication." . 

G. Gary presented the certificate of the election of J. 
Dempster as a member of this body, which was read, and 
be took his. seat. 

The report of the Western Book Committee was read. 
by L. L.Hamline, and referred to the Committee on thai 
Book Qoncern. ,...., 



Cofunittee oi^ 
cftse of Wm 
Heath. 



Call for com- 
mittees, se- 
lect, &c. 

R«poTC>Df Beeft^ 
Agent&r Oi»- 
cimiati. 



Report of Book 
Committee, N. 
Yorit. 

Re^cMof Book 
Agents, N»^- 
York. 



W«8leyan Con- 
ference Ad- 
dress. 

Rev. R. New- 
ton's Address. 



J. A. Collin*' 
motion on fka 
Ad(bess of this 
British Confer- 
ence. 



Committee ok 
Address of W. 
M. Con. 



. stlQrA4* 

88f0fpiH)# 

cation. 



J. Dempftef^ 
certificate of 
election read. 



Report of tlie 
western Book 
Committee. 
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B. T. Blake's 

eextificate 

vead. 
cm for peti- 

IIOBt, Ac. 

From N. Yoik 
flab. Schools. 

iyppbintments 
nrpreacbinff. 

Ber. R. Now- 
ton Excused. 



iBvitatioin for 
Bert Genend 
ConfeTenee ■ 
to hold session 
in ft. York. 

Laidontahte. 
Communication 



Memorial <» 
tempenmce 
^5romN.To2k. 

Memorial on 
daTery, 

Memorial i£rora 
IT^^nstead on 
slavery. 

^Petition to have 
^sid. Elders 
Mected by Axx. 
Conferences. 



Befeiredto the 
Committee on 
li^copaey. 



Piftttionsonsla- 



The c«rtifieate of B. T. i^ake, as a member of tblsbody^ 
was read. 

The Conferences were then called, in order, for memo^ 
rials, petitions, &c. 

NevhYork Qanference, — ^N. Bangs presented a memorial 
from the conductors of Sabbath Schools. 

The chairman of Committee to Superintend the Pnlpifs 
read appointments for preaching. 

On motion of Jno. Early, " Resolved, That the Rev. 
Robert Newton, representative from the Wesleyan .Me* 
thodist Connection, be excused from filling the appoint- 
ment given him by the committee ; and that said committee 
be requested to appoint Mr. Newton to preach in the mom* 
ing at 11 o'clock, in the different churches, as often as 
will suit his convenience." 

D. Ostrander presented a petition of the Quarterly 
Meeting Conferences in the City of New- York, and officers 
of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, inviting the General Conference to hold its next 
session in that city. Laid on the table. 

The President presented a communication on temper* 
ance from several gentlemen. Read and referred to \h» 
Committee on Temperance. 

O. Scott, of the New-England Conference, presented & 
memorial from New- York on the subject of temperance. 
Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

Also, a memorial on slavery. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Slavery. 

Also, a memorial from Winstead, Connecticut, oa 
slavery. Referred to the committee on that subject. * - 

New-England Conference. — J. A. Merrfll presented a 
memorial from Springfield, Mass., praying that Presiding 
Elders be elected by Annual Conferences. 

Moved to refer it to the Committee on Revisal and Un- 
finished Business. 

W. Winans moved to amend by striking out "Revisal 
and UnfiniE^hed Business,'' and inserting ** Episcopacy,'* 
which was admitted; and in this form the motion pre* 
vailed, and the memorial was referred accordingly. 

Also, a memorial of the same character, from Webster, 
Mass., which received a similar reference. 

O. Scott presented petitions on the subject of slavery 
from Lowell, Gill, Weymouth, Holliston, Greenfield, Nan- 
tucket, Charlestown, Chariemont, and Brookfield, Mass. ; 
and from Square Pond, Leyden, and Northfield, Conn.^ 
Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

J. Horton presented a petition on slavery from Wesley 
station, Lowell, Mass. Also, a petition of the same charac- 
ter from Lntenburg. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

A. D. Merrill presented a petition from members of 
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SocMtymproviclenGe, R. Island on sUverf. Refmed 
10 the comiaittee o» that subject. 

J. HortoQ presented a memorial praying that Precoding 
Elders be elected by Annual Conferences. Also, a me^ 
ittonal from Bloqmingsby, praying for a moderate Episco- 
pacy. Both of ihese were referred to the Committee on 
Episoopacy. 

E. Robinson presented a memorial from the Presidin«f 
Elder of Calais district, with respect to churches and 
parsonages. Referred to a select committee ofthree. 

Also, a. memorial from K^ntshell and Greenfield on 
slavery. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Also, a petition from Bartlett on slavery. Referred to 
the Committee on Slavery. 

Netb-Han^^shire Co»^efic«w-M3harles D. Cahoon pre«* 
sented a memorial from Montpelier district, New*Hamp- 
shire Conference, suggesting that explanatory notes b0 
added to the Discipline. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal and Unfinished Business. 

O. Scott, of New-Engknd Conference, presented a^ me* 
morial from Rochester, Vermont, on slavery. Refeired 
to the committee on thai subject. 

E. Robinson presented a memorial from Famworth, 
New-Hampshire, on slavery. Referred to the committeo^ 
on that subject. 

TWy Cenfsrewe.^^ChnxieB Sherman presented a me^ 
morial from Garrettson station, Albany, New-York ; and 
also a petition from Luzerne, on the sublet of slavery. 
Referred to the Committee on Slavery. ' . * 

A. Abel presented a memorial on slavery from Mid- 
dlebury, Vermont. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

T. Seymour presented memorials from Berkshire and 
Moore circuits, on slavery. Referred to the Committeo 
on Slavery. 

On motion. Conference aci^unied to meet to-morrow 
nonuBg, at half-past eight o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 6. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, (Bishop Ro- 
berts in the chair,) and was opened with the usual lellgiouf 
services by brother Sandford. 

The President announced the following committees :— *, 

1. ON THE ADDRESS OF THE WESLEYAN CONNECTION. 
Wm. Capers, Petet Akers, 

John Dempster.^ 

2, ON CHUSCHE^ AND TASBOSAGISB. 

Stephen G. Rosael, L. L. HamUne, 

No^ Levings. 



Conmitteo on 



Commtttaa on 
dinrches «iA 
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Peter Cartwright to. take the place of A. Mtmree ia the 
committee on the communicadoii of Wm. Heath. 

£lia8 Bowen in place of P. P. Sandford, in the Com- 
mittee on Temperance, 

The Secretaries were authorized to purchase a hook 

of record, and other articles they may need. 

^to^of ttS ^ motion of S. Luckey, Conference resolved to sns- 

jWwps^ A<t pend the regular order of husiness, for the purpose of 

. "* taking up and disposing of the Address of the Bishops^ 

and of hearing addresses of the brethren from Canada. 

Whereupon, he moved the following resolutions^ all of 
which were adopted : — 
'^^l^^es ^ 1- Resolved, That so much of the Bishops' Address as 
^SSriHr?*^ relates to the subject of missions and the missionary 
copal 688. gj^^g^ ^ referred to the Committee on Missions. 

2. That so much of said Address as relates to the sub* 
ject of education, be refetred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation. 

3. That so much of it as relates to the subject of 
strengthening the Episcopacy, be referred to . the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 

4. That so much of it as relates to the subject of 
slavery and abohtion, be referred to the Committee on 

- ' ^Slavery. 

5. That so much of it as relates to the rights and pre-^ 
rogatives of Annual and Quarterly Conferences, be refer- 
red to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

^ The following, on motion of N. Bangs, was added to 
the above : — 

6. Resolved, That so much of the Address as relates to 
the manner of receiving ministers of other denominations^' 
be referred to a committee of three, to consider and report 
thereon. 

On motion of J. Early, it was resolved as follows :*-«- . 

. 1, That so much of the above Address as relates fb the 

mode of trying a superannuated preacher, living witbont 

the bounds of his own Conference, be referred to a select 

committee of five. 

2. That so much of the Address as relates to local 
preachers, be referred to the above select committee of 
live, to examine and report thereon. 

3.' That so much of the same as relates to the Liberia 
Ccmference, be referred to the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy. 
. V > 4. That so much as relates to the periodicals published 
under our direction, be referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

5. That' so tmich of the Address as relates to the course 
" of study to be pursued by candidates for onr ministiyybe 

\ > . T^erred to a special ccHnmittee of five. 
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t>. Scott moyed Aat five hundred copies of the Address Mating fbeAd- 
of the Bishops be printed in. pamphlet form, for the use of Epi^co^.^'^ 
the Conference. Two thousand w6re suggested, in place 
of fire hundred, which was accepted by the morer. After 
some discussion of the resolution in this form, it was 
amended by striking out two thous^d and inserting five 
hundred. 

. The Rev. Nelson Reid, the oldest traTelling preacher Nelson Reid, ot 
now living in the United States, being in the C6Bference(, ^^^ ^' 
though not a member of the body, was invited by Bishop 
Roberts to a seat in the altar. 

The Rev. Jos. Stinson, President of the Methodist jos. stinsoA's 
Conference in Upper Canada, presented a certificate of •^^««* 
the election of himself. Rev. Egerton Ryerson, and Rev» 
John Ryerson, as delegates to this Conference, and de* 
livered an appropriate. address. 

On motion of N. Bangs, it was resolved : — 

"1. That the document presented by Mr. Stinson be 
referred to the committee to whom the Address from the 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference was referred, to coisi- 
sider and report thereon. . 

" 2. That brother Stinpon be, and he hereby is, requested 
to furnish a copy of his address for publication. 

<<3. That this Conference has heard with unfeigned ^ 
pleasure and gratitude the account which brother Stinson 
has given of the present st^te and prospects of Methodism 
in Upper Canada ; and that we still cherish a lively inte- 
rest in the spiritual prosperity of that flourishing branch 
of the great family of Wesleyan Methodism." 

The Rev. John Ryerson, colleague of Mr. Stinson, j.ityenoo^t ad- 
having addressed the Conference, on motion of N. ^'^^' 
Bangs — 

'* Resolved, That we have heard with lively interest the 
additional statement of brother Ryerson respecting the 
state of the Wesleyan, Methodist Church in Upper Canada, , 
and request him to furnish & copy for publication." 

The Rev. Wm. M. Howard, chairman of the Low^r Wm. m. How- 
Canada District^ then addressed the Conference ; ■^'* addrap*. 

After which, in conformity with "previous arrangement, Robt. Newton** 
Conference adjourned, to hear a sermon from Rev. Robert S"^!**^ 
Newton, delegate from the Wesleyan Methodist Connec- 
tion, to meet to-morrow morning half-past 8 o'clock. 

THURSDAY, MAY 7. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with religious exercises by brother Bowen, (Bishop Hed- 
ding in the chair.) 

The President called for reports from standing and se- 
loot committees, whea John T. Mitchell, chairman of the « > 



M Journal rf €hNmrdl Cot^mnee, IB^. 

Committee on the CenteiiaTy Subscription, repotted the 
following resolution, which was read, and, on moCioR, 
adopted, viz :-* 
igto^o^m " Resolved, That the delegation (torn each Annual Con- 
on cent. siSh ference furnish the Committee on the Centenary Fund, at 
■<^'^<^ as early a day as practicaU^, a statement of the amount 
eubscribed, and the amount paid to that fund, in their re- 
spective Conferences ; and also the objects to which that 
fund is to be appropriated, and the proportion to be ap- 
propriated to the several objects." 
^rai^*^^*'*^ '^^^ Regular call for petitions, memorials, &c., was then 

^ made by the chair. 
^ftSm**™^^^ Bishop Waugh presented a communication from Circle- 
▼me^ouoCon. vllle, Ohio Conference, containing eight dollars, for the 
expense of delegates to the General Conference. Refer- 
red to the Committee on the Expenses d* Delegates. 
.Amnicui BiUe Bishop Waugh also presented a letter from John S. 
Mitchell, agent of the American Bible Society, request- 
ing the General Conference to give their official sanction 
to the acts of the several Annual Conferences, and re^ 
commend to our people to co-operate in the designs of 
said Society, and other objects. Referred to a select 
committee of five. 

Also, a communication from Robert Emory, asking per- 
mission to use such documents of the General Conference 
as will aid him in preparing the Memoirs of his father, the 
late Bishop Emory ; and that a committee may be ap- 
pointed to examine the MS. now in his poasession. 

On motion of N. Bangs, the request was granted, and 
the matter was referred to a select committee of three. 

The following papers were presented, viz. :— 

Troi/ Conference. — S. Minor presented a memorial on 
slavery from Weybridge circuit, which was referred to 
the Committee on Slavery: 

T. Seymour presented a petition on slavery from Shel- 
bume, Yt., which was referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

Pittsburg Conference. — ^Charles Cook presented a pe- 
tition from the Pittsburg Annual Conference, respecting a 
boc^ depository. Referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

H. Kingsley presented the appeal of Job Wilson. Laid 
on the table for the present. 

Black River Conference. — Q. Scott presented petitions 
on slavery from Oswego and Lewisville circuits. Refer- 
red to the Committee on Slavery. 

Oneida Conference. — O. Scott presented memorials orf 
slavery from Courtlandville, Cazenovia, and Leydett^ 
Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Mick^an Conference,— "E, H, Filcher presented a me- 
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mbrial from Quirterly MeeUng CkmfereAce of Kingham, 
o& skvery. Also, a memorial firom membeTB of ^ soeieQr 
in the same oircvit, on the same subject. Referred to the 
Committee on Slaverf . 

O. Scott presented memorials from members of sociBQr 
in Pl3rmouth and Wooster circuits on slavery^ whick were 
refe'rred to the Committee on Slat ery. 
. Genesee Conference, — ^A. N. FilmOre presented a peti- 
don from the Genesee Conference, requestiiig a division 
of that Conference. Referred to the Committee ok 
Boundaries. 

Also, resolutions of ooneurrence in the New-York 
resolutions on Mr. Wesley's rule; relating to spirituous 
liquors. Referred to the, Committee on Temperance. 

J. Dodge presented a memorial from Middleport, Ct, 
on slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Also, a memorial from the same circuit, asking that Pre* 
•i£ng Elders may be elected by the Annual Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on E^nscopacy. 

Also, a memorial from the same circuit, asking a mode* 
rate Episcopacy. This was referred to the Committee 
OB Episcopacy. 

On motion of John Early, it was resolved, <VThat all pe* 
titions in reference to the appointment of presiding elders 
and a moderate Episcopacy be referred at once to tho 
Committee on Episcc^acy." 

J. Dodge presented a memorial from Middleport eioeuit^ 
pra3ring that one half of the delegates to General Confof- 
ence be taken from the laity. After discussion, and van* 
ous efforts to procure a reference, the whole 8Qb|ecl 
was, on motion of M. Sorin, laid on the table. 

Asa Abell presented petitions from Liber^ and Ns^les 
circuits on slavery. Referred to the committee on that 
subject. 

O. Scott presented petitions from Seneca FaUs tqpon 
idavery. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Also, from the same place, a petition prayii^ for a mo- 
derate Episcopacy, and another praying that Presiding 
Elders may be elected by the Annual Conferences tb 
which they belong. Both were referred to the Committee 
oa the Episcopacy. 

Ohio Canferenee.^^G. W. Walker presented a petitloii 
from Urbana with respect to singing in cbarohto. Refezw 
red to the Committee on R-evisal and Unfinished Business. 

J. F. Wright presented a communication from the Ohio 
Annual Conference, praying the establishment of a peri- 
odical adapted to females. Refemed to a select com^ 
mittee of five. 

O. Scott presented memorials from Troy and Cincinnati 
OB skvety. Referred to the Ccknmittee on Slavery. : *» 
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Q». nekMiat. The President invited brother George Pickering, of the 
New-England Conference, one oi the oldest traveliiag 
preachers in this country, to take his seat in the altar. 

Missouri Conference. — Bishop Wangh presented the 
Appeal of SUM . appeal <^f Silas Comfort, of the Missouri Conference, 
^""""^^^ which, on motion, was laid on the tabl6 for the present. 

Illinois Conference, — 4S. H. Thompson presented a Yne* 
Memorial from HDorial from Jesse Hale, asking to be exonerated from a 
J. Hale. A.ehi, apparently due by him to the Book Concern. Re 

ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 
ConfeMnce for ' Kentucky Conference, — ^T. N. Ralston presented a roemo» 
J^^'^njtedto rial from the Quarterly Meeting Conferences, Louisville, 
Kentucky, inviting the General Conference to hold its next 
session in that city. Laid on the table for the present. 

Indiana Conference. — O. Scott presented a petition from 
Newpost oa slavery. Referred to the Committee ohi 
Slavery. 

Tennessee Conference. — Fountain E. Pitts presented (ihe 
petition of the Presiding Elder of Paris District, praying 
for a division of that Conference. Referred to the Com- 
miitee on Boundaries. 

Bishop Waugh presented the petition of Wm. Gilliaii, . 
complaining of the course of the Presiding Elder of the 
Nashville District. On motiqn, the Conference gave the 
petitioner leave to withdraw his petition. 

Bishop Waogh also presented the memorial of F. G. 
Ferguson and Thomas W. Randall^ asking particular at- 
tention to the Journal of the Tennessee Conference at it^ 
session in Somerville, October, 1837. Referred to the 
Committee on the Itinerancy. 

Bishop Andrew presented a petition from the Quarterly 
Meeting Conference of Hutchie Circuit, praying for a 
division of the Tennessee Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. « 

. Alabama Conference. — Wm. Murrah presented a resolu- 
tion of this Conference, praying that the Book Agents 
may be instructed to charge interest on books from the 
time they are received. Referred to the Committee ok 
the Book Concern. Also, resolutions of the above Con- 
ference, praying for the adoption of some plan to promote 
the greater usefulness of local . preachers, and the mond 
and religious training of baptized chUdren. Referred to 
the Committee, oa Revisal (&c. 

Bishop Waugh presented a letter from William Kennoa 
respecting a .debt due from the late Robert S. Kennon to 
the Book Concern at New- York, praying 'the General 
Conference to investigate the same. H^fenred to the^ 
Committee on the Book Concern. 
' Nor^ Carolina Oonferenee.'-^KeK. G. Leigh presented 
» petition from the Noarth Carolina Conference, aakiag th» 
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General Conference to authorize and tequire tlie Bishops 
to supply the^ station at Randolph Maoon College alter- 
nately from the Virginia and North Carolina Conferences. 
Referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

Al^o, a resolution instructing the Publishing Committee , 
of the Virginia and North Carolina Conference Journal to 
xise all proper means to have that 'paper published on the 
same terms as the Southern Christian Advocate. Referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

Virginia Conference. — ^John Early presented resolutions 
similar to those of North Carolina ; and they were refer- 
red to the Committees on Episcopacy and Book Concern. 

Also, the unanimous non-concurrence of the Virginia 
Oonference in the resolution of the New-England Confer- 
ence on slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Also, the non-concurrence of the Virginia Conference 
in the New- York Conference resolutions on altering our 
general rule with regard to spirituous liquors. Referred 
to the Committee on Temperance. 

Also, the concurrence of the Virginia Conference with 
the Ohio Conferencey disapproving of drawing on the 
'Beok Concern for paying the expenses of delegates. 
Referred to the Committee on Expenses. 

T. Crowder presented the petition of the Methodist so- 
cieties of Richmond, inviting the General Conference to 
hold its next session in that city. Laid on the table. 

Baitunare Conference. — H. Slicer presented a resolution 
of this Conference, asking leave to divide themselves 
during the ensuing four years, under the direction of the 
^residing Bishop, if a majority deemed it expedient: Re- 
ferred to the Committee oh Boundaries. 

Philadelpkia Conference. — Bishop Waugh presented K 
communication from J. P. Durbin, in behalf of the fa- 
culty of Dickineon College, praying the General Confel> 
ence to direct the Book Agents to present one copy of 
each book published, or which shall be published at the 
Book Room, to each library in our public semitiaries and 
in our colleges. Referred to Committee on 4he Book 
Concern. i 

B. M. Drake and William Winans then moved to take 
«p the report ^f the committee of the General Conference 
<)f 1836, on the subject of publishing a theological library. 
After diseussion, on taking the question, the resolution 
was lost. 

On motion of H. Slicer and J. Miller, the following 
"was unanimously adopted by a rising vote : ^* Resolved by 
the members of the General Conference, in Conference 
assembled. That the thanks of this body ate due -to the 
;Re(T. Robert Newton for his excellent and appropriate 
discourse delivered on yesterday, and tkdt be be,' anft 



stationed 
preacher in R. 
M. College. 



Virginia and 
North Carolina 
Conference 
Joojmal. 



Same as aboye. 



Against naoHn- 
tU)nofN^£ag. 

' Conference on 
slayerjr. 

iLrainst N.York 
Coa. ret. on 
altering geotB- 
ralrole. 



Agvnat pacing 
eipenses of 
delegates from 
Book Concern. 



Next General 
Conference in^ 
Tited to Rich- 
mond. 

DiTiBion of Bal- 
timore Confer" 
ence. 



Donations of 
our publica- 
tions to semi- 

HMJfiB. 



Theologicia U- 
brazy. 



Sermon of R. 
Newton for 
printing. 



80 



Jmitnai cf Qenerdl C&ttf^rme^ 1840. 



]ierelrf is, respeetfofly requested to iiamisk a copy of that 

discourse for publication at the Bopk Room» New- York." 

Mode of dSrtri- On motion of N. Bangfs, the Comndttee on the Book 

Bo^ora^m ^^^^®™ ^®'^ instructed to inquire whether a more eqpii- 

aod cbutarod table method may not be devised for the distribution of 

^^^^ [ the aFsils of the Book Concern and Chartered Fund MBong 

the several Annual Ccn^eiMices, and, if so, what that 

method should be. 

William A. Smith presented a paper containing instruc- 
tions to the Committee on Revisaly and proposing sundry 
amendments in our rules of Discipline. This wan re- 
fenred to the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Busi- 
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Bishop Hedding invited William Burko» an aged tear 
veiling preacher of the Ohio Conference, to a seal in the 
altar. 

WttMc kc cits p. p. Sandford ofiered the following resolution, " That 
the IbUowing be added to ass. 1, ques. 1, sec. 5, chap. 1, 
part 1, page 29 of the Discipline: 'The Bishops may, 
when they judge it necessary, unite two or more circuits 
or stations together, without affecting the separate finan- 
cial interests or pastoral duties of such circuitsor stationSi/'' 
It was moved to lay this on the taUe, and make it the or- 
der of the day for to-BH>rrow. A division of the question 
was called for, and, being taken on the first part, it 
was kid on the table. The question recurring on the 
second part, to make it the order of the day for to-morrow, 
it was lost ; so the resolution lies on the table. 

O. Scott offered the followine resolution : " Resolved, 
That the Committee on Revisfu be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of giving the accused, in case of trial, 
a V(Hce in the selection of the committee by which he or 
she is to be tried,— «nd also inquire, whether the society 
of which the accused may be a member ought not to have 
9ome. voice in the selection of the committee, and report 
thereon. 

After motions to lay on the table and postpone indefi- 
tttely had been offered and failed, the resolution was re- 
ferred to the Revisal Committee. 

N. Levittgs offered the following, which were referred : 

<' 1. Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal ba in- 
structed to inquire and r^fMxrt on the expediency of so 
eifteoding the Discipline in chap. 1, sec. 9, ques. 2, ans. 7, 
page 42, as that the note of recommendation oi our 
members removing from one circuit or station to another 
diall read : * A. B., the bearer, is an acceptable member 
irfthe Methodist Episcopal Church in C.,' and that a note 
be given to persons on trial, lo read thus: 'A. B., the 
jieiref , is on triai in the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
fC^ hairing joined --r — 4%y of--—*' 
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^H. l%at &e abevte committee be directed to inqoir^ 
Into^the expedieacy of so amefiding tiie Discipline as to 
field persoj[i8 who vemoTe from one station or csrcuit to 
andther responsible to tke society- from wldch they re- 
move until they have united elsewhere." 

On motion of P. P. Sandford and N. White, it wts 
resolved, " That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so alteiing the rule of Dii^ 
cipline, part 1, chap. 2, sec. 4, ans. to ques. 2, page 86, 
as to give discretionary power te the preacher in admit> 
ting persons to love-feasts who have had the privilege 
twice or thrice." 

On nation of H. W. Petherbridge and J. S. Porter the 
following^ was adopted : — 

** Resolved, That the several Annual Conferences have ^ ptowMMto 
the privilege of presenting in rotation any propose altera- to auviSSd? 
tion in the Disdpline.** *"** 

Conference then, on motion, adjourned to meet to-moi^ 
TOW morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 

PRIDAT, MAY a 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop An- 
drew in the chair, and was ^opened "W^ religious ezoi- 
•cises by brother Early. 

The President announced the fc^wmg committeei, 
namely*: — 

On the Mode 'Of receiving Ministers of other Denomr 
inatioHs: — Peter P. Sandford, Chaiies Cook, WilUam 
J. Parks. 

On the Trial of Superannuated Preachers residing with* 
out the Bounds of the Conferences to which they Iwkmg: 
— Robert Paine, J. 0. Sanson, Fitch Reed, Abrah^n D. 
-Merrill, Wiliiam^Munah. 

On the Coarse of Study for Candidates r-^Lovjek 
Pierce, John Demp^er, WUham B. Christie, Norval 
Wilson, Levi Scott. 

Oi^ the American Bible Socity >*^Nof& JLevnigB, Fre- 
derick Upham, E. H. Pilcher. 

E. W. Stiokney, in piace of Joseph Casde, en die 
'Committee in the ca8e.<^ William Hea^. 

Committee on the Letter of Robert Emory :-*-Joaa{ih 
floldich, Edwin Dorsey, Manly Tooker. 

On Periodical for Females :-^L. L. Hamline, DavM 
'^Preston, Chas. W. Carpenter, George P. I^eree^ Rnfua 
C. Bailey. 

. On motion of E. Robinson, the regular oi€«r of businefl^ 
"ifi^asstispefnded to enable him to o^r the ^Mlo wing ir^so- 
tion, viz. :— ] 

-«* Wheieas, a 4B0py of the. Joimab o£ ^e Mmae Anlinal 
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Conference has not been forwarded to^ii^ Confereneev as 
required by the Discipline, (see chap. 1, 6ec.4, page 25 ;:) 
and whereas, two of the standing committees (viz., on 
Episcopacy and Itinerancy) are embarrassed in the pro- 
secution of the duties assigned them for the want of* said 
Journals ; therefore, 

*^ Resolved, That the Secretary be, and hereby is, aur 
thorized to request, by letter, Rev. Gi F. Cox, of Portland, 
Secretary of the Maine Conference, to forward, forthwith, 
to this Conference, said Journals of the Maine Annual 
Conference, or a copy of the same ; and that the ej:pens0 
be paid by the Maine Conference. 

K RoBIMSONt 

M. Hill." 

The above resolution was adppted. 

The call was then made according to rale, and the f<^ 
owing papers presented and referred, viz. : — 
'■l^Sf*A"*' New-England Conference, — ^P. Crandall presented the 
resolution of this Conference, desiring that such altera^ 
tion may be made in the Discipline as will authorize the 
Episcopacy to appoint travelling preachers as agents of 
benevolent and literary institutions. 

And abo, so to alter the Discipline as to prevent the 
Bishops from transferring a preacher from one Confer- 
ence to another, without his consent, and that of the Con- 
ference to which he is transferred. 

Both the above were referred to the Committed on tho 
Episcopacy. 

E. W. Stickney presented a memorial on slavery. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Slaveiy. 
' Also, a petition for a change in the mode of appointing 
Presiding Elders. 

Also, a petition praying for a moderate Episcopacy, 

The two last were referred to the Committee on Epis- 
eofMicy. ' 

■ Abo, a petitba in favour of a lay delegation to the 
Greneral Conference. 

On motion, this .'was laid on the table. 

O. Scott presented memorials from Lowell, HoUiston, 
'Square Pond, Weymouth, Nantucket, Charlemont, Green- 
field, Gill, and Ipswich, pra3dng for a moderate Episco- 
pacy. Also, memorials from the same places, in refer- 
ence to a change in the mode of appointing Presiding 
Elders. Referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Also, meinorijils from the same places, and from North- 
field and Leyden, praying for a lay representation in the 
General Conference. ^ , 

>: On motion, these, petitions were laid e& the table for the 
present. 
i' J. A. Merrill presehted a memorial fipm Webaler, on 
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the subject of a lay delegation in the General Conference. Petitions, im- 
Laid on the table. '"°"^* **' 

O. Scott presented a petition from Ipswich on slavery. 
Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

P. Crandall presented the appeal of Daniel Dorchester, 
of the New-England Conference. Laid on the table, and 
made the special order of the day for Tuesday next. 

Maine Conference. — E. Robinson presented a memorial 
from Kentsville and Greenfield circuits, on slavery. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Slavery. 

R. C. Bailey presented a memorial from Exeter cir- 
•cnit on slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Pittsburg Conference. — C. Cook presented a communi- 
cation from Allegheny town, desiring the General Confer- 
ence to hold its next session in Pittsburg. Laid on the 
table. ' ' 

F. M. Hudson presented petitions from several travel- 
ling preachers of the Pittsburg Conference, respecting the 
division of said Conference. Referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

O. Scott, of New-England Conference, presented a 
pietition from Bamesville circuit on slavery. Referred to 
the Committee on Slavery. 

Michigan Conference. — H. Colclazer presented the re- 
solutiohis of the Michigan Annual Conference, agreeing 
unanimously with the New-York resolutions in favour of 
inserting Mr. Wesley's rule in the Discipline, respecting 
spirituous liquors. Referred to the Committee on Tem- 
perance. 

Also, t&e resolution of said Conference dissenting from 
the New-England Conference resolution on the subject 
of slavery, by a vote of seventy-five to one. 

Genesee Conference.' — G. Filmore presented a communi- 
cation from Rochester, N. Y., asking General Conference 
to hold its next session in that city. Laid on the table 
for the present. 

M. Tooker presented a petition from Canandaigua cir- 
cuit, on slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

O. Scott, of New-England Conference, presented a pe- 
tition from Seneca Falls, in favour of a lay delegation. 
Laid on the table. x 

Ohio Conference. — ^J. Young presented a communica- 
tion respecting the Female Seminary, Worthington, Ohio. 
Referred to the Committee on Education. 
* J. F. Wright presented a memorial of the Westerii 
Methodist Historical Society. Read, and referred to a 
select committee of three. 

Also, a petition from Portsmouth, Ohio, respecting the 
boundaries of the Ohio Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. . 
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Missouri Conference. — ^Jesse Green presented the pe- 
tition of R. Aldridge, praying to be released from the pay- 
ment for books which were lost on conveyance. Refer- 
red to the Committee on Book Concern. 

Indiana Conference. — ^A. Wiley presented a memorial 
from Quarterly Meeting Conference, New- Albany, inviting 
the General Conference to hold its next session in the 
city of Louisville, Kentucky. Laid on the table. 

E. S. Sevier presented a resolution of Holston Confer- 
ence, praying that Rev. C. Fulton be exonerated from a 
claim hpld against him by the Book Agents, for one thou- 
sand Almanacs, which did not come till near the close of. 
the year for which they were published. Referred to the 
Committee on Book Concern. 

North Carolina Conference. — H. G. Leigh presented 
the resolution of the North Carolina Conference, non- 
cencprring in the New- York resolution in favour of in- 
serting Mr. Wesley's rule in the Discipline, respecting 
spirituous liquors, by a vote of twenty-two to twenty. 
Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

Also, resolutions of said Conference, unanimously dis- 
senting from the New-England Conference resohitions on 
slavery. Referred to the Committer on Slavery. 

Baltimore Conference. — N- Wilson presented a commu- 
nication from Rev. T. B. Sargent, member of the Balti- 
more Conference, in reference to an appropriation of sixty 
dollars, made by the General Conference of 1836, to de- 
fray his expenses to and from Cincinnati, he being Assist- 
ant Secretary of that body ; which act of the Conference, 
as well as his acceptance of the money, had been matters 
of censure. To quiet the whole, he offered to refund the 
amount, principal and interest, to the Book Room, and 
for that purpose presented a check on the Franklin Bank, 
in favour of T. Mason and G. Lane, for seventy-four dol- 
lars and forty cents. 

It was moved to accept the aipount, and pay it over to 
the Book Agents. 

Moved to lay this on the table. Carried. 

N. Bangs then offered the following resolution : — 

" Resolved, That, highly appreciating the services of 
brother T. B. Sargent, this Conference decline accepting 
his offer to refund them the money paid him for his trar 
veiling expenses to the last General Conference ; and 
that the thanks of this Conference be presented to him for 
his services as Assistant Secretary to the General Confer* 
ence of 1836." 

On which a rising vote was taken, and the resoludon 
unanimously adopted. 

£. Dorsey presented the memorial of the stewards and 
others of Westmoreland circuit, Baltimore Conference, 
3* 
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^KunplaiDingof the action of the Baltimore Annual Confer* 
once, in refusing to elect to ordination local preachers^ on 
the single ground of their being slaveholders. 

The memorial was read, and ineffectual efforts, made to 
procure oth^r reference, Afler discussion it was, on mo» 
tion, refened to a select committee of nine to considett 
an<]( report thereon. ' 

Philadelphia Conference, — H. White presented the re- 
solution of the Philadelphia Conference, concurring una- 
nimously in the N. York resolutions in favour of inserting 
in the Discij^ine Mr. Wesley's rule respecting spirituous 
liquors. Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

Also, resolution of said Conference dissenting, unani- 
mously, from the N. England Conference respecting 
slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Also, resolutions respecting centenary subscriptions. 
Referred to the Committee on Centenary Subscriptions. 

Also, the appeals oi James Smith, sen'r, and James 
V. Potts, of the Philadelphia Conference. Laid on the 
table. 

M. Serin moved to refer all the acts of the Annual 
Conferences on the subject of slavery to the committee of 
nine raised on the petition from Westmoreland circuit, 
Baltimore Conference. 

Moved to amend, by referring to the Committee on Itine* 
rancy. 

A motion was then made to lay the whole subject on 
the table, which prevailed. 

Jno. Early offered the followiiig resolution : — ■ 

" Resolved, Th^t the word * presiding' be stricken out 
of sec. 5, and last line of 4th answer to 2d question, page 
29, of edition of 1836," — which was read, and, at the' 
suggestion of the mover, was laid on the table for the 
present. 

On motion of B. M. Drake, " Resolved, That after Mon- 
day, the 1 1th last., this Conference will receive no more 
petitions or memorials, without special order." Adopted. 

On motion of S. Luckey, it was resolved, "That a 
committee of five be appointed, to whom all memorials 
and petitions on the subject of lay representation, the 
choice of Presiding Elders, and a modification of the 
Episcopacy, shall be referred ; and that the papers on 
these subjects already received, and referred to other com- 
mittees, be withdrawn, and referred to said committee." 

On motion, the papers referred to in the above resolu- 
tion were taken up and referred accordingly. 

Op motion of W. Winans, it was resolved, " That the 
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business be, and 
hereby are, instructed to inquire into the propriety <A so 
explaining chap. 2, sec. 7, Ist answer to the question, 



Referred to m- 
teeofnine.. 



ResolutionB, ap- 
peals, Ac. 



Propos'da 
ment of the 
DiscipUkie. 



Resoltttkm'' \» 
receive no jpe- 
titions aner 
Monday, llth. 

Ommttittee of 
five on ^ tak- 
morials for aj 
representation, 
Ac. 



W.Wiaaat* res. 
to apneiMl Diir 
'ciplme ' 



propoMd. 



Imanctl cf General dn^ence^ 1840. 

a»'lo harmonize the adminis^ation of the rule, and re* 
port." Referred to the Conmitttee on Reviaat and Unfbi* 
ished Business. 

S. Luckey offered the following re»olnti<m : — 
" Resoled, That the 2d answer to the 9d question, 4th 
sec. of chap. 1 of the Discipline, page 26, be amended by 
inserting after the words < seamen,' < iMid prisoners in our 
public prisons, and chaplains to military posts,' so as to 
read, ' those preachers that may be appointed to labour 
for the special benefit of seamen, of prisoners in our pri* 
sons, and chaplains to military posts*' " Laid on the table. 
On motion of J. Early, the resojution adopted yester- 
day, by which the Annual Conferences were to be called 
m Older for alterations in the Discipline, was reconsidered, 
and the resolution was laid on the table. 

£. Dorsey offered the following resolution :— ^ 
** Resolved, That the attention of the Committee on 
Reviaal be directed to that part of our Discipline found in 
ehap* 2, seo. 7, page 89, which provides that if a preacher 
shall differ in judgment from the majority of a committee 
concerning the innocence or guilt of an accused person, 
he may refer the case to the ensuing Quarterly Meeting 
Conference ; and that said committee be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the rule in ques- 
tion as to secure to the accused person the right of appeal 
to the Quarterly Meeting Conference," — which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished 
Business. 
liSar'"**^ N. Bangs offered some resolutions, (see page 43.) 
While the first was under discussion the Conference ad- 
journed, to meet to-morrow morning at half-past eight 
o'clock. 

SATURDAY, MAY 9. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
opened by brother Luckey. 
CommitteMi^^ The chair announced the following committees : — 
poizited. Q^ ^^ Memorial from Westmoreland Circuit : — Henry 

B. Bascom, Charles Pitman, Joseph Lybrand, B. M. 
Drake, F. £. Pitts, Adam Poe, Samuel Brison, Charles 
Betts, Sherman Miner. 

On, Petitions for a Lay Delegation, &c. : — William 
Winans, George Gary, Moses Brock, John T. Mitchell, 
William C. Larrabee. 

Reports from standing and select committees wen 

called for by the President. 

l%rt Repoit of John Early, chairman of Committee on Episcopacy, 

Bpis. Com. , made a report, accompanied with resolutions adverse to 

the memorial of the Liberia Annoal Conference, praying 
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die appomtment of a Btshop 4o superintend that sectian 
of the work, but requiring one of thc^ Bishopa to visit Af- 
rica« before the next General Goaference. 

Bishop Hedding made some remarks in allasion to the 
l^equest of the last General Conlefence iqx5B this subject, 
and desiring that final action upon the report be deferred 
until the Episcopacy have had some further consultation 
respecting the matter. On motion of N, Bangs, the re- 
port was laid on th^ taible. 

T. Spicer, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, made 
a report in reference to certain reports of the Committed 
on Revisal, of the Conference of 1836, which had not 
been acted upon by that body. The report was adopted. 

Also^ a report from the same committee, directing a 
committee of trial, as in case of «other immoralities, to 
those who fail in business, and are chargaed with be- 
having dishonestly, in addition to the Committee of In- 
spection. 

After the report had been read, by the chairman, a 
motion was made to dispense with the reading of reports 
by the Secretary, unless called for by the Conference. 
It .was moved to amend, by requiring both the chairman 
and Secretary to read reports, it was then moved to lay 
the motion and amendment on the table, which prevailed. 

After this the report was read^ and on motion laid on 
the table for the present. 

Also, a. report ffom the same committee, unfavourable 
to such change in the Discipline as will permit the Bishops 
to continue a preacher in the same circtut or station for 
three years successively* The report was read, and a 
mption made for its adoption, whdeh elicited considerable 
discussion, pending which J. A« Collins moved to amend 
the report by striking out the following words : <* that they 
liave taken the subject into consideration, and are of 
opinion that the time has not yet arrived when such 
alteration would be advisable.^' After an animated de^- 
bate, the amendment was adf^ted. N. Bangs moved 
further to an^end the report by striking out the word*, 
** the most talented and useful." Carried. The report as. 
amended was then' adopted, and reads as follows^ 
nainely: — 

^ la our opinion, the present plan is better calculated 
to diffuse the influence of our ministers more generally* 
among our people." 

Also^ a report from the same committee, concluding 
with a resolution, requesting the Bishops to prepare ex^ 
{Sanatory notes to the Discipline, to be reported to the 
next General Conference. The report was read, and on 
motion laid on the table for the present. 

On moticHB of John.£arly« it was resolved, ^Tbat the 



Report! of Con. 
on Berinl. 
No. 1. 



On triftlof pei^ 
sons fiilinr in 
bu8in68s,wlien 
charged with 
fraud. No. a 



Laid on t 



Unfavonrablt^ 
to continuing 
preachers more 
than two y^. 

No. 3. 



ReqnestiBi 
bps. to prapan 
notes to Ihe 



No. 
Laidontte C^ 



38 



Joumd nf General Ctmference, 1840. 



rrad ropovts. 

Bish. Heddinf '8 
com. against 
Annual Con. 

Referred to 
committee of 
five. 



S. Ryerffon, of 
Canada. 



Regular call. 

^Petitions, me- 
moiiali) dsc. 



J.ScotM«fpeid. 



chairmeB of committees do not read to the Conference the 
reports presented by^ them." 

Bishop Hedding presented a memorial complaining of 
certain acts of an Annual Conference, which \^as read, and 
referred to a special committee of five, to consider and 
report thereon. On taiotion, this committee was appointied 
by nomination, and N. Bangs, W. H. Raper, Geo. Peck, 
John Dempster, and John Early, were severally nomi- 
nated and appointed. On motion, Bishop Hedding was 
respectfully requested to make to the above committee 
,the communication indicated in his memorial. 

Sishop Waugh introduced the Rev. Egerton Ryerson 
e Canada Conference. ^ 

On motion of N. Bangs, the regular order of business 
was suspended for the purpose of taking up resdutionB 
heretofore submitted respecting superannuated preachers, 
living out of the bounds of the Conferences to which they 
belong. The paper was taken up and referred to the 
Committee on Non-Besident Superannuated Travelling 
Preachers. 

The call for petitions, memorials, &c., was then renewed. 

Neu>-Ei^land Conference, — J. A. Merrill presented a 
petition from Duxbury, Massachusetts, on the subject of 
slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. Also, 
a petition from the same place, with respect to a lay 
delegation to the General Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Petitions for a Lay Delegation, &;c. 

F. Upham presented a petition from Fairhaven, Mas- 
sachusetts, on slavery. Referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

£. W. Stickney presented petitions from Provincetown, 
on slavery. Referred to the committee on that subject. 
Also, a petition from the same place, praying for a mode- 
rate episcopacy, and for a change in the mode of appoint- 
ing presiding elders. Referred to committee raised on 
these two subjects. 

New-Hampshire Conference, — S. Chamberlain presented 
petitions from Kingston circuit, and Sand Town station, 
praying General Conference not tq pass any rule to pre- 
vent the investigation or discussion of the subject of 
slavery, or any other question involving great moral prin- 
ciples, by our preachers and people. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Slavery. 

J. Templeton presented a memorial from Chelsea, 
Vermont, of similar character, which received Uie same 
reference. 

Also, the appeal of Jonas Scott, from the decision of 
that Conference, by which he was located without hie 
consent. Laid on the table for the present. 

PUiehurg Conference^ — C. Cooke presented a resolution 
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from this Annual Conference, concurring unanimously ^J^^S!^^^ 
with the Ohio Conference, against drawing on the Book 
Concern for defra3ring the expensed of the delegates to 
the General Conference. Referred to the Committee on 
Expenses. • 

Also the concurrence of said Conference, by a vote of 
ninety to four, in favour of Mr. Wesley's rule on spiritu- 
ous liquors. Referred to Committee on Temperance. 

Also, a resolution of the same Conference, dissenting ^ 
by a vote of eighty-seven to five from the New-England 
Conference resolution, on the subject of slavery. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Erie Conference,—^, Chandler presented the unanimous 
concurrence of this Conference in the resolution of the 
New-York Conference on Mr. Wesley's rule. Referred 
to the Committee on Temperance. 

Also, the non-concurrence of said Conference in the 
New-England resolution on slavery, by a vote of eighty- 
six to three. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Also, a statement respecting the Centenary Fund of 
that Conference. Referred to the Committee on Cente- 
nary Subscriptions. 

Black River Conference. — G. Baker presented a me- 
morial on slavery from Mexicoville. Referred to the 
Committee on Slavery. 

Oneida Conference. — Elias Bowen presented two me- 
morials from Madison and one from Morrisville on slavery. 
Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Z. Paddock presented petitions from New- York Mills, 
on temperance and slavery. Referred to the appropriate 
eommitees. 

Ohio Conference, — J. Young presented a paper relating 
to the Blendon Young Men's Seminary. Referred to the 
Committee on Education. 

Missouri Conference. — A. Munroe presented the vote of 
unanimous non-concurrence in the New-England resolu- 
tion on slavery. Referred tp Committee on Slavery. 

Indiana Conference. — C. W. Ruter presented a vote of 
the unanimous concurrence of this Conference with New- 
York Conference, on the insertion of Mr. Wesley's rule 
on spirituous liquors-^seventy-nine votes. Referred to i 

Committee on Temperance. Also, the unanimous non- 
concurrence, by eighty-one votes, of this Conference in 
the New-England Conference resolution on slavery. 
Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Holston Conference, — E. S. Sevier presented the unani- 
mous vote, (forty-one votes,) in concurrence with New- 
York Conference, in favour of inserting Mr. Wesley's 
rule on spirjtuous liquors. Referred to Committee on 
Temperance. 
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Ne^hjeraey Cm^erence. — R. W. Petherbrid^e pr^eot^d 
tbe concurrence, by a vote of seventy^six to four, in the 
New-York resolution on Mr. Wesley's rule. Referred 
to GoiDiBittee on Temperance. Also, a vote of unanimous 
dissent from the New-England Conference resolution on 
alarery: Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

N. Bangs moved to call up two resolutions respecth^ 
appeals heretofore submitted. On motion they were 
called up, and referred to the Revisal Committee. 

On motion of G. W. Ruter apd E. Bowen, it was re- 
solved, ^* That so much of the Bishops' Address as relates to 
the admission of members into our Church from amopg 
other denominations, be referred to the Committee on the 
Mode of receiving Ministers of other Denominations." 

On motion of J. A. Collins and J. B. Houghtaling, it 
was resolved to instruct the Committee on Revisal to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, 
(chap. 1, sec, 4, ans. 2 to ques. 3,) as after the word 
"superintendence" to insert, " Provided no * probationer 
in ^a Annual Confefence be appointed to any college or 
seminary." 

On motion of R. W. Petherbridge and S. Luckey, the 
Committee on Revisal were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of altering the probationary term of a travelling 
preacher from two to four years, (p. 38, Dis.) This, pro- 
posal was la^d on the table. 

On motion, the resolutions of brother Luckey, respect- 
ing the continuance of preachers in military stations and 
other cases for a longer, period than two years, were taken 
up, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

C. Sherman aivi S. Miner submitted the following, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisal : — 

" Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal, &c., be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of adding the fol- 
lowing items to the list of duties of those who have charge 
of circuits. Discipline, sec. 9, page 40. 

/'I. To enter in a book provided for the purpose the 
names of persons admitted on trial, with the date of such 
admission, and also the time of their being received into 
foil membership. 

" 3i To keep a regular church registejt, consisting of the 
names of all the members in his charge. Of admissions 
by certificate, of the baptism of adults and of 9hildren, of 
removals by certificate, of deaths and expulsions. 

"3. To enter in a separate book the names of persons 
joined together in matoimony by himself and colleagues, 
with accompanying dates." 

Moved by the same, to instruct the same committee on 
the expediency of striking out from Discipline, sec. 3» 
p. 164, under the question, "What are the duties qf stew- 
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atda?'' the phrase, '*to register the marriages and bap- 
tisms." 

On m(Hion, Conference adjourned to meet Monday 
morning, half-past eight o'clock. 



J.M,BottttMttC 

Wtmtmpjpi. 



MONDAY MORNING, MAY 11. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, and was 
opened by reading the word of God, singing and prayer, 
by brother James M'Mahon. Bishop Morris in the chair. 

B. M. Drake presented the certificate of election of 
John M. Holland as a delegate to this body, which was 
read, and brother Holland took his seat. 

The chair announced the following committee on the com. mi wes- 
memorial of the Western Historical Society : — Joseph S. SJSet^***"^** 
Tomlinson, Manly Tooker, John A. Collins. 

T. Spicer, chairman of the Committee on Revisal, pre- Reports from 
sented a report proposing to amend the rule requiring r^^iq^o.T 
arbitration between members of our church concerning the 
payment of. debts. Read, and laid on the table ior the 
present. . 

Also, a report recommending sundry specified alterations No. 0. 
in the Discipline. Read, and laid on the table for the 
present. 

On motion of William Capers, Conference resolred to 
suspend the resolutions forbidding chairmen of committees 
to read reports presented by them, to enable the chairman 
of Committee on Revisal to read the reports of that 
committee. 

The President called for memorials, petitions, &c. 

Maine Conference. — William C. Larrabee presented a petttiona, .„ 
naemoriai from Maine Wesleyan Seminary. Referred to lutiow, *c. 
Committee on Book Concern. 

NetD-Hampshire Conference. — ^J. Perkins presented the 
concurrence of the New-Hampshire Conference in the re- 
solution of the New-England Conference eonceming 
slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. Also, 
the unanimous concurrence of that Conference with the 
New- York Conference on the restoration of Mr. Wesley's 
rule on spirituous liquors, one hundred and thirteen 
voting in farour. Referred to the Committee on Tem- 
perance. 

Troy Conference. — J. B. Houghtaling presented reso^ 
lutions of unanimous concurrence with the New-York 
Conference on restoring Mr, Wesley's rule on spirituous 
liquors. • 

Also, the non-concurrence of the Troy Ccmference in 
the New-England Conference resolution on slavery. 
Be&rred to Committee on Slavery. 

JShekRioer Canferenee.-^G. Baker presented the ooH^ 
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concDTFence of that Conference in New-England resolu- 
tion on slavery. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Bishop Hedding presented the memorial of H. B^rtlett 
of the New- York Conference, complaining that it had 
withheld his legal claim as a superannuated preacher. 
Read, and referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy. 

N. Bangs presented a communication from Rev. R. R. 
Gurley, Secretary of the American Colonization Society, 
which was read, and on motion referred to, a select com- 
mittee of five. 

Ohio Conference, — ^William H. Raper presented a sealed 
document, which, on motion, was opened by the Secretary, 
and proved to be a memorial on slavery, a copy of which had 
been presented before. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Illinois Conference, — ^John T. Mitchell presented the 
unanimcftis non-concurrenqe of that Conference, ninety- 
five voting, in the New-England Conference resolution 
on slavery. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Kentucky Conference. — T.N. Ralston presented the con- 
currence of that Conference with the New- York Conferr 
ence, for restoring Mr. Wesley's rule on spirituous liquors. 
Referred to Committee on Temperance. The vote of the 
Kentucky Conference on this resolution was seventy-six 
to one. 

Also,, the said Conference, dissenting unanimously, 
seventy-nine voting, from the New-England Conference 
resolution on slavery. Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

Also, resolutions of same Conference, instructing their 
delegates to the General Conference to use their efl^rts 
to procure certain alterations in the Discipline. Referred 
to Committee on Revisal. 

Mississippi Conference. — William Winans presented 
resolutions, dissenting from the New- York Conference 
(by a vote of thirty-eight to eleven) in favour of restoring 
Mr. Wesley's rule' on spirituous liquors. Referred to 
Temperance Committee. 

Alabama Conference. — Bishop Morris presented papers 
in reference to the late Dr. Kennon's book business. 
Referred to the Committee on Book Concern. 
. Georgia Conference. — L. Pierce presented a resolution 
of that Conference, dissenting (by a vote of thirty-six to 
twenty-eight) from the New- York Conference resolution 
on restoring Mr, Wesley's rule on spirituous liquors. 
Referred to Committee on Temperance. 

Also, the unanimous non-concurrence, sixty-four voting, 
in the New-England Conference resolution on slavery. 
Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Also, the concurrence of that Conference with the 
Ohio Conference in recommending, by a vote of sixty-six 
iQiOne^ the Generi^l Conference not to defray the expenses 
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of delegates from the Book Conceni. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Expenses. 

BaUimare Conference, — John A. Collins presented a 
communication from Dr. Bond, sen., with respect to mis- 
sions iti Southern Africa. Read, and referred to Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

S. 6. Roszel presented the concurrence of this Confer- 
ence with the Ohio Conference, in recommending, by a 
vote of ninety-seven yeas, and twenty-two nays, to the 
General Conference, not to draw on the Book Concern to 
defray the expenses of their delegates. 

A. N. Filmore presented resolutions of the Genesee 
Conference dissentmg from the New-England Conference 
on slavery, by a vote of sixty to thirty. Referred to 
Committee on Slavery. 

A. Moiiroe presented resolutions of concurrence from 
the Missouri Conference in the New-York Conference 
resolution in favour of restoring Mr. Wesley's rule on 
ardent spirits, forty-nine votes in favour, and none op- 
posed. ' Referred to Committee on Temperance. 

W. Winans presented resolutions of the Mississippi 
Conference dissenting from the Ohio Conference (by 
twenty-nine to one) on the expenses of delegates to the 
Greneral Conference. Referred to the Committee on 
Expenses. 

On motion" of N. Bangs, Conference called up* the fol- ^'^j^^' *•* 
lowing preamble and resolutions, submitted by him on DisciiiUiie. 
Friday last, and then partially discussed : — ^ 

" Whereas the book of Discipline, in consequenoe of 
alterations and amendments from time to time, has be- 
come obscure in some places, and apparently contra- 
dictory in others ; therefore, resolved, 

" 1 . That a committee of three be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be, in the interval of the General Conference, to 
revise the Discipline, and adjust the several parts, so 
a|i to make them harmonize one with another; remove 
obscurities, by correcting the phraseology without alter- 
ing the sense ; and to prepare a copious alphabetical 
index to the whole; and when the revision is com- 
pleted, the Book Agents at New- York shall publish a 
specimen edition, sufficiently large to furnish each dele- 
gate to the next General Conference with a copy ; to 
whom it shall be submitted to be disposed of as the • 

General Conference may see fit and right. 

** 2. That our Editor be, and is hereby instructed, to pre- 
pare a full and perfect index to the Discipline, to be pub- 
lished with the next edition ; and that the agents be, and 
hereby are, directed to publish an edition of the same itt 
an octavo form, with a large and clear type, for the use 
of ohurches and old people, and others who may prefer it; 
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and that the agents be requested to fiumish it to chimheB 
at wholesale prices, which shall be as low* as it can be 
offered." s 

J. H. Power moyed the following substitute for the J&rst 
itesolution :~" Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal 
be instructed so to alter any language in the Discipline, if 
necessary, as to reconcile any apparent discrepancies, and 
recommend any other alterations that may occnr to them 
Ml their examination, in any part of the Discipline subject 
to revisal, so as to lead to the better understanding thereof 
and to harmonize the administration ; and report the same 
at their earliest convenience to this Conference." 

The first resolution was then withdrawn by the mover. 
A motion to lay brother Power's resolution on the table 
was lost ; and the question recurring on the originsd. reso- 
lution, it, also, was loet. * 

The second resolution was read, and amended* It was 
amended,'^ then divided, and adopted as follows : — 

" Resol ved,That our Editor be, and he hereby is, instruct- 
ed to prepare a more perfect index to the Discipline in 
alphabetical order, to be published with the next edition 
of the Discipline ; and that the Agents be, and hereby 
are, directed to publish an edition of the same in a 12 mo. 
form, with a large and clear type, for the use of churches 
and old people, or other^s who may prefer it, and that the 
Agents be requested to furnish it at the whdesale price to 
Churches, which shall be as low as it can be afforded." 

C. W. Ruter presented a resolution of the Indiana Con-' 
ference, concurring with the Ohio Conference in relation 
to the expenses of the delegates to the General Confer- 
ence. Referred, to the Committee pn Expenses. 

J. Perkins presented resolutions of the N. Hampshire 
Conference dissenting from the Ohio Conference in the 
^hove matter. Refeixed to the Committee on Expenses. 

J, B. Houghtaling presented a resolution of the Troy 
Conference concurring with the Ohio Conference^as above. 
Referred to the Committee on Expenses. 

William Winans presented a resolution of the Missis- 
sippi Conference respecting an alteration in the rule of 
Discipline, chap. 2, sec. 8, so as to make it prohibit the 
isanufacture, purchase, or sale of ardent spirits, except for 
medical purposes. Twenty-one for, and twenty against 
the motion. Referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

T. Spicer offered three resolutions, proposing amend- 
ments and alterations in our Discipline, which were 
referred to Uie Committee on Revisal. 

When these had been referred, L. L. Hamljine m^ed 
to take up the report, laid on the table by the last Gen«»I 
Conference, on a " Theological Library." Moved to lay 
ihia resolution on the table; an4 w^^e*thi8 motion waa 
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pending, the Conference adjourned, to meet to-morrow 
morning at half-past eight o'clock. 



TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 12. 

Conference met, pursuant to adjoumn^ent, Bidhep Ro- 
berts in the chair, and was opened with religious exercises 
by brother Winans. 

The chair announced the following ootnmittee, on the Committee on 
communication of the « American Colonization Society :" JSiee.^***'^ 
John Early, Nathan Bangs, Giezen Filmore, John F. 
Wright, and L. L. Hamline. 

Joseph Hddich was released from the Committee on 
the Letter of Robert Emory, and Peter Akers appointed 
in his place. 

John A. Collins was released from the Committee on 
the Historical Society, and Edwin Dorsey appointed in 
his place. 

On motion of H. Slicer, the regular ofder of business ^^SSo^^"*' 
was suspended, to enable him to present the appeal of 
William Houston, who had been located by the Baltimore 
Conference without his consent. The appeal was then 
presented, and referred to the committee appointed on 
the case of William Heath. 
. The President called for the reports of standing and 
select committees^! 

John Early, chairman of Committee on Episcopacy; 
presented the following report, which on motion was 
.adopted i — 

" The committee to whom was referred the petition of thd 
North Carolina and Virginia Conferences, praying the 
General Conference to make it the duty of our superin- 
fendents to supply the station at Randolph Macon College, 
alternately^ from these Conferences, have had the same 
under consideration, and recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution : Resolved, That it is inexpedient to 
grant the prayer of the petitioners. Respectfully sub- 
Hlttted, John Eaklt, Chairman. 

'rBidUmore, May 12, 1840." 

T, Spicer, chairman of Committee on Revisal, presented '^i^f'^ ■•'^^ 
a report respecting the locaticm of preachers without their 
consent ; and on the moral and religious training of bap- 
tized children; which was read, and a motion made fof 
its adoption. After some discussion, and amendment, the 
ceport was adopted as follows :-^ 

'* The Committee on Kevisat and Unfinished Budned# 
beg leave to report, That they have taken into consideration 
the memorial dated ^Sandwich, July, 1839, relative tdf 
amending the rule respecting th# locating preachers ior 
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cextain cases without their consent. Yonr coidmitteei 
after carefully weighing this subject, and the interests of 
the church which are involved in this matter, have come 
to the conclusion, that no alteration of the present rule is 
necessary. 

" Your committee's attention was also directed to the 
moral and religious training of baptized children among 
us. Your committee are of opinion that no further rule on 
this subject is necessary." 
An«^ of !>• On motion of S. Luckey, Conference suspended the 
***'* regular order of business, to take up the appeal of Rev. 
Daniel Dorchester from the decision of the New-England 
Conference in 1839. 

The record in the case was read frdm the Jouinal of 
the New-England Conference, by which it appeared that 
Daniel Dorchester was charged as follows : — 
Ghttseamctspe- " Charge. — For exceeding the powers of his office. 

" Spec^cation. — In peremptorily arresting the Quarterly 
Meeting Conference, 'on the evening of the 13th day of 
August last, in the midst of business which he had allowed 
them to commence ; and for suddenly and unprecedentediy 
adjourning the Conference contrary to the express wish of 
a great majority of the Conference, thereby abridging 
them in the exercise of their privileges of an associate 
boiy." 

The President permitted the appeal to come before the 
Conference. After some conversation respecting the or- 
der to be pursued in attending to the case, on motion of 
William A. Smith, it was resolved, "That Brother Dorches- 
ter be permitted to make his defence himself, 'or by aid 
of counsel, or bqth, as he may choose." Brother Dorches- 
ter addressed the Conference, and had proceeded some 
time therein, when the Conference adjourned, to meet 
this afternoon at three o'clock. ^ 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Hed- 
ding in the chair, and was opened with the usual religious 
exercises by brother H. G. Leigh. 
J^^H^ '9i Di Conference resumed the consideration of the appeal of 
**"***•**"• Daniel Dorchester, who further addressed the Conference 
in his defence. The reading of a certain paper by him 
was objected to, whereupon, on motion of D. Ostrander, 
Conference resolved that brother Dorchester have leave 
to read that paper, or any other he may wish. Brother 
Dorchester then proceeded with, and finished his address. 

Brother Crandall, ScoU, Merrill, and Stickney, mem- 
bers of the delegation from New^England Conference, 
each addressed the Conference in re|dy to brother Dor* 
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Chester, and in defence of tbe course pursued by the New- 
England Conference. 

Brother Holdich rose in behalf of the appellant ; but ^JSSjuS^ 
signifying his preference to make his remarks to-qiorrow, fendant. 
Conference, on motion, adjourned to meet to-morrow 
morning, at half-^past eight o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 13. 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment. Bishop An« 
drew in the chair, and was opened with religious exercises 
by brother William H. Raper. 

The President called for reports of standing and select • 
committees. 

Tobias Spicer, chairman of Committee on Rerisa], pre- Beviiai, No. 8 
sented a report on a course of reading and study for local 
preachers. 

This was read, and laid on the table for one day, in 
conformity with the rule. 

Also, in favour of amending the rule, requiring a note jUTini, No. ». 
of recommendation to be given to members of society re- 
moving from one circuit or station to another. Disposed 
of as the above. " 

On motion of J. A. Collins, the report of the C!ommittee 'Rofor. to coo). 
on the Judiciary, of 1836, in relation to a memorial from westaKnSiuS 
Westmoreland and Lancaster circuits, Baltimore Confer- circuit, 
ence, was referred to the committee raised on the memorial 
from Westmoreland circuit to this Conference. 

Conference resumed the consideration of the appeal d ^Jfi^' ^' 
Daniel Dorchester, of the New-England Conference. 

Brother Holdic^ addressed the Conference in reply to 
the New-England delegation, and in behalf of brother 
Dorchester.* When he had concluded, various proposi- 
tions were made for the disposition of the case, pending 
the proceedings on which, the question being raised. 
Bishop Andrew decided that the delegates from the New- 
England Conference are not permitted further to discuss 
the appeal. From this decisidn an appeal was taken by 
William Winans, and on the question, ** Shall the decision 
of the chair stand as the judgment of the Conference ?** 
it was decided in the affirmative, and the chair sus- ' 
tained. 

Brother Ignatius A. Few then moved, that the delegates 
from the New-England Conference be not permitted to 
vote on this appeal. This was laid on the table, and the 
following resolution, offered by brother Few, was adopted 
by a vote of one hundred and twenty yeas, and seventeen 
nays, namely : — 

" Resolved, That the decision of the New-England Con«> 
ference of 1839» censuring Rev. D. Dorchester, and tt^ 
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qMring him to pursue a different course in future, be, and 
the same is hereby reversed." 

On motion of N. Bangs, the report of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, with respect to ordaining a bishop for Africa, 
was taken up. The report was read, and a motion to 
amend, by striking out the letters '^ in/' of the first reso- 
lution, so as to make it read '* expedient" <&c., was made* 
The motion to amend was laid on thetable for the present. 
Bishop Waugh stated that the superintendents were ready 
to make a communication, assigning reasons why one of 
their number had not visited Africa, in conformity with 
visiting Africa! the request of the General Conference of 1836. 

» On motion it was resolved. That Conference will dow 
receive the communication. It was read by BislK^ 
^ Waugh, and on motion it was resolved, by a unanimous 
rising tote. That the explanation of the superintendents ia 
satisfactory. 

The report was resumed, the above amendment still 
pending. A further amendment was proposed by brother 
Capers, which was accepted by Dr. Bangs. On motion 
this amendment was laid on the table. After some di^* 
cussion of the proposal to strike out the letters '' in," Con- 
ference adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at half-past 
' eight o'clock. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 14. 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Waugh in the chair, and was opened with reading a por- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing and prayer, by Rev. 
Joseph Lybrand. 

The President called for reports of standing and select 
committees. 

S. Luckey, diairman of the Committee on Missiou«v, 
pip^sented a report recommending sundry amendments to 
the Constitution of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Read, and laid on toe table* 

N. Bangs, chairman of the Committee on Slaveiy, re-? 
ported in part, that that committee, at present, cannot act 
on any or the si]^jects referred to them in the Bishops' 
Addrera touching Uie acts of Annual Conferences on die 
subject of slavery and abolitionism, and asking to be dis- 
eharged from the further consideration of all such matters 
as properly come before the Committee on Itinerancy^ 
A motion, by H. G. Leigh, to recommit to the Committee 
on Slavery, prevailed. 

T. Spicer, chairman of Committee on Revisal, reported 
in part, on transposing and re-arranging certain portions 
of tne Discipline. Moved by W« Winans to rea>mfliit the 
teport to committee, with instructions. After discussion, it 
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xras moved to lay this on the table. Carried, and the re- 
port itself was then laid on the table. 
* T. Spicer, from the same committee, submitted a report 
respecting the trial of local preachers, which was i^ead by 
the chairman, and laid on the table. 

T. Spicer, from the same committee, also made a report 
respecting the rule of Discipline relating to the admission 
of strangers, or persons not members of our church, into 
love-feasts. Read by the chairman, and laid on the 
table. 

John Early, chairman of the Committee on the Com- 
munication of R. R. Gurley, Seci;etary*of the American 
Colonization Society, presented a report, which was read, 
and a motioA made for its adoption. Moved to lay it on 
the table. Lost. 

A division was called for, so as to take up, in connected 
order, the resolutions appended to the report. The first 
resolution was read, and while under consideration, a mo- 
tion was made to reconsider the vote laying the report 
on the table, which prevailed ; and then, on motion, the 
report was laid on the table, and made the order of the day 
for Monday next. 

' M. Richardson, chairman of the Committee on the 
Book Concern, presented a report, which was read. It 
was moved to lay the report on the table. Lost. A mo- 
tion was then made to adopt the report. A division was 
called for, and the first resolution was read and adopted. 
The second resolution was read. S. Luckey moved to 
amend it so as to make it read, '^ that the Book Agents be 
directed," <fec. Carried ; and the resolution, as amended, 
was adopted. The third resolution was read. T. Spicer 
moved to amend, so as to read, " that the Book Agents be 
directed," <fec. Prevailed. It was further amended by 
striking out " him," and inserting " J. S. Taylor." P. P. 
Sandford moved to insert the word "not," before the 
words "to release." B. Mi Drake moved to lay this mo- 
tion on the table. Carried. S. Luckey moved to amend, 
by inserting the words,. " in case he did order more Uian 
fifty dollars' worth of books." On motion, this was laid on 
the table. The resolution, as amended, was then adopted. 
The fourth resolution was read. J. S. Tomlinson moved 
the following as a substitute, " That in the opinion of the 
Conference, the Book Concern has no just claim against 
Jesse Hale." B. M. Drake moved to lay the substitute" 
on the table. Lost. The substitute was then adopted^ 
and the resolution in this form prevailed. The fifth reso- 
lution wa(^ read, and adopted. The sixth resolution was 
read. N. Bangs moved to amend by inserting "or pa- 
tronage ;" an amendment by L. L. Hamline, to insert the 
word ^<chan4Bi«d'^ befoipe "seminaries," was adiiiitted. 

4 
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J. S. TomlinaoQ moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding the words, " whose charters secure to our chur^ 
permanent control and management over them.*^ While 
this was pending, William Winans offered a aubstitute for 
^e wliole, namely : — *' Resolved, That upon any board of 
trustees of any college or seminary of learning making a 
satisfactory showing to the Book Agents at New- York, cnr 
Cincinnati, that the institutions under their care are, by 
their charters, placed under the permanent control or par 
tronage of any Annual Conference or Conferentses ; th^ 
said Agents shall sell a copy of each book on the General 
Catalogue of the books published by them at fifty per cenU 
discount, and shall furnish all §uch institutions a copy 
each of all the periodicals pubfished under the directioa 
of the General Conference." 

Professor Hddich addressed the Conference ; bat be* 
fere concluding, the Conference adjourned. 



FRIDAY, MAY 16, 

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Mor* 
lis in the chair, and was opened with reading a portion 
of the Holy Scripture, singing and prayer, by Rev. T. 
Stringfield. 
' On motion of J. A. Collins, it was resolved to mspend 

the regular order of business, to take up the report of the 
Committee on the Book Concern, which h^ been partly 
acted upon. 
Wm. Winans' The resolution ofiered by W. Winans, as a substitute 
•^titjoeyfccj fQj. tiig gixth resolutioja of the committee, was still pend-* 
gire way for a iug* E^rts were mado to amend it; but the whole wa9 
S'fSS!! ^ withdrawn, to make way for a substitute offered by R. 
Paine in the following, words, namely : — 

" Resolved, That the Book Agents at New-York and 
^Cincimmti be, and hereby are, directed to famish for casb 
to each of the collegee and oth^r literary ibstitutkms under 
the control and patronage of any Annual Conference, at 
copy of all the books included in the General Catalogue 
of books published by the Book Concern, at fifty per cent, 
discount on retaE prices; and to fumssb to said in*' 
stitutiona all our periodicals gratuitously ; protndei, that 
on application for said books, the Annual Conference m 
which such institution may be located shall fcnrward a 
certificate th^t it is under their control and patronage, and 
promises permanent and extensive usefoliiess." ^ 

Moved to lay on the table. Lost. 

The substitute then passed, and in this form tbe sixtb 
resolution was adopted. 

The. seventh resoIulioQ was read, and adopted ; as wa9 
aleo ^ eighth, with i^ slight verbal alteratiovu The k^ 
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port iu wbole, as amended, was then adopted, and reeds 
as follows, namely : — 

" The Committee on the affairs of the Book Concern **p*2^|J ^: 
beg leave to present the following report (in part.) The ^m. Farra|i«' 
committee have had under consideration the application "^ '^ «-*^— 
of Rev. C. £. Fulton to be released from a claim (for one 
thousand Almanacs) held by the Book Agents again^ 
him ; and beg leave to present the ibllowing resolution : 

" 1. Resolved, That it be recommended to the Book 
Agents to release said Fulton from the said claim. 

^' The committee have also had under consideration the i^«^<^ * 
memorisfl of Rev. R. Aldridge, asking to be released from 
a claim for books whiph sunk in the river, and beg leave 
to offer the following resolution : — 

^ 2. Resolved, That the Book Agents be directed to re<- 
lease said Aldridge from the above claim. ^ 

• " They have had under consideration also the application *^JJJJ ^ ^* * 
of Rev. J. S. Taylor to be released from a claim for book« """ 
which were lost by shipwreck ; and they beg leave to 
offer the following resolution : — 

" 3. Resolved, That the Book Agents be directed to re- 
lease J. S. Taylor from said claim. 

''They have had under consideration also the applicati<m 
of Rev. Jesse Hale, to be released from a claim held 
against him by the Book Agents for books, which yout 
committee think were charged to him at Feci^il prices : ^ ^ 

from this, and other considerations, your committee are 
induced to offer the following resolution : — 

" 4. Resolved, That the Book Agents be directed to re- 
lease said Hale from the above-named claim, principal 
and interest. ' 

" They have had under consideration also the application ^]£ji2rf*** m1 
of William Kennon to release the estate of R. L. Kennon tate. 
from a claim held against it by the Book Agents, and beg 
leave to offer the following resolution: — 

" 5. Resolved, That in the judgment of your committee, 
the papers in this case shoi^ld be referred to the Book 
Agents at New- York for investigation, who shall forward, 
ihem, with all the information to be gathered from their 
books» to the Alabama Conference, which shall have powet 
to settle the claim. 

" The committee have had under consideration, also, mer ^^ ^^''''^'¥?f 
morials relating to the supply of books and periodicale to ^ ^*** -- 
our colleges and semyiaries, and beg leave to offer the 
Ibllowing resolution :-r— 

*' 6. Resolved, That the Book Agents at New-York and 
Cincinnati be, and hereby are, instructed to fqrnish for 
qashy to each of the colleges and other literary institutions 
under the control, and patronage of any Annual Confem 
ence, a copy pf all the books iniiluded in the Gene^> 
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Catalogue, at fifty per cent discount on retail prices ; and 
to furnish said institutions all our periodicals gratuitously; 
provided, that on application for said books, the Annual 
Conference in which such institution may be located shaH 
forward a certificate that it is under their control and pa- 
tronage, and promised permanent and extensive useful- 
ness. 

*' The committee have had under consideration, also, the 
change of the form of the Christian Advocate and Journal, 
and the propriety of admitting advertisements into that 
paper, and beg leave to submit the following resolution : — 

" 7. Resolved unanimously, That it be continued in its 
present form, ^nd that advertisements be not admitted. 

" Your committee have had under consideration, also, the 
affairs of the Southern Christian Advocate, and beg leave 
to offer the following resolution : — 

"8. Resolved, That its condition is prosperous, and 
that its publication be continued. 

"Submitted, M. Richardson, Chairman, 

" Baltimore, May 13, 1840." 

Reports from standing and select committees were 
called for. 

R. Paine, chairman of the Committee on Superannuated 
Preachers, made a report in favour of changing the 
responsibility of superannuated preachers from the Con- 
ference of which they are members to the Conference 
in whose bounds they reside. And also in reference to 
supernumerary preachers who refuse to do the work as- 
signed them by the bishops. Read, and laid on the table. 

L. L. Hamline, chairman of the Committee on Memo- 
rials to establish Periodicals for Females, presented a re- 
port, which was read. Moved to lay it on the table. Lost. 
A motion was made for adoption. The first, second, and 
third resolutions were adopted. The report in whole 
was then adopted, as follows : — 

" The committee to whom was referred the resolutions 
of the Ohio^^ Annual Conference on the subject of * esta- 
blishing a periodical for females beg leave to report — 
That in forming a conclusion in regard to the propriety of 
establishing such a periodical, it became necessary to in- 
quire into the wants of the church and the feasibility of 
. the enterprise. 

" Under the first inquiry, the committee would reinind 
the Conference of the fact, that periodicals of a specific 
cliaracter and adaptation have become common, and that 
the M. £. Church has in this respect fallen in with the 
customs and taste of society. Magazines for youth atid^ 
chiidreii are multiplied, and Methodism, ever willing to 
adpp^ whatever appliances fer moral good itiay come itf 
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Jbe^ way, has seized this means, add uses it with good ^JSS^iJ^^. 
effect. 

** But periodicals designed especially for female* — for 
the mothers and daughters of the land — are also mul- 
tij^ied^ and much of the periodical literature of the day, 
:whether for entertainipent or for edification, is specifically 
adapted and dedicated to the ladies. And the commit^ 
tee regret to have it. to urge as a matter of fact oti the 
attention of the Conference, that a great portion of this 
literature is of a light and trivial character. Many of 
those who contribute to it, aim not to provide aliment for 
the Understanding, but food for a morbid appetite. An 
antidote is needed. And although there are graver peri^ 
odicals for females, yet there are none in these United 
States which inculcate the pure doctrines of God's word 
as held' and deemed important by our Church. It has be" 
come customary for opulent American families to take at 
least one such periodical ; and it seems to the committee of 
high importance, that in a religious community, containing 
eight hundre4 thousand souls, one, at least, blending if pos* 
sible the theology of the Bible, as inculcated by Methodism, 
with the attractions of a chastened literature, should be 
placed within the reach of our female members. 

" And this, the committee believe, can be done without 
even the hazard of pecuniary loss, or of curtailing the 
eirculation of any existing periodical of the church. Oar 
book establishments furnish peculiar facilities for its ac- 
complishment, Inasmuch as the mechanical appsuratus of 
those establishments would answer in part for that pur- 
pose, and probably no addition to the corps editorial would 
be necessary. The committee are convinced that the 
contemplated publication may be so located as not to cur- 
tail the circulation of our existing periodicals. Look, for 
instance, at the great west. Almost one half of our white 
menabers dwell in the valley of/the MississippL Our pe« 
riodicals in pamphlet form have no circulation of any 
value, either for pecuniary or mc»:al purposes, in that vast 
re^on. ^ There the field is broad, and populous, and in- 
viting for this publication. 

^* In favour of locating it there the committee deem itr 
proper to suggest, — 

'* First. That no Conference periodical in pamphlet 
form is published west of the mountains. 

" Second. No periodical for females is published in all 
tile west, except a small (nagazine by a minister of the 
Methodist Protestant Church in Cincinnati, and ' The 
Ladies' Universalist Magazine' in Northern Ohio. 

'* Third. Female education is exciting unprecedented 
interest in the west, and conventions and colleges of teach- 
ers Are discussing it with extreme earoestoeas aad xeaL 
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\ff^ " Fourth* Roman Catholics are takiag a most aaxiottb 
part in these dispnssions, and, as the foster parents of female 
mind and sentiment, spare no pains in endeavouring to 
sway popular opinion and direct public action on this 
suhject. In view of all the facts the committee beg leaF^ 
to recommend to the General Conference the adoption of 
the following, viz. : — 

" Resolved bj the General Conference of the M. E. 
Church, 

" First. That it is expedient to establish a religions 
periodioii for the benefit of females. 

" Second, That the Book Agents at Cincinnati, Ohio, be, 
and they are hereby authorized to commence the publica- 
tion of such a periodical, as soon as in their opinion and 
in the judgment of the Cincinnati Book Committee there 
will be sufficient patronage to sustain it. 

" Third, Thatthe periodical aforesaid shall be in pamph- 
let form, shall be issued monthly, and the amount of mnu 
ter and the subscription price of each yearly volume shall 
not exceed those of the Methodist Magazine and Quarterly 
Review. 

" All which is respectfully submitted, 

*' L. L. Hamlins, Chairman.^ 

D. Ostraader offered a resolution concerning trusteed 
and official members, who claim the right to control the 
pulpits, and refuse to receive the preachers sent by the 
proper authorities of the church, or to permit them to oc- 
cupy the churches or parsonages. Read, and on motion 
laid on the table. 

On motion, the Conference resolved to take up the re- 
port of the Committee on the Episcopacy, in relation to 
ike appointment of a Bishop for Africa. Amendments to 
the report were proposed by N. Bangs and J. Early, 
which were read, and it was moved to recommit the re- 
port. Carried. The proposed amendments were then 
referred to the committee. 
onaikeiinrDiB- The following Tosolution was offered by G. Filmore: 
" Resolved, That in the first answer to ques. 1, sec. 2, 
part 1, page 155 of the Discipline, the words, ' and with 
free seats,' be stricken out ; also, that the fourth answer. 
to the same question be stricken out." 'Read, and on 
motion referred to the Committee on Churches and 
Parsonages. 

S. Luckey offered the following resolution : " Resolved, 
That a committee be appointed to inquire , whether any, 
and if any,, what provision can be made for the hearing 
and trial of appeals from the decision of Annual Confer- 
ences, the trial of complaints against the Bishops, and all 
othet Executive business now done by the General Con- 
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fetence, more firequehtly than once in fotnr years, and to 
report thereon. Read, and the question being on its adop- 
tion, it was rejected. 

On motion of B. O. Plimpton, it was resolved, That the 
Committee on Revisal be invited to consider the propriety 
of snbstitating the word "instrumentality" for that of 
" preaching," as found in book of Discipline, chap. 1, see.- 
10, page 4S, third item. Referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

a. Bangs was excused from serving on the Committee 
raised on Bishop Hedding's Address, and D. Ostrander 
was appointed in his place. 

A, Monroe moved to call up the appeal of J. V. Potts. 
Carried; and on motion the appeal was made the order of 
the day for Tuesday next. 

T. Spicer offered a resolution, proposing to rectify a 
t3rpographical error in the 18th Article of Religion, 
found page 15 in Discipline, by inserting the words, 
" of the love," after the word " sign," at the end of the 
first line; for which W. Winans offered the following 
substitute : — 

'' Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Confer* 
ence, that the omission of the words, ' of the love,' in the 
18th Article, is a typographical error, and that they should 
be restored by the Editor of the General Book Concern." 
Accepted by the mover of the original resolution. 

O. Scott moved to amend, by inserting the following 
words, '* and also the substitution of the word * or* for 
' and,^ in the general rule on slavery/' Lost, and the 
above substitute was adopted. 

G. Peck moved to call up the appeal of Silas Comfort. 
Carried ; and the appeal was made the order of th^ day 
for to-morrow, (Saturday.) 

Conference then adjourned, to meet to-morrow mommg 
at half-past eig^t o'clock. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 16. 

Conference met pursuant to adjourament. Bishop Ro« 
belts in the chair, and was opened with reading a portion 
of the Holy Scriptures, singing and prayer, by brotheif S. 
K. Hodges. 

The journal was read, and O. Scott moved to amend it 
by inserting the words, " it being understood to be n ty^ 
ppgrapfaical enroTy but the evidence of this fact not being 
satisfactory to the Confierenee," to come after the word 
*' slavery," in the amendment moved by him to the reso- 
lution of the Conference directing the Editcnr of the 
Geneial Book Concern to restore the words, " of the love," 
in the 18th Article of Religion. (See Journal of Friday.) 
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^l first, the motion to amend the journal prevailed ; bnt 
the vote was reconsidered, and thereupon the amendment 
was withdrawn by the mover. 

The President called for reports from standing and 
select committees. W. Winans, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, presented the following report, 
accompanied with a resolution : — 

" The Committee on Itinerancy, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Rev. H. Bartlett, a superannuated preacher 
in the New- York Conference, complaining that his claim 
upon the funds of said Conference had been withheld, beg 
leave to report : — 

" That as brother Bartlett is a superannuated preacher in 
the true sense. of the Discipline, and as such had a valid 
claim to his proportion of the Conference funds, which 
claim he had never relinquished ; it is the opinion of your 
committee that the action of the New- York Conference in 
the premises was incorrect. Your committee therefore 
respectfully submit the following resolution : That the 
New-York Conference had no ri^t to withhold from Rev. 
H. Bartlett his disciplinary claim upon the Conference 
funds, as a superannuated preacher ; and that said Confer- 
ence ought to refund the same. 

« W. WiNANS, Chairman,'' 

Read, and on motion adopted. 

J. Early, chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, 
presented a report in reference to appointing travelling 
preachers to agencies in benevolent and literary institutions, 
which was read, and as it was accompanied with a reso- 
lution proposing to alter a rule of Discipline, it was laid 
on the table for the present. 

Also the following report, accompanied with a resolu- 
tion, viz. : — 

**The Committee on the Episcopacy, to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of the New-England Annual Conference, 
praying the General Conference to add the following 
clause to our Discipliae, viz. : ' A Bishop shall have no 
authority to transfer a member of one Conference to 
another Conference, in opposition to the wishes of 
said member, or in opposition to the wishes of a ma- 
jority of the members of the Conference to which it is 
proposed to transfer said member,' have had the same 
under consideration, and recommend the adoption of the 
fi^owing resolution : — 

" Resolved, That the prayer of the memorialists be not 
granted. Respectfully submitted, 

''John Early, Ckaimum. 
''May 16, 1840." 

Read, and on motion adopted. 
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Oa motion of D. Ostrandeit the Contexfioce resolved to 
suspend the regular order of business, to take up the ap- 
peal of Silas Comfort. 

The appeal was taken up. A letter from the appellant '^^Sfort "^ ** 
was read, as were also the journals of the Missouri Con- 
ference, in relation to the case. 

Bishop Roberts decided, that the appeal ought no^ 
to be entertained by the General Conference. Moved 
by Ezra Robinson, that the appeal be entertained. 
Carried. 

G. Peck appeared as representative of the appellant, Geo. Peck ap- 
and addressed the Conference in his behalf, and in favour p^Sj,*"' ^^ 
of the appeal. A. Monroe, T. Johnson, and J. Green, 
delegates from the Missouri Conference, ibUo we^din reply, 
and argued to sustain the decision of the Conference 
in the premises. G. Peck responded, and concluded 
the argun^ent in behalf of the appellant. 

S. G. Roszel offered the following resolution : — 

*' Resolved, That the decision of the Missouri Confer- 
ence in the case of Silas Comfort be sustained/' 

W. Winans offered the following substitute: — 

" Resolved, That the decision of the Missouri Confer- 
ence, in the case of S. Comfort, finding him guilty of 
mal-administration, be and hereby is affirmed, and so 
much of the decision aforesaid as passes the character of 
S. Comfort without censure be and hereby is reversed*' — 
which was admitted. 

The resolution being before the Conference in this form, 
a division was called for. The first part was then read, 
and gave rise to considerable discussion, pending which, 
the second part of the resolution was withdrawn by the 
mover» 

After a protracted debate, Conference on motion re*- Trial Tote. 
solved, that the question be now taken on the resolution 
before it in the following words : — 

*' Resolved, That the decision of the Missouri Confer-* 
ence, in the case, of S. Comfort, finding him guilty of mal- 
administration, be and hereby is affirmed;" — ^and being 
put, the resolution was rejected. So the Conference re* 
fused to affirm the decision of the Missouri Conference v6k 
the case of Silas Comfort. 

On motion, Conference adjourned to meet on Monday 
morning. May 18, at half-paat eight o'clock. 

MONDAY, MAY 18. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop 
Heddiag in the chair, and Vas opened with reading a 
portion of the Scriptures, singing and prayer, by E. W. 
Stickney.. 



66 Journal tf General Conjhrenet 1840 

1^ mtpend-^ p, Crandall moved to suspend Ae re^ltur order of bu- 
siness to enable him to present some memorials. Carried. 
Memorials, 4eo. Whereupon he presented a memorial from New-Bed- 
ford on the subject of slavery. Referred to Committee on 
Slavery. 

Also, a memorial from Providence, with respect to 
baptized children. Referred to Committee on Sabbath 
Schools. 

H. B. Bascom presented three papers from the Rev. 
H. H. Kavanaugh of the Kentucky Conference, on the 
propriety of increasing the allowance to onr ministers. 
Referred to Committee on Itinerancy. 

O. Scott presentied petitions from Penn Yan, New- York, 
on slavery. Referred to the committee on that subject. 

The President called for reports from standing and se- 
lect committees. 
On receiTiBff P. P. Sandford, chairmi^n of the committee on that sub- 
B^^otSr ject» presented a report with respect to the manner of 
churcbet. receiving ministers and members of other religious de- 
nominations into our ministry and membership. Read, 
and laid on the table for th6 present. 

W. Winans offered |he following resolution : — 
Rjw^tfon ^ to « Resolved, That in order to bring protracted debates 
"* to an orderly termination, the President, when he shall 
believe that the debate has proceeded to sufficient length, 
shall submit the question, * Shall the vote on the main 
question now be taken ?' when, if a majority of the mem- 
bers voting shall so decide, the main question shall be 
immediately taken without further debate : but if a ma- 
jority of the members do not decide to vote on the question, 
the President shall not again ask for the taking of the 
main question till after four speeches, two on each side, 
shall have been made." 

When about being put to vote, a division was called for. 
The first part was read ; immediately after which, J. A. . 
^ Collins moved the following substitute for it : — '* It shall 

be in order, during the discussion of a subject before the 
Conference, for any member to move that the question be 
taken without further debate ; and if it be seconded by a 
ifilajority of the members present, the President shall im- 
mediately take the question upon the pending motion." 
After some discussion, the substitute was withdrawn by 
the mover, as was also the original resolution. Where- 
upon, the substitute was renewed, on motion of S. H. 
Thompson. 

Moved by N. Bangs to lay it on the table. Carried. 
Z. Paddock offered the following resolution : — 
»|M^«*wftto 'f Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be in- 
piine. ' structed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the* 

Discipline on page 40, sec. 9, as to make it the dtity of 
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those who have ike charge of circmtB,to keep aa accdunt 
of the BUfflber of deaths which may occut in the membeN 
ship of dieir respective charges dutidg the yeat, and to 
feport the same at the Annuaf Conference, for publication 
in the Minutes." Read, and refeired to the Comnuttee on 
Retrisal. 

On motion of N. Bangs, it was 

" Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed t6 ^^JJ^^J^^Pg; 
draw up a pastoral address to our people and friends.'' Smt*^ ^ 

On motion of J. Early/ Conference resolved to take up 
the report of the Committee on the Communication of 
R. R. Gurley, Secretary of the American Colonization 
Society. 

The report was read through, and adopted entire, as ' 

follows :-— 

"The committee appointed to take into consideration Report of 
the communication of the Rev. R. R. Gurley, Secretary SSTcS 
of th^ American Colonization Society, beg leave to re^ *«» sodrty. 
port:— 

" That, after due deliberation, we are convinced that 
the American Colonization Society is deserving the pa- 
tronage and Support of the entire Christian community, 
as exerting a most beneficial influence upon the coloured 
population of our own country, and more especially upon 
the inhabitants of Africa, particularly the colonists of Ll^ 
beria and the neighbouring native tribes. It is chiefly, 
however, as Christians and Christian ministers that we 
view this enterprise favourably, on account of the facili- 
ties it affords to the Christian missionary to extend the 
blessings of the gospel to that benighted portion of our 
globe. The success which has already attended our 
missions in that country is to us a sure indication that 
Providence designs to make Liberia a means of enlight- 
ening Africa with the light of salvation, as well as a place 
of refuge for the distressed. Under these views the 
' committee respectfully recommend to the Conference the 
adoption of the fbUowing : — 

'* 1 . Resolved, by the delgates of the several Annual Con- 
ferences in General Conference assembled, That we 
view with favour the efforts which ^re now making by 
the American Colonization Society to build up a colon^ 
on the coast of Africa with free people of colour, by thefr 
own consent. 

** 2. Resolved, dec, That the success which has hith- 
erto attended this noble and philanthropic enterprise 
is a sure pledge that if still prosecuted with wisdom and 
energy, it will be rendered a great blessing, not only to 
Ihe colonists themselves, but also to the vast population 
of Africa now enveloped in heatheti darkness. 
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^< 3. Resolyed, ^c, That we recommend this society 
to the attentioa and patronage of our brethren and friends, 
and that the several Annual Conferences who may feel 
themselves free to aid 'in this enterprise of benevolence 
to the souls and bodies of people of colour, both in our 
own country and in Africa, be, and hereby are, affection- 
ately advised and requested to adopt such measures as 
they may think suitable to promote its objects, by taking 
up collections on or about Uie 4th of July, in each year. 
*' Respectfully submitted, 

"John Early, Ckaimuuu 

'' Baitisnorey May 14, 1840." 

On motion of J. Early, Conference resolved to take up 
the resolution heretofore submitted by him, proposing an 
alteration in the Discipline, sec. 5, 4th ans. to ques. 2, 
page 29. 

Moved to refer it to Committee on Revisal andUnfi-r 
nished Business, with instructions to conform the- entire 
article to the idea contained in the resolution ; and also 
to arrange it appropriately in that part of the Discipline 
which defines the duties of a Bishop. Carried. 

J. S. Tomlinson moved to reconsider the vote of the 
Conference in relation to the case of ^ilas Comfort. 

After considerable discussion, the motion was with- 
drawn. 

Whereupon, I. A. Few offered the following resolu- 
tion: — 

" Resolved, That it is inexpedient and unjustifiable for 
any preacher among us to permit coloured persons to give 
testimony against white persons, in any stato where they 
are denied that privilege in trials at law." 

Moved, by J. S. Porter, to strike out " unjustifiable," and 
insert <' unadvisable." Lost. 

S. G. Roszel offered the following substituto : — 

"Resolved by the delegates of the Annual Confer- 
ences, in General Conference assembled, That our pre- 
siding elders, elders^ deacons, and preachers, having 
charge of districts, circuits, or stations, in slaveholding 
states or territories, be, and hereby are, directed not to 
admit any person of colour to give testimony against any 
whito person" — which, after an animatod discussion, was, 
on motion, laid on the table. 

The debate was renewed on the original. 

P^ P. Sandford moved to amend, by inserting the words 
" in general," after the wford " unjustifiable." Laid on 
the table. 

The question recurring on the resolution, it was adopted 
^ above; seventy-four voting ia the affirmative, and 
forty-six in the negative. 
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On motion, the appeal of Job Wilson was taken imai of Job 
up, and made the order of the day for Wednesday ^^°'*' 
next. 

On motion, the Secretary was directed to furnish the seCy ^^re 
delegates of the Missouri Conference with a copy of the '^**** - 
proceedings of this Conference in the case of SUas Cora- 
fort ; and also the resolution respecting the testimony of 
coloured personel, passed the 16th of May, 1840. 

T. N. Ralston offered the following resolutions, viz. : — 

'' 1. Resolved, That the following be inserted on the 
41st page, 1st chap., 9th sec. of our Discipline, as one of 
the answers to the 1st question, concerning the duties of 
those wjio have ike charge of circuits, viz. : * To encour- 
age in each circuit and station, where it is practicable, the 
establishment of a suitable library for the iise of the 
pieaoher or preachers occupying the circuit or station fbr 
the time being ; which library shall be held as the pro- 
perty of the church, for the use herein specified.' 

^ 2. Resolved, That the 5th answer to question 2, in 
the 1st chap, and 9th sec. of our Discipline, 42d page, 
OB the subject of * Band Societies,' be espunged. 

*' 3. Resolved, That in chap. 2, sec. 6, of Discipline, 
all after * better one suffer than many,' be expunged." 

Read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Wm. Capers ofiered several riesolutions, proposing sun- 
dry amendments to the Discipline, which were read, and 
la»d' on the table for the present. 

E. H. Pilcher offered the following resolutions, viz.: — • 

** 1. Resolved, That the Discipline, page 81, chap. 2, 
sec. 2, question 3, answer Ist, be altered so as to read as 
follows, viz. : * Let none be received into the church until 
they have met in class at least six months on trial, and 
,ar^ recommended by the leader under whose charge they 
may be at the time, and have been baptized.' 

^ 2. Resolved, That in the Discipline, page 66, chap. 
1, sec. 18, the following be inserted, viz.: ^When a 
preacher on trial shall be discontinued, he shall hold hid- 
membership on the circuit he last travelled, as a local 
preacher.' " 

Read, and refenred to the Committee on Revisal. 

On motion, ^Conference adjourned, to meet to-morrow 
morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 



TUESDAY, MAY 19. ^ 

Conference met pumant to adjournment, Bishop An- 
drew in the chair; and was opened with reading a por- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing and prayer, by Rer.^ 
S. H« Thompson. 

The President announced the committee to prepare n,' 
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qpn.toDreptM paatoral address ta our people and friends, vis. : — Greo. 
2£r^ ^ Peck, Wm. Capers, L. L. Hamline. 

J. Dempster was released from the committee to wlioitt 
was referred the Address from the Wesleyan Methodist 
Conference in England, and T. Boven appointed to take 
his place. * 

Memorials, Ac. E. Robinson moved to suspend the regalar otrder of 
business, to enable him to present a memorial irom the 
• Maine Annual Conferemee on the snbjeet of atavery. 

Carried. 

Whereupon, the memorial was presented, and on m>^ 
tion r^ad, and referred to the Committee on Slaveiy. 

T. Seymour {resented a memorial on slsrery from Fer- 
li^burg, Vt. Referred to the Commitlee on Slavery. 

J. Dodge presented a memorial on slavery from Lewi»«^ 
town circuity Genesee Conference. Referred to the Cooi-^ 
n^l^eecm Slavery. 

C. W. Carpenter presented a memorial from Poogb^ 
l^epsie, New- York, prajring the General Conference so ta 
' alter the Discipline in reference to the subject, as to leave 

it <^tional with the people to build churches either witb 
free seats or with pews. Referred to the Committee on- 
Churchea and Parsonages. 

O. Scott presented a memorial from Economy, Indiana^ 
oil slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Also, a memorial from Albany, New- York, in reference 
to lay delegation. Referred to the committee on diats 
subject. 

Bishop Morris presented a petition from Beaver-Mreet 
Station, Alleghany city, Pittsburg Conference, j;>ra3rin^ 
the General Conference to bold its next session m Pitts- 
burg. Laid on the table. 

The President called for reports from sCanding and se- 
lect committees. 
•JJJJJJ^J^ J. Early, chaimmn of the Committee on the Episce- 
' pacy, presented a report with respect to the appointment 
of ft Bishop for Africa. 

The report wa» read« and the resolutions were taken 
up in order. 

A division of the first resolution was called for, and the 
qip^stioa was taken on the first branch, and it was adopted. 

Moved, by P. P. Sandford, Co lay it on the table. Lost 

After debate on the second branch, J. S. Tomlinson 
moved the following substitute : ^ And that it is expedient 
and advisable for one of our Superintendents to visit 
Afnca during the ensuuig four years.'' 

J^f oved to lay the substitute im the tahle^ The qnes^ 
ti^i». being taken, the vote stood sixty*two to eixty^wo/ 
The President voting in the affirmative, the substitute 
wa^^hid. an the table. 



JmMmal if General Cvnfireme^ 1840. 



M 



to 

admit Older of 
day. 



H. Slicer isoved to lay tko report of thfe Conttnuttee on ^Jl^^g^i^JJ^ 
the Episcopacy, which was utider discussion, on the table, laid on 
to takd up the order of the day, viz., the appeal of J. V. 
Potts^ Carried. 

On motion, the Conunittee on Memorials for Lay Dele* 
gations had leave to sit during Conference hours. 

The appeal was taken up. * The journals of the Phila^ ^^u ^PhiiL 
d^lphia Conference, relating to the case, and the evidence deiphiaConf. 
and documents referred to, were read» 

A. Monroe appeared as the representative of J. V. 
PoJ;ts, ^xA addressed the Conference in his behalf and in 
favour of the appeal. 

Pending the reading of the documents and testimony 
bearing on the case, a motion was made that when the 
Conference adjourn, it adyoum to meet this afternoon, at 
three oVlock. Lost. 

Moved, by H. Slicer, that the session be prolonged half 
tn hour. 

Moved to amend by striking out **half an hour," and 
inserting '* until the case is disposed of." Lost. 

The question recurring on the original motion, it waa 
adopted. 

After A. Monroe had ocmcluded his opening address in 
the case of J. V. Potts, Conference, on motion, adjoumedt 
to meet to-morrow morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, MAY 20. 

Conferenee met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Waugh 
in the chair ; and was opened with reading a portion of 
the Holy Scriptures, singing and prayer, by G. S. 
Holmes. 

On motion of Wm. Winans, Confer«ice resolved to 
suspend the regular order of business, to procee4 with the 
appeal of J. V. Potts. The appeal was taken up. 

The Committee on Memorials for Lay Delegations, &c., 
had leave granted them to be absent 

M. Sorin, H. White, and Joseph Lybramd, delegates of 
the Philadelphia Conference, addressed the Conference, 
and argued against the appeal, and in favour of the deci« 
sion of said Conference. 

A. Monroe, representative of J. V. Potts, responded, and 
closed the argument in behalf of the appellant ; irnme^- 
ately after which, H. Sheer moved that the deci^on of 
the Philadelphia Conference in the case of J. V. Potta 
be reversed, so far as relates to his expulsion from th« 
M. £. Church by that ix>dy./ Moved to lay the resolution 
en the table for the present. Lost 

Moved by.O. Scott, that the question be now taken oil 
the resolution. 
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It was moved to lay this oa thd table. Lost. 

On motion, Conference resolved to prolong the seaaicm 
half an hour. 

Moved to adjourn. Lost. 

W. A. Smith, J. S. Tomlinson, and S. 6. Roszel, were 
excused from voting. 

Moved again to adjourn. Lost. 

The question was then taken on the motion of O. Scott, 
and it was adopted. 

The resolution of H. Slicer was again read, and the 
question being taken, it was carried ; 8event7*4ime voting 
in the affirmative, and thirty-six in the negative. 

Moved to adjourn. Lost. 

The motion to adjourn was immediately renewed. In 
connection with the proposition to meet again at three 
o'clock. Lost.- 

H. Slicer moved that, as the action of this Conference 
in the case of J. V. Potts may be misunderstood, it is 
hereby declared to be the sense of this Conference that 
the said Potts is restored to his standing in the Philadel- 
phia Conference. 

N. Bangs moved to lay this on the table. Lost. 

While the motion of H. Sheer was under considera- 
tion, the time having expired. Conference adjourned to 
meet to-morrow morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 
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THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 21. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop 
Morris in the chair; and was opened with reading 
the Scriptures, singing and prayer, by brother H« 
Kinsley. 

N. Bangs moved te suspend the regular order of busi- 
ness, to proceed with the appeal of J. Y. Potts. Car^ 
ried. 

The resolution offered by H. Slicer, and which was 
under discussion when Conference adjourned yesterday, 
dame up for the action of Conference. 
. Moved to lay the resolution on the table for a special 
purpose. Carried. 

On motion of A. Wiley, Conference resolved to re- 
eonsider its vote in the case of J. Y. Potta, by which the 
decision of the Philadelphia Conference, expelling said 
Potts from the M. E. Church, was reversed. 

The resolution offered by H. Slicer yesterday, and 
which had passed, being now under consideration, N. 
Bangs offered the following substitute therefor : — 

"Whereas, the proceedings of the Philadelphia Coor 
ference in the case of James Y. Potts appear to have 
been somewhat irregular ; therefore, 
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^* ResoRed, That it be, and hereby is, remanded back 
to that Conference for re-adjudication." 

Moved, by D. Ostrander, to lay the substitute on the 
table* Lost. ' 

After considerable d^ate, the question was taken on Vami. iivte m 
the substitute, and it was adopted — seventy-nine voting potts. 
in the affirmative, and thirty-one in the negative. 

Moved, by H. White, that the appeal of Jas. Smith, 
sen., be taken up. Carried. 

The appeal was then, on motion, made the order of the 
day for Monday next. 

On motion, the Secretary was directed to furnish die 
Rev: D. Dorchester with the decision of this Conference 
in his case. 

On motion, the delegates of the New-England Confer^ 
ence to hiird the same. 

Moved that the appeal of Job Wilson be now taken up. '^SS^ ^ ^^ 
Carried. ^***^ 

Moved, by O. Scott, that the appeal be not entertained. 
Moved to lay this on the table. Carried. 

The journals of the Pittsburg Conference relating to 
the case were read. 

H. Kinsley appeared as the representative of the ap- 
pellant, and addressed the Conference in his behalf. 

Wldlo proceeding with his remarks, and attempting to 
read certain documents, he was stopped by the sugges- 
tion of a point of order, on the statement of which, G. 
Peck offered a resolution to dispose of the case. 

Moved, by J. S. Tomlinson, to amend by adding the 
following words: "for the want of documentary evi- 
dence." Carried : and, as amended; the resolution was 
adopted, and reads as follows, viz. : — 

<' Resolved, That the decision of the Pittsburg Confer- 
once in the case of Jd) Wilson be reversed, for the want 
of documentary evidence." 

Moved that when Conference adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet this aft^noon; at three o'clock. 

Moved to amend by striking out three, and inserting 
half-past three. Lost. 

The question then recurred on the original motion, and 
it was adopted. ^ 

The President called for reports from standing and /se- 
lect committeea. 

T. Spicer, chairman of Committee on Revisal and Un- Eevini, No. it 
finished Business, presented a report with respect to the 
allowing an accused member to have a voice in the se- 
lection of the committee by wfaic^ he is to be tried. 

The report was read, and a motion was made to adopt. 
Mov^d to lay this on the tablcf! Carried. 

Mov«d to lay tkee report on the tacbte. Ovm^, 
5 
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«eyiftai,No.i4: T. Spicer also presented a report with reepect to ap- 
pealing from Quarterly and Annual Copferences. 

The report was r«ad, and a oiotioa made to amend by 
striking out "not" in the resolution accoix^nying Ihi^ 
report. Moved to lay this on the table, C«rriied. 
The report was adopted^ and ia aq follows ;-— 

" The CommiUee on Revisal, &c., have taken into con- 
sideration the resolution submitted to them respecting in- 
troducing a rule into the Discipline authoriaiing a Bi^op 
presiding at an Annual Conference to ref^ the case of 
uJSk. accused preacher to the General Conference ; and also 
authori^sing a Presiding Elder to refer from a Quartaiiy 
Conference to the Annual Conference, for final adjudica- 
tion. 

" On this subject, your committee beg leaT# to reporl: 
That, in their opinion, 9iich » rule ought not to be intro* 
duced into the Discipline. 

" Respectfully aii|bmilled» 

" T. Spicsh, Chmrman. 

"Jfcfoy 15, 1840." 

Aavtaai, Na I& Also, report with respeet to bringing members to tvial- 

Laid on the table. 
maTiMO, No. 10. Also, a report with respeet to the Authority of Bishops 
presiding in an Annual Conference. 

Moved that the second resol^tioa accompanying the 
report be adopted. Moved to amend by inserting 
"Presiding", before the word "Elder." Moved to ad- 
journ. Lost. 

On motion, the proposed amendment was laid on tha 
table. 

O. Scott moved to amend by striking out all that re- 
lut^ to the appointmrat of Presidents of Annual Cooler^ 
/onces by the Bishops, in the case of their absence. 

Moved to lay the amendment <m the table. Carried. > 

Moved to lay the resolution under discussion on ibm 
table. Lost Moved to adjoura. Lost. 

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the m* 
Bdution tiU lius afternoon. Carried. 

On motion Conference adjourned. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 21. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishi^ Eck 
berta in the chair, and was opened with reading a {KMPtioft 
of the Ho)y Scriptures^ vioging and prayer, by A. D« 
Merrill. 

N. Bangs moved to^ suspeind the (»dei: of the day> !• 
enable Vi^ ^f^hinaqt^M pKf9€»t 9pqievP«|teK^ . C$smAi 
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£. RebiasoB poeaeoliied tlie reseJutioa of tke Muiie 
Oonferencey^concurring wHb the New-York ConfiBrenQe 
resointion in favour of restoring to tlie Discipline Mr. Wea*- 
4ey'9 rule on qpimuaiie fiqnoors : eighty^^tfiyr ia the aiffirm- 
ative, and two in th» negative. Referred t» Contmittee 
<xn Tenaperano^ 

Akov the reeolutiiin ol said Confezenee, non*«onGumng 
with ^ NewoEngland CdnfMrencfe resolation in relation 
to slavery, by a rote of forty-eeyen to two. Referred to 
Committee on l^aveiy. 

Also is reference to the Ofaia Coalerence resolation 
with respeet to pay ef delegates to the General Confer- 
ence. Laid on the table* 

^ehop. Morris presented a eommnnication from JaUMff 
Jenkins, wiik respect to iacreaang the qoacterage of tia^ 
veiling preachers. Referred to Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also, a commufHcation from T. S'. Hinds, complaining 
of sundry irregularities in the doings of several travelling 
preachers in the lUinots Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Mneraney. 

Also, a communicatioB from J. S. Harria and pthers, in 
felation to the case of Lewis Garxelt Read, and refeih 
red to a select committee of three. 

, On motion, it was resolved, ^That a document hereto- 
SaxB presented on the same subject be taken up and re« 
ferred to the select committee just raised." 

Also, a commuaioatioaf from! Ebeneaer Hearn, praying 
for release of Reuben C. Tyner from the accounts agaiael 
him at the Book Concern. Referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 

Also, communication from C3nrus^ Fulton, praying foK 
the remission of a claim held against him by the Beofa 
Concern. Referred to Committee on Book Concern. 

Jno. A. Collins presented a memorial, signed by Thos« 
£. Bond and others, against a rule being introduced infto 
the Discipline, authorizing Quarterly Gpoferences ta try 
beal preaofaers without the intetvention of h coinmitiee. 
Read, and referred to Committee on Revisal, Sec. 

On motion, a report heretofore presented from the Com- 
mittae on Revisal, and which was lying on the table, re- 
lating to the same subject, was taken up and recommitted 
to the Committee on Revisal. 

Also, several resolutions heretofore submitted by Wm., 
Capers, and laid on the table, ia relation to the same poinli^ 
were on motion taken up and referred to the Committee* on 
Ren^isak > 

W. Ai Sroitfa) offieved a tesDlutaon OB/the same subject^ 
m fana of iuatmction to* the ConMBiiltee on Revisal, to vt*r 
port in favour of allowing loeai pveacbevs, in all ease» of 
accusation, the privilege of trial by a committee of local 
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preachers. Moved to amend, by strikiDg out *' instructed,'^ 
and inserting the words, '* requested to inquire into the 
expediency." Carried. 

And the resohition as amended was adopted^ and read* 
as follows :*- 

'* Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal, &c., be re« 
quested to inquire into the expediency of so modifying 
&e language of the rule conferring the privilege on local 
preachers of a trial by an examining committee of local 
preachers, as to secure them that privilege under all cir- 
cumstances." Referred to Committee on Revisal. 

The unfinished business of ike morning session, being 
a resolution reported by the Conmiittee on Revisd, with 
respect to Presidents of Annual Conferences in the ab- 
sence of Bishops, was taken up, and on motion laid oa 
the table. 

The President called for reports from standing and se- 
lect committees. 

J. Early, chairman of the Committee on the Episcopacy^ 
made a report with respect to such alteration of the Dis- 
cipline as will point out the manner in which a Bishop 
may be made superannuated or supernumerary. Read, and 
laid on the table. 

F. Reed, chairman of the Committee on Sabbath 
Schools, presented a report on that subject. Read, and 
laid on the table. 

N. Bangs, chairman of the Committee on Slavery, pre- 
sented a report, which was read. 

O. Scott stated that the minority of the committee had 
a report which they wished to present. Moved that the 
report of the majority foe laid on the table for the present. 
Carried. 

It was then moved that the report of the minority be 
read. After discussion, it was moved to lay this on the 
table. Carried. 

On motion, the report of the Committee on Slavery 
was again taken up. The first resolution accompanying 
the report #a8 read. 

Moved to adjourn. Lost. 

O. Scott, rising to speak, and intimating that he would 
probably extend his remarks beyond fifteen minutes ; it 
was, on motion, resolved to suspend the rule restricting a 
speaker to fifteen minutes, so as to permit brother Seott 
to proceed at his own discretion. 

Moved to adjourn. Lost. 

Afler brother Scott had proceeded some time with Yam 
remarks, he gave way ifor a motion to adjourn, whibh pre- 
vailed; and Conferenlee adjourned, to meet to«monrow 
moiaing, at half-post eight o^i^ck. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 22. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop Hed- 
ding in the chair, and was opened with reading a portion 
of 3ie Holy Scriptures, singing and prayer, by J. Hol- 
dich. 

The President announced the committee on the memo- 
rial in relation to Lewis Garrett, namely : Peter Akers, 
Lovick Pierce, and Benjamin M. Drake. 

Conference proceeded to the con»deration of the un- Unfinished 
finished business of yesterday, it being the first resohitaon shurmy^ 
accompanyipg the report of the Committee on Slarery. 
The discussion was renewed. 

On motion. Conference resolved, that when it adjouni, 
it adjourn to meet this Itfternoon, at &ree o'clock. 

During the debate, brother Crowder being on the fioor, 
and having spoken fifteen minutes, a motion, was made 
that he have liberty to proceed with, and conclude his re- 
marks. For this, a substitute was moved in these words, 
That the rule restricting speaking to fifteen minutes hh 
suspended during the discussion of the subject before the 
Conference. Lost. 

The question recurring upon the original motion, it was 
withdrawn by the mover, but was immediately renewed, 
and adopted. > 

As the time had elapsed. Conference adjourned', to meet 
this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 22. 

Conference met at three o'clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Bishop Andrew in the chair, and was opened with 
religious exercises by brother Dodge. 

Reports from standing committees were called for, and 
John Early, chairman of the Cora'mittee on the Episco- 
pacy, presented a report, which was r^ad, and laid on the 
table. 

Charles W. Carpenter, chairman of the Committee on 
the Expenses of Delegates, presented a report, which 
was read, amended, and adopted, as follows, namely: — 

" The committee appointed * to ascertain the expenses 
of the delegates to this Conference, and the amount of 
moneys collected and sent up to this Conference to meet 
that object,' beg leave to report, that they have attended 
to the duty assigned them, and present the following, as 
tile result of their investigation. 
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New-York 


$22.3 50 


461 83 




338 saf 


New-England 


233 04 


205 56 


27 48 




Maine 


.298.8a 


106 M) 
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j^^Coni Delegations. 

"*** N. Hampshire 


Expeneee, 




DefcUntU9. 


Bwrftm^ 


•B 


246 04 


160 91 


85 13 






Troy 


145 50 


224 0^1 




78 51 




Pittslnirg 


235 00 


228 50 




3 SO 




Erie 


298 87 


245 91 


52 9r 






Black River 


170 50 


101 56 


68 94 






Oneida 


215 73 


254 66 




38 93 




Miobigan 


373 76 


214 61 


159 15 






Genesee 


307 40 


198 35 


109 05 






Ohio 


512 00 


358 25 


153 85^ 






^fissonri 


344 00 


138 25 


205 75 






Itiinois 


790 36 


397 59 


392 77 






Kentucky 


389 75 


239 85 


149 90 






ladiana 


430,00 


382 00 


48 00 






Tennessee 


614 15 


614 15 








Holston 


265 00 


139 41 


125 59 
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385 63 


181 00 


204 63 






Mississippi 


430 00 


545 63 




115 tt 




Alabama 


664 25 


461 43 


202 8i 






Georgia 


648 84 


505 08 


143 76 






S. Carolina 


4&7 25 


405 99 


6i 26 






N. Carolina 


148 83 


46 16 


102 66 






Virginia 


130 37 


160 37 




30 00 




Baltimore 


101 00 


300 62 




199 m 




Philadelphia 


51 25 


526 76 




475 51 




N« Jersey 
Expenses 


59 37 


303 78 




244 40 




$9170 20 $8108 72 $2485 91 $1424 43 




Collections 


6108 72 









Deficiency $1061 48 

" From the reference of certain papers to your committee 
they have inferred, that this Conference expected thena 
to propose some plan for the distribution of the funds ia 
their hands, or for making up the deficiency that now ex- 
ists ; and they have accordingly taken the subject into 
consideration. 

** They find from the documents placed in their handa^ 
that eight Annual Conferences have by resolution re- 
quested this General Conference to make no draft on the 
Book Concern, to meet the deficiencies of the delegates, 
and that three Conferences have formally refused to con- 
cur in said request; and taking it for granted that the 
remaining seventeen Conference have either refused .to 
concur in said request, or have had no action in the 
pieBiises, they respeciiiiUy iMibmit the following resotli- 
1t«n8» Bamely : — 

'* 1. Resolved, That die Committee on the Expenses of 
the Delegates be, and hereby are, aiitht»rized to drawr on 
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the Genetal Book Oonpem for the sum of %\06l 48^ it iteprnt of ckm. 
beiBg the amount aecessary to make up the deficiemcieft 
of the delegates. 

"2. Resolved, That ^all monef 8 whidd hare been, or 
may hereafier be collected, withia the bounds of the' 
several Conferences^ for the purpose of defraying the ex- 
penses of the delegates to this G^aeral Conference, and 
which have not come to hand, be forwarded to the Agents 
of the Book Concern^ to aid the funds of that institution. • 
*' AH which is respectfully submitted, 

*' Charles W. Carpknter» Chairman, 

" B^Uim&re, Map 20, 1840/' 

Ignatius A. Few, chairman of the Committee on Edilca- 
ti4>n, presented a report, which was read, and <m motion 
laid on the table. 

P. Rioe, chairman of the Committee on Bouadaries, 
made a report. Laid on the table. 

N. Levings, chairman of the Committee on the Com* 
munication of the Agent of the American Bible Society, 
presented a report, which was read, and on motion laid on 
the table. 

M. Richardson, chairman of the Committee on the Book 
Concern, presented a report, which was read, and on mo- 
tion laid on the table. 

J. S. Tomlinaon, chairman of the Committee on Tem- 
perance, presented a report, which was read, and a motion 
made by P. P. Sandford to recommit it. This gave rise 
to considerable debate. Subsequently, G. Peck proposed 
to amend the motion, by instructing the committee to eis 
punge from the report that part which gives their interpre- 
tation of the constitutional restriction. This was admitted 
by the mover. While the motion was under discussion 
Conference adjourned, to meet to-mdrrow morning, at half- 
past eight o'clock. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 23. 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, pmrsuluit !• 
adjournment. Bishop Waugh in the chair, and was opened 
with religious exercises by J. A Collins. 

On motion of N. Bangs, the regular order of business 
was suspended in order to receive a protest from a number 
of our ministers ^nd members in the city^ of New- York, 
against a memorial oa the subject of slavery presented l>y 
brother Scott on Saturday, May 2d, purporting to be 
signed by more than one thousand o|ie hundred members 
of our church at New-YorL 

The protest and accompanying documents were read« 
and on motion referred to the Coiamittee on Slavery. 



New-Tork on 
surety. 



Refened to tiM 

Committee oa 
SUreiy. 



'* 



n 



Temperance 
leport farther 
eoiindeied. 



Jmtmal of Oenerdt Cmference^ 1M0» 

P. Rice moved further to suspend the order of busineav, 
for the purpose of taking up the report on boundaries^ 
Lost. 

The unfinished business of yesterday, the report <^ the 
Oommittee on Temperance, was resumed, on the que^' 
tion of recommitting it with instructions. 

B. M. Drake moved to lay the motion on the table , 
when P. P. Sandford withdrew his motion. 

N. Bangs moved to adopt the resohition appended to 
the report. Brother Petherbridge proposed to strike on 
the word " sacramental." 

On motion of £. Robinson, the amendment was laid on 
the table. 

N. Levings moved to strike out the word ^ spirituous,'' 
lind in place of it ii[isert '* intoxicating ;" and to add the 
word " wine'* before " sacramental.'' 

On motion of H. Sheer, this was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on N. Bangs' motion, and 
H. Slicer moved to recommit the resolution. On motion 
of John A. Collins, it was laid on the table. 

The session was then prolonged for half an hour. 

H. Slicer moved to lay brother Bangs' resolution ^<m 
the table. , Lost. 

A division of the resolution in the report was called for» 
when a motion to adjourn was made, and lost. 

^he motion for adjournment was renewed, and failed; 
but the time to which the session had been extended 
having expired, the appointments were read, notices given, 
and Conference adjourned, to meet on Monday mornings 
May 25, at half-past eight o'clock. 
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MONDAY MORNING, MAY 25. 

£k>nference met at half-past eight o'clock, pursuant to 
adjournment, Bishop Morris in the chair; and was opened' 
with the usual religious exercises by brother G. Baker. 

Bishop Hedding presented a communication, from the 
trustees of the John-street Church, New- York, offering 
to sell the property for missionary premises.. Laid on 
the table. 

Also, a memorial from several preachers, praying the 
prolongation of ministeriarprobation. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

On motion, P. P. Sandford had permission to leave the 
General Conference the latter part of this week. 
' Conference .then proceeded to receive reports flrom 
standing and select committees. 

S. Luckey, chairman of the Committee on Missions 
presented a report, proposing modifications ip the Consti- 
tution of the Missionary Society of the M. £. Church 
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.^ a report in regard to our missions generally ; \^cli 
-^, on motion, laid on the table for the present without 

'■ ing. 

• .-, ) Spicer, chairman of Committee on Revisal, presented ^^^J^^* 
ix)rt respecting the duty of preadiers. Read, and laid a^ir. '* ' 
^e table. 
Mso, a report proposing sundry amendments to the 

/cipline, which was read, and, on motion, laid on the 

/le. 

Also, a report respecting district stewards. Read, and 
^d on the table. 

Also, a report rejecting the duty of Presiding Eld^s. 
Read, and laid on the table. 

Also, a report with respect to singing in our churches ; 
'.which was r^ad, and on motion adopted, as follows, 
iriz. : — 

" The Committee on Revisal, &c.,have taken into con- ^^j^ oBwiif 
ideration the memorial from Urbana, Ohio, relative to 
Dging. The memorialists complain that in many of our 
churches choirs have been organized, who sit apart from, 
the great body of the church, and are permitted whoHy to 
govern the singing : and that, by introducing such tunes 
as our members cannot sing, they render it impossible for 
a large majority of our members to participate in this part 
of Qod'a worship. Your memorialists are solicitous that 
the General Conference sdiould express their views of the 
intent and meaning of our rules of Discipline on this 
subject. 

" Your committee fully believe that it is not the design of 
our rules on this subject, that choirs should be formed so as 
to exclude the church and congregation from uniting in.this 
interesting part of divine worship. This is manifest from 
the circumstance that our rules particularly guard against 
formality in singing, provide for singing schools, object to 
fugue tunes, direct that the congregation be taught the 
tune by the singers singing the tenor only, and expressly 
require the preacher ^ to exhort eatery person in the con- 
gregation to sing.* 

"Your committee are of opinion that the evils of which 
the memorialists complain may be remedied to a consi- 
derable extent by attending to the present rules of Disci ^ 
pline oh this subject. 

" Respectfully submitted, 

"T. Spicer, Chairman, 

" May 2^, 1840." • 

The chairman of Committee on Revisal also reported Revini, No m 
back a resolution heretofore referred to them, which, on 
motion, was laid on the table. 
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Wm. Winans, chaiman of the Commillee imPethmns 
for a Lay Delegation, ^c, made a report, which was 
read, with an accompanying resolution. 

O. Scott moved to lay the report and resohrtion on the 
taUe, and make them the order of the day for to-morrow. 
Lost. 

The report was, on motion, adopted, and reads as fol- 
lows, via. :— 
^dSMstton^alc! " ^^^ committee to whom was referred the petitions 
aad memorials on the subjects of a moderate Episcopacy, 
the election of Presiding Elders by the Annual Confn^ 
ences, and a lay delegation in the General ConferencOi 
' have bestQwed upon the matters submitted to them the 
attention which they were conceired to merit, and submit 
the following report : — 

" It appears that the petitions and memorials on these 
subjects hare been obtained by a concerted operation, under 
the direction of some single intellect ; inasmuch as nearly 
every petition on any one of these subjects is not only 
substantially, but literally, the same — most of them being 
printed slips, cut from some newspaper ; and where they 
are written, literal copies of such as are printed. This 
fact induced a conviction in the minds of the committee 
^at these petitions and memorials are the result of agita- 
ti&n, and not of arigiMd dissatisfaction on the part of most 
of the persons signing these petitions and memorials ; 
and therefore by no means'^deserving the same considera- 
tion as if they were the spontaneous expression of the 
dissatisfaction of the petitioners and memorialists. But, 
were it otherwise, the number of the petitioners is so very 
small in proportion to the entire membership of the M. 
£« Church, that, in the opinion of the committee, these 
memorials and petitions, regarding, not indimdual griev- 
ances^ but genered interests, are entitled to no other consi- 
deration than that to which they are entitled as mere ar- 
gimients in favour of the courses indicated. And, as the 
committee have not seen reason to attach much import- 
ance to them in this light, they are not prepared to 
recommend the measures which are called for by these 
petitions and memorials. 

" Moreover, the committee having witnessed the opera- 
tion of the present system of Methodist Episcopal Church 
government, and being persuaded that its operation has 
been eminently useful, would require the most cogent 
4 reasons to induce them to recommend changes so import- 

ant and so fundamental ; especially as two, at least, of 
these changes have been, after long, grave, and deliberate 
consideration, recently declined by the Methodist Episct»^ 
pal Church. The committee refer to the proceedings of 
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the Gehetd Owiferenc* of 1828, for the light in which ^J^LSL*^ 
ti^ ^eeti<m<^ Presiding Eldere by the Annual Confer- ^■^'if****^'*^ 
e&ees, and a laydMegatkm in the General Oonferende, 
was then viewed, and tib;e decision whitih was made by 
ilie Church on these ttnhjecte. 

"** With the views above presented, the connmttee can 
do BO other than si:(bnritthe following resolmion, viz. i-^ 

" Resolved, That it is not expedient to change the fortti 
of our Chtnrch government in any of the matters suggested 
in the petitions and memorials which have been under 
the consideration of the committee. 

" All which is respectfully submitted, 

" W. WiNANs, ehavrmm, 

''Baitmore, iWFtfy'20, 1840." 

Peter Cartwiight, chairasan of the committee , on te 
cMea of WiB. Healh and Wm. Houston, presented tw^ 
reports, which were read, and the latter laid on the table 
for the present, while the former w«s Adopted, as follows, 
Ti*.:- — 

" The committee appointed to examine the case of Rev. Report obWb^ 
Wm. Heath, late member bf the Missouri Annual Confer- ^^^••**'** **■•• 
ence, but now a local preacher within the bounds of the^ 
Illinois Conference, beg leave to report as follows : — 

** Having taken into consideration the conununication 
of the said Rev. Wm. Health, together with the evidence 
produced in the case, are unanimously of opinion that he 
has no just grounds for an appeal to this Conference, for 
the redemption of any pledge given him in the economy 
of Methodism, either expressed or implied. 

" Your committee therefore would offer the following 
resolution, viz. : — 

<' Resolved, That while we sympathize with our aged 
ai^d infirm brother, the appellant, in his poverty, and 
deeply deplore his misfortunes, as set forth in his com- 
munication to this Conference, we feel in duty bound to 
decide that Rev. Wm. Heath has no just grounds for com- 
plaint or appeal in the premises ; and that he be so inform- 
ed by the Secretary of this Conference, at his earliest 
possible convenience. 

" All of which is respectfully submitted, 

" P. Cartwright, Chairman, 

«*ilfay 16, 1840." 

D. Ostmnder« chairman of the committee raised on fhe * 

complaint of Bishop Hedding against a certain Annual 
Confefence, presented a teport, which was read, knd 
adopted, as follows, viz. : — 

" The committee to whom the communication of Bp: 
Hediiiig wa» iietoied, report^-*- 
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J^mton c«n- << That they have had a meeting to considei the si^ 
He^^. je<:t lefeired to them, the Bishop and the delegates from 
the Conference alluded to being present. That proposi- 
tions were made in the presence of your committee, by 
the parties, which were accepted, and the difficulties ami- 
/ . cably settled. The charges were then withdrawn, and 

the committee, having noting more to do in the premises, 
ask to be discharged. 

"D. OsTRANDER, CAotffiian." 

On motion of John Early, Conference resolved to meet 
again at three o'clock, P. M. 

On motion, the order of the day, the appeal of J. Smith, 
sen., was deferred until this afternoon, and the unfinished 
business of Saturday, the report on temperance, was taken 
vp. The question being on the first division of the reso- 
lution, the proposal to strike out, it was adopted, thus : — 
, " Resolved, That sec. 8, chap. 2, on page 90 of the 

Dialtipline, be stricken out." 

The second part of the resolution was read, and, on nao- 
tion of H. Slicer, laid on the table. 

On motion of P. P. Sandford, the balance of the report 
was laid on the table. 

R. W. Petherbridge offered a resolution, and brother 
Slicer offered a substitute, proposing to restore Mr. Wes- 
ley's original rule. 

This was discussed at some length ; during the discus- 
sion of which, the session was prolonged fifteen minutes. 
At a quarter before one o'clock, in the midst of the debate, 
Conference adjourned, to jmeet again this aflernoon, at 
three o'clock. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 25. 

Conference met at three o'clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Bishop Roberts in the chair, and was opened with 
religious exercises by brother Wilson. 

On motion of E. Robinson, the order of the' day was 
suspended to enable him to present a paper from Maine, 
in regard to church property. It was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Churches and Parsonages. 

The Committee on Itinerancy had leave to sit during 
Conference hours. 

The order of the day being the appeal of James Smith, 
aen'r, of the Philadelphia Conference, on motion, the 
appeal was admitted. 

The journals of the Philadelphia Conference relating 
to the case were read. J. Smith addressed the Con- 
fidence in his defence, .asking a new trial, and was 
followed by M. Sorin, L. Scoit, H* White, and S. Higgina, 
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delegates of the Philadelphia Conference, in reply. 
Brother Smith responded, and concluded his defence on 
his own part. ^ On motion he had liberty to obtain aid in 
his defence. P. P. Sanford spokQ in behalf of brother 
«mith. 

J. S. Tomlinson offered the following resolution: — 
" Resolved, That inasmuch as brother James Smith, sen., 
alleges that he has in his possession testimony which was 
norbefore the Philadelphia Conference, and which in his 
opinion wonld exculpate him from one of the charges 
upon which he was expelled from the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, said Conference be and hereby is directed to 
grant him a new trial," 

J. Early moved the following as a substitute : " Resolv- 
ed, That the decision of the Philadelphia Conference in 
the case pf James Smith, sen., be afBrmed." This sub- 
stitute was laid on the table. 

J. S. Tomlinson's resolution wa^ then adopted, sixty-two 
votii^g in the affirmative and thirty-seven in the negative. 

Conference adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at 
eight o'clock! 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 26. 

Conference* met pursuant t6 adjournment, Bishop Hed- 
ding in the chair, and was opened with religious exer^^ 
cises by D. B. Randall. 

On motion of C. W. Carpenter, the order of business 
was suspended, and he was authorized, as chairman of the 
Committee on Expenses, to refund twenty dollars to the 
delegates from the Mississippi Conference. 

T. Spicer, chairman of the Committee on Revisal pre- 
sented a report in relation to the trial of local preachers. 
Read, and laid on the table. ' 

On motion the rule was suspended to enable the Con* 
ference to take up the report cm boundaries. The 
report was taken up item l^ item, read, amended, und 
adopted, as follows : — 

Report of the Committee on Boundaries. 

"The Committee on Boundaries having maturely con** 
9idered the various petitions, memorials, &c., referred' to 
diem, beg leave to submit Qxe following report, viz. : Tbo 
boundaries of the several Annual Conferences shall be as 
follows: — 

**1. The New- York Confbrencb shall inolnde all 
that is now embraced in the New- York, White Plains^ 
Ne^-Haven, Poughkeepsie, Hiirtford, Rhinebeek, Dela^ 
ware, and Newburg Districts. 

** 2. Providence Conference dball kidude thai pait <rf' 
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M^ gjrfcg^ the state of Coiiadeticai lying east of the Conaectievl 
*^ . ' River, all the state of Rhode Island, and that part of the 

state oi Massachasetts lying southreast of a line drawn 
6cmi the nonh*east corner of the state of Rhode Island to 
the mouth of the Neponset River, which line shall so run 
as to leave the Walpole station withia the bounds of the 
Providence Conference. 

** 3. New-Enolano Comferbncb shall indnde all tilie 
state^ol Massachusetts lying east of the Ghreen Mountaiiis 
Aot embraced in the New-York, New-Haaipahire, and 
Providence Conferences. 

** 4. Mains Conference shaH include all the state id 
Maine, and that part of the state of New-Hampshire lying 
east of the White Hills, and north of the waters of Os^ 
atpee Lake. 

"5. NEw-HAMFiiHiRjB CoNFSRSNeE shsll isclude all 
the state of New^Hampshire not embraced in the Maine 
ConflBrence, that part of the state of Yeraiont east of the 
Green Mountains, and that part of the state of Massackn- 
setts north-east of the Menimsick River. 

" 6. Trot Conference shall include the Albany, Troy, 
Poultney, Burlington, and Plattsburg Districts. 

" 7. Black River Conference shall include that part 
of the-state of New-York west of the Troy Conference not 
embraced in the Genesee Conference, as Beir south as the 
Site Canal, and all the societies on tlie immediate banks 
of said canal, except Utica and Canistota. 

"8. Oneida Conference shall include that part of 
the state of New- York east of Cayuga Lake not embraced 
in the New-Yoric, Troy, and Black Riv^r Conferences, 
and the Susquehanaah District, in the state of Pennsyi- 
vania. 

" 9. Gxnbsbb Conference shall include that part of 
the stale of New-York lying west of a line running sootfa 
firom Lake Ontario, by way of Cayuga Lake, to Penn- 
sgrtvania, not embraced in the Erie Conference, and Somach 
of the north part of the state of Pennsylvania as ia included 
in Seneca Lake, Dansville, and Catarangus Districts. 

" 10. Erie Conference shall be bounded on the nortli 
by Lake Erie, on the east by a line commencing at the 
mouth of Cataraugus Creek, thence to the Alleghany 
River at the mouth of Tunanquant Creek, thence up said 
cieek eastward to the ridge dividing between the waters 
a£ Clarion and Sinnamahoning Creeks, thence east to the 
head of Mahoning Creek, thence down said creek to the 
JiUegbsny River, thence across said river in a north-west- 
etiy direction to the Western Reserve line, including the 
BoHh part of Butler and Newcastle circuits, thence west 
to the Ohio Canal, thence along saiti canal to Lake Erie, 
iachuiii]^ CleaFdbnd ^y. 
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•* 11. PiTT»B0RG Conference shaD be bounded on the *JSJ^S5 
north hy the Erie Conference, on the fast by the Alleghany 
Mountains, on the south by a line stretching from the head 
of Tygert's Valley to the Ohio River, so as to eYnbrace Mid- 
dleburn circuit and Kanawha mission, thence to tUe Buouth 
of the Muskingum River, and up said river, exclusive <^ the 
towns of Marietta and Zanesville, to th^ Tuscarawas River, 
and thence up said river to the line of the Erie Conference. 

*' 12. Ohio Conference shall commence at the mmiA 
of the Great Miami River, running north with the state 
line to the line of Dark county, excluding Elizabethtown^ 
thence eastwardly along the line of the North Ohio Cctn* 
ference, so as to exclude the circuits of Greenville, Sid* 
ney, (except WestviUe andMTarlands,) Belfontaine, Allen 
mission, Richwood, Marion, Delaware, and Roscoe, to 
the Muskingum River, thence down said river so as to 
include the towns of Zanesville and Marietta, and Ka- 
nawha District, in Virginia, thence down the Ohio Riv^ 
to the place of beginning. 

" 13. North Ohio Conference shall embrace all that 
part of the state of Ohio not included in the Ohio, Pitts- 
burg, and Erie Conferences. 

^14. MicHioAN Conference ^all include the state 
of Michigan. 

" 15. Indiana Conference shall inclnde all the stalie 
of Indiana, and Eiizabethtown^ in Ohio. 

*< 16. Rock River Conferei^ce shall include thiit psart 
of the state of Illinois not embraced in the lUiiiois Conr 
ference, and the Wisconsin and Iowa Territories. 

" 17. Illinois Conference shall include the state of 
Illinois, except that part north of the following line, vi^. :— 
Beginnuig at the mouth of Rock River, thence up said 
river to the mouth of Green River, thence up said river 
to the Winnebago Swamp, thence down the south biaaieh 
of the Bureau River to the Illinois River, thence up said 
river to the mouth oi the Kankakee, thence up the Katti* 
kakee River to the east line of the state of lUinoni. 

'* 18. Missouri Conference shall include the atat* of 
Misscori and that pait of Misfsouri Territoary widcb liea 
aorth of the Cherokee Une. 

^* 19l Kenimtckt Conference ahall inelode ik» stala 
of Kentucky, except ao much of the said stsf^ as liea 
west of the Tennessee River. 

" 20. HoL8fK)N Conference shall anchide East Tei^ 
aessee and that part of the slates of Georgia^ Soulh C$^ 
lolina, North Garobna, and Virginia, nawvembraeed ia Ata 
Newtown, Aahville, Wyiheville, Abiafdaa^ woA 6rea»- 
ville Districts. 

"21. Tbnnessbs G0NFBBS110& shaU jndiiide Middle 
Tennessee and Naitii Atabaaia . . 
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'^J^rtoncwB. it 22, Memphis Conference shall be'bonnded on the 
east by the Totnbigbee Riveii Alabama state line, and 
Tennessee River, on the north by the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi Rivers, west by the Mississippi River, and south hy 
a line running dne east from the Mississippi River to the 
south-west comer of Tallahatchie county, thence due east 
to the south-eastern corner of Yallabusha county, thence 
in a straight line to the north-western corner of Oktibaha 
county, thence due east to the Tombigbee River. 

''23. Arkansas Conference shall include the state 
of Arkansas, that part of Missouri Territory south of the 
Cherokee line, and so much of Texas as is now embraced 
in the. Red River District. 

'< 24. Texas Conference shall include the Republic 
of Texas, except what is embraced in the Red River Dis- 
trict, Arkansas Conference. 

"25. Mississippi Conference shall include all that 
part of the state of Mississippi not embraced in the Ala* 
bama and Memphis Conferences^ and all the state of Lou- 
isiana. 

"26. Alabama Conference shall include South Ala- 
bama, West Florida, and the counties of Jackson, Greene, 
Wayne, Clark, Lauderdale, Kemper, Noxubee, Lowndes, 
and that part of Monroe east of the Tombigbee River, in 
the state of Mississippi. 

" 27. Georgia Conference shall include all the state 
of Georgia, except what is now embraced in the New- 
town District in the Holston Conference, East and Mid- 
dle Florida. 

" 28. South Carolina Conference shall include the 
state of South Carolina, (except that part of said state 
now embraced in the Holston Conference,) and so much 
of North Carolina as is included in the Lincolnton And 
Wilmington Districts. 

" 29. North Carolina Conference shall be bound-^ 
ed on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, on the north by 
Albemarle Sound, Roanoke and Staunton Rivers, on the 
west by the top of the Blue Ridge, including the counties 
df Wilkes and Iredell, on the south by the south lines ^ 
IredeU, Rowan, Davidson, Randolph, and Chatham, thence 
by* Cape Fear River, except those appointments now in- 
cluded in the Wilmington and Lincolnton Districts. 

" 30. Virginla Conference shall be bounded on the 
east by the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, on 
the south by Albemarle Sound, Roanoke and Staunton 
Rivers, on \h» west by the Blue Ridge, on the north by 
ike Rappahannock River, except Fredericksburg and 
Port Royal. 

**31. BaZtTIMors Confbrbnce shall include the re- 
maining part of Virginia not embraced in the Virginia, 
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IMsun), OMk), Pittsbtog, and Plntedel^liia €5^fiir«nces, ^JJJJ^ 
the Western Shote of Maryland, exeepl a small ponfen 
l^luded in 'the Pittslmrg Conference, and that part of 
Pennsylvania iying eeist of <he Alleghany MoMtains and 
west of Susquehannah River, including Northttmberland 
District. 

^ 32. Philadbliphu Coni^erenoe shall incldde the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia, the state of 
^laware, and all that part of Pennsylvania l3dng between 
'{ke SB8(|ttehannah and Delawtoe Rivers, except so mvecAk 
as is included in the Baltimore, Oneida, and New-^Jers^ 
Conferences. 

*<33. New-Jehsey Ci>iffBRBKCE isball include 'thie 
^hole state of New-Jersey, Staten Island, and so mudk 
of the states <if New-Yoik and Pennsylvania as is now 
included in tlie Paterson Dis^ct. 

"34. There shadl be an Annud Conference on the 
iHrestein coast of AMca, to'b^ denominated The Liberu 
MtsstON Ani^ual Conference, possessing all Uie lights, 
powers, and privileges of other Annual Conferonces, ex- 
cept that of sending delegates to the General Conference, 
and of draw^i^g its annual dividend from the snails of the 
Book Concern and of the Chartered Fund. 

. *' Your committee •are of the oj^ion that the request 
of the Baltimore Conf^N^noe, asking the privilege tif di- 
viding within the next four years, ought not to be granted. 
" All which is respc^ctfuUy submitted, 

i*jBflW«wrtf, ilfoy 2a> 1640.** 



Conference resolved to meet again at three o'chHsk. 

M. Richardson, chairman of the Coranxittee on th^ 
Book Coneerii, presented a reprnt, which was read, and, 
according to rule, laid on the table. 

D. Ostrander moved to roeoasider the case of l%las 
OcMSilbrt, on his appeal to this Conference. 

While this motion was pending, Coitferencd adjmnmed 
to meet ihift afternoon, kt three o'dock. 



BepMtof Gobi- 

nutteeonBook 
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Xotiott to M- 
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appeal .of S. 
CGoniliKli 



TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAT 26. 

Coiiiference met at three o'olock,* Bishop Andrew in the 
cliair, and was opened with appropriate religious exercises 
by toother Livings. 

. l%e:followingmotionrofD« Ostrander, undeirconsidenih case of suat 
iHm this morning at the lime of adjournment, was' taken ^gff'^^**^ 
up. and adopted, Confevence having first reconsidcored 
the ease : — ** Whereas, it i^»pears fmn the journal of the ^SSlJ?* **" 
Missouri Conference diat no censnre was fixed upon,' nor ^"^''^ 
Toproof given to Sibs Comfcrt, ia the mote of sm-OcMp* 

6 
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■ l«i(0a«0,bQtt)bMhewasHoaplyfoaiidiO'liaTe6riednija^ 

9k9^ aad lu» chanetet wiia p«88€id without om^wre,*^ 

Th^r^ere, aftftr malnre dteliberatiwi \}j th^ Ginmiil Cm- 

iefcwee, be if Fesolvedr Tli<l die i^prnd ef 8ila» Confort 

. }m w^ emertaHMd." 

Wh^ the above wa9 mdev discussiMi, J. S. T«B|l|OMni 

]^ #ffertf4 ^ fdlq^Qg asbalitateK whifph waa laii oof ibe ta- 

Ne bafoe D. Ostni^ef'»Biouoa wa9 adopfi^d :— '^ Whare- 

jm^ (be deoimii of tha JDfiaaoari Coafeiexice na thf oaae 

ff S^aa Coipibit inTalvad 00 pumabaiaiil^ Of aanaue, ra* 

aolye^ Tbai (be appeal whi^h be made t^ thia ba^y from 

that deciaioD i^ould nol be enteitained^ and that ^ die 

f|Doce0#Qiga of tiua body^ gfowig oiU ef liie eotartain* 

nm\ fS said ^peal, (iBehidmg (be xeaol^Uo^ ef biother 

FeWrCaflpcemk^ the teatiaaany e£celoaiedpe?8on9i'yaboiiia 

be and hereby are ordexaii 9» be ^a9«t from the jomanal.'' 

^SSSUmlT ^ ^•^'^ Wfad to jeean^er the lesotefimi of I. A* 

f^» Mwiik' JPew, wbi4^pMa4»dtheCkiiifeDraB^eoi^Mwda7«r>^^ 

^^^ Whii^ tbia laatkm waa p^vdiagr Caiiference adJMmad lly 

meet «a-iponf»ii[ momiiig, at hatf^^paat eafbt o'blei^ 

WEDNESDAY MORmNG, MAY 27, 

CeBfeveBce met pmsuani to ad}0«iimkant» Bbfaop Waugh 
la die chabv and waa q>ened with leligiaiia eiistcmBz bjr 
iiotbev Patieft. 

The President eaBed (or xepcffta frooa afcandbg and 
select comm^ieeilv 
Koport No^f,of N. Bangs> chairman of the Oemmitlae on StaTwqrt pre- 
^SS^^^ ^ sented a report with req>ect to the protest of sundry per- 
sona in New^Yoiic cilQr, agalnat a memerial on alavery, 
fireseniad andf xafbiTed on May SdrpiirportHtg t» eome from 
tee thoeaaod one kmidred membesa el oar ahwrdk Bead, 
md on metian laid on the taUef. 
^JvSfiSy ^' '^* ^^^^^^^ Qhairman of CemauOee on Centenary 
.•#a*w«t»«f- Siibacription9y.i»«9ented a tepovt, which waa read, and on 
motisnt laid on iba table. 

S, 6. RoazeU ebidrmui of tbe CeoMHitilen on CIpaKAea 

and Parsonages, presented a report, which waa read and 

adapted, as i^ows :-^ 

^352^*' 2^ " '^^ committee to whom was referred the subject c^onr 

orardhMjMd dnrches and paraenagea, beg leeretn preaant the laOew- 

*" i^g report : 

** By a resohjtion of the last General Gonfetenee, it waa 
.«Mide the daiy of the aeveml Attnual Goitfetenoes to iasti* 
tate an inTeatigBtion into the atate and conctitiott oi the 
tfllwishea and fiarionagi^s threaghovt the conneetion. 
Thia ittvealigaticm.was to inclnde the ittAn^^r, the Umtn 
^. wbifh they are aeewred te the Mi £. Ghmrxdi, and the 
amtiiiliiQf Ibek'iiaMitafr Ton^ cenusitleQiegietteiiav 
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ihat the meaas giSbrded th^m by whicb to preseDt any* Byrt rfcgau 
thing like a full and satisfactory report have pot coqie *** «»— *— 
into their possession. The only conferences which have 
inade any report pn tkese points are the New- York, Maineu 
Troy, and Philadelphia Conferences. 

<' From what inforinatioh your committee have been able 
to obtain, the foUowiog particulars are adduced : 

" First. A large Q^ajonty of our churches and parsonages 
are secured to the M. E. Church according to the Disci** 
pUne of ^he sapie ; but that a large nuipber ar^ n,ot so se- 
cured, but are held either in trust for the particular societies 
i9i:here ^ey are 3ituated, or aire held by individuals in trust. 

^' Second. That much of our church property i^ these 
United States is greatly indebted : vQur committee, how- 
ever, know of no better plan by which to guard against 
this evil in future, than that of a careful adherence to the 
role of Discipline on the subject of buildip^ chui^ches, &c. 

*' Tour committee have also had under consideraticm a 
memorial fron^t a number of very resp^tahle members of 
our church in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., praying the General 
CkMnference so to alter the Discipline, as to leave it Op- 
tional to the people ta build churches with or without free 
seats : also a resolution to the same effect, referred to 
them by this oonf^rence. Your committee are of opinion, 
however, that it is inexpedient to alter the Disoipune oil 
this subject 

^'RespeclfoUy submitted, 

**S. 6. RoszBL, CAommm. 

** Bakimare, May 27, 1840.'' 

L. Pierce, chairman of the Committee on the Course of 
Study, preaented a report, which was read, and, accord- 
ing to rule, laid on the table. 

On motion of W. Capets, the report of the Committee ^^i^^'^W^ ^^ 
on Episcopacy was taken up, and the first resolution rCttrMSiitSa 
therein was read and adopted, as f<rfIows >— adi^tod. 

^ Resolved, That the administration for the last foor 
years be and the same hereby is approved.^' 

The second resolution was read. Moved to lay it on 
the table. Lost. Moved to adopt. Moved to flitrike oift 
^^two" and insert ''one;" for which B. M. Drake moved 
as a substitute to strike out '' tviro," and insert 5* three." 
li^ed to lay the substitute on the table. Carried. Moved 
to lay the amendment on the table. Lost. The f^rth^r 
consideration of this subject was postponed, and on mo- 
tion it was made the order of the day for to-m6rrow. 

S. Higgjins presented a communication from th^ t^us- ^'SSSLJfS 
tees of the Chartered Fund of the M. E. Church^. On ^''■^^ ^ 
motion, it was referred to a select cojoomittee of three, t^ 
consider and report thereon. 
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Conference resolved to liold another session at thre^ 
o'clock, P. M. 

B«p«t OB i^ On motion, the report of the Committee on the Episcopacy; 

S^to Siahop in relation to the election and ordination of a Bishop for 

forAMca. Africa, was taken up. J. Early moved to amend the re- 
port, by inserting the following in the second resolution, 
viz. : "and provided he shall be subject to the same re- 
sponsibilities, duties, and privileges, as are the Bishops of 
the M. E. Church in the United States." ' On motion this 

UM OB tbe tip amendment was laid on the table. The whole subject 

^'''i was then laid on the table. 

Bjjjt^Bwf The report (No. 3) of the Committee on the BookCon- 

n^m^^^fi^m cem, was taken up, read, and after considerable discus- 
sion, and action upon several resolutions^ viz., fir^^ 
secondy third, fourth, Jifth ; and on an amendment to the 
sixth ; these and the amendment were adopted. 

Conference then adjourned, to meet at three o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 27. 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Mcnr- 
ria in the chair ; and was opened with the usual religKHU 
exercises by brother Eddy. 

Conference resumed the consideration of the report of 
the Committee on the Book Concern. The seventh and 
eighth resolutions were adopted. J. A. Collins moved to 
amend the ninth resolution, by striking out all after the 
words " New-York." T. N. Ralston moved to lay this 
amendment on the table. Lost. After some discussion, 
J. A. Collins withdrew his motion to strike out, and offered 
88 a substitute the f<41owing : — '^ The principal establish- 
ment of the Book Concern shall be in the city of New- 
York ; and there shall be such other establishments as 
the General Conference may deem expedient." 

Considerable discussion ensued, when J. A« Collins 
withdrew his substitute, and renewed his motion to striks 
out The motion to strike ont prevailed, and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted. 

The tenth resolution was read, for which N. Bangs 
offered a substitute, which was adopted. 

The eleventh resolntion was read, and adopted. (See 
report, page 116.) 

On motion the Conference adjourned, to meet to-mor- 
low morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 

THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 28. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Ro- 
berts in the chair, and was opened with the usual religions 
exercises by brother Hudson. 

On motion, the order of business was suspended, to 



4»iect the ohakman of the Committee on Expenses to pay 
iwelv<9 dollars to two hrethfen, who had received mat 
much in counterfeit notes. 

The order of business was further suspended, and the ^I^^nSI^ 
appeal of Jonas Scott was taken up. . The journal of the HAomhire 
New-Hampshire Conference in the case of Jonas Scott ^^**^''"*^ 
was read, and the following resolutions were read a;nd 
adopted : — 

"1. Resolved, by the delegates of the several Annual 
Conferences, in Greneral Conference assembled, That the 
decision of the New-Hampshire Conference in the case 
of Jonas Scott, by which he was located without his con- 
$ent, appears from the journals of said Conference to be 
defective for the want ^f the documentary evidence. 

''2. Resolved, That the decision of the said Conference 
in the case of said Jonas Scott be and the same hereby 
18 reversed," 

Tlie chair announced the Cosmiittee on the Chartered 
Fund, viz. : — 

Ntuhan Bangs, John Early, Billings O. Plimpton. 

The President called for reports; when J. Early, 
chairman of the Committee on Episcopacy, made a report, it«P«t ^^^ 
which was read and adopted, as follows : — Sf*^ *^^ 

" The Committee on the Episcopacy have had undei^ 
consideration the travelling expenses of the several 
Bishops, since the last General Conference ; and find thpit 
Bishop Roberts's expenses up to this time have beep 
$40 25 over the annual appropriation of $125. Bishop 
Joule's expenses $260 over ; Bishop Hedding's expenses 
have been covered by the appropriation; Bishop An- 
drew's $250 over ; Bishop Waugh's expenses not covered 
by the appropriation, but he does not know exactly the 
amount he is deficient, and therefore makes no demand ; 
Bishop Morris's expenses overrun the appropriation 
$99 33. The committee recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution : 

'* Resolved, That the Book Agents at New-York be 
directed to pay Bishop Roberts $40 25 ; Bishop Soule 
$260 ; Bishop Andrew $250 ; and Bishop Morris $99 33; 
and close their accounts for travelling expenaeis up to 
this date. 

" Respectfully submitted, 

» *'JoaN Earlt, Chmrman. 

^'JBaUimore, May 28, 1840." 

W, Capers, chairman of the Committee on the Address ]^V«^<^ <>f«^ 
from the Weedeyan Methodist Connection, made a report, ten%ni^ 
accompanied with letters to the British and' Canada Con- jj^ "^ <^^ 
lerences, which were read. Moved to adopt Uie report 
and letters, (See Appendix, Dopiimenta B< and C.) ... 



0. Scott called for a dMsion on 1ido)[^tig tlie let^r it^ 
the British Conference. H. S&cer movea to recommit 
the report. Lost J. T. MilcMeli offered the 'followiBg^ 
resolntion, which was adopted : *^ Resolred, That the cnnn- 
nittee revise the letter to the British Conference, so as t0 
refer to our literary institotiotiSy ssid to the intercinmge of 
X^esentatives." 

The question was then taken cm adopting the report of 
the committee. 

1. On the letter to the British Wesleyan Confereni^e a 
division was called for; and on motion, that part which 
does not refer to slaverf was adopted. That part relatiikg 
to slavery was also adopted ; one himdred and fourteen 
voting in the affirmative, and eighteen in ^ negative. 

2. On the letter to the Canada Conference ; which was 
adopted. 

The report, and resolutions annexed, were then adopted; 
as follows :— ' 

'^^Lst "The committee, to whom were referred the letters of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in Ghreat Britain, and 
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"^ a document IrtMn the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in * 
Upper Canada, report, , 

" 1 . Your committee respectftiDy recommend the send'- 
ing of a delegate to the Wesleyan Methodist Conference 
in Great Britain, in 1842 ; and that the Book Agents at 
New- York be directed to furnish him with money to de- 
fray all necessary expenses incident to his mission, as 
your messenger. 

'*2. Your committee further recommend ^e sending^ of 
a del€fgate to &e Wesleyan Methodist Conference of 
Upper Canada, at the session <^ 1841 ; and th^ Ids 
expenses be paid as above. 

'*3. Your committee present the following letters as 
being, in their opinion, proper to be sent to the above-men- 
tioned Conferences; one in answer to the letters of the 
British Conference, and in acknowledgment of the favoOT of 
Mr. Newton's visit ; and the other a letter of congratula- 
tion to our brethren of Canada, and in acknowledgment 
of the favour of the visit of their representatives. 

'*A11 of which is respectfully submitted, 

«Wm. Capers, ChaimumJ^ 

O. Scott moved to pnhhsh the Address from the British 

Wesleyan Methodist Connection in ^e official papers of 

the M. £. Church. This motion was laid on the table, 

<mM^ iwfo* N. Wilson moved to suspend the order of the day, Tor 

Si^^er^ £. A^ parpiose of taking up the resolution of brother Feck, 

^Jjjjgn^ to reconsider the- resolution of brother Few, on receiving 

^e testimony of coloured persons. Moved to lay the 

above on the table. Lost. 



W. A. Sttii& oibred thi iUloWt&g Mivrtlhite^ liz. :— ^ 

**Re9d[ved, Th«t the reiBolutioii offM^ by I: A. FdWj ^JiJ^^jSr*^ 
ted adopted oa Monday, tlie ISIh insf., rehf^ng to tbd 
testimony of persons of colour, be reconsider ed, and 
aminded so as to read as follows, viz. : 

^Resolred) That it is ine3q>editot and ttnjastifiiible ic^ 
any preacher among us to admit persons of colour to ^^6 
testinsoAy on fbe tilAl of white person^ in any fllaireli^ld* 
ing flUAe or temlecy where they are denied thM privi- 
lege in trials at law ; provided, thtt when an Annnri Ccftt* 
ferenee in any such state or tenilory shall judge it espo* 
dient to admit of die introduction of suck testimony withitf 
its bounds, it shftll be allowed to do so.** 

T. Spicer called for a division of the resolutioii. The 
chair decided the resolution not to be divisible. From 
tUs deoisiom an appeal was taken. The Conference snil- 
tamed the decision of the chair. 

£. H. Pikher moved to lay the substitute on the taUe. 
Canied. ! ' '"^ 

Conference then resolved to meet again at three, P. M: 

After much discussion on G« Peck's motion, Conference 
adorned, to meet at three o^dock this afternoon. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 28. 

Conference m^ at three o^doek, pursuant to adjobrnmelni^ 
Bishop Hedding in die chair, and was opened with r^U- 
giotts exercises hy brother A. N. Filmore. 

Conference resumed this subject und6r consideration Ai« 
Bwnming — ^the motion to reconsider the resolution passejd ' . >*<^ 

on the 18th, in relation to the testimony of coloured persons. 

It was moved to lay the retolution to reconsider bn 
thotaUe. Lost. 

It was moved to ainend, for the purpose of referring tb 
a eommittee the resolution of brother Few. J. A. CoUins 
moved to lay this motion on the table. Carried. 
. On motion of J. A. Ccdlins, the resolution offered by 
W. A. Smith this morning, as a substitute lor I. A Few4l 
fesdution^ was cidled up. 

O. Gary offered the following substitnte for W: A. ^£Jf^__ 
Smith's resolution :— moiSkon 

^ Resolved, by the members of the General Coiifetence, 
hi CnnfiMnenc^ assembled, 

** 1. That all proceedings of th^ Conference in tjh^ 
case of the appeal of Silas Comfort (with the exception 
of the decision &at it could not be entertained) be, and they 
hereby are rescinded. 

^ 2. That nil the proceedings of the Conference on die 
subject of the testimony of eoloared persons be, and ^ey" 
hereby.nvereseindod * 
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." 3. That die aevanl Amnl C<iiifertdQe8 be at litatjr 
' * to give such direetiona to their members as mxf be deem- 

ed expedient on ihe sul^ct of the testimony of colooted 
persons." 
Lau w th0 ta- Qn iDotion, the above substitute was laid on the tableu 
. It was moved to by on the^aUe the substitute called 
up by J. A. GoUiaa. Lost. 

L. Scott mov9d to amend the substitute^ by stnkingoat 
'*^unjustifiahle," and ioserting " unadvisaUe." This amend- 
ment was laid oa the table. 
Vote by yieu , The question was about K> be taken on W. A. Smith'a 
SodcvB MbJ£ substitute, when, on motion of J. B. Hooghtalingy the yeas 
^*^- and nays were ordered, sMttd were as follows : — 

Yeas; Hopkins, Sansom, Holmes, Preston,. Ayets, 
Foe, M'Mahan, Raper,, Christie, Young, Hamilton, Ham- 
lui0, Wright, Munroe, Gieen, Johnson, Akexs, Cartwriglit» 
Thompson, Crews, Clarke., Mitchell, Tomlinson-, BascesB, 
Stamper, Ralston, Taylor, Ames, Eddy, Fatten, Seyier, 
T6M, ta CaUett, Faine, Pitts, MTerrin, Driskill, Moody, Hanrell^ 

J. C. Parker, HoUaad, Winaas, Drake, Munsh, Levert, 
CaUaway, Hodges, L. Pierce, Parks, Few, G. F. Fierce, 
Capers, Betts, Wightman, EiigUsh, Spain, Leigh, Broek*. 
Jamieson, Crowder, Early, Smith, Bnson, Collins, Miller, 
Roszel, Slicer, Dorsey, Gere, and H» White* 69 yeas. 

Nats: Bangs, Rice, Reed, Luckey, Sandford, N. 
White, Carpenter, Ostraader, Horton, J. A. Meifrill, O. 
Scott, Crandall, Upham, Stiokney, A. D. Merrill, Robin- 
son, Hill, Larrabee, Randall, Bailey,. Jones, TempletOB, 
Chamberlain, Adams, Cahoon, £. Scott, FeriuJM, Spicer, 
Nsfs, sa Levings, Sherman, Houghtaling, Minor, Seymour, Cook^» 

Hudson, Plimpton, Kin^y, Chandler, Gary, J>empster,. 
Baker, Chase, Haxmon, Boweii, Peek* Paddock, Colisla- 
zer. Power, Pilchier, Abel, G. Filmore, A. N. Fibaorei^ 
J. Parker, Dodge, Tooker, SpeAcer, Wiley, Wood, Wil- 
son, Higgins, Sorin, L. Scott, Lybrajad» Pitman, Pether- 
bridge, Force, Winner, Porter, and Walker* €9 nays. 
Ik «ie- Whereupon, Bishop Hedding stated, that in his jildgr 
^Sbb^ Jfi&EA a 3ishq> presiding in the General Conference ha^ 
not the prerogative, in case of a t^e on a ^estion, to 
decide it by giving the casting vote; and that, as there 
was not a majority in favour of the . resolution, it WMi 
lost, of course* 

Conference adjourned, to meet to-mprrow monuiig# l« 
hslf-past e^ht o'clock* 

FRIDAY MORmNG, MAY 29, 

Cpnferenee met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop An- 
^ew in the chair, and was opened with reading the word 
of God, singing and prayer,. by brother Pe^Mctwidge. 
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^he President calUd for repoits, wlteii W. Wioaa% 
cbfiirman of the Committee on Itinerancy) presented a 
report, wlxicb w^ read^ and laid on the' table. 
. . Ob motion, the report of the Committee on the Book 
Concern was taken up, and the twelfth^ thirteenth^ four' 
teenthf and fifteenth resolutions were adopted. The mx^ 
ieenth resolution was read, and W. Winans.moTed to 
amend it, by striking out the words *f shall be/' and in- 
serting /'if.'' Carried. The sixteenth resdution as 
amended was then adc^ptjdd. The seventeenth and eigk' 
teenth resolutions were read, and adopted. S. Min^r 
moved to amend the mneteenith resolution, by adding tW 
.words " with interest." Lpst. The resolution as reported 
was adopted. The twentieth and twenty-first resoluti<»i9 
were adopted. G. S. Holmes moved to amend the tweni<^ 
tf -second resolution, by striking out the words " if prac^ 
ticable." Lost. The resolution was t|ien adopt^ as 
reported. The twenty-third^ twenty-fourth, and twenty-fifth 
resolutions were rea4, and adopted. (For report and 
resolutions, see page 11^.) 

S. K. Hodges, of the coipmittee, presented the .foUow^ 
ing resolutions, which were read and adopted:-^ 

'^1. Resolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern 
at Cincinnati be released from the claim of the hg9i»\» dX 
New-York, and that the books on hand there, the reaj 
estate there, and the debts due this establishment, up lo 
April 1, 1840, be considered as the capital' stock of th^ 
Book Concern at Cincinnati. 

. "%, Resolved, That the Agents at New-York be. in* 
structed at their earliest convenience to furnish^ for the 
Qoncem at Cincinnati, duplicate stereotype plates of the 
24mo., 48mo., and 72mo. Hymns, the IMsc^ine, the Sun* 
day; School Hymns, and all the books of instruction for 
Sunday Schools, and charge the same at cost prices. s 
provided, when convenient ^ cash shall accompany the 
order, or be forwarded as early as practicable, and the 
amount of debt against the Cincinnati Concern shall 
iiot exceed $10,000 at the eind of any one year---com* 
mencing April 1, 1840." 

J. A. Collins moved to reconcdder'the resolution jr<^ 
specting Editors at New- York. Carried. He then moved 
to amend so. as not tp confine the election of Editors to the 
travelling preachers. , The amendment was adopted. 

J. A. Collins moved to reconsider the resolution re^ 
^^cting the Agents at New- York. Carried. Moved to 
strike out said resolution. Carried. 

W. Winans moved to «it]rike out all after the word <* as- 
sistant" to the word ''preacher," inclusive, in paragraph 
3, section 8, part 2, page IBO, of Discipline, and insejrt 
the following: — "The former of whom shall, be chosen 
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htmi among' the traVelHng preachen, alid, by virtoe of bis 

appointment, shall be a member of the New-York Confer* 

ence, (as shall also ifhe assistant Agent, if chosen fhim 

among the travelling preachers,) to which, in the interval 

of General Conference, both of said Agents shall be respon* 

aible for their condnct in office." This was laid on the table. 

^?kSwb^ J. A. Coffins moved that a new paragraph be forineidf to 

mat yioKk- be number 4, of section 8, part 2, of the Discipline, in 

***• the following words : — "The New-York Conference, ill' 

tke interval of the General Conference, shall have power, 

* If they deem it necessary, by and with the advice and 

eonsent of the Bishops, to remove ftny of the said Agents 

ttsd Editors from office ; and in case of removal, death, or 

resignation, to provide for the vacancy until the next en- 

miing General Conference." This motion prevailed. 

J. A. Collins then offered a series of resolutions, whieh 
Were read and adopted, as follows :>-* 

'V Resolved, That it is the sense of this General C<m- 
iforence that paragraph 1, of section 6, page 180, of th^ 
Discipline, stand in the same order as it now does, in the 
fotore editions of the Discipline. 

"Resolved, That section 8, page 180, of the. Disci- 
Inline, be so arranged that all which respects the Book 
R<MMn in New-York shall be placed first in the order of 
arrangement ; and that the committee whieh may be ap- 
}ibilited to prepare the new editioti of the Discipline be 
instructed to make the said section conform throughout 
to the amendments which have been made therein by the 
Import of the Comimttee on the Book Concern, and the 
Action had thereon by this Conference." 

Moved to take up all the reports of the Book Concern 
not acfled upon. Carried. 

Conference then resolved to sit again to-day at three 
oVlocfc,P. M. 
'^T^i^^J' R^xm No. 2 of the Committee on the Book ConceiU 
'" "^'" '' was taken up, and read. 

J. B. M*Ferrin moved to amend ihe first resolution, by 
i«riking out $5000, and inserting $7000. T. Seymoor 
moved to strike out $7000, and insert $^000. Th» 
amendment of J. B. M'Ferrin prevailed, and the resolu- 
tiott aft amended was adopted. 

The secofid and third resolutions were adopted. 

On motion of W. A, Smi&, the fotath resolution wtte 
kid on t^ie td^ble for the present ' 

ddttforenee then adjourned <o meet agahi this afteriickm. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 29. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Waiigh 
in the chair, and was opened with religious exercises by 
broker Cooke. 
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tM tobtton, Bishop "86x16 had Uzr^ to introduce tife 
distressed conditioa of Natchez, particularly the disa^tlt « 

"svhich htnk fallen Oh the Methodist Episcopal Cfhutch in 
that city, to the General Conference. The Bishb^ theli 
addressed ih^ Conference, and concluded by moving that ^c^^Scefef 
a colIecti6n h6 now taken tip in behalf of the aforesaid ifatdMBiLB. 
church. Benjamin M. Drake made a statement of the ^^"^- 
facts in relation to the case. J. A. Collins seconded 
the motion to take up ^ colle<ition, accompanied Mtk 
a few fehiarks. 

E. R. Ames proposed to be one of one hundred to giv^ - 

$10 each, whiph was responded to by the following per* 
8(ms : — . , 

E. R. Ames, S. Luckey, H. Slicer, W. Muflrah, R. 
Paine, T. B. Sargent, J. T. Mitchell, J. M. Holland, T. 
String^eld, Bishop Morris, H. B. Bascom, J. F. Wright, 
J. S. Tomlinson, A. F. Driskill, H. G. Leigh, J. Earhc. :. .!. .* >: 
N. Bangs, J. B. M'Ferrin, N. Wilson, t*. E. Pitts, Bish- 
op Soule, S. 6. Roszel, T. Mason, S. K. Hodges, S. S. 
Moody, M. Broiik, L. Scott, M. Force, Bishop Heidin^ 
W. B. Christie, J, S, Porter, G. F. Pietce, P. Cartwright, 
L. L. Hamline, W. Capers, J. Stamped, R. Emory, H. 
Colclazer, W. H. Rapet, A. Wood, C. Betts, W. BJT. ^ 
Wightman, T. N. Ralston, J. A. Gere, J. A. Collins, J, 
Wells, C. B. Ti^pett, G. W* WAlker, J. H. Power, Bish- 
op Andrew, N. White, Bishop Roberts, Bishop Waugfa, 
S. Jones. 

J. Young proposed to be one of twenty to give i^ 
each, which was reijponded to by the following persons : 
J. Young, J. Miller, J. Carrol, jr., P. Akers. A. Munrot, 
G. W. Taylor, E. H. Pflcher, B. English, E. P. Sevier, 
J. Lybrand, K Callaway, A, Poe, C. Cooke, J. L. Faht", 
S. M. Barry, T. B. Sargent, H. Spain, Greensboro^ Ala^ ^ 
T. K. Catlett, and cash $3. 

The sum of $86 was collected in baskets sent round 
the house. 

S. W. Stockton will give premium incorruptible teeth -" '' • 
to the amount of $100, for the above object. 

The whole amount of subscription in this matter is 
$8i24; and the amount just collected is $609. , 

Rev. Robert Newton, representative of the Wefti ]>mut«ra 
leyan Connection, took leave of the Conference with an ^"^ 
address ; after which J. A. Collins offered the following 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted by a rising 
vote. Resolved, 

"1. That we warmly reciprocate the kind sentiments 
of affection just expressed to this General Conference by 
Rev, Robert Newton, and that while his visit to this 
country has served to exalt him in our personal regard, 
it has contributed to strengthen still more the fraternal ties 
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which bind together the Wesleyao family in Europe and 
America. 

'<2. That we. deyoatly implore the blessing of God 
upon him) and pray that he may graciously vouchsafe to 
our beloved brother a safe return to his home, his family, 
and the church whose honoured representative he is to 
this body." 

Bishop Hedding and Mr. Newton then addressed the 
. throne of grace in fervent prayer. 

Conference resolved to meet again at eight o'clock, P. M. 
i^jort on Edn- g. K. Hodges, for I. A. Few, chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Education, presented a report, which, after it had 
been read, was, on motion, laid on the table, 
chaxtend . N. Bangs, chairman of the Committee on the Commu- 

^^^^ location of the Trustees of the Chartered Fund, mad^ a 

» report, which was read and adopted, 
l^rton B<^ On motion, the consideration of the report on the Book 
'^^*'*'**''*'*'' Concern (No. 2) was resumed. 

The fourth resolution, which was laid on the table at 
the close of the morning session, was taken up, and a 
motion made for its adoption. 

, While this was under discussion, Ccmfftrence adjourned, 
to meet again at eight o'clock this evening. 

FRIDAY EVENING, MAY 29. 

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjoum- 
jment, Bishop Morris in the chair, and was opened with 
reli^ous services by brother Cartwright. 

Conference resumed the consideration of the report of 
the Committee on the Book Concern — ^the fourth resolu* 
lion pending. 

It was moved to amend by striking out " Virginia," and 
inserting " Central." Carried. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
AictbA on R«- W. A. Smith offered a resolution, to come in as the 
^SmaLi^ fifi^ resolution in the report, which was adopted. 

S. K. Hodges moved to amend, by inserting that the 
Editors at Charleston, Nashville, and Richmond, shall be 
elected by this Conference ; Discipline, section 8, para- 
graph 8j page 184; and strike out the words, "the 
Virginia Conference is authorized to elect an Editor for 
the paper at Richmond till the next General Conference." 
Carried, 

The sixth resolution was read, and adopted. 

The seventh resolution was read, and amended, on mo- 
tion of C. Cooke, by striking out the word "inexpedient," 
and inserting " expedient." 

On. motion of W. Capers, it was further amended, by 
adding a proviso to the effect that the debts heretofore 
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eofttract^d without the authority of the General Confer- Action onwpwrt 
ence shall not be charged to the Book Concern. ^Sm^ ^^***" 

On motion of W. A. Smith, it was still further amended, 
by requiring the said paper to conform to the regulations 
fixed in the Discipline in relation to dther papers. 

On moti(Hi of C. Cooke, it was still further amended, 
by changing the name of the paper from that of ** Pitts- 
burg Conference Journal" to that of " Pittsburg Christian 
Advocate." The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The eighth was read, and C. Cooke offered the follow- 
ihg substitute, which was laid on the table, viz. : — 

" Whereas, depositories have been commenced urtth " 

the understanding that books were to be furnished by the 
Agents at New- York at forty per cent, discount, as the Dis- 
cipline directs ; and whereas, it was reasonable to expect 
that, as to other purchasers books are forwarded at the 
expense and risk of the Concern, they would be so fpi*- ' 

warded to depositories ; therefore, 
. "Resolved, That the Agents be directed to relinquish 
any claim they may profess to have against depositories 
for the expense of transportation ; that no such claim be 
in future made ; and that books be furnished to deposito- 
ries established pursuant to the rule in the Discipline ofi 
the subject, at forty per cent, discount from the retail priceis, 
on all bodks in the General Catalogue." 

The question recurred upon the resolution ; but before 
it was put to vote, Conference adjourned, to meet to-mor'- 
row morning, at half-past eight o'clock. 

SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 30. 

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Rd- 
berts in the chair, and was opened with appropr^te reli- 
gious exercises by A. Wood. * 

The President called for reports from standing Ana 
select committees. 

.P. Akers, chairman of the committee to whom was re|- 
ferred the communication from Robert Emory, presented 
the following report, accompanied with ^ resolution. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted, as was also th^ 
report itself, which reads as follows t — ' 

"The committee to whom was referred the coinmum- *5J5S«fto«tC 
cation from Robert Emory, praying that a committee might 
be appointed to examine and report on the unfinished me- 
moirs of his father, the late Bishop Emory, and asking 
permission to use such documents on this subject as may 
belong to the General Conference, beg leave to report : 

" That as far as they have had opportunity to examine 
the work, they highly approve of the same ; and that the 
writer may avail himself of whatever will contribute t6 



Alport i^tflH. d^ perfecting of a work of so nmch interact, yoqr k 
j^^intoi^n mittee would recommeiid the adoptiojii of the IbUowiog re- 
^om^- Robert ^la(ion : 

^ " Resolved, That the Rev. R. Emoxy, ia prepanag £;9r 
publication the memoirs of the late Bishop Emoij, bare 
permission to use such documents .foelongii^ to thc( Ge- 
neral Conference as relate to tha^ subject. 
^* All which is respectfully submitted, 

** P. Ajcsas, CAdhmRt." 

^S^onSoL ^^* ^ lopott on the memorials referred to the csoinmit- 
f^. if the case of L. Garrett, accompanied witl^ % reso- 
rption. 

The resolution was read, and, on motion of B. M. Prake, 
If^d on the table, to act on the report first. 

The ;^eporl; was then re^ Moved by H. Cdcl^er to 
]fff it on the table. Lost. 

On motion, the last septence of the report was laid on 
,^e tab)e« 

The remainipg part pf the r^eippr^ was adqpted, apd reads 
j^^ follows: — 

'f The special committee to whom were refexred two 
Aemopals from six individuals within the bounds of the 
^$)9pnessee Conference, pra3ring that special attention may 
be paid by this body to the records of fhe Tennessee 
ponference, to ascertain whether there was any misrule 
jpf ipal-administration in the trial and expulsion of L. Gar- 
rett, who was a local preacher within the bounds of faid 
Conference, beg leave to report as follows : 

" They find, in examining the records of the Tennessee 
Conference, that the minutes of the alleged trial of said 
]ppal preacher before the committee, and those of his ex- 
nuision by the Quarterly Meeting Conference, were not 
before the said Annual Conference, where charges of mis- 
iif^le ^nd mal-administration, not by an appellant, but by 
an accused in the premises, were preferred against the 
l^iding officers of the aforesaid committee and Quar- 
it^rly Meeting Conference ; but that the accuser and the 
.accus^, before the Annual Conference, were permitted 
4^ r^ad, '.' as explanatory of (he facts in the case,** althougli 
not as testimony, any certificates or documents obtained 
V . ' > Jpy either agBinst the other, without having given notice 
Hi intention to dp so. Whereupon certain documents were 
7 ^ \ X^^Af l^th by the accuser and the accused, to which docu<« 

liie^ts the journal |;efer8, but which, not being before 
yonr committee, thev have not been able to ascertain 
Ivh^ explanations they afforded of the administration, 
^tber in the aforesaid committee or Quarterly Confer- 
^lice. Mqreoyer, your committee, in the absence of the 
(Q^utcif of the. aforesi^ committee and Quail^erly Meet- 



bg OcmfereiiiDe relerrad i^ liav^ liot bee* aUe, fjeomlhe 
leoofds of the Annual CoDference, to detect any xnisnde 
DC mal^^admiiiMtralioii in the premLsee.^' 

Moved, by P» Akers, to take up the Eesoiutkm accotn* 
pii^g tJie repoart, and which ha^ been laid on the taUe* 
Lost. 

. W. Winans, chainnan of the Gommittee on the Itine- ^^^^^^ 
rancy, presented the following repoit on the coKiinunica><* Hind*, 
tion from T» S. Hinde^ which was read, and on motion 
adopted :-** 

. ^< The Committee oft the Itineiancy report in part*: 
. f ' That the committeet have had nnder isonsiden^on tke 
memorial of T. S. Hinde, refened to them, and fin^g 
nothing in said memorial which established the existence 
of any misrule or irregnlafity in &e adnunistration of Dia- 
iB^lme, or in the conduct of the preachers of the Illinoie 
Ckinference, beg leave to be discharged from the further 
consideration of said memorial. 
^ Respectfully mihmitted, 

« W. WiNAKB, Ohmrmm^^ 

On moticm, Conference granted a copy of tbe report tt ^ • . t 
the case of L. Garrett to tlie delegation from the Ten^' ' 
nessee Conference. 

J. B. Honghtaling oiSKnd tho following resolution :•«— 

" Resolved, That this Conference wiU kdjoumon Tues*> 
day next, the 2d of Jime." 

H. B. Bascotai offered Ae following as a sufastiliite.:*^; 

'' Whereas, movements liave been made towud a pitei- 
mature adjournment of this body ; therefore, 
, " Resolved by the delegates of the seveial Annual Oon-» 
^ipences in General Conference asaenbled, That we^ will 
remain here, faithfcd to the delegated trust reposed in na, 
until the proper odnstttiitional businlBsa of tibo Gonferiance 
i» duly disposed of.-' 

Moved to lay this im the taUe. Lost. The sidbfltituto 
^ras adopted. 

C. W. Ruter offered the following resolution:'^ ■. ; 

\< Resolved, That when any men^er-of the Confer^ce 
•kali think that ^e disouteion of a subject haa been tfliffi- 
ciently protracted, it shall be in order for him to>;no«)» 
that she vote on the mahi question be now laken, u^hich 
motion, if seconded, shall be immediately put; ^nd if -a 
nMJority of the meoibeis present, by. their vote, sustain 
Ae motion, ihe siain question shall be taken withoBtAar- 
ihec debate.*' 

Moved to amend by striking .out 'fmajorslT'^ and iaaet^ 
mg V Iwci-thirdsi.^' Mofired to ky this on tl^e talle. Carried. 

The question recurring on the resolution, it was adopted. 
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S. G. Roszel offered the foUowtag Teaoliitimi.:-«*> 

Resoiiitioa, on ** Resolved, That this Conference imtnict the Conmiit^ 
MB8e??f Se t6® on the Episcopacy to inquire into the -propriety of so 
Sabagm, altering the rules of Discipline as to authorize the Gene- 

ral Conference to estimate the amount necessary for the( 
table expenses and fuel of the Bishops for the ensmog four 
years, or until the ensuing General Conference." 

Withdrawn, but immediately renewed by W. A. Smith. 
Moved to lay it on 'the table. Carried. 

W. B. Christie offered the following resdution : — 

jtMdiiiiioa on <' Whereas, there exists a difference of c^nion and 

o^e^M^^ pactice as to w^at items should be included under the 

pn^f^if. ^ead of travelling expenses ; and whereas, this is be* 

coming a matter of importance to the preachers ; theve* 

fore, 

'^ Resolved, That the expenses incurred by the preach* 

era for hay and grain to keep a horse, which is necessary 

to do the woik assigned him by the Church, are proper 

to be included under the head of travelling expenses." 

After some discussion, it was moved to lay it on the 

UM on taUe. table for die present. Carried. 

Actton 00 76- Conference, on motion, resolved to take up the unfin- 
IS^^JLJH^ ahed business, being the report (No. 2) of the Committee 
* on the Book Conc^m-^^e eighth resdution pendii^g. 
Moved to adjourn. Lost. 

The eighth resolution was read. C. Sherman offered 
"" .,;..:' Ae following (Substitute' therefor:—- 

*< Resolved, That book depositories henceforth be ea* 
ti^shed by the General Conference, when and where 
'^ they may deem expedient ; and that said depositories shall 
be under the direibtion of the Book Agents." 

Moved to lay this on the table. Lost 
' On motion, the substitute and resolution of the commit- 
tee were referred to a special committee of three. 
' C. Cooke offered the following resolution:-^ 

" Moved to amend the Discipline, page 184, by striking 
oat the word 'and,' before the words < Nashville, Ten- 
nessee,' and adding after them the words ' and Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania."* Adopted. 
.V u m V- .-1 ^ rj^^ ^-^^^ resolution was read, and adopted. 

.' J. Early moved to reconsider the fourth resolntioo. 
Carried. 
The resdution was read, and on motion amended by 
« striking out ^< Central,'' and inserting; « Richmond." 

S* K. Hodges moved to reconsider the resolution :8e»- 

tiiig off the capital stock of the* Cinciaasd Book Concern. 

Carried : and then, on motion, amendments were adopted* 

(See r#soiuttoii on p. 89.) 

J. A. CoUins presented the following presmble and is- 

(MdUtiOA 5"*-^ 
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** Wheress, an aged minister of the Methodist EfHsco- ^f^J^ ^ 

a doMOon to 



the Book Ooa- 



Reaolnttm «» 
(Uvideods to 



pal Church has proposed to the Agents of the Book Con- 
cern at New-York, to transfer to them, for the use and be- 
nefit of said Concern, securities amounting to ^ve thmtsand 
doUars^ principally bonds and mortgages on real estatei 
bearing interest at the rate of seven per cent per annum, 
<m condition that the said Agents pay him during his na- 
tural life the interest at the rate of seren per cent, p^ 
annum on the said amount of five thousand dollars, in 
half-yearly payments; and the same to his wife dttting 
her natural life, should she survive him ; therefore, 

^ Resolved by the delegates of the Several Annual Con* 
ferences in General Conference assembled, That the 
Ageofts of the Book Concern at New- York be, and hereby 
are, authorized to accept of the said securities for five 
thousand dollars on the terms above specified, and to exe* 
cttle the proper writings in the case." 

Read, and adopted. 

B. M. Drake offered the following resolution : — ^ 

^ Reaolved, That the Book Agents be instructed to pay eacn 
of the new Conferences authorized by this Conference the 
dividends previously determined on,'* Read, and referred 
to the special committee of three appointed this morning. 

S. K. Hodges offered the following resolution : — 

*< Resolved, That all that part of the Committee's report 
on the Book Concern, relating to the discount on books, 
freight, and payment, be not put in the Discipline, but into 
a circular, and sent by the Agents to the preachers for their 
information." Adopted. 

On motion^ Conference resolved to reconsider the fif- 
teenth resolution of the general report of the Committee' cSla^ule! 
on the Book Concern. . Moved to amend by striking out 
** if,** and inserting the words " shall be." Carried. 

W. Winans moved that the wording of the article re^ 
iqpectiitg the Editors at Cincinnati be made to conform to 
the article in relation to the Sditors at New-York. Lost. 

The President announced &e committee of three, 
namely :—S. K. Hodges, T. Mason, and J. F. Wright 

Moved to add two to the committee. Carried. 

On motion. Conference resolved to protract the sessios 
one hour. 

Moved, that when Conference adjourn it adjourn to 
meet thin afternoon, at half-past three o'clock. Moved to 
lay this on the table. Carried. 

. On motion, W. B. Christie had leave of absence for. the 
remainder of the session of this Conference. 

BishopRoberts asked leave of absence for S. H. Thomp-' 
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Ibi^' ^?^ Moved, that the request ef Bishop Robeits, asking lewre 
absenco. of abseoco for the remaiader of the session^ the Gener^ 
Conference for &. H^ Thompsony be granted. Carried. 

The President announced the additional membeis of the 
special committee raised thie morning >-*-D8aiel Ostr^ft' 
der, WilUam Capers; 

Mo¥ed to reconsider the report of the Committee of the 
Book Coneem, relating to the Editors at New-Ycn-k. 
Carried. Moved ta strike out the wovd' " if," and insert 
the words << shall be." Cairied. 

The resolution a» amended wa»^opted. 
Moved to reconsider the report of the Committee on the 
Chartered Fund. Carried. 
"nastirain^iiM The trustees ef the Chartered Fund nominated Samnet 
vwd, siecttd. N|3al and James Barrett, in the place of Thomas Jackson, 
deceased. The Conference unanimously elected Samuel 
Neal to fill the vacancy. The trusteee also nominated 
Thomas Wilmer and Anthony Null, te take the place of 
Alexander Cbokr deceasedr Conference mianimously 
;. , elected Thomas Wilmer to fill (he vacancy. (Ap*Doc. D.) 

The report as amended was then adopted. 
On motion, Conference adjourned to meet on Monday 
morning, at half^past eight o*ck>ck< 
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MONDAY MORNING, JtTNE t 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment,- Bishop Hod- 
d&ig in the chair, and was opened- with religions ezeroisee 
by J. S. Porter. 

Bev. B^ Ryeraon, delegate from Upper Canada, took 
leave of the General Conference, with an address. 

D. Ostrander offered the following resdntion :-^ 

" Whereas the time is drawing near whenr this Confer*- 
enee must necessarily close ks session,^ and whereas much 
business, more or less important, remaine undone, therefore, 

'< Resolved, That the regular order of business be sus- 
pended, and that the Superintendents be requested to bring 
forward such business as in their opinion is indispensable, 
or most important ; and tlMt the Conference act thereon 
im the order it is presented" Carried. 

The report of the Committee on the Episcopacy, with 
respect tp increasing the number of Superintendents, was 
taken up. The first resolution accompanying the report 
had been adopted previously. The second IMolutton was 
read, the pending motion being to amend by striking out 
^ two" and insMting '' one."' A division if the motiea 
was called for, so as to lake the question oH striking out 
first. On motion, Conference resolved to take the question 
without further ^bate, and ibe main question being about 
to be taken, the caQ for a divisi(» was renewed. Wm. 



Winans moved io pos4H>ne Ae motioo for a diviaion. A '^SnSiittoe^ 
{>oint of order was here raised in reference to the proprietor Epiwopwr- 
of sQch a motion after the main question had been ordered. 
TIm chair decided k to he in order to move a postpone- 
ment of the motion to divide. From this decision N. 
Bangs took an appeal, and the question heiiig taken, '* Shall 
die decision of the chair stand as the jndgment of the 
Conference?" it was decided in the negative, ^o the de- 
cision of the chair was reversed 

The President having decided that ihe main question, 
which had been ordered to be taken, had respect to the 
pending amendment only, N. Bangs took an appeal from 
this decision ; and the question being put, " Shall the de- 
cision of the chair stand as the judgment of the Co^r^ 
eace 1" it was determined in the negative. So the decision 
of the chair was reversed. The question then recurring 
on the resolution of the committee^ it having been deter- 
mined by the Conference to be the main question, it was 
decided in the negative. So the resolution was lost. On 
motion, the preao&le was then adopted. Moved to adopt 
the whole report, as amended. While this was pending, 
a motion was made to amend the report, by inserting a 
resolution in favour of the election and ordination of one 
Bishop. A point of order was raised, as to the propriety 
of entertaining such a motion, after the Conference, under 
the action of the previous question, had rejected the reso- 
lution of the committee. The President decided it to be 
in order, because it was a point the Conference had not 
acted on when it was determined not to elect two Bishops. 
From this decision N. JBangs took an appeal ; and on the 
question, " Shall the decision of the chair stand as the 
judgment of the Conference ?" it was decided in the nega- 
tive. So the decision of the chair was reversed. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted, and reads as 
follows: — 

^* The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to report : 
That they have examined the administration in the several 
Annual Conferences for the last four years, and find that 
it has been correct, and therefore is entitled to the appro- 
bation and support of the General Conference ; and they 
Tecommend to the Bishops to make such an apportionment 
of the work among themselves as shall in their judgment 
most effeetnally promote the general good; and recom- 
mend the following resolution : — 

*' Resolved, That the administration for the last four 
years be and the same is hereby approved." 

The report of the. Committee on the Episcopacy, pre- ^^^^SSl 
scribing the mode by which a Bishop may be made copacj onlSh 
mperannuated or sapemumerary, was i^ken up. i^SS^*^ 

X Early moved to strike out all that part of the resdi^ 
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tionaccompanying the report which 8iithorise««ii Amioal 
Confereiice within whose boonds a Bishop mnj reside Iq 
grant him such relation; Carried. 

Mored to lay the remainder of the report on the table. 
Carried. 

The report of the Committee on the Epiiseopaey, ao- 
«^ ^ w.^ thoriaing the Seperintendents to appoint travelling preaeii' 
iSgaB, a *"" ers agents of literary institutions^ was taken np, read, and 
adopted. It reads as follows :— ^ 

*' The Committee on the Episcopacjr; fo whom was 
referred the memorial of the Neie-Bngland Conference, 
fnraying the General Conference so to amend our Disei^ 
{riine as to authoriie a Bishop to appoint an agent for any 
benoTolent institution or institution of learning under the 
patronage of an Annual Conference, when requested by a 
Conference, have had the same mider consideration, and 
reeommend the adoption of the foUowing resolution : — 
' *' Resolved, That answer 2 to question 3, section 4, 
chapter 1, of the Discipline, page 27, be so amended as to 
read, after the word ' tracts,' * and also to appoint an agent 
or agents for the benefit of our literary institotions.' 

•• J. Eaklv, Chtnmanr 

r\ 

On motion. Conference resolved that when we adjoatn 
we adjourn to meet again tbia afternoon, at three o'clock.* 
On BfBhop for The report of the Committee of the £j»scopacy, in re^ 
"" ference to electing and ordaining a Bishop for Africa, was 

^en up. T. K. Catlett moved to reconsider the vote of 
the Conference declaring it inexpedient to elect and 
ordain a Bishop for Africa. Moved to lay the motion on 
the table. Carried. 

The second branch of the resolution, declaring it inex- 
pedient to require one of the Bishq>» to visit Africa, was 
taken up, and adopted. 

^ The second resolution of the report was read. After 
considerable discussion^ S. O. Roszel offered the follow- 
ing amendment; to insert after the word '* Bishop," "or 
any person ordained by him, or their successors in office." 

On motion of D. Ostrander, Conference resolved that 
the main question be now taken ; and being put on the 
resolution reported by the committee, it was lost« 

Moved to protract the session fifteen minutee* Lost. 

Conference adjoumed^to meet this afternoon* 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 1- 

Conference met pursuant to adjoaroment, Bishop An- 
&ew in the chair, and was opened with religious exercises 
by 8. Hamilton. 

The report of the Committee on Missions respecting 
euc misaione in general was taken up, and read through. 
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^The recalotianB were taken iip septtrtftely. ^ The fifst, s»* ^SS^i^S^ 
MsemiiJ^drd, foltrik, jtftkyVknd suithvfete Beverslly i>ead, and akms. 
adopted. The sttmnik was read. Moved to amend l^ 
striking out ^* simnltatteoiM.'' Catried. Mdired further to 
wnend by ineerting ** that collections be taken up as^ often 
as shaU be deemed expedient.*' Carried. The resolution 
as amended was adopted. The e^htk resolution ' was 
read, and adopted. The nm^ resolution was read, and, 
<m motion, laid on the table. The report as amend- 
ed yuras adopted. The resolutions as adopted are ar* 
follows : — 

*^ Resolved, by &e delegates of the Annual Confer* 
OBces of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in General 
Conference assembled : 

** 1. That we have learned with much satisfJEiction, that 
the Indian manual labour school which has been com- 
menced under the superintendeace and direction of the Mis* 
aouri Conference, is in a state of forwardness, and pro- 
fnises all that usoiulness which its projectors anticipated ; 
^at we hereby acknowledge our obligations to the execu- 
tive officers and local agents of the general government 
for the favourable light in which they have been pleased 
to view the undertaking, and their generous co-operation 
in carrying it into effect ; and we earnestly recommend, 
that it be promptly sustained, and that so soon as clrcum* 
stances shall render it expedient, others, on the same 
plap, and for the same purposes, be established at such 
places in the Indian country as shall be deemed most 
suitable. 

''2. That the success which has attended our missionary • 
efforts in Africa, and the present prosperous and promising 
state ii( the African mission, are indications which place it . 
beyond all doubt that God, whose set time to favour that 
long-neglected people has evidently come, d^^gned to^ 
effect great and glorious things for that vast continent, by 
(he instrumentality of oltr missionary labours ; and that it 
is u duty which we owe to that people, not to relax our 
sffsrts, but diligently to persevere in the good work, uiitil 
&e gospel, wkh all its saving benefits, shall be sent to 
every tribe and* clan of the natives to whom our teachers 
and nussiontarl^s can gain access ; and it is afle»ctionateIy 
recOBimended that all prudent means be employed to en- 
list the feelings of the free coloured members of the church 
in this country in die cause of evangelising AfHca, sis 
projposed by Dr. Bond in his address to this General Con* 
faren^e. 

^ 3. That our bfethren of the Oregon Mission, in vieUr 
of their isolated position, and the difficulties and prii^a* 
tioas they are called to endure, are envied to the 
siysi^alhies mtid pntyeiiS'of die wM» shnreh, and^&at wo 



^SSmlam^' ^^ pleaatire in roeorduig tbis sinoeite ezpressieii of our 

■ioni. affdctumate and fratenml remembnmce of them as fellow^ 

kboinrers in tlio yineyard of o«r cocnoMm Lord. 

"4. That the missions in South Ameriea onght to be 
mistained^ and increased eierts emj^ojed to establish the. 
institutions of the gospel, and diffuse the principles of 
pure Protestant Christianity, as they are ind)odied in 
Methodism, tbroni^out that whcde country. 

" 5. That the labours of our mbsionaries among the 
slaves at the south have been eminently owned of God, 
in bringing many of them to enjoy those consolations 
which the blessed gospel offers to idl in- every condition 
in Ufe; and that these missions daim the special re- 
gard and fostering care of the society, and the prayers and 
sympathief of the whole church. 

*' 6. That as the entire history of our missionary op^ca* 
tions has demonstrated that the heathen must be brought 
under the influence.of Christian principles in order to be 
prepared for civilized life, and that the most degraded and 
ignorant are capable of religious instruction, and snscep- 
tS)le of religious impressions and inflnences, it be strictly 
urged upon all our missionaries araeog the heathen, to 
apply themselves directly to their appropriate work of of- 
fering Christ to all as a present and allnsufficient Saviour, 
and in endeavouriM by every means in their power to 
rescue them from the thraldom of sin \ and that all our 
missionaries be instructed to keep a regular consecutive 
journal of their labours, and interesting incidents con« 
nected with them, and to forward a copy of the same in 
. the form of a report to the Corresponding Secretaiy of the 
soeiety every quarter. 

'* 7. That it be, and hereby is, recommended to all our 
preachers to exert themselves to establish societies and 
churches, for the purpose of raising missionary funds, 
in all their circuits and stations ; that monthly missionary 
prayer meetings be held in all our societies, to be con* 
ducted by reading select portions (tf missionary intelligence, 
prayer, and other aj^ropriate religious exercises ; and 
that collections be tdien up as often as shaH be deemed 
e3q;>edient. 

^' 8. That all our missionaries, except diose aj^inted 
to labour for the benefit of the slaves, be instructed to 
maintain the economy of the church, by institutittg regular 
class and quarterly collections in all the societies they 
form ; and that they also exert themselves to form % Mis- 
sionary Society in every place where a sufficient number 
firiendly to the cause can be prevailed on to unite for this 
purpose/' 

Moved that when we adfoum we adjourn to meet again 
this ev^oings at half-paat seven o'dtoek. Lost. Moved 
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dial when we adfourn we adioum to meet at eight o'dock 
tihis evening. Cctrried* 

Two ofber reports of the Committee on Mroions, pro- ^J^**^ ^ 
posing such alterations in the Constitution of the Mis- ^mmtttee on 
sionary SedeCy of the Methodist Episcopal Church as 
will allow of two additional Seereta^es, were read. The 
resolutions were taken up separately. The first resolu- 
, tion was read, and adopted. The second resolution was 
read, and laid on the table for the present. The thxrd re- 
eolution was read, as was also the amendmeot proposed 
by the committee.* Moved to amend by striking out << as- 
sistant Secretaries," and inserting ** three gener^ Secreta- 
ries.^ While this wae under discussion, Conference on 
motion Mboumed to meet this evening, at eighi o'clock. 

MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 1- 

Conferenee met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Wangh 
in the ehalr, and was opened with religious exercises bjr 
S. G. Roszel. 

Conference resumed the consideration of the unfinished 
business of the afternoon, being a oration to amend the 
rqx>rt jffom the Committee "On Missions, to the effeet 
that there be three general Secretaries of the Missionary 
Society. 

Moved to recommit the second report, and that part of 
the first report which has not been -acted upon. Moved to 
lay this upon the table. Carried. 

Moved that the main question be now taken, the cbaar 
deciding U to be the second report of the committee, pro* 
posing the election of two additional Secretaries fer ihe 
Mis»onary Society. 

The main question being taken, it was decided in Hbob 
negative ; so the report was rejected. 

That part of tiie first report not acted on was read. 
TheybureA resolution was taken up, read, and adopted, alb 
were also the fifths sixths and sw^k resolutions. 

The latter part of the third resolution was read. Meirei 
* to lay it on the table. Carried. 

Moved to take up the second resolution. Carried. 

Moved to lay it on the table. Carried. 

Moved that the Constitution as unended be adopted. 
J. T. Mitchell moved the following amradbnent to the 
report ^— 

*' Resolved, That the General Conference recommend 
to the Missionary Society so io amend the Constitution as 
to strike out the fourth article, which prorides for the 
election of a Resident Conesponding Secretary by the 
General Conference.'' Moved to lay tUs on me taUsi 
Csiried. 
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' Tlur^e iaeflbetBal «Km1j» were made^ to tuljoiam^ 
Moved that the question be takes without. fiirtbe? de- 
bate^ Carried, 0& Ae questioa being tiakeD ^a. the 
leeohition, it wae lost. ^ 

On motion, Cpnfetettce ndjoiur&ed to meet to*fli«nrow 
;jBeming, half-paat ei|^ o'<^>ck» 

TUESDAY MORNmO, JUNE 2. 

ConferoKe met aecocding to adionrnmeat,- Bishop 

-Morns in the chair, and was opened frith appropriate re- 

-ligioiis exercises by S. Hamilton. 

^SSeoami^ ^^ report of the Committee onMissionsy^ander cmiai- 

•loMwwkyt- deration last evening, was on motion adoptedl^ and reads 

as follows : — 

'^ The Committee oh Missions report in part, that they 
have had under consideration the Address of the Mana- 
gers of the, Missionary Society, and the report <^ tbe 
^ommtttee who examined the Journal of the.CoKrespend- 
mg Secretary, referred to them by this society. In the 
Addlress the Board ef Manageiss recommend for the 
.concurrence of the General Conferei^ce the foUowiag 
-amendments to the Constitution of the society, to wit : . 

^1. That to the second article be added, ^ Any peeson 
paying one hundred and fifty dollars at one time into the 
treasury shall be a manager for life ; and the contribntkni 
.of five hundred dollars shall constitute the donor a patron 
for life. Recommended by the committee to be adopted. 

.^2* That in the third article, after the word ' Vice^Pre- 
.aideot,' be inserted ' Corresponding Secretary.' The C4M- 
joittee recommend its adoption. 

'^ 3. That in the fifth article, after the wordb ' ta defray la- 
tfiidental expenses,' be inserted ^ to provide for the 8epj[H>rt of 
superannuated missionaries, and widows and orpbsAs oi 
Jussionaries, who may not be provided for by the Annual 
iConferences.' The ccmimittee recommend its adoption. 

'^ 4. That the fdlowing be appended to the thirteej»lh 
jfftide, to make it correspond with the provision intn>- 
duced into the fifth, ' except as provided for in article &ve<* ' 
Its adoption is recommended. 

*^The Board also recommend a further amendment of 
Ae» thirteenth article, by adding immediately after the 
ajbove, ^the assistant Treasurer i^all be sutgect to the di- 
rection of the Treasurer and Board of Managers.' Thui 
Iha committee ako reconlmend for adoption. 

^'d. That in article fourteen, after the words 'Foreign 
Mission,' be inserted ' as are not provided for by an Annu- 
al .Conference ;* ai^ after the word *• established,' in the 
iMgU line^he also insert^ ^ or is already establkhed.' The 
committee recommend the adopti<m of both. 
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**6. That article sixteen be amended by appending to 
it ' or by the Society at an annual meeting, on the recom- 
mendation of the General Conference.' Recommended 
by the committee for adoption." 

The President presented a communication from the ComBraniMttn 
Superintendents, proposing alterations in the Discipline, ^^^o^ 
Moved to suspend the rule, to act on the communiQation iJ^ p^S j 
immediately. Carried. 

The Jirst proposed amendment was read, and, on mo- 
tion, adopted. 

The second amendment was also adopted. 

The whole communication was then, on motion, adopt- 
ed, and reads as follows : — 

*' The Superintendents beg leave to call the attention of OnpntdMna^ < 
the General Conference to the following clause of the HSnm^ ^^wSL 
Discipline, on page 38, which reads as follows : * If any ^L ^ '* 
preacher absent himself from his circuit without leave of 
his presiding elder, the presiding elder shall, as far as 
possible, fill his place with another preacher, who shall be 
paid for his labours out of the aUowanee of the absent / 

preacher, in proportion to the usual allowance.' It is 
the opinion of the Superintendents that the above clause 
is susceptible of a construction which might not only be 
at variance with the true theory of our system of itine- 
rant ministrations, but of injurious practical tendency, and 
therefore claims the attention of this body in regard to 
the propriety of striking out that clause which implies a 
power on the part of the presiding elder to release a 
preacher from the performance of his ministerial duties, 
and they recopimend that the following words be stricken 
out, to wit : * without leave <^ the presiding elder.' 

" They also respectfully suggest tiie propriety of striking 
oat, on page 187 of the Discipline, the word 'distressed,' 
and insert in lieu thereof the word 'deficient.' They 
also proposjS to request the £ditor to add the words, ' and 
religious,' to the latter part of the preface to the Disci- 
pline, on page 6." 

W. Winans, chairman of the Committee on the Itine- BeMrtofCoak 
la^cy, presented a report respecting the administration in S^m?c«H 
the Annual Conferences. " ' 

A motion was made to adopt the report. Tlie resolu- 
tions were taken up separately. 

The Jirst resolution was read. Moved to lay it on the 
table. Lost. 

A motion to adopt was made, and on motion it was fo- 
.aolved to take the question wkhout further debate. The 
question was then taken, and the resolution was adopted. 

The second resolution was read. Moved to lay it oil 
the table. Lost. 
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*^|^"J^^ MoTed to take the qaestion without further debate. 
itinenDcy. Carried. 

The resolution was then adopted, as were also the thirds 
fofirth, fifth, and sixth resolutioiis. 

The seventh resolution was read. Moved to amend by 
striking out " who has not travelled," and insert " on trial." 
J. Early moved to amend by inserting, " whose name a{>- 
pears on the Minutes." C. Pitman offered the following 
as a substitute, " who has not been employed two succea- 
sive years in the regular itinerant work." 

After discussion, it was moved to take the question 
without further debate. Carried. 

The question being put on the substitute, it was car- 
ried. The resolution as amended was also adopted. 

The eigJuh resolution was read. 
. While it was pending, D. Ostrander asked leave of ab- 
sence for himself and P. Rice, after the session to-mov- 
low. Leave was not granted. 

S. G. Roszel made a similar request, and on motion it 
was granted. 

R. Paine also asked leave of absence, which, on mo- 
tion, was granted. 

A motion was made to amend the resolution before the Con- 
ference, by inserting the word ** supernumerary." Carried. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 

It was moved to adopt the report. J. Dodge moved the 
following amendment : " The action of the Georgia Con- 
ference, in declaring that * Slavery, as it exists in these 
United States, is not a moral evil,' contradicts the sense of 
the general rule and the Discipline on that subject, and is, 
therefore, irregular." Moved to lay on the table. Carried. 

It was moved to adopt the report as amended. On 
motion, the reading was dispensed with. 

Moved to amend by striking out all that part of the re« 
port which relates to the Oneida Conference. liost. 

Moved to lay the remainder of the report on the table. 

IiOSt. 

Moved to reconsider the vote dispensing with the read- 
ing of the report. Carried. 

Moved that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet this 
afternoon, at three o'clock. Carried. 

The report was then read. Moved that all that part of 
the report which relates to the New-England Conference . 
be kid on the table. Lost. 

Moved that all that part of the report which relates to 
the New-England Coi^erence be stricken out. 

On motion, the Conference resolved to protract the ses- 
sion fifteen minutes. 

WUle the motion to strike out was under discussion, Con- 
ference adjourned to meet this aftemocm, at three o'clock. 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 2. 

Conference met pursuant to adjoummeiit, Bishop An- 
drew in the chair, and vas opened with appropriate reli- 
gious exercises by J. Jamieson. 

Conference took up the unfinished business of the 
jsoming, being the motion to strike out all that part of the 
report of the Committee on the Itinerancy relating to the 
New-England Conference. 

W. A. Smith having spoken fifteen minutes, he was 
interrupted, when a motion was made to allow him to 
{proceed. Lost. 

Moved to take the question without further debate. 
' Carried. 

The question being taken on the motion to strike out, 
it was adopted. 

£. Robinson moved that the whole of that part of the 
report relating to the Maine Conference be stricken out. 

Moved to postpone indefinitely the remainder of the , ' ' ^' 
report. 'Carried. Moved to reconsider the vote adopting 
the resolutions. Lost. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted. It reads as 
follows : — 

" The committee submit for adoption the following re- ^|^L^^ 

solutions, viz. :->— ItiBenaqr, a» 

"Resolved, 1. That when tho character of an elder is «*^*<»^ 
examined in an Annual Conference, after it shall appear 
that there is nothing charged against him, he shall, unless 
excused for special reasons, retire from the Conference 
room during the passage of his character. 

"2. That it shall be the duty of stewards of Annual 
Conferences to divide the funds at their disposal in 
proportion to the claims and the deficiencies of those 
having claims upon such funds, so as to bring up the most 
deficient to an equality at the highest point to which the 
funds on hand will carry them. 

'* 3. That an Annual Conference can have no right, in 
any case, to withhold frdm a superannuated preacher who 
complies with the requirements of the Discipline, his pro- 
portion of the funds to be distributed by the stevrards of 
such Annual Conference, including his travelling expenses. 

" 4. That when a member of an Annual Conference, 
in good standing, shall demand a located relation, the 
Conference shaU be obliged to grant it to him. 

" 5. That no recommendation from a Quarterly Meet- 
ing Conference to an Annual Conference shall be of any 
force i^er the session of the Annual Conference next fol- 
lowing the grant of such recommendation. 

" 6. That all the business transacted by an Annual 
Conference ought to be My and clearly stated on the 
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xapon of the journals of sach Conference ; and that the Bishops have 
vSSS^, w it in charge to see that this be done in all the Annual 
Conferences. 

. " 7. That no preacher is eligible to be received into 
full connection who has not been en^loyed two succes- 
aive Conference years in the regular itinerant work. 

" 8. That an Annual Conference has no right to appro- 
|Miate the dividend of the Book or Chartered Fund, or a 
surplus of moneys in the hands of the stewards of the 
Conference, otherwise than to the support of travelling, 
(aupemumerary, and superannuated preachers, their wives, 
widows, and children, according to the provision of the 
Discipline. 

" All which is respectfully submitted, 

«^W. WiNANs, CAotrmafi. 
''Baltimore, June 1, 1840." 

J. Early offered the following resolution : — 
^ Za^JS " R©9ol^©d by the several Annual Conferences in €^ene- 
"" " ral Conference assembled, That the Rev. l^shop Soule be 

requested to visit England and attend the Wesieyan Me* 
thodist Conference of 1842, as the messenger of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church in the United States : and in 
ihe event Bislmp Soule shall find it impracticable to com- 
ply with the wishes of the General Conference, it shall 
he the duty of the Superintendents to appoint some suita- 
ble person to visit the Wesieyan Methodist Conference 
HI 1842, as the representative of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States." Read, and adopt^. 
The Superintendents presented the following :— ^ 
^Jg«*i JJ "Resolved, That the following be added to answer 1, 
ciKQits question 1, section 5, chapter 1, part 1, page 29 of the 
" Discipline : — ' The Bishops may, when they judge it ne- 

cessary, unite two or more circuits or stations togetber, 
without affecting the separate financial interests or pas- 
toral duties of such circuits or stations.* " 

D. Osirander moved to amend, by inserting " in one 
charge" after the word '' together." Moved to lay the 
•amendment on die table. Carried. 

T. Spicer moved to amend by placing it as 7th answer 
to question 3, section 4, page 27 ; for which N. Bangs 
offered as a substitute, that the resolution be so amended 
as to read that the proposed addition " be inseited in the 
proper place in the Disetpfoe." Carried. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
J. Early offered the following resolution : — 
Mhi|M to << Resolved, That Bishop Soule shall be at full liberty to 
fate comiMmion select a suitable travellkig companion to accompany him on 
iw tt0 miMkm jj|g yj^^jj ^ ^^ British Conference ; and that the expenses 
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<tf isuch tFaTelling companion be paid by the Book Agents.' 
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S, 6. Roszel ofr«red the foUowixig substitute : — 

" ResalFed, That Bishop Soule nominate, and the Con* 
fereiice elect, the individual, or some other person^ as his , 

trikvelling companion to the Wesleyan Methodist Confer* 
ence in 1842 ; and that the Book Agents pay the expense 
of said travelling companion.'^ Carried. 

J. Early offered the following resolution :-—- 

"Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Superin** PeiBgatotoCft- 
tendents to appoint some suitable person as a delegate to "^ 
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in Upper Canada, in 
1841." Read, and adopted. 

Bishop Soule offered the following resolutions, which 
on motion were adopted, by a rote of ninety^seven to 
twenty-seven :-*- - 

"1. Resolved, That in the decision of this Conference 
in the case of the appeal of the Rev. Silas Comfort, it id 
not intended to, express or imply that the testimony of 
coloured persons against white perscms, in Church trials, 
is either expedient or justifiable in any of the slavehdd;* 
ing states or territories where the civil laws prohibit sudU 
testimony in trials at law. ^ 

" 2. Kesolved, That it is not the intention of this Conft 
ferenccy ini the adoption of the xesolufti<Hi of the Rev. Ig-f 
natius A. Few, of Georgia, in regard to the admission ot 
the testimony of coloured persons, to prohibit such testi*- 
mony in Church trials in any of the states or territorien 
where it is the established usage of the Church to adaiit^ 
and where, in the judgment of the constitutional judi<< 
catories of the Church, such testimony may be admitted 
with safety to the peace of socieiy, and the best interests 
of all concerned. 

" 3. Resolved, That it is not the intention of this Con- 
ference, in either of the above cases, or in tUiy action hwft 
by this body, to express or imply any distrust or want of^ 
confidence in the Christian piety or intej^ity of the nnnra^ 
rous body of coloured members under our pastoral cansV 
to whom we are bound by the bonds- of the gospdl of 
Christ, and for whose spiritual and«teniai imetests^ toge« ^ "I 

ther with all our fellow-men of every colour andan e very- 
relation and condition in life, we will never cease to 
labour." 

A motion to reconsider I. A. Few's resolution was latdr 
on the table, by a vote of sevenQr-six to fifty«^wo. 

Conference, on motion, rsBolvedtto meet again at eigto 
o'clock, P.M. . / 

The select committee to whom: had been referred the 
past of the Bosk Coannittee's report on depositories^ 
made a report, wfaieli was amended' and' adopted, ^ afl^ nepait«lM|Mi 
follows : — com nlttey jwi 

*< This comtoiltee to whom were lefetMd the resolution ^ ''•"'""• 
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Report of select offered by the Book Committee, respectmg the terms on 
bS^d^to^ which books should be furnished to depositcnies, and also 
certain propositions to amend the same, having had die 
st^ject under close consideration, respectfully recom- 
mend the adoption c^ the following items, in place of the 
resolution above mentioned ; to wit : — 

<' 1. There shall be a depository of our books at 
Charleston, S. C, and at Pittsburg, Pa., furnished by the 
Agents at New- York with full supplies of the books of 
our General Catalogue, Sunday-school books, and tracts, 
to be sold for th,e Concern on the same terms as at New- 
Tork. Provided, 1. That there shall not be more than 
twenty-five thousand dollars' worth of books at any one 
time at Charleston, nor more than fifteen thousand dollars* 
worth at Pittsburg. 2. The expenses incident to the 
transportation, management, and sale of out books at these 
depositories having been met out of the sales, according to 
arrangement with the Agents at New- York, the nett pro- 
ceeds shall be forwarded to said Agents as fast as possi- 
ble. 3. Full statements shall be made to the Agents at 
New-York semi-annually, at dates fixed, by them, of the 
amount of sales and expenses, distinguishing cash sales 
from those on credit. And also, annual statements shall 
be made of the amount of stock. 4. If it shall appear to 
the Agents at New-York that the business at either of 
the depositories is not well managed, or that remittances 
are not duly made, they shall give notice thereof to the 
committee or conunissioners acting for the Annual Con- 
ference, or to the Annual Conference, who shall imme- 
diately correct the error complained of^ or cause the affairs 
of the depository to be wound up. 

" Concerning the resolution referred to your committee 
respecting dividends from the Book Concern to the new 
Conferences, your committee recommend that said reso- 
lution be not adopted, but that the following be substituted 
for it, to wit :— 

" Resolved, That the Agents at New-York continue to 
pay a dividend of six hundred dollars to each of the An- 
nual Conferences as they were at the time that dividend 
commenced ; leaving it with the Conferences which have 
since been divided to arrange for the proportionate subdi- 
vision of the money, according to the numt>er of preach- 
ers in the Conferences so divided ; and also, the money 
fi»m the Chartered Fund shall be so divided. 

" In view of the great and pressing want of our books, 
and especially of our Sunday-school books, in places 
where it does not seem advisable to establish depositories, 
your committee beg leave to recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution : — 

^'Besdved, That the Agents and Book Committee at 
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Ne^oYork and Ciiushmati be authorized to sell to dealere, 
in places where the demand might justify it, on such 
terms as are tisoal with publishers selling to book- 
»^ers. 

(< For the settlement of a question whi<;h has arisen Freight, 
concerning freight from New- York to the place of a de- 
pository, under the rule of the last General Conference, 
your committee beg leaye to recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution :-^ 

'< Resolved, That the rule of the last General Confer* 
enee justified the construction given to it by the Agents at 
New-York, as to the payment of freights from that city to 
the place of depositories. 

" All which is respectfully submitted, 

** S. K. HoDOES, Chairman* 

"/wiw 1,1840" 



On motion of S. K. Hodges, the Discipline, part 2, sec- 
tion 8, paragraph 4, page 181, was amended by striking 
out the word " shall," and inserting " may, if approved by 
the Editors and Book Committee." 

Conference gave brother Harrell leave of absence, and 
then adjourned, to meet again at eight o'clock, P» M. 
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TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 2. 

Conference met, Bishop Waugh in the chair^ and was 
opened by I. Winner. 

On motion of Jobn Early, the resolution adopted 
this afternoon, providing for a delegate to Canada ia 
1841, was reconsidered, and the following substitute 
adopted: — , • 

" Resolved, That the Rev. Bishop Hedding be, and he BUfamHeddfatf 
is hereby requested to attend and represent the Methodist ^tTtoC^ 
Episcopal Church in the United States, at the Wesleyan ^ ^^^^ 
Methodist Conference of Upper Canada in 1841 ; and in 
the event it shall be impracticable for Bishop Hedding to 
attend the above Conference, it shall be the duty of the^ 
Superintendents, ot a majority of them, to appoint a suita* 
bio delegate to the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of '*^ .',' 

Upper Canada in 1841." 

The report, in part, of the Committee on Itinerancy 
was called up, and read. 

W. Winans proposed to amend the first resolution by Actioa 
adding, ** But in all matters of business transacted in a 
Quarterly Meeting Conference, of an Annual Conference, 
it is the prerogative of the Conference in which such bn* 
siness is transacted to determine the application of the 
law to the case." 

W. A. Smith offered the following . aiAattfute tcx Urn 
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resolution, and tbe amendmeiit was laid on the table to 
make way for it» to wit :•-*- 

"Resolved by the several Annual Conferences in 
General Conference assembled, That the Bishop in an 
Annual Conferenee, and the Presiding Elder in a Quar* 
terly Meeting Conference, shall decide all questions df 
law, and the Conference shall decide the application- of 
the law ; and from such decision of the President there 
shall be no appeal, except it be taken from the President 
of a Quarterly Meeting Conference to the President of an 
Annual Conference, and from the President of an Annnal 
Conference to the General Conference." 

The previous question was called for, but not ordered. 
An indefinite postponement of the whole subject was 
moved. The main question was ordered, being the reso- 
lution reported by the committee ; and, when taken, the 
resolution was lost. 

Conference resolved to meet at eight o'clock, instead of 
half-past eight to-morrow morning. 

On motion of R. Paine, the rule calling for the main 
question was reconsidered ; and he moved to amend it by 
adding, '' whenever said question is sustained, the second 
vote shall be taken on the substitute, amendment, or re« 
solution, under debate at the time." W. A. Smith moved 
to lay the previous question and the proposed amend- 
ment on the table. Lost. The amendment was admitted 
by the moyer of tbe rule for the previous question. H. 
Slicer moved to amend the amendment, by conforming 
Uie rule under eonsideration to that of the Ht>use of Re- 
pyiesematives of the United States, for 1839-40. This 
W8» also admitted, and the rule as amended was adopted. 

Conference then adjourned, to meet to-monow morning, 
at eight o'clock. , 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 3. 

ConfercAnce met at eight o'clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. Bishop Roberts in the chair, and was opened with 
religious exercises by brother Parker, of Arkansas. 

G. Peck, chairman of the committee appointed to draft 
a Pastoral Address, made a report, which was read. 

O. Scott moved to insert '* western," in that part of the 
address which refers to the memorials on slavery. Laid 
on' the table. 

N. Levings moved to strike out the words " northern 
and eastern,'" and insert << several." Laid on the table. 
The word ** principally" was then inserted, and the word 
** sumeroos'* stricken out. 

The address as amended was then ado|Ked. (Setf* 
Aft^eafix^ Doouteent E.) 
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TDbe, Pzesident called up the report of the G(M]uiiittee 
K>Q Education, The report (in part) waa read, and the 
resolution adopted by a ri9ing vote, in these words ; — 

''Resolved, That wp will forthwith elect seven com- vMvwnitr 
fnissionerSf who shall be taken from the following district ' ' 
of conntxy, viz,*1— Three from the' west^n aide of the Alle- 
.^hany Mountains^two from the eastern side thereof, south 
of the Potomac River, and the remainii^ two from the 
same side^ north of the said river ; and that the said com- 
missioners shall i^ppoint a time.«nd place^ to assemble, 
and transact the business hereinafter committed to them. 
Four of them shall be a quorum for the fulfilment of 
&e trust ; and they are her^y authorized to make ai^ 
arrangements with the trustees of the University, refened < 
to in the foregoing report, by which they may secure to 
the General Confereoac&of the Methodist Emscopid Church 
the control of the said University, in so far as to provide 
that it shall elect, the faculty and officers thereof, and 
arrange and settle the course of studies pursued therein, 
and the internal policy thereof, through any Board of Cura- 
tors which the Conference may appoint for that purpo^e^; 
and provided that they do not pledge the property of the 
M. £. Church, nor land this Conference, either collect- 
ively, or the members individually, to pay my money, 
^ther to endow 6r sustain, said Universi^. And the aaid 
commissioners shall have power to carry into immediate 
^effect any arrangements diey may make with the said 
trustees, in conformity, with the foregoing stipulations, 
and they shall report their actings and domgs herein to 
the next session of this Conference. 

" All of whiish is respectfully submitted, * 

"loNi^Tius A^ Fbw, Chairman. 

** Baltimore, May 22, 1840.' 
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The report in full, giving a detail of the condition and ^^ 
prospects of the literary institutions under our patronage, ^ «& ~~ 
was read. Various verbal corrections in names were 
made during the reading ; and the resolution annexed wan 
adopted, to wit :— 

"Resolved, That any Aimual Conference may direet 
public collections to be taken up by the preachers in 
charge of circuits and stations in each society, once 
in each year, for the purpose of sustaining the literary 
institutions under its patronage or control, if it should 
judge it expedient so to do, or may adopt such other 
measures for that end as may seem to the members th^eqf 
most advisable. 

" Mi of which is respectfully submitted, 

"iGNATirs A. FsWf Chairman. 

"JJo&tiwre, JMify29, 1840." . , 

8 
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tte part referring to pr^aehets on trisl being aippointed io 
eoHeges ttvuit 8einiBarie$. Lost. * ' 

The report as amended^ was adoptedr (At)p-> Doc. F.> 
Conference reselted tameet agais at iSk^e eVIoek, P. M. 
BpfMopKf to 3, Early moved that the Bishops be requested (e appoint 
JSJ^^jif^ fihe commiiBsioners for the Unxversity,^ accepted hy the 
irst report of the Committee on Education'. Adopted. 
On motion of H. Slicer, the following was adopted : — 
"Resolved, by the General Conference, That the rule 
telating to profentioners be so appHecl as ndt to affect 
those preachers on trial who hare been heretofore ap- 
pointed by the Bishops to literary institutions.'* 
M*<n» n»7*« On motion of T. fc. Catlett, Conference reconsidered 
9tSen thtt the ninth resolution of the report (in fuQY of the Commit- 
JJJJJ^JJ^ tee on the Book Concern, linjiiing the <4oice of Editora 
to travelling preac'hers. On motion of J, Early, the 
resolution was amended by striking out ''shall be," and 
faisertkig " if,** so as to read " if chosen." The amend- 
ment was adopted by serenty-six to sixty } and the amend*' 
ment was ordered to be made with regard to all our Editors. 
On a motion to adopt the reports of die Book Commiitee 
in whok, 8. K. Hodges moved the following as an amend- 
ment to the report, which was adopted:--* 
igjoi^ It M Resolved, That the Book Agents at New-lTork be 
^"^^ aoihorized 1o establish a depositoiy at Boston, on the same 

terms as those at Charleston and Pittsburg, the amount of 
which shall not af any time exceed ten thousand dollars.'' 
The reports in fuli were then adopted, as follows : — 
(For first report, see pp. 51, 52.) 
secoDdreportof The Committee on the affairs of Ae Book Concern beer 
Book GoBcen. leave to present this as their report, m part : — 

** Your committee have bad nnder consideration th^ affair» 
sg^^ten of the South- Western Christian Advocate,, published at ' 
SaSST" NashviHe,^^ Tevneseee, and beg leave to offer ue following 
^i^amfole and resolutions r 

^Whereas, it appears from the exhibit of the Publishing 
Committto of the S. W. C. Advocate, they are owing , 
$11,587, and* that thei;e is due said committee some 
f 18,000, one-half of which they think may be ultimately 
availiable, and whereas the nresent waiits of the commit- 
tee are such as to require the aid of some thousands of 
(foUars; therefore, 

•^Resolved, 1. That the Book Agents at New-Tork be 
directed to negotiate with the Publishing Committee of the 
t^ennessee Conference for' the settlement of the debts of 
the S. W. C. Advocate, provided the Agents do not exceed 
the sum of sevea thousand dollars. 

^2. That we recommend the cpntinua^pe of said paper, 
provided, that if the paper does not stistaia itself^ the Ten- 
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air i sgn < L Oonfaence is laot&iaized and jiiiiected ta iriMd up 
4h6 eoHfiem at the close of thd n«xt Toluoie. 
. "a. Tkat it be recoobmend^d to tke PubBslimg Conl^ 
mittee to reduce the size of the S. W. O. Advdoalil to ibe 
irise of the Westetn C Advocate. 

^ Yotir oodHiMttee have had under cottsidiehttion alsd tho 
elKfcr of ^btt Yirginia and Norlih Cavi^iiia Conferencea to 
traaafer to the Qenerd Cpnoehi the pap^r of tbe abov^ 
named Conferences, and beg leave to offer the following: 

'' 4. Resolved, That the dflbr of the Virginia aiid North 
Cacolina^ Conference Joutnal^ be accepted, and published 
for the General Concern under the liAnm #f tho ^ RicKbatond 
Christian Advocate.' 

"5.,. Resolved, That the Discipline, ,pa»e .1 84^ be ^^;^**» 
amendeid so as to read, at the conclusion of tie ninth . ^^^* . 
paragraph, after the words, *to discontinue theni/'and ' . 
report to the Agents at New- York the state of tlie acc6unt^, * 

in the final settlement of the business, and if therer be alxy 
loss, the said Agents shitll take the earliest opportunity to 
discharge the debt,' 

** Your committee have had under cobsideratibn also the , "' 

comtnunication of the Book Agents at Cincinnati, relative 
to the German paper called 'The Apologist,* and beg 
leave to offer the following : ' 

"6. Resolved, That the Apolbgist be adopted as a 
General Conference paper, ind that the Agents and Book 
Committee at Cincinnati be authorized to wind up the 
concern at any time when in their judgment ^t shall l^e 
expedient to do so. 

" Your committee have had under consideration also 
the application of the Publishing Committee of the Pitts- 
burg Conference Journal, to transfer that paper to the 
General Concern, and, after mature rejection, beg leave 
to submit the following resolution : 

** 7. Resolved, That it is expedient to accept the oftJ&rir 
made of the Pittsburg Christian Advocate, by the Pub- 
ashing Committee of the Pittsburg Conference Journal, 
provided that the debts heretofore contracted without the ' 
authority of this Conference be not charged to the Book 
Concern, and provided also said paper be under the regu- 
lations which Discipline prescribes in regard to other 
papers. 

"Yont committee have had under considefatioii l9ie 
subject of the payment of freight by the Book CoticerA '*»*«**• 
on books sent to depositories, and beg leave to oflfer the 
following.: 

**8. Resolved, That the Agents be directed to adhere 
to their former practice of requiring tlie depbsitoriei^ t6 
pay expenses, when the books dre sold at the discount 
allowed to depositories. 



▲dTOcato 



116 Jcwnal of Gmiaral Cm^mnee, 1840. 

tadifnrNew- <<Yoiir committee bare had imder consideratiMi die 
subject of the description of fhnds in which the debts dae 
the Book Ooncem shonld be paid, and beg leave to offer 
the following tesdution : 

" 9. Resolved, That the debts dne the Book Concen 
shall be paid in such fmids as are cnireiit in the state 
where the books are sdld; provided, nevertheless, that 
the preachers be required to procure the best funds ia 
their power. 

'' Respectfully submitted, 

''M. RicHARDBONy t^utifmtm* 
«< BaUmore, May 21, 1840." 

Final Repitrt of the Committee on the Book Concern. 

^toBo^^ffl^ " Your committee have had under •consideration the va- 
mtttee. ' rious matters referred to them, and beg leave to offer this 
as their final report : — 

'< They have had under consideration the subject of the 
Quarterly Review, and offer the following resolution : 
Qoarteriy Re> "1. Resolved, That we recommend to the Agents and 
'**^' 3ook Committee at New-York, to commence, at the close 

of the present year, if in the judgment of the Agents the 
patronage be sufficient to sustain it, a new series of the 
Quarterly Review, in an enlarged and improved forrn^ to 
be entitled the ' Methodist Quarterly Review ;' and that 
the Agents be directed to issue forthwith a prospectus for 
the work. 

" We have had under consideration also the application 
dT u. c. of Urban C. Tignor, to be released from a claim held 
'^ against him by the Book Concern at New- York, for books 

which were lost at sea, and offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

"2, Resolved, That the case of U. C. Tignor be refer- 
red to the Agents for such abatement of &e amount as 
they may think proper. 
''They have had under consideration the claim for 
rraMitfromN. freight held by the Agents at New- York against the Coor 
52. **^^*"**^ cem at Cincinnati, and offer the following restdution^ : . 
" 3. Resolved, That the freig>ht for the four years past, 
ending 1st April, 1840, from New-York to Cincinnati, and 
« thence to the circuits, be credited to the Cincinnati Con- 

cern, in view of the depreciation of the old stock. 

"4. Resolved, That the freight from New-York to 
Cincinnati, and the difference of exchange, henceforth be 
borne by the latter Concern. 

'' They have had under consideration, also, the subject 
of the terms of sale of our bopks of the General Catalogoe^ 
and beg leave to offer the following resolution : . 

" 5. Resolved, That we allow on all credit sales a dis- . 
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oontit of twenty^vB per cent., the credit to extend to th^ Discount « 
Conference' ensuing, when, if not pftid, to bear interest 
fix>m that date ; and a discount of thirty-three and one- 
third per cent, when the cash accompanies the order, pro^ 
vided that whenever the books are longer than one month 
in amving.at the place of destination, after Ae reception 
of the cash by the Agents, then the purchaser shall be 
entitled to receive interest on the amount paid for this 
.whole time from the reception of the money until the 
books are received, at the same rate of interest as is 
charged by the Agents ; provided also, such payments are 
made in funds which are at par at the agency. 

'*6. Resolved also, That the proceeds of the Book Con- 
cern be distributed equally among the several Annual 
Conferences. 

** Your committee have had under consideration ^Iso the 
collectien of the debts due for the periodicals published Coiioctwa of 
under the direction of the General Conference, and beg J^^LJil ^ 
leave to offer the following- resolutions : 

" 7. Resolved, That it be made the duty of every tra- 
velling preacher to use lus^influence to obtain subscribers 
for our periodicals published under the direction of the 
General Conference, attend to the collection of dues for 
the same, and remit the money to the pi^lishers, according 
to their directions^ 

, " 8. Resolved, That it be the duty of the preacher in 
charge of eadi station and circuit to keep, in a suitable 
book, a faithful record of all the subscribers to our peri- 
odicals in his charge ; enter the date and amount of pay- 
ments, and leave the book for his successor, and a note 
of where it is left shall be made on the plan of the circuit. 

*' Your committee have had under consideration the sub- 
ject of EditcHTS for the Book Concern at New- York, and 
xoBpectfuUy offer the following resolutions : 

^< 9. Resolved, That there shall be an Editor for the 
Magasdne and Quart»ly Review, general books and tracts ; 
and an Editor and assistant Editor for the Christian Advo- 
cate and Journal, Youth's Magazine, and Sabbath-sdhool 
hooks ; who, if chosen from among the travelling preach- 
ers, shall, bfy virtue ^ their appointment, be members of 
the New- York Conference ; to which, in the interval of 
the General Gosference, they^ shall be responsible for their 
cmiduct in office. 

*' Your committee have had under consideration the a^ 
{am of the Western Bobk Concern, and beg leave to offer 
the fbUowing : 

*< 10« These shall be«n establishment of the Book Con^ 
oem in the city of Ciacinnati, which shall be conducted by 
an Agetnl and an assistant, chosen from among the travelling 
preachers, who shall manage the business in the western 
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country ao as to co^p^rate with the Agento at New* 
Yorky and who, by virtiie oi dioir afipointiiieiil) shall be 
members of the Ohio Goafeffem^e, to which, ui the interral 
of the General Conference, they shall be responsiblo fer 
their conduct in office. 

** U. They shall have snthority to publish any book or 
traot which has been previousiy pnbli^d by the Amenta 
ftt New-York, when in their judgment, and in the ludg-*- 
mient of the Book Gommittee» the demand for such pulS- 
ication will jjustify, and the interest of tho Church require 
it j provided they shall not reprint our large leorif, audi 
as the Commentaries, Quarto ELUe, Wesley^ and Fleich* 
^r's Works, or any other work oontainingjmon than aeten 
hundred pages. 

*' 12. They shall publish such books and tnuita as are 
recommended to them for publication by the General 
Conference ; and they may puUish any new woriL whidi 
shall be approved by the Editoira, and reooofunended by 
the Book Committee at Cincinnati, or by «a Annual Cmh^ 
ference. 

" 13. There shall be an Editor and an assistant, who 
shall have charge of the Western Christian Advocate, and 
all the editorial business of the establishment, except 
what belongs to the German department ; and who, if 
chosen from among the travelling preachers, shall, by virtue 
pf their appointment, be members of the Ohio Conference, 
to which, in the interval of the General Conlerence, thqr 
shall be responsible for their conduct in office. 

" 14. There shall be an Editor of the general depart* 
ment, who shall have charge of the Christian Apologist, 
and perform all the editorial duties necessary in the print- 
ing of such books and tracts as may be recommended to ^e 
Agents, as above, for publication in the German languaffe* 

" 15. The Ohio Annual Conference shall exercise Uie 
same jurisdiction over said Agents and Editors that the 
New- York Conference does over the Agents and Editors 
at New- York. 

" 16. In case pf death, resignation, or removal of any 
of said Agents or Editors, the Ohio Conference shall 
have authority to appoint a successor until the ensuing 
Qeneral Conference. 

. "17. All bpoks or printed sheets ordered by the 
Agents of this Concern from New- York shall be charfsd 
at coat prices. 

" 1 8, I( shall be the duty of the Agents to report the state 
of the western division of the Book Concern to all the 
ApiEiual Conferences yearly, and to inform the respective 
Conf^ences of any within their bounds who ftdl to make 
j^yment^ that measures may be taken to secure olr coKed 
i¥uchdebt^«. ._ 
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^19U iUdibeB<H)kCQimmttQex)f,tIii8departmP9tofthe -^^^^^jj^ 
Book Concern sliall ponsist of nine menibeis, including bml 
tbe Editors, to be cbosen ^ annually by tke Omo Con* v • 

ference, whose powers and duties in refexenoe to this 
establishment shall be the same as those of the Book 
Committee at New-Yori^ ia relation 4o the Concem 
there. 

'' 20. The Agents of this establishment shall remit to tmmmm^^ 
the Agents at New- York, during the current year, as ^•^1P**» 
largely and frequently as their funds will aUow, and to the 
full amount of stock fernished, if pa;acticable. They shall 
also remit any surplus funds that may be in their haitdi 
after defraying the expense of conducting their business, 
which shall be added to the profits of the Concern at jN[ew9 
York* and appropriated to the same purposes. 

''Your committee hare also had under ooasideralioii Authoritrtodit 
the subject of the vacant lots and land belonging tp the {^jL^^*^*"* 
Book Concern at Cincinnati; and beg leave to offer the 
following resolution : 

^' 21 . Resolved, That the Agents and Book Committee at 
Cincinnati be authorized and instructed' to sell the unim- 
proved lots in Cincinnati, and the land in Ohio, so soon 
as deemed best; or lease them, if thought most proper, sfl| 
as to make them productive. 

*' Your committee recommend a change in the Disci- 
pline on page 180, section 8, part 2,, paragraph 3, and in 
order thereto offer the following resdiution : 

** 23. Resdlved, That the words < ttA# ^kM act o^jM/^ 
«20rit' be ettickea out. 

" Your committee have had their attention drawn to thii ^J^iSSmu^ 
subject of the time of the publication of the MinuleSi ftnd 
beg leave to offer the following resolution : 

" 2a. Resolved, That the Agents be directed hereafter 
to publidi the Mimites immediately lAer the close of the 
New- York Conference* 

''Reepectffilly submitted, 

" M. Bic»Aj^DsoK, ClmfwfimP 

. On motion of W. Capers, Conierenoe resolved to pi^ 
ceed immediately to eleet Us oficexs for the ensuing Ip4{H^ 
years. 

.Nathan Banss was elected Resident Corresponding ^§^1^^^ 
Secretary of this Misuonary Society of the Methodiirt t«rr. 
Episcopal Church. * . .' 

. Thoma# Mmv^ wt^ elected i^ncipal Book Agent a| ^f^^SS^ 
New- York, and George Lane assistant Agents d^au. 

John F. Wright was ^ected principal Book Agent 9t 
Cincinnati, and Leroy Sw^rmstedt.asfistant Agent.. 

George Peck waa elected £ditor of the Quarterly Ref« ^^^J^^' 
view, f eneral books^ and tiacta. . • 
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Jd/urnal cf General ConfiretfCe^lSiO. 

07. Thomas *£. Bond was elected principal Editor oT 
die Christian Adrocate and Journal, Youth's Magazine, and 
Sunday-school hooks, and George Coles assistant Editor. 

Charles Elliott was elected prfncipal Editor of the 
Western Christian Advocate, and the publications of the 
Western Book Coticem at Cincinnati, except the German 
publications,, and Leonidas L. Hamline assistant Editdr. 

WilGam Nast was elected Editor of the Christian Apol- 
ogist, and the Crerman publications of the Book Concern 
at Cincinnati. 

Charles A. Davis was elected Editor of the South- 
western Christian Advocate, at Nashville. 
' William M. Wightman was elected Editor of the 
Southern Christian Advocate, at Charleston. 

Leroy M. Lee was elected Editor of the Richmond 
Christian Advocate, at Richmond. 

Conference proceeded to elect the place of its next 
session in 1844, and New- York was chosen by a major- 
ity of votes. 

Moses Hill had leave of absence during the remainder 
of the session of this Conference. 

Daniel B. Randall asked leare of absence, but it was 
not granted. 

Conference adjourned to meet at duree o'clock, P. M. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3. 

Conference met at three o^cloek. Bishop Hedding in 
the chair, and was opened with the usnal exercises by 
brother Chandler. 

The report of the Committee on the Itinerancy, in part, 
was taken up and acted upon, as the unfinished business 
of last night. 

The^r^ resolutidn in the report, which had been lost, 
was on motion reconsidered, and W. A. Smith's substitute, 
which had been cut off by the previous question, was 
again offered by J. A. Collins. On motion of N. Bangs, 
this substitute was laid on the table, and the following, 
on motion of W. A. Smilli, is to be inserted in the Dis- 
^line, the first by & TOte of ninety-eight to five, and the 
second by a decided majority. 

"Resolved, 1 . That in the Discipline, page 27, after the 
6th answer to question 3, be added as folkms : — 

" * Ans. 7. To decide all questions of law in' an Annual 
Conference, subject to an appeal to the Genera! Confer- 
ence ; but in all cases the applieatien'of law shall be widt 
Ae Conference.' 

"Re80^fed, 2. That the Discipline, page 30, be so 
amended as to read, after the 7th answisr to question 2, 
' and decide all questions of law in a Qnarteriy^Meeting 
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'Ckmfefence, sut^eet to am appesl ta the Presid^t o^ the Eep^of Com. 
next Annual CcmffeTence ; bttt in all <;ase8 the afq^lication ^ «™««">cy 
of law shall be with the Conference.' " 

Th6 f^conJ resolution of the report was taken up. O. 
Scott mov^d to amend it « hy inaertisg) after the wofd 
w President," " or Confor^ntje." Lost; On motion of N. ' . . ' 
Bangs, this r<&solution was laid on the table. 

The third resolution was adc^ted. 

The fourth was amended by inserting '' if," between . 
"that*' and "an,** in the proviso. The resolution* as 
amended was adopted. 

On a motion to adopt the report entire, O. £cott mored 
a fbrther amendment, which prevailed, (See Report,) and 
the whole report as amended was adopted, ad follows :-^ 

" The Committee on Itinerancy beg leave to report in part, Bepart ' w 

" That they have had under consideration the memori* ^'SS? "^ 
als referred to them, recommending an increase in the 
allawance of travelling preachers, and are of opinion that 
it is not expedient to alter the existmg provision of th« 
Discipline on &at subject. 

^'.The committee have also considered thai part of the 
Bishops' Address which was referred to them, and, as the 
te«ilt of their deliberations, report the following resoltt^ 
tions: 

*' 1. (Superseded by W. A. Smith's substitute.) 

" 2. (Laid on the table.) 

'* 3. The President of an Annual or a Quarterly Meeting 
Conference has the right to decline putting the question 
on a motion, resolution, or report, when, in his judgment, 
such motion, resolution, or report, does not relate to the 
proper lousiness of a Conference ; provided, that in all 
such cases the President, on being required by the Con- 
ference tio do 60, shall have inserted in the joiirnals of the '^ 
Conference his refusal to put the question on such motion, 
resolution, or report, with his reason for so refusing ; and 
provided, that when an Annual Conference shall differ 
from the President on a question of law, they shall havd 
a right to record their dissent on the journals, provided 
there shall be no discussion on the subject. 

"4. That the President of an Annual or a Quarterly 
Meeting Conference has the right to adjourn the Confer^ 
€«ice over which he' presides when, in his judgment, all 
the business prescribed by th^ Discipline to such Con^ 
ference shall have beea transacted ; provided, that if ant 
exception be taken by the Conference to his so adjourning 
it^ the exception shall be entered' Upon the journalff of 
such Conference. 

" All which is respeotfuUy submitted, 

" W^ WiNANs, Chairman. 

'' Baltimore, Ma^W, 1840." 
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Tlie rcuMNTt 0f the Ctaimittee on Supcmmnuaied and 
$!9pemanieraiy Preadieni was oidled up and adopted, 
namely :-^ 

'<*TAe committee to whom was referred t]ie proposllioii 
to change die responsibility of atnpenmnuated preaclievs 
residing withoni the bounds of the Annual Conference in 
which Siey may hold their membeorsUp, report as follows : 

" Chap. 1, sec. 18, ans. to <iues4. 1, page 63, of Dis- 
cipUne, strike out the remaining part of said answer, after 
the word * member,' and ins^t the following : * He ^laH 
be held responsible to the Annual Conference in whose 
boimds he may reside, who shidl have power to try, ac- 
quit, suspend, locate, or expel him in the teame manner as 
if he were a memb^ of said Conference.' 

"The committee beg also to repcurt as follows, in refer- 
ence to those supernumerary preachers who refiise te go 
10 the work assigned them : 

. '* Insert the foBowmg after ch^. I, sec. 3, quest. 8, 
page 23 of the Discipline: *A supemumerary preadier 
who refuses to attend to the work assigned him, unless in 
case of sickness, or other uiiairoidable cause or causes, 
shall not be allowed to exercise thefthactions of his office, 
im even to preach aouMig us: nevertheless, the final 
determination of the case shall be with the Annual C<m&- 
ference of which he may be a member, .who shall have 
power to acquit, suspend, locate, or eaqpel hkn, as the case 
mAybe^ 

*< All which is respectfully submitted, 

" Robert Painb, Chmnnan. 

''May 14, 1840," 

. Conference resolved to meet again at eight o'clock, P. M. 
ActioBoiireiwit The chair Called up the report on the mode of receivv 
^SSr^ tI ing ministers of odner denominations. The resolutions 
ceivtag ainis. i^rere taken up singly. . 

The first was sdopted^ The second was amended, on 
motion of J. HokLich, by inserting the words *' wilhetit 
reimposition of hands." W. Winans moved further to 
amend by inserting after " received," the words "on teiali" 
m. Bangs moved as a substitute for W. Winans' amendment, 
to insert the words " according to oiir usages." This pre^ 
T^ied. H. Slio^r mpved to strike out the word '' evaoa^ 
g^ioal." Lost. The second item as amended was adopl* 
^. The ftmn of certificate appended to the above item 
wail 44os»ted. 

The iihird item was also adopted. Thet.^wrt^item was 
amended by striking out " and," and inserting ^^o^." L^ 
Pierce moved a ^9^stitttte fer this itenu . 

While the substitiite was under discussion, Conference 
adjourned, to meet at eight o^dsak, ti>-night 



tenftomothe^ 



WEIWES0AY EVENING, JUNE 3. 

Conference met air eigl^t o'<;lock, pursuant to adji^nza- 
ment, Bishoi) Morria Jn the chair, and was opene4 witb 
leading tlaa word of (jodi singiiig, and primer, 1^ broib^r 
Mason. 

Conference re&umed the Q<msidenitioi^ of the repo^ of 
tfa# committee with respect to the mode of receiving 
preachers of oth^ denominatio^a ; that part qf said rep<Mrt 
which relates to the mode of receiving memlnirs from 
other Churches, who may wish to unite with us, being 
under consideration at th^ time of the last adjoumiiient«> 

J. A* Ceice i9QYed to lay the w^ole matter on the table. 
Lost. 

.J. S. Porter moved the previoua qttestiojd, which was 
^condedi put, and carried. 

The question being taken on L. Pierce'e substitute f(pr 
the ifourth resolution of the committee, then before the 
Conference, it was adopted. 

The repQrt,<as Amended and adopted, read$ as follows : — 

" The committee to whom was referred the mode of re- i^o«a»tdopt- 
ceiving ministcirs of other denominations into the mitiistry 
of the M. E. Church beg leave to report : 

" That they have had the subject undei; careful con- o». . J^^ 
eideration, and, though they find it encumbered with many ^r dStMiBi? 
difficulties, have come to the conclusion to report the fol- «»t»n«r 
lowing, to be inserted after section 7, chapter 31; page 
33 of the Discipline, namely : 

*' Qu^t. 1. In what manner shall we receive those 
ministers who may come to us from the WesleysA eoiir 
Bection in Eur<^ or Canada 1 

^^Ans. If they come to us properly accredited ^cm 
either the British, Irish, or Canada Conference, they may 
be received accoiding to such credentials, provided they 
give satisfaction to an Annual Conference of dieir wiU> 
ingness to conform to our Church government and usages. 

** <iuest, 3. How diall we reoeive*those ministers who 
may offer to unite with us from other Christian Churches ? 

'' Ajns. Those ministers of other evangelical Churchy 
who may desire to unite with our Chjurch, whether as lo^ 
eal or itinerant, may be reeeived according to our usagee» 
on condition of their taking t^n them out ordination 
yowa, without the reimpositiDn of hands, giving 6atiefac« 
tion to an Annual Conference of their being in CHrders, and 
of their agreenient with us in doctrine, discipline, govem- 
meitf, and usages ; provided the Conference is also satiat . 
fi^ of their gifted grace, and usefuliiessi Whenever any 
snch minister iis received, he shall be furnished with d 
certificate, signed by one of omr Biahops, in the foUowkg 
wosdb, aaipely : 
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« This is to certify that . has been admitted imo 

Conference as a travelling preacher, [or has 
been admitted as a local preacher en circuit,] he 

having been ordained to the office of a Deacon, (or an El- 
der, as the case may be,) according lo the usages of the 
Church, of which he has been a member and 
minister ; and he is herelr^ anthorized to exercise the 
fonctions pertaining to his office in the Methodist Episco* 
pal Church, so long as his life and conversation are such 
as becmoe the Goepel of Christ. 

" Given under my hand md seal, at this 

day of in the year of our Lord, 

** Quest. 3. How shall we receive preachers of other 
denominations who are not in orders ? 

*' Ans. They may be received as licentiates, provided 
they give satisfaction to a Quarterly or an Annual Con^ 
ference, that they are suitable persons to exercise the 
office, and of their agreement with the doctrmes, disci- 
pline, government, and usages of our Church. 
'< All which is respectfully submitted, 

" P. P. Sandford, ChmrffumJ* 

** They also report the following, respecting receiving 
members from other denominations, namely : 

'^Resolved, That the Discipline be so amended on 
page 81, in answer 1 to question 3, as to read thus : * and 
ahall, on examination by the minister in charge, before 
the Church, give satisfactory assurances both of the cor- 
rectness of their faith, and their wilMngness to observe 
and keep the rules of the Church. Nevertheless, if a 
member in good standing in any other orthodox Church 
shall desire to unite with us, such applicant may, by 
giving satisfactory answers to the usual inquiries, be' re- 
<^eived at once into full fellowship.' " 

The chair presented the following retolutione, which 
had been placed in his hands by J. F. Wright, which 
were read, and on motion adopted, as fottows : — 

" Whereas, many distinguished individuals of the Evan- 
gdical Association, frequently called ' Albrights,^ have 
manifested a disposition to cultivate a friendly intercourse 
with the M. E. Church, and have taken a deep interest 
in, and given much encouragement to, the {dans we have 
adopted and the effi^rts we have made to benefit the mui- 
titudes of Geiman emigrants settiuig in this eeuatry; 
&erefore, 

" Resolved, That a delegation of three be i^ipointed at 
Ais Conference, by. the Superintendents, to attend th^ 
General Conference in May next, and convey to them our 
Christian salutations and sincere friendship. And also 
Aftt they be authorized to confer with that body in regard 
to the prospect of extending among them opr-pefM^als 
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and o^r publications in the GBnonaTi language ^ and on 
any other subject which concerns the great interests of 
the emigrants or natire Germans of ouf country." 

N. Bangs offered the following resolution, whicji was 
read and wiopted ;— 

" Resolved, That the Book Agents, in cpnsideration of <25r» "SSS? 
the extra expense to which brother Luckey has been, and anee to Dr. 
may hereafter be. subjected in consequence of the late ^•'"^•y- 
decision of the General Conference in the, editorial depaxi- 
ment at New- York, be instructed to pay to him (brother 
Luckey) one month's extra allowance ; the amount to be 
in proportion to his salary.*' 

J, S. Tomlinson offered the following resolution, which , 
was read and adopted : — 

" Resdved, That the Rev. S. A. Roszel, the repoxter P»y of Bapoit- 
for this body during its present session, has performed his *'* 
duties' with faithfulness and ability ; and that as a comr 
pensation for his services he be, and hereby is authorized 
to draw upon the Book Agents at New- York for the sum 
of one hundred dollars." 

H. G. Leigh offered the following preamble and rQ/so^ 
lution, which was read and adopted: — 

"Whereas, William Holland, decease^, of the 8ta,t0 ^Sl^f'cS 
of North Carolina, and county of Wake, has by will, dated 
January, 1807, bequeathed to the M . E. Church an amount 
of bank stock ; and whereas, William Peck, the ovify sur* 
viving executor, is willing to pay over to the Church tbie 
said bank stock, provided he can be indemnified; and 
whereas, the said William Peck has filed a bill in equity 
calling on the claimants to come forward and establish 
their claims to said bank stock ; and whereas it is the 
opinion of this General Conference that it was the intei^ 
tion of said Holland to give and commit the management 
of the said bank stock to the Conference in which h^ lived 
at the time of making his last will and testament ; and 
whereas the North Carolina , Conference of the j^^, ^ 
Church embraces that section of country, therefore 

"Resolved, by the delegates of the several Annua) 
Conferences in General Conference assembled, That tht 
North Carolina Annual Conference of the M. E. Church 
be, and they hereby are authorized and empowered |p 
receive and take the said bank stock from the said William 
Peck, and use to their own benefit and behalf as it may 
seem best in their godly wisdom." . . 

The report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was Itaport of Com- 
taken up, read, amended, and adopted; and reads ^a fol- ^^^^ 
lows: — 

" The Committee, to whom was referred aU matt^ 
relating to Sabbath Schools^ beg leave to report the foUo^r 
ing for adoption : ./ ^ 



^l^^n^ ** ^- R^olved, That the Associatfton receiifff fennel m 
the citjr of New-York, and denominated, *The Sundtfy 
School Union df the Methodist Ephseopal Chureh,' and 
i^hich asks to be tecogsized as sneh by this General Con- 
ference, be and the same is hereby reco«dsed nnder the 
following coBStitiition. (See Appendix, Decument &) 
/ <*9. Resolved, That the Mowing be substituted in 
place of section 15, of chapter I, part I of the Dise^Que, 
]^e 58, entitled, 

^'(^ the Imatruttim of CUdrMi. 

"Qtiest. What shall we do for the rising genejratioB? 

^Answ, 1. Let Sunday schools be formed in aQ onr con- 
gregations where ^n children can be collected for that 
Grpose. And it shall be the special duty of preaehecs 
ving charge of circuits and stations, with tne aid of 
Ae other preachers, to see that this be done ; to engage 
the co-operation of as many of our members as they can ; 
to visit ihe schools as often as practicable ; to preach on 
the subject of Sunday schools and religious instruction ia 
each congregation at least once in six months; to lay 
before the Quarterly Conference at each quarterly meeting, 
to be entered on its journal, a written statement of the 
number and state of the Sunday schools within their 
respective circuits and stations, and to make a report of 
ibe same to their several Annual Conferences. Each Quar- 
terly Conference shall be deemed a Board of Managers, 
having supervision of aH the Sunday schools and Sunday- 
ilchool societies within its limits, and shall be auxiliaiy 
to the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist EpiscopsUl 
Church ; and each Annual Conference shall report to said 
Union the number of auxiliaries within its bounds, together 
#ith other facts presented in the annual reports of the 
jy^eachers as above directed. 

, ^ 2. I^ is recommended that each Annual Conference, 
iMiere the general state of the work will allow, request 
the appointment of a special agent, to travel throughout its 
bounds^ for the purpose of promoting the interests of 
Bunday-schools ;, and his expenses shall be paid out of 
Collections which he shall be directed to make, or other- 
Wise, as shall be ordered by the Conference. 

*^3, Let our Ci^techisms be used as extensively as pos- 
feiUe, both in our Sunday schools and families j and let 
the preachers faithfully enforce upon parents and Sunday- 
school teachers th^ great importance of instructing chil- 
dren in the doctrines and duties of our holy religion. 

** 4. I^ shall be the special duty of the preachers to form 
Bib},e claisses wherever they can, for the instruction of larger 
children 'and youth ; and where ihey cannot superintend 
them personally, to appoint suitable leaders for diat purpose. 
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**d>. tt sbftll b0 tke duty of ^rery preacher of a cireul or *3g2e*«i w>- 
stalion to obtain the names of the children belen^ng to b«th sdiooii. 
hie toagregatione, and leave a list of such names for his 
toecessor ; and in hie pastotal visits he shall pay special 
attention to the ohildren, emak to them personally, and 
kindly, on experimental and practical godliness, according 
to their capacity^ pray earnestly for them, and diligently 
instruct and exhort all parents to dedicate their children 
to the Loi'd in bAptism as early as convenient ; and let ail 
baptized children be fu^hlbHy instructed in the nature, 
design, privileges^ and obllgtttions of their baptism. Those 
of them who are well disposed inay i>e admitted to our 
class meetings and love*feasts, and such as are truly seri- 
ous, and manifest a desire to fiee the wral^ to come, shall 
be advised to join society as prohatiohers. 

** 3. Resolved, That answer 6, to question 3, of section 
6, of chaptM 1, part 1, of the Discipline, page 3(y, be so 
amended as to add at the close the words, 'and carefully 
to inquire, at each Quarterly Meeting Conference, whether 
the rules reepecting ^e instruction of children have been 
fidthftilly observed/ 

** 4. Resolved, That answer 16 to question 1, of sec- 
tion 9, chapter 1, part 1, of the Discipline, page 41, be so 
limended as to read, <To lay before the Quarterly Confer- 
ence at each quarterly meeting, as far as practicable, to be 
entered on its journal,' dec. 

" AH of which ia respectWly submitted, 

" F. Rbto, Chairman.'* \/ 

On motion of P. Akers, Conference resolved to recon- 72*i.J?«i!S!lI 
sid^T the vote by which it refused to elect two lidditional '*"**' 
Corresponding Secretaries of the Missionary Society. 

On motion of J. A. CoUiUs, Conference resolved to 
change the tide or appellation of the Secretaries, from that Title c 
e^ " Resident and Corresponding Secretaries,'* to that of 
** General Secretaries ;'* the same title to be applied to the 
Secretary in New- York, so as to read throughout, ''three '^^^l^^^ *• 
Oenen^ Secretaries of the Missionary Society of the M. '^^^ 
E. Church." The report of the Commitfee on Missionsf, 
veoofnmending an aidAtion of two in the Missionary Sec- 
retiuryship, was then adopted. 

Conferenee proceeded to the electioB of^ General See- 
tetary fo9 the southern division, when Wmiam Capers 
was duly elected. 

Edward R. Ames Was elected ibr the western division. ^tSS^ ^^ 

J. Hoidioh offered ikte following preamble and resolu- ^'■ 
tion, which were lead, and adopted : — 

^ Whereas, it is undeivtood that certain moneys have 



been collected or subscribed on account of the centenary, j* te'MM<! 
H^^be devcrted to miesionary purpdses, whicA moneys are »• lifiE. 
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- ^ hsi^ subject to the directioii of thie Geaeml Conference, 
therefore, 

" Reaolved, That »11 moneys collected or that may be 

collected as aforesaid, are hereby directed to be pafd mto 

the hands of the General Treasurer of the Missionaxy 

Society of the M. E. Church." 

Bin fiff station. On motion it iiras resolved, that the Book Agents of 

*^* ^ New-York pay to Armstrong <& Berry the sum of $64 25, 

being the amount of their bill against the Conference for 

stationary and printing. Said Agents were also directed, 

i^jBwitof sex- j^y mianimous vote of Conference, to pay to the sexton of 

the church used as a Conference room the sum of $50, 

for his services during the session. 

Amiiitmenti . The resolution heretofore! offered by P. P. Sandford, with 

to^SfloL^mii- respect to preachers 24>pointed to [labour for persons in] 

Sfthe JSm- P^^^^^ prisons, military posts, and seamen's bethels, was 

ican Bible So^ taken up. N. Levings moved to amend, by adding, " and 

ttST'tf t^ the American Bible Society.;' Adopted. H. SUcer pro- 

vaazB posed further to amend, by adding " American and State 

Temperance Societies." This was laid on the table; 

and Uie resolution as amended was adopted, as follows:--^ 

, '* Resolved, That answer 2 to question 3, section 4, 

chapter 1, pf the Discipline, page 26, be amended hf 

inserting, after the word seamen, ' of prisoners in public 

prisons, military posts, and the American Bible Society.' " 

J. T. Mitchell offered the following resolution, which 

was read, and unanimously adopted by a rising vote : — 

TbaaMtas bos- "1. Resolved, l^ the delegates of the several Annual 

^^**^' Conferences, in General Con^rence assembled. That te 

.most cordial thanks of the members of this body are due, 

and are hereby tendered to the citizens of Baltimore, for 

their hospitality and Christian friendship, in entertaining 

the. members of the Conference during the present pro- 

. tifacted session. ' 

<< Resolved, That the above resolution be read by the 
preachers stationed in the city of Baltimore, in their several 
... .: . . pulpits." 

J. Holdich offered the following resolution, which was 
read, and unanimously adopted : — 
Vioriiie of *' Resolved, That the thanks of the General Conference 

ehnzch. y^^ hereby tendered to the trustees and congregation of 

. the. Wesley Chapel, for the^uee of Uieir church, and for 
the .kind attention which they, have paid to the comfort of 
the members." / 

y*^l^ ^SSSIf ' fiishpp Soulenominsted T. B. Sargent as his travelling 
*8oSe to^^l cpfnpaniop on his visit to England; which nomination 
: land. ^2s unanimously confirmed by a rising vote. 

. ., J. Holdich offered. the following resolution, which was 

«iia«k> 1* ■«. ^M**^i°*PiJ8ly adopted :— 
^5=12? ^ "Resolved, That the thanks of tins General Ccmfe^ 
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%aee be hereby tendered ta the Secretaiy aad assistant 
SecTeteries, /or the faithfol, unweaned, and satisfactory 
fWiABer ia which jkhey have diseharged their arduous 
duties, during ,t^e protracted and laborious session of this 
body.". 

, The chair introduced the following resolution, which 
was, on motion, laid on the taMe, namely: '* Reserved; 
That the words ' twenty<one,' in the first answer to ques- 
tion 2y section 3, of the Discipline, be stricken out, and 
the words ' tweaty-eight' inserted in their place/' 

N. Bangs moved that a committee of three be appointed 
to supetintend the publication of the Di8c^)line, as revised 
and aaiended^ which motion prevailed. 

The President announced die following commissioiiers Uniy«nfty 
ordered to be appointed, in accordance with the recom- ^^"^ 
mendatioBof the Committee on Education : J. S. Tomlinson, 
H. B. Bascom, I. A. Few, J. P- Durbin, E. W. Sehon, 
J. Early^ N. Bangs. 

B. M. Drake offered the fdkwing resolution, which, 
OB motion, was laid on the table :— -*' Resolved, That the 
^necessary travelling expenses of the comnussioners 
ordered by this Conference, to negotiate in reference to 
receiving a University, be paid by Uie Book Concern." 

After various motions and amendments on the same 
enbject had failed, J. Dodge offered the following, which 
was adopted : — 

'^ Resolved, That tl^e commissioners present their bill 
of travelling expenses to the next General Conference for 
settlement." 

The chair announced the delegates to the Genferenee DatontestoAi- 
of Albrights, namely : John F. Wright, W. CaUender, W, SSiS^ 
Nast. 

Also the committee to revise the new edition of the 
Discipline, namely : Daniel Ostrander, Nathan Bangs, 
Samuel Luckey. 

H. B. Bascom, chairman of the Committee on the Peti- 
tion from Westmoreland, Va., pfesented a report, which 
was read and adopted. (See Appendix, Document H«). 

On motion of J. A. Collins, the Conference ordered the 
memorialists to be furnished with a copy; and also, on 
motion of E. W. Stickney, its publication in the Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal. 

Copies of the resolution on the bequest of W. Holland 
were ordered to be given to the delegates from the North 
Carolina Conference ; and copies of those oft the appeal 
cases of James V. Potts, and James Smith, senr., to the 
delegates of the Philadelphia Conference. 

The report of the Committee on the American Bible Roptwi ahmt 
Society was taken up, and on motion the first and JS^.™*^ ^^ 
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•ubstitutd lo the fib'ri retokitioii, and H. Slicer an ( 
menl to the sobstitiite, both of whtok, as also the FMohition 
itself, vrere laid on the table ; and the report as ame n ded 
, waa adopted. (See Appendix, Document I^ 

Fkoposed reito- H. SUcer offered Uie following resolution^ namely: 
^ai^'^rSl "That the fc^wing W(»d8 he stiickev fironr cmr GMeral 
o&Mmper'Ace. Rules, nameiy : ' Drunkenness, or ^kinking G^irimous 
liquors, unless in cases of necessity ;' and that the fallow- 
ing be inserted in place thereof, ' Drunkenness, huying cmt 
selling spirituous liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases 
of esrtreme necessity.' The question being taken, seTcnty* 
five voted in the aflrmative, and thirty^eight in the nega- 
tive ; so the motion was lost, not being sustained by a 
constitutional majority. 

J. S. Tomlinson was furnished with a copy of the reso- 
lution providing fcHr the appmntment of cemmissioiiors to 
treat respecting the transfer of the aforesaid University ; 
and J. F. Wright with a copy of those relative to the 
delegation to ther Albright Conference. 

On motion, the Secretary proceeded to read v|» Ae 
journals. Moved to amend, by inserting seventy-six 
affinnati,vey in place of seventy-five, on the resolution con« 
ceming the restoration of the original rule on temperance, 
H. B. Bascom having stated that he had risen up to vote 
after the Secretary had made his count ; the journal was 
altered accordingly, 
nnai adjoum- On motion that the Gonferenee now adjourn, Bishop 
*'^^' ' Soule rose and addressed the body. The Conference &en 

united in singing and prayer, after which it adjoun^ to 
meet ia the city of New-York, May 1, 1844. 

JOSHUA SOULE, 
BOBEBT B. BOBEBTSf 
ELUAH HEDDING^ 
BEVEBLY WAUGH^ 
THOMAS A' MOBBIS, 

John A. Collins, Secretary. 

Thomas B. Sak^xnt, I ^ . c* • 

. J. B. Hou^Hti^mo, l^ststant Secr^tarm. 
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A.— ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 

To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church : 

Dear Brethren, — ^Tbe meeting of this solemn and constitutional 
body, just at the opening of the^ 86C(md century of Wesleyan Method* 
ism, is a peculiarly-appropriate occasion for reviewing the rise and 
progress of that great and blessed revival of pure Christianity, which, 
commencing with the labours of that eminent man of God, the Rar. 
John Wesley, has, during the last centennial period, spread over lar|pB 
portions of our globe, conveying the blessings of the gospel of salva- 
tion to millions of the human race. It is highly proper for us at such 
a period, and under such circumstances, to direct our careful attention 
to the measures and means which, under God, have been accompanied 
with such auspicious results. It will appear, it is presumed, upon such 
an examination, that human policy has had less to do in the ori^pi, 
progress, and final accomplkhment of this great work, than in apiy 
other important and extensive enterprise since the days of $he Apos- 
tles. The rise and progress, and ultimate success of Methodism, are 
marked with the -special openings and interpositions of the providence 
of Almighty God. And although we are a hundred years remoiFed 
from that era of precious memory, when this great light first shone 
forth from Oxford, we look back through every successive period of 
its advancement, deeply impressed with this sentiment, " Not unto 09, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory !" We have stood 
still to see the salvation of God, or moved forward as his providence 
opened the way. 

In the progress of this great work on both sides of the Atlantic, 
many instruments have been successfully employed, who would never 
have been engaged in the enterprise had their selection depended 
merely on the wisdom of men. 

In England, while a Wesley and Fletcher, with a . few kindred 
spirits, were wielding the mighty artillery of gospel truth, with all Ae 
panoply of various and profound science and literature, nwde migbfy 
by the arm of God to the pulling down of the strong holds of ecror 
and infidelity, a considerable number of unlettered men, taken fpom 
ordinary occupations, and with no pretensions to any extraordinary 
human qualifications, with such weapons as the H(4y Spirit had aup- 
plied, were marching through the kingdom, attacking the citadel' ef 
the heart, and bringing thousands into a happy allegiance ,to ibe-CaiH 
tain of their salvation. The eame order of things is observable from 
the commencement to the present time* It hU pleaaed Ged, Aihp 
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time to time, to raise up men in different parts o^ these States, who 
were endued with extraordinary intellectual powers, and those powers 
disciolined to sound srgument by a thorough education. In these men 
the Church has found able defenders of her ^doctrines and order ; and, 
although some of them have fallen asleep, they still speak, while 
others, in the order of Providence, have been raised up in their stead. 
Thus we have a host of the venerable dead united with a succession 
of living witnesses, and all set for the defence of the gospel of Christ. 

But had only iSuch distinguished instruments been employed in 
preaching the gospel on this continent since the first Wesleyan mis* 
sionaries crossed the Atlantic, and commenced their labours in the 
colonies, what, fa all human probability, would have been the state of 
the Church in these lands at the present day f 

How many thousands and tens of tKousands have been converted to 
God by the instnhnenlality of the preaching of men who have never 
explored the regions of science and literature, and who, having ** fought 
their way through," are now resting in Abraham's bosom ? And what 
living multitudes bear witness to the efficiency of the saibe means, by 
the influence x>f the Holy Spirit, in turning them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God ! Indeed, if we carefully 
examine the history of the Church from the days of the Apostles to 
the present time, at what period of her progress shall we find her 
amply supplied with ministers combining in themselves a profound 
knowledge of science and literature, and genuine piety, and giving 
proof, by the sanctity of their lives and the fruits of their labours, that 
they were truly called of God to the work of the ministry ? ' 

The probability is, that one chief cause of the great deficiency of 
evangelical ministers in the Church of Christ, is the neglect of tha^ 
solemn command, " Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he would 
send forth more labourers." 

^Our venerable Wesley was fully convinced that the supreme au- 
thority to constitute and perpetuate the gospel ministry belonged only 
to the Author of salvation ; and that those who gave the Scriptural 
evidence of being moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon them the 
work of the ministry, were not to be rejected on account of a supposed 
deficiency in human acquirements. 

This truly evangelical sentiment, so strikingly illustrated in the his- 
tory of the last century, should deeply impress us on the present occa- 
sion ; and we should continue to adhere to it, as one of the first prin- 
ciples in that system which is destined to evangelize the world. Our 
blessed Redeemer, after he had settled the constitution of his kingdom 
among men, — after he had accomplkhed the work of human redemp- 
tion, — after he had risen from the dead in confirmation of his divine 
eommission and authority, and in his last interview with his discl- 
ples just before his ascension into heaven, — said, " All power is given 
Qnto me in heaven and in earth ; go ye therefore and teach all nations." 
All the attending circumstances conspire to render this one of the 
most solemn and important declarations ever made to the world. It 
asserts the exclusive authority of Jesus Christ to select, and commis- 
9k»l, and send forth the ministers of his gospel ; an authority which 
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by rigbt of. office and government, he . carried with him to ^he right 
hand of the Father, to be possessed, and exercised till the final issue 
of his mediatorial kingdom. In strict conformity with this declaration 
of their divine Master, the apostolic college claimed no right to qoa^ 
stitnte ministers in succession ; but sougnt, with earnest prayer and 
diligent examination of spiritual gifts, connected with holiness of life 
and usefulness in labour, whom God had called to this sacred employ- 
ment ; and in this is involved, as we believe, the true doctrine of 
apostolic succession. 

Keeping steadily in view this fundamental principle in the constitu- 
tion and peicpetuity of the Christian ministry, and, in connection with 
it, the unity of the Church of Christ, we, as your General Superintend: 
ents, have thought it proper to invite your deliberate attention to seve- 
ral subjects which, in our opinion, have a special claim to your con- 
sideration ; earnestly praying that all things may be done, whether in 
word or deed, as in the immediate presence of God, and with an eye 
single to his glory. 

To preserve and strengthen the unity and peace of that great and 
increasing body of Christians and Christian ministers which you re- 
present in this General Conference, and to-devise and adopt measures 
for the more extensive and efficient promotion of the work of Grod in 
these lands, and in foreign countries, are the primary and very im- 
portant objects of the institution of this body. And in these objeets 
your counsel, your acts, and your prayers, should concentrate. _ The 
connection of Wesleyan Methodists in all parts of the world should 
remain ope united household, keeping the unity of the Spirit in the 
bonds of peace. One in doctrine, and in all the essential points of 
discipline, they should remain undivided in affection ; and no mndic 
considerations, growing out of difference of country, civil government; 
or other circumstances, should ever separate us or interrupt our Chris- 
tian fellowship. Labourers together with our brethren in Europe, and. 
in the provinces, in the same vineyard of our common Lord, we should 
avail ourselves of every favourable* opportunity, and especially of the 
occasion of the meeting of this body, to convey to them our Christian 
salutations, and the expressions of our undiminished affection aivd 
esteem. 

Although it may be safely adnntted that every system, except that 
which has a just claim to inspiration, is ;;apable of improvement, it is 
a wise and prudent maxim, as well in ecclesiastical as ii^ civil juria- 
prudehce, that principles and measures, which have been long esta- 
blished and generally successful in their operations, should be changed 
or modified with the utmost caution. The history of communitiea 
sufficiently proves that innovations upon such a settled order of thingft 
are very liable to result in consequences unfavourable to the peace 
and well-being of society. This being the case, no ordinary consider 
rations, should induce us to " remove the ancient landmarks which ouf 
fathers have set up."_ 

In a body so numerous as the Methodist connection, oipbracii^ 
twenty-eight Annual Conferences, extended over these United State# 
and Territories, and connected with different civil and domaf tic institii- 
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tions, it is hardly expected that all should see " eye to eye** relative 
^to the meaning and administration of the Discipline of the Church, of 
the fitness and expediency of measures which may be adopted in 
conformity to such a state of things. 

'It has been the constant aim and united endeavour of your General 
Superintendents to preserve uniformity* and harmony in these respects ; 
and, as far as practicable, prevent conflicting action in all the official 
bodies in the Church. But although we record, with unfeigned grati- 
tude to the God of all grace and consolation, the general peace, and 
harmony, and prosperity of the body since your last session, it be- 
comes our painful duty to lay before you some exceptions to this happy 
and prosperous condition. 

At the last session of the General Conference the subject of slavery 
and its abolition was extensively discussed, and vigorous exertions 
made to effect new legislation upon it. But afler a careful examina- 
tion of the whole ground, aided by the Hght of past eaperience, it was the 
solemn conviction of the Conference that the interests of religion would 
not be advanced by any additional enactments in regard to it. 

In your Pastoral Address to the ministers and people at your last 
session, with great unanimity, and, as we believe, in the true spirit of 
the ministers of the peaceful gospel of Christ, you solemnly advised 
the whole body to abstain from all abolition movements, and from 
agitating the exciting subject in the Church. This advice was in 
perfect agreement with the individual as well as associated views of 
your Superintendents. But, had we differed from you in opinion, in 
consideration of the age, wisdom, experience, and official authority of 
the General Conference, we should have felt ourselves under a solemn 
CfbligatitHi to be g'ovemed by your counsel. We have endeavoured, 
both in our official administration, and in our private intercourse with 
the "preachers and members^ to inculcate the sound policy and Chris- 
tian spirit of your Pastoral Address. And it affords us great pleasure 
to be able to assure you, that our efforts in this respect have been very 
generally approved, and your advice cordially received and practically 
eibserved in a very large majority of the Annual Conferences, as will 
more fully appear to you on the careM examination of the journals of 
those bodies for the last four years. (B ut we regret that we are com- 
pelled to say, that in some of tne Northern and Eastern Conferences, in 
contravention of your* Christian and pastoral counsel, and of your best 
efibrts to carry it into effect, the subject has beeii agitated in such 
forms, and in such a spirit, as to disturb the peace of the ChurcBj 
This unhappy agitation has not been confined to the Annual Confer- 
ences, but has been introduced into Quarterly Conferences, and made 
die absorbing business of self-created bodies in the bosom of our be- 
loved Zion. The professed object of all these operations is to free 
the Methodist Episcopal Church from the " great moral evil of slavery," 
and to secure to the enslaved the rights and privileges of free citizens 
of these United States. How far the measures adopted, and the man- 
ner ot applying those measures, are calculated to accomplish such an 
iftsue, even if it could be effected by any action of ecclesiastical 
bedies, your united wisdom will enable you to judge. 
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_7e cannot, however, but regard it as of unhappy teadeney that 
either indiyidual members, or official bodies in the Church, should 
employ terms, and pass resolutions of censure and condemnation <m 
their brethren, and on public officers and official bodies, over whose 
actions they have no legitimate jurisdictionT] It requires no very ex* 
tensive knowledge of human nature to be convincedT that if we wopld 
convert our fellow-men from the error of/their ways, we must address 
them, not in terms of crimination and reproach, but in the milder lan- 
guage of respect, persuasion, and kindness. 

It is justly due to a number of the Annual Conferences in which a 
majority, or a very respectable minority, of the members are profess* 
edly abolitionists, to say that they occupy a very different ground, and 
pursue a very difierent course from those of their brethren who have 
adopted ultra principles and measures ia this unfortunate, and, we 
think, unprofitable controversy. The result of action had in such 
Conferences on the resolution of the New-England Conference, ror 
commending a very important change in our general rule on slavery, 
is satisfactory proof of this fact, and affords us strong and increasing 
confidence that the unity and peace of the Church are not to be mate- 
rially affected by this exciting subject. Many of the preacherd who 
were favourably disposed to the cause of abolition, when they saw the 
extent to which it was designed to carry these measures, and the in- 
evitable consequences of their prosecution, came to a pause, reflected, 
and declined their co-operation. They clearly perceived that the suo* 
cess of the measures would result in the division of the Chinch ; and 
for such an event they were not prepared. They have no disposition 
to criminate their brethren in the South, who are unavoidably con* 
nected with the institution of slavery, or to separate from them on that 
account. It is believed that men of ardent temperament, whose zeal 
may have been somewhat in advance of their knowledge and discre* 
tion, have made such advances in the abolition enterprise as to pro- 
duce, a reaction. A few preachers and members, disappointed in their 
expectations, and despairing of the success of their cause in the Me»^ 
thodist Church, have withdrawn from our fellowship, and connected 
themselves with associations more congenial with their views and 
feelings; and others, in similar circumstances, may probably follow 
their example. But we rejoice in believing that these secessions will 
be very limited, and that the great body of Methodists in these States 
will continue, .as they have been, one and inseparable. The uni-* 
formity and stability of our course should be such as to let all candid 
and thinking men see, that the cause of secessions from us is not a 
change of our doctrine or moral discipline-— sao imposition of new 
terms of communion — no violation of covenant engagements on the 
part of the Church. It is a matter worthy of particular notice, that 
those who have departed from us do not pretend that any material 
change in our system, with respect either to doctrine, discipline)^ 
or government, has taken place since they voluntarily united them* 
selves with us. And it is ardently to be desired that no such innov»»- 
tion may be effected, as to furnish any just ground for such a prefeetf 
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Tlte experience of more than half a century, since the organiza- 
tion of our ecclesiastical body, will afford us many important lights 
and landmarks, pointing out what is the safest and most prudent 
policy to be pursued in our onward course as regards African slavery 
in these Statea; and especially in our own religious community. 
This very interesting period of our history is distinguished by several 
characteristic features having a special claim to our consideration at the 
present time, particularly in view of the unusual excitement which now 
prevails on the subject, not only in the different Christian Churches, 
but also in the civil body^ And, first rfJur genera! rule on slavery, 
which forms a part of the Constitutioirof the Church, has stood 
from the beginning unchanged, as testamentary of our sentiments oa 
the principle of slavery, and the slave trade?} And in this we differ in 
no respect from the sentiments of our venerable founder, or from those 
of the wisest and most distinguished statesmen and civilians o£ our 
own and other enlightened'and Christian countries. Secondly :un all 
the enactments of the Church relating to slavery, a due and respectful 
regard has been had to the laws of the states, never requiring eman- 
cipation in contravention of the civil authority, or where the laws of 
the stateawonld not allow the liberated slave to enjoy his freedom^ 
Thirdly :(pe simply holding or owning slaves, without regard to cir- 
cumstances, has at no period of the existence of the Church sub- 
jected the master to excommunicatioiO Fourthly : rules have been 
made from time to time, regulating the sale, and purchase, and holding 
of slaves, with reference to the different laws of the states where 
slavery is tolerated ; which, upon the experience of the great diffi- 
culties of administering them, and the unhappy consequences both to 
masters and servants, have been as often changed or repealed. These 
important facts, which form prominent features of our past history as 
a Church, may very properly lead us to inquire for that course of ac- 
tion in iiiture, which may be best calculated K5 preserve the peace and 
unity of the whole body, promote the greatesT happiness of the slave 
population, and advance generally, in the slaveholding community of 
our country, the humane and hallowing influence of our holy religiocu] 
We cannot withhold from you, at this eventful period, the solemn coa- 
viction of our minds, thatfio new ecclesiastical legislation on the sub- 
ject of slavery, at this time, will have a tendency to accomplish these 
most desirable ^j^jSlO ^^^ ^® ^^® ^"^^^ persuaded that, as a body of 
Christian ministersJwe shall accomplish the greatest good by direct- 
ing our individual anH nnited efforts, in the spirit of the first teachers 
of Christianity, to bring both master and servant under the sanctifying 
influence of the principles of that gospel which teaches the duties of 
every relation, and enforces the faithful discharge of them by the 
strongest conceivable motivesT) Do we aim at the amelioration of the 
condition of the slave ? How can we so effectually accomplish this, 
in our calling as ministers of the gospel of Christ, as by employing 
our whole influence to bring both him and his master to a saving 
knowledge of the grace of God, and to a practical observance of those 
relative duties so clearly prescribed in the writings of the inspired 
Apostles ? Permit us to add, that, although we enter not into the 
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potitical contentions of the day, neither interfere with ctrS legislation, 
nor with the administration of the laws, we cannot but feel a deep 
interest in whatever affects the peace, prosperity, and happiness of 
onr beloved conntry. The union x>f these States, the perpetuity of the 
bonds of our national confederation, the reciprocal confidence of the 
different members of the great civil copupact,— in a word, the weU- 
being of the community of which we are members, should never cease ' 
to lay near our hearts, and for which we should offer up our sincere 
and most ardent prayers to the Almighty Ruler of the universe. But 
can we, as ministers of the gospel, and servants of a Master " whose - 
kingdom is not of this world," promote these important objex^ts in any 
way soj(ruly and permanently «as by pursuing the course just pcHiited 
out ? (£an we, at this eventful crisis, render a better service to our 
country, than by laying aside All interference with relations Authorized 
and established by the civil laws, and applying ourselves wholly and 
faithfully to what specially appertains to our ^ high and hdy calling jlQ 
to teach and enforce the moral obligations of the gospel, in appHcatioiT^ 
to all the duties growing out of the different relations in society ? By , 
a diligent devotion to this evangelical employment, with an hiimble 
and steadfast reliance upon the aid of divine influence, the number of 
'* believing masters" and servants may be constantly increased, the 
kindest sentiments and affections cultivated^ domestic burdens lights 
ened, mutual confidence cherished, and the peace and happiness of 
society be promoted. While, on \h^ other hand, if past history affords 
us any correct rules of judgment ,Ubere is much cause to fear that the 
influence of our sacred office, if employed in interference with the 
relation itself, and. consequently with the civil institutions of the coun- 
try, will rather tend to prevent than to accomplish these desirable 
ends.^ 

But while we sincerely and most affectionately, and, we humUy 
trust, in the spirit of the gospel of Christ, recommend to you, and to 
all Ike ministers and members you represent in this body, to pursue 
such a course in regard to this deeply-exciting subject, we think it 
proper to invite your attention in particular to one point, intimately 
connected with it, and, as we conceive, of primary importance. It is 
in regard to the true import and application of the general rule on 
slavery. The different constructions to which it has been subjectedi 
iffld the variety of opinions entertained upon it, together with the con- 
flicting acts of some of the Annual Conferences of the North and 
South, seem to require that a body, having legitimate jurisdietion, 
should express a clear and definite opinion, as a uniform guide to those 
to whom the administration of the Discipline is committed. « 

Another subject of vital importance, as we apprehend, to the uni^ 
Bikd p^ace of the Church, and not unconnected with the foregoing, id 
the constitutional powers of the General Superintendents, in &eir 
relations to the Annual Conferences, and in their general executive 
administration of the government ; and the rights of Annual and Qear^ 
terly Conferences, in their official capacities. In the prosecution oB 
our superintending agency, we have been compelled to differ in Oj^iott 
from many of our brethren cemposiiig these official bodies ; and ibie 
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dtflbrenee of opinion, connected with a conTictixm of our Mgh respon- 
eibUity, has, in a few cases, resulted in action, which has been judged, 
by those specially concerned, to be high-handed, unconstitutional, 
tyrannical, and oppressive. In all such cases, we have given tke 
most unequivocal assurances, that we should, with unfeigned aatis6be«- 
tion, and the kindest feelings, submit the whde matter in controversy, 
with all our official acts in the premises, to the enUghtened deliberar 
lion and final judgment of this constitutional tribumd. And we cannot 
but indulge the hope that those who have differed from us will coiv- 
dially abide the decision of such a judicatory, should it not accord 
with their views. We have no disposition to enter into an eztensire 
examination of the merits of the case, which, we regret to say, has 
been a matter of prolonged discussion in self-created conventions, and 
in some of the religious periodicals of the day. But our object is to 
lay before you the simple points involved, and leave the issue to be 
aettled as your united wisdom shall determine, requesting liberty, at 
proper times, if occasion should require, to correct erroneous stated 
inents, and remove improper impressions, having reference to our 
course of action. In presenting this subject to your consideration, it 
is due to a very large majority of all the Annud Conferences, and to 
the members composing them, individually, to say, that the utmost 
harmony, and confidence, and affection exists between them and the 
General Superintendents. The geographical bounds of the contro*- 
▼ersy are very limited. 

The whcde subject may be presented to you in the following simple 
questions :«— When any business comes up for action in our Annual or 
Quarterly Conferences, involving a difficulty on a question of law, so as 
to produce the inquiry, What is the law in the case ? does the constitoi- 
tional power to decide the question belong to the President, or the 
Conference ? Have the Annual Conferences a constitutional right to 
do any other business than what is specifically prescribed, or, by fair 
construction, provided for in the form of Discipline ? Has the Presi- 
dent of an Annual Conference, by virtue of hid office, a r^ht to decline 
putting a motion or resolution to vote, on business other than that thus 
prescribed or provided for ? These questions are proposed with exclu- 
sive reference to the principle of constitutional right. The principles 
of courtesy and expediency are very different things. 

As hx as we have been able to ascertain the views of those who 
entertain opinions opposite to our own on these points, they may bie 
amnmed up as follows : — They maintain that all questions of law 
aiising out of the business of our Annual or Quarterly Conferences are 
to be, of right) settled by the decision of those bodies, either primarily 
by resolution or finally by an appeal from the decision of the Presi- 
dent : '* that it is the prerogative of an Annual Conference to decide 
w&ai business they will do, and when they will do it :" that they hava 
a constitutional right ^< to discuss, in their official capacity; all moral 
subjects :" to investigate the official acts of other Annual Confer* 
ences, of die Genersd Conference, and of the General Superintendents^ 
so £» as to pass resolutions of disapprobation or approval on those 
They" maintain that the President of an Annual Conference i« 
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to be regarded in the same relation to the Conferenees that a cbairman 
or speaker sustains to a civil Legislative Assembly : that it is his doty 
to preserve order in the Conference, to determine questions of order 
subject to appeal, and put to vote all motions and resoliitions, ^hen 
called for, according to the rules of the body : that these are the set- 
tled landmarks of his official prerogatives, as President of the Confdt'- 
ence, beyond which he has no right io go : that although it belongs 
to his office, as General Superintendent, to appoint the time for holding 
iSbe several Annual Conferences, he has no discretionary authority to 
adjouni them, whatever length of time they may have continued their 
session, or whatever business they may think proper to transact. 
Prom these doctrines we have felt it our^solemn duty to dissent. And 
we will not withhold from yoii our deliberate and abiding conviction, 
that should they be sustained by the General Conference, the uniform 
and ejfflcient administration of the government would be rendered im- 
practicable. 

The government of the Methodist Episcopal Church is peculiarly 
constructed. It is widely different from our civil organization. The 
General Conference is the only legislative body recognized in our 
' ecclesiastical system, and from it originates the authority of the entire 
executive administration. The exclusive power to create Annual Con» 
ferences, and to increase or diminish their number, rests with this 
body. No Annual Conference has authority or right to make any rule 
iif discipline for the Church, either within its own bounds or else- 
where. No one has the power to elect its own President, except in a 
special case, pointed out, and provided for, by the General Conference. 
Whatever may be the number of the Annual Conferences, they are all 
organized on the same plan, are all governed by the same laws, and 
all have identically the same rights, and powers, and privileges. These 
powers, and rights, and privileges are not derived from themseltes, 
but from the body which originated them. And the Book of Discipline, 
containing the rules of the General Conference, is the only charter of 
their rights, and directory of their duties, as official bodies. The 
General Superintendents are elected by the General Conference, and 
responsible to it for the discharge of the duties of their office. They 
are constituted, l^ virtue of their office, Presidents of the Annuid 
Conferences, with authority to appoint the time of holding them ; with 
a prudential provision that they shall allow each Conference to sit at 
least one week, that the important business prescribed in the form of 
Discipline may not be hurried through in such a manner as to aflect 
injuriously the interests of the Church. The primary objects of theit 
officisd department in the Church Were, as we believe, to preserve in 
the most effectual manner an itinerant ministry : to maintain a uni- 
formity in the administration of the government and discipline in every 
department, and that the unity of the whole body might be preserved. 
But how, we would ask, can these important ends be accomplished, if 
each Annual Conference possesses the rights and powers set forth in 
the foregoing summary ? Is it to be supposed, that twenty*eight con- 
stitalional judges of ecclesiasticBl law, and these, too, not individuals 
of age and e&peri«Doe, who have had time and means to Aomxt^tAf 
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investigate, and analyze, and collate, the oByatem ; but official bodieff, 
many members of which are young and inexperienced, and without 
the opportunity or necessary helps for such researches, and without 
consultation with each other on the pointy to be decided, will settle 
different questions of law with such agreement as to have no material 
conflict between their legal decisions ? Is it not greatly to be feared, 
that with such system of ecclesiastical jurisprudence, what might be 
law in Georgia might be no law in New-England ? That what might 
be orthodoxy in one Conference, might be heresy in another ? Where, 
then, would be the identity of Uie law, the uniformity of its adminis- 
tration, or the unity and peace of the Church ? 

A well-digested system of collegiate education, under the dijrection 
and control of the General Conference, is, in our opinion, loudly calljod 
for by the present state of the Church, and by our widely-extended aod 
extending influence, as a religious denomination. Such a system is 
of such vast importance, in connection with the general principles and 
designs of Methodism, as to render the policy of submitting its direc- 
tion and superintendency to sectional control, to say the least, very 
doubtful. For many years, the state of the C|iurch was such in these 
States as to render it impracticable to accomplish much in the; cause 
of education, any further than as we were associated with other bodies, 
or were connected with the institutions of the country. And it ia not 
to be denied, that there existed among us, to a considerable extent, 
even down to a recent date, strong opposition to commencing this iok- 
portant enterprise among ourselves. But during the last twenty years, 
the spirit of inquiry has been wakened up, and a very general interest 
excited on this subject ; and the energies and means of our preachers 
and people have been employed, to a very considerable extent, in the 
promotion of such a worthy and noble object. What appears to be 
especially necessary at the present crisis, is a well-organized system 
which shall give the best direction to those energies and means* It 
will not be at all surprising to men who have made themselves ac- 
quainted with the former and present condition of the Methodist 
Church, relative to the promotion of literature, that there should be, 
at the present time, a spirit of zeal and en^terprise in operation, which, 
if not guided by the soundest principles of wisdom and policy, and 
concentrated in a general and harmonious system, may fail to accom* 
plish the desirable and important object, and ultimately result in inju- 
rious reaction. This can hardly jfail to be the case, if colleges, or 
other high institutions of learning, which must depend upon other 
means of support than the revenues arising from tuition, are multiplied 
beyond the available means necessary for their adequate and perma- 
nent endowment. And it is to be feared that, in this respect, we are 
not entirely free from enor and danger. We scarcely need to say, to 
this enlightened and experienced body of ministers, many of whom 
iMre familiar wi^h the pobty and fiscal concerns of literary institutions, 
that such of them as we have just named cannot.be considered in a 
safe and sound condition in regard to their efficiency and perpetuity, 
until they realize a revenue by permanent endowment entirely su&- 
cient to support their faculties, leaving the. fund arising from tuition to 
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meet contingent expenses. If this is a correct rale of calcuktion in 
regard to the safety of collegiate ' institutions, it is very doub\fnl 
whether any of our colleges or universities can be considered perma- 
nently secure. It appears to us, that the time has arrived for the General 
Conference to take this subject into their deliberate consideration, and 
adopt such measures as, in their ivisdora, may the most effectually 
secure our colleges, already in operation, from liability to failure, and 
guard against the erection of others till sufficient available means are 
secured to place them on a firm foundation. The circumstance that 
there are members of the faculties or boards of trustees of nearly, if 
not quite, all our colleges, present as representatives in this body, is, 
in our opinion, peculiarly favourable to such a design. We cannot too 
deeply impress upon your minds the importance of preserving in our 
own power the direction and controlof the system of collegiate and 
theological education in the Church. Perhaps a more favourable oppor- 
timity than your present session will seldom, if ever, occur, for devising 
and adopting a judicious and uniform course of literary and moral dis- 
cipline in all the collegiate institutions under our superintendence. 
And we will not withhold our solenm conviction, that any course of 
study in a Methodist college or university would be essentially defec- 
tive if it did not embrace the Bible — the most ancient, tne most' 
learned, and the most important book in the world. As a Christian 
community, all our institutions of learning should be sanctuaries of 
theologicsd science. Do we send our sons to explore the regions of 
science and literature, merely, as did idolatrous Greece and Rome, to 
prepare them for the senate, the forum, or field t Do we not rather 
desire that they may be qualified, by mental and moral improvement, 
to diffuse, in every citcle of society in which they may move, the in- 
fluence of the enlightening, peaceful, and benevolent princijdes of our 
holy religion ? Do we intend them for professional life ? In what 
profession can they be employed in a Christian country in which the 
Bible is not a most important text-book? Are not the pivil govern- 
ments of Christendom based upon it ? Is it not the fountain of law, 
and the charter of rights? When do you see the statesman, the 
judge, or the advocate, more dear, convincing, authoritative or sub- 
lime, than when he appeals to its doctrines, morals, or sanctions ? Do 
we desire our sons to practise the healing art ? Would we send them 
forth to mingle in scenes of wretchedness and suffering without tUe 
knowledge of those divine truths taught by Him who went about doing 
good, and healing all manner of diseases ? In a word, we cannot but 
believe that the doctrines, history, evidences, and morals of revelation, 
should be regarded as forming one of the most important departments 
in our system of collegiate education. We are aware that such a fea- 
ture in the course of study in our colleges would subject them to the 
too common objection of being theological seminaries. This objection 
would certainly come with more grace from the lips of infidels, than 
irom the tongues or pens of professed believers in tne divine authenti- 
city of the Christian revelation. While, in our opinion, the science of 
the tDord of God should be a paramount branch of instraetion in our 
literary institutions, we desire not to be understood as recommending 



142 Address cf the Bid^. 

jJie eMtabHslinieDt of <* theological seminaries,'^ in the GoamiOQ accept' 
ation of the te^nn : that is, for the special purpose of educating men 
for the work of the gCNipel paiaistiy. We feel, with many enlightened 
Cbriatians and ahle ministers, both in out own and oth^r religious de- 
> nominations, the importance of an able asid efficient nunistry. Nor 
are we.nnappnzed of the great advantages of a thpro^gh education to 
those whose business it is to preach '* Christ and him crucified.^' B«t 
.we ve free to acknowledge, that the policy of establishing schools o£ 
divinity, for the exclusive purpose of preparing young men hi the 
sacred office, as for a profession, is, in o«r opinioii, to say the least, 
of doubtful authority and expedience. The histo:ry of auch institutions, 
from their earliest establi^iment, admonishes us^ that the specul$tt<»8 
of human science have but too frequently obsciured and adulterated 
the doctrines of the revelation of God ; and that, in many cases, wh^re 
they have been commenced on* evangelical ground, in their onwaid 
course they have wandered into the wilderness of metaphysical dis- 
^sitions, or been lost in the stiU darker regions of ''rational Chris- 
tianity.'' When the history, doctrines, evidences^ and duties of the 
revelation of God shall form a distinct and primary department of 
, stiidy in our institutions of learning, our children be dedicated to God 
and trained up in his knowledge and fear, and the whole Church 
united in devout and fervent prayer that God would raise up, and send 
forth into his vineyard, men of lus own selection, and Scriptural proofs 
required of those who profess to be called to preach the gospel, it is 
tieU^ved thai human agency will have reached its legitimate bounds 
in the premises ; and that diis great concern will be perfectly secure 
with the Supreme Head of the Church, to whom alone belongs the 
authority to perpetuate the ministry of his gospel to. the end of the 
^orld. But should this body differ from us with regard to the expe- 
diency of establishing institutions for theological education, separate 
jErom our literary establishments, and for the exclusive purpose of pre- 
paring the students for the work of the ministry, we cannot too strongly 
xecommead to you the propriety and importance of leaving the whole 
subject under the direction and control of the General Conference. 
We are w;ell persuaded that your wisdom and experience will lead 
1IIOU to apprehend the great impropriety of sectional institutions in the 
Uhuvch for such a purpose. To intrust a matter of such vast moment 
tp a self-organized associaticm, cur to an Annual Conference, or con- 
nection of Annual Conferences, we apprehend would be a precedent of 
dangerous tendency, which might ultimately affect the Church in matp 
lers of vital importance. 

A regular and uniform course of study for the under graduates in the 
ministry has, in our judgment, a special claim to your attention at 
your present session. At a former session it was made the duty of the 
General Superintendents to point out a course of study for the candi- 
dates, preparatory to their admission into full connection, with discre- 
tion$iry privilege of appointing a commiuee for that purpose. By this 
orule, no provision is made for a course of study for preachers, for the 
two years previous to their induction to the office of Elders. This 
has been thought to be a defect in the system, ^nd,. at the request of 
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tnanjr^f the Anxraal Conferettoes, an ftdritfory cowae he» tueea pte- 
pared, embtacing these two years. The result, as far as we hare 
knowledge, has been very advantageous in the improvement #f the . 
miiustry. And we t ecommend to the General ConleKence to extend 
the course so as to embrace the whole period from the time of admis- 
sion on trisd until the fidi powers of the ministry are conferred. The 
situation of the Superintendents is such, in visiting all parts of the 
work, extending over all the states and territories, as to render it 
extremely difficult, and for the most part impracticable, without gre«t 
labour and expense, to meet for consultation with each other on this, 
or any other, important interest of the Church ; and their duties are so 
various and weighty as to incline them to the opinion that the great 
^ject contemplated in this prpvisioti would be better ac^comfdished by 
a uniform course of study prepared by this body, and published in our 
form of Discipline. The local ministry is to be regarded as Harming 
an important department in our system. They are truly helpers iathe 
work of the Lord. As such we should always esteem them. And 
nothing should be neglected which has a tendency to presenre and 
strengthen the. bonds of a£fection and confidence between them and 
the itinerant connection. Many of this useful class of ministers hav/e 
deeply felt the necessity of a regular system of study, adapted, as far 
as practicable, to the condition and circumstances of local preaohen» 
embracing studies preparatory to their receiving license, <and extending 
to the time of their graduating to the office of Elders. ^ Many and 
great advantages might doubtless be derived from such a courae, judi* 
ciously formed in adaptation to the circumstances of our local brethren, 
whose time must necessarily be employed, to a greater oviess extent, 
in secular avocations. We recommend the subject to your deMbente 
consideration. 

We invite your particular attention to a review of the prdcess pre- 
ecribed in the Discipline in the provision for locating a preacher with- 
out his consent. The course directed in ca^e of the trial of a 
superannuated preacher, residing without the bounds of the Annual 
Conference of which he is a member, is found to be attended with 
-great inconvenience, and is litfble to result in injustice to jthe accused, 
or injury to the Church. A considerable number of supBramiBalad 
preachers (and the number is constantly increasing) have their n^ai- 
denoe many hundred miles from the bounds of the Conferences wheae 
they hold their memliership. The consequence is, that it repeatedigr 
occurs, that the communications which the Discipline requbreathem lo 
make to their own Conference fail to be receiVed; in wluch cases the 
passage of their characters inay be involved, and they are Kahle to he 
deprived of their regular allowance, even when they sustain th» fairest 
feputation, and when they are in real need of the amount to whush ihifry 
have a la^s^ul claim. But these points are hx from being ihe Ji|SSt 
important, though they are certainly entitled to consideration. The 
sidiject embraces deeper interests, both to the individuals -mid t^ the 
Church. In case of the trial of a superannuated preacher, within die 
hdunds of a Conforenoe remote from his own, as provided for in the 
Discipline, there are several difficulties which experiinent can Jnidigr 
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isil to make obvious. It is provided that tke Presiding Elder, in whose 
district the accused may reside, shall bring him to trial, and in case of 
suspension, shall forward to the Annual Conference of which the ac* 
cused is a member exast minutea of the charges, testimcmy, and deci- 
sion of the committee in the case, and on the testimony thus furnished, 
the Conference must decide. The great difficulty of deciding import 
ant cases equitably, from minutes of testimotiy thus taken, is well 
known. This difficulty is increased in proportion to the complexity of 
the case, and the conflicting charact^ of the testimony. Add to this 
that it will rarely be practicable in such cases for the accuser and the 
accused to be brought face to face, or for either to be present to plead 
iB<he premises. Distance of place, length of time required, and the 
labour and expense involved, would, in most cases, form an insurmouat- 
.eble obstacle Uk the parties being heard before the tribunal where 
judgment must finally be given. And, further, in cases of this kind it 
BAUst frequently happen that the testimony will be voluminous, and the 
difficulty aiii expense of its transmission very considerable. And 
finally, documents forwarded a great distancj^are very liaUe to fair of 
'teaching their place of destination, in whicn case the admiiistratiim 
of jinstice might bei delayed, if not finally defeated, an^ the Church 
suffer reproach. Besides, the present provision in our Discipline is, 
in our opinion, too liable to «buse. Should any one of the Annual Con- 
Icolences think it proper to enter up(m any favourite enterprise^ for the 
success of which they might conceive it necessary to have agents 
operating without their own bounds, it would be no difficult matter to 
.place such brethren as would very well serve their case in a superan- 
nuated relalion. And if the object to be accomplished was of very 
deep interest, the liability of their agents to trial and suspension by a 
committee would hardly form an obstacle, especially as the final deci- 
sion of the ease wcmld be in their own power. In view of alL the 
difficulties to which the present provision is liable, we are inclined to 
vthe opinion that a different course might be devised, by which the ends 
of justice might be obtained more readily, and with greater certainqr, 
and in perfect accordance with our system of government. As the 
,tial and expulsion of a preacher are not. to be regarded simply as a pro- 
cess affecting only his ^relation to the Conference where he belongn, 
but are to all intents and purposes an expulsion from the itinerant con- 
nection, and from the Church ; and as the same rules for the trial Df 
preachers must govern the action of all the Annual Conferences, and 
the same rights and privileges are secure to all by the conslatution and 
Discipline of the Church, we are not apprized of any valid objection 
te the trial of travelling preachers by the Annual Conferences, in which 
Aey may reside at the time of the occurrence Of the of&nce of which 
they are accused. Indeed, it would seem that the principle of consti- 
tutionality in such a cotirse is fiiUy recognized by the Ge^ral Confiar- 
ence in the present provision : for if a Presiding Elder mav have 
jurisdiction over a superannuated preacher, residing within^his district, 
and out of, the bounds of his own Conference, so as to suspend him 
from aH official act# and privileges, which is the utmost extent of his 
authority iu regard to the preachers stationed in hie district ; it will be 
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jBffietdt, it is presumed, to raise vi^id constkutioilal objeetions to tbe 
jurisdictioQ of an Annual Conference to prosecute such cases to« final 
issue. And it can hardly be doubted that th«ke two great advantages 
would be secured by such a process — ^it would secure a more ready 
and easy access to testimony, especially such. as might be presumptive 
and circumstantial, on which, it is well known, the .final issue may-^ 
materially depend, and afibrd the accuser aiid accused the impor- 
tunity of appearing lace to fac^ to plead their own cause. And we' 
respectfully suggest whether a provision in some, respects similar 
might not be u^ade for the trial of local preachers in the ctKpuits where 
they are charged with committing ofilsnces. With these views^ we 
aubmit the subject to your consideration. Since the General Confer" 
ence provided for the appointment of preachers to the charge of semi- 
naries of learning, many institutions for the education of youth of botii 
tfexes have sprung up, preferring their claims to such appointments. 
Most of these schools have been originated by individuals, or associa- 
tions of individuals, having no other connection with an Annual Con- 
ference {ban such as consists in the courtesy of patronage, connected 
with the annual visits of a committee appointed for the purpose of at- 
tending their examinations, and reporting the results. In discharging 
the important and responsible duties of their office, your Superintend- 
ents have not been sa happy as to avoid difficulty from this depart 
ment ; and in some cases, their convictions of the limits of their author-. 
ity, in connection with their judgment of expediency, have compelled 
thoxn, though with the most friendly, reciprocal feelings, to differ from 
the views, and decline to meet the expressed wishes of Annual Con* 
Terences. And it is with the most sincere satisfaction that they refer 
their opinions and acts to this body, that if in error, as they* are cer* 
tainly liable to be, they may be c<NTected, and the whole body har« 
ioonized on all material points. There are two distinct cases in which 
the Superintendents are authorized to appoint preachers to institutions 
of learning' The one respects such institutions as are or may be 
under our superintendence, and the other, such as are not. Out of 
these cases several important questions have originated, which have 
been tbe ground of the difference of opinion of which we have just 
apoken. These questions may be stated as follows :— Ist. What is 
i^ecessary to constitute a seminary of learning so far under our guperm^ 
tendence as to bring i$ fairly within the rUle of the General Conference 
authorizing tbe aj^ointment of a preacher to it ? 2d. What classes of 
literary institutions was it the intention of the General Conference 
to embrace in this provision 7 3d. In providing for the appointment 
of jureachers to "seminaries of learning" not under our superintend- 
once, was it the intention of the General Conference to inchide all 
classes of iiterary institutions, if the appointment was requested by aii 
Annual Conference, or to liipit the appointment to seminaries of colle- 
giate literature ? 4th. la an appointment under this provision discre- 
tionary with the Superintendent, or does th^ request of an Annual 
Conference create an obligation as a matter of duty, ^ in the case of 
apf>ointments in the districts and circuits ? There are princess and 
interesis, in our opinion, involved in these questions, whioh have a 
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•peeial claim to the deliberate consideration of this body. From the 
numerous applications which are made for the appointment of preachen, 
to be school teachers, and agents for various institutions, it is to be 
feared that unless the subject be clearlj defined, and carefully guarded 
by suitable limitations and restrictions, our grand itinerant system may 
be impaired by .a virtual location of many valuable ministers, and the 
Church suffer in 8{HriAual interests, from the loss of useful laboim. 
There are at this time about seventy of the effective traveUing 
preachers employed as presidents, professors, principals, and teachers 
in literajry institutions, and as agents devoted to their interests. These 
ministers are selected from the several Aanmd Conferences with refer- 
ence to their qualifications for the 'duties of their station. They are 
ipen of talent, science, and learning, and many of them ministers of 
age and experience* And the calls for such appointments are con- 
stantly mukiplying on our hands * .While we readily and thankfully 
.aaknowledge the usefoiness of brethren en^loyed in this important 
department of our great work, we must be permitted to ^ubt whether 
the cause of God might not be more effectually and eztMisijrely pro- 
moted, if, to say the least, a very large proportion of these able min- 
isters, of Christ were exclusively devoted to the work of the gospel, 
ministry. And we respectfully suggest the inquiry whether pious and 
learned men may not be obtained from the loc^ ministry, or from the 
official or private membership, well qualified as teachers to advance 
the cause ^ education, and by this means bring into the regular field 
of itinerant labour a great weight of talent and infiuence now almost 
42Qn6ned to the precincts of academies and colleges. 

At the last session of this body, the publication of three religiovw 
periodicals was provided for, in addition to those previously esta- 
blished. They have now, it is presumed, been before the religious 
community a sufficient time to enable you to form an <^inion of their 
intrinsic merits as official papers, going forth to an enlightened and 
reading pec^le under the authority and pati^nage of the General Con- 
ference of we Methodist Episcopal Church, and of their usefulness in 
promoting the great enterprise in which we are engaged, by spreading 
abroad the light of gospel truth, advancing the interests of our import- 
ant institutions, and strengthening the bonds of peace and harmony in 
the Church* The influence of the periodical press, either for weal or 
wo» is too well ascertained to render it necessai^ for this body to be 
reminded d* the importance of throwing around it;, so far as it is'nnder 
ikm direction and patronage, those safeguards which shall preserve 
its purity, and render it subservient to the promotion of intellectual, 
moral, and religious improvement We have no ddubt but you will 
agree with us in sentiment, that our religious papers should take no 
part in the political warfare of the day--4hat they should never inter- 
fere with the civil institutions of the country — that they should promote, 
as &r as practicable, quietness, peace, and love among all Christian 
people, and especially iiw the Church by whose authority and patron)Gige 
they exist, and whose interests they are particularly designed to serve* 
Whatever might have been the views of the General Conference at 
^^ time of the establishment of these papers, it did not oocur to the 
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Si^cirixiiendento that they were to be mediams of meroantile or pro- 
fessional adverti8ement9. And ve respectfully submit it to your 
iiKi^ghtened judgment, whether it is consistent with the character of 
the Chttroh/aad the grand designs of her religious institutions, among 
which the periodical press is one of the nidst efficient, to make them 
such. We are not apprized whether recourse has been had to this 
Bieasure from coartesy to Mends in secular occupations, or for the 
purpose of realising funds sufficient to meet the expensed of publics^ 
tion. Bat with &e deference, we must be permitted to doubt 
whether the credit or the general interests of the Methodist Church 
will be promoted by the publication of a paper under the official sanc^ 
tion df the General Conference, which cannot obtain a patronage 
sufficient to meet its expenses wiUiout devoUng tts^ colunms to business 
advertisements. Your timely and judicious adnce to the Annual 
Ccmferences not to establish any more Conference papers has be«a 
respectfully regarded, so that no new paper has been polished by any 
Conference for the last four years, except one, which has since beea 
^8conti]ined> and it ie believed there is an increasing conviction in 
the Conferences generally, that it ia inexpedient to publish suoh papers. 
Several papers, however, are published, assuming to be in the interests 
of the Methodist Church, and edited by Methodist preachers, aasd 
whicii Bxe patronised to a considerable extent by many membera of 
several Annual Conferences. We are already admonished by the 
history of the past, how easy it is, tinder the popuhr pretext o( the 
right of free discussion, to disturb the harmony and peace of the 
Church, stir up strife and contention, alienate the aflection ot brethren 
from each other, and finally injure the cause of Christ. 

Applications from members and ministers of other Churches, with 
whom we are in Christian fellowship, are becoming m6re frequent, and 
a variety of opinions being entertained by preachers of age and experi- 
ence with regard to the manner of receiving them among us, the Disci> 
pline making no special provision in the case, we have thought it advisa- 
ble to bring the subject before you, with a view to the adopting a course 
which may harmonize the views and official action of all concerned, and 
manifest that spirit of Christian charity, which should always abound ' 
in the Church of Christ. It is only necessary for us to lay befcNre ydti 
the different opinions entertained on the subject, which, from the cha^ 
racter and number of those who hold them, are certainly entitled to 
respectful attention. With regard to private members of other 
Churches who make application for membership with us, it has been 
maintained on the one hand, that they should be admitted and remain 
cm trial for six months, as the Discipline provides, before thoy are 
reeeiveid into the Church; and on the other, that the qireumstanee of 
their being regular and approved members of other Chuifehes, with 
which we are in Christian fellowship, virtually answers th^ essenliail 
ends of the provision for a probationer, and consequently that they 
should be received into the Church without requiring such trial. The 
views which are entertained with respect to receiving ministers from 
€Kher Churches are not capable of eo simple a definition. But they 
may be summed up as follows ;— Many 9x0 of the <^ttai#fi^ tbait,,iti 
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common With all other persons, they shonld be admitted on trial, ai»i 
pass a probation of six months, before they are received as medibers 
of the Church*: that, bping received as such, they shonld obtain 
fecommendation and license, and graduate in the ministry, in strict 
conformity to the letter df the Disci|^ne, without regard to their ordi- 
nation by the constitutional authorities of the Churches from whi<^ 
they came. Others are of the opinion, that, coming to ub with accredit^ 
ed testimonials of their Christian piety and official standing, and giving 
satisfaction, on examination as the Discipline directs, with respect 
to their belief in our doctrine, and approval of our Diseipline, Uttsif' 
should be immediately received and accredited as ministers among us : 
and that on answering the questions, and taking upon them the solemii 
obligations of our ordination service, they should receive credentialft 
of authority to admim'ster the holy sacraments without the imposition 
of hanAs repeated by us, onlese they themselves shooM incline to it. 
These conflicting opinions, in connection with the fact that a number 
of ministers have been received among us in conformi^ to the latter 
view, seem to require that the General Conference take such order 
upon it as, in their wisdom, may be best calculated to produce una- 
nimity of sentiment and action, and promote Cl^istian confidence and 
affection between ourselves and other religious denominations, without 
Impairing any fundamental principle of oar order and government. 

Of your General Superintendents; six in number, three are enfeebled 
by labour, age, and infirmity. We are of one heart and on^ mind^, 
acknowledging our obligation according to our ability, and to the 
utmost extent of it, to serve the Church d* God in that highly-respon- 
sible office which you have committed to us ; but in view of our own 
weakness and the arduous work intrusted to us, with fear and much 
trembling we hare cause to exclaim, ^Who is sufficient for these 
things?" There are now twenty-eight Annua) Conferences repre- 
sented in this body, and in all probabihy the number will be conside- 
rably increased during your present session. These' embrace a 
country extending from New-Brunswick lo Texas, on the Atlantic 
coast and Gulf of Mexico, and from the sea-board to the vast ndrthem 
lakes, and to the territories on the Upper Mississippi and Missouri. 
The General Superintendents sustain the same relation to all these 
Conferences, and oar system requires that each should be annually 
visited. Between three and four thousand travelling preachers are to 
be appointed every year to their fields of ministerial labour. These 
appointments must be made with due regard to the qualifications, age, 
infirmities, and domestic circumstances of &is vast body of ministers, 
and with the same regard to the condition and wants of the millions 
of people to whom they are sent. To minds capable of grasping this 
vast machinery of onr itinerant system, it will readily appear diat an 
effective itinerant superintendence is indispensably necessary to keep 
it in regular, energetic, and successful operation. It must be effeetwe^ 
not imbecile; general, not sectional,' iitnerantn not local. Destitute 
of either of these prerequisites, the pro^aUe resuh would be a aisor- 
ganization of the system, and weakness and inefikieocy in all its partsw 
IxL the rdation we snstaim to yott as the hi^est jttdioatory of the 
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Ctoreb, aad to tli6 whole ittnerant co&necUon, it beieoiaec ut to l>e eau« 
lioDS and uuasBumiiig ia preseating you oar ^entime^to on a subjed 
like this, in which it may be supposed we have a spectid individual 
imprest. We will only suggest two points for your consideration, 
which, we are confident, will appear to you in the same light in whick 
we view them. The first is to preserve a sufficient number of elective 
iSuperintendents to secure io .the Conferences their regular annud 
visits, taking into view the number of Conferences, and their relative 
locations. And seccmd, that there be no greater number than is 
strictly necessary to accomplish this work, carefuily guarding against 
the increase of the numbers of labourers beyond the proportionate 
increase of the work, bearing in mind that if we would have labouring 
preachers, we must have labouring Superintendents. As the number 
of Annual Conferences increases, and the woik extends in. the staten 
and territories^ k becomes necessary to strengthen the General Supers 
intendency in due proportion* But as you will doubtless hare an able 
committee to examine and repcnrt on this important subject, we forbeanr 
any Inrther remarks in relation to it. Our niissioAaiy operationaf 
an^Bg the Indians, afid in Ibrei^ eountries^ especially on the contiv 
nent of Africa, are recommended to your special attention. The 
condition of the Indian tribes located on the western boundary line of 
Arkansas, and Missouri, and the territories on the Upper Mississippi 
and Missouri Rivers, calls aloud for united and vigorous efforts to 
dispense among them the light of the gospel, and the blessings of civil- 
ization. We are encouraged to such effort by the circumstance th«r 
there is an increasing disposition among most of the tribes to encour* 
age the labours of our missionaries, and improve their condition by the 
establishment of schools for the instruction of their elHldren in th& 
kiM>wledge of our laaguage, and in agriculture and mechanical arts. 

Since your last session, a plan has been devised, with the ^pro» 
bation of the officers and Board of Managers of the Parent Missionary 
Society, to estal^sh a Central Indian Manual Labour School, wi^- 
ibe design of collecting and teaching the native children of the seye« 
ral adjacent tribes. The plan has been submitted to the executive 
department of the national government having the superintendence 
of Indian affairs, and has met with a favourable and encouraging 
consideration ; and we are much indebted to the officers and agents 
of the civil government in, and adjacent to, tiie Indiiua country, for the 
extensive aid they have given in the establishment of the institution,, 
both by employing their influence in recommending it to the ludiansi 
and advising in its structure and organization. This school is already,. 
to a considerable extent, in successful operation. Native children 
from five different tribes are collected, and men from these tribes have 
visited the institution, and have very generally been satisfied with its. 
government and objects. We cannot but regard this establishment as 
Sill of promise of lasting benefits tp the Indian race. But as a de- 
tailed report of its organization, designs, and prospects, will como 
before you, we will only add our earnest recommendation of the plan 
to your deliberate consideration, with regard to the present condition-, 
and wants of the Indians, and its adaptation to the great objects it i^,^ 



dfieigned ta ftocovq^sli— *tbe voBretmoa of ^ huBikM to Ae Clixm* 
tiaik faith, iind their improireiiieitt to all the aits waA habits of civilised 
lile. Aad we would farther TeeommeBd an inquiry into the expediency 
of establishing one or more instiiiitions at suitable locations in the Indian 
ooantry, on the same plan, and lor the same pnrposes. 

To Afiiea we look with the deepest 8<dicitude. Our sympathies, 
prayers, and efforts^ mingle on her coasts. In our nnssionsry enter* 
prise, commenced in Liberia, we aim at the conyersiea of a continent 
to God* The handful of precious seed which has been sown in that 
infant colony, and watered by the tears and prayers of tile missioxi- 
aries and the Churchy shell spring up and ripen to be sown again with 
a hundred'fold incrc^ase, till Afiida shall become one fruitful field, col* 
liVated in righteousness. Although a number of faithful and devoted 
missionaries hare fallen in that field of li^Mur, we should by no means 
be discomraged in the prosecution of so great a work. They haw 
fallen asleep, but they sleep in the Lora. And being dead they 
still speak ; and the voice from their tombs, is ii call to the Church o^ 
Christ on the American continent to emulate their holy zeal» and fill 
up the ranks from which they have been removed. We have'no donbt 
but you will be disposed to take some efficient measures for die consti^ 
tmional organization of the Liberia Aimual Conference, and to provide 
far the ordination of ministers in their own country, that the infant African 
Chiuch may be duly and regularly supplied, not only with the ministiy 
<^ the word, but also with the holy sacraments. The character which 
the Oregon Mission has recently assumed, is wdl calculated to invite 
your particidar attention to that extensive and tmportatit field of mis- 
sionary enterprise. We can have little doubt that, with the blessing^ 
of God attending our effarts, the time will arrive, when the interests 
of the missionary cdony, and the success of the work among the abo- 
itginal tribes, will call fi>r the organization of an Annual Conference ia 
that vast territory. And our grand dbjec^ should be to preserve one 
harmonious compact, in the unity of the Spirit, and the bonds of peace ; 
and that Methodism may be one on either side of the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans, and on all the islands of the sea. 

" And mniffltenw rifle and oceani rofl» , 
^To saver vs in vauj." 

It was doubtless a.wise and safe provision, that copies of the records 
of the proceedings of the Annual Conferences should be forwarded to 
the General Coi^erence for examination. By this means the General 
Conference may obtain* the knowledge of\he official acts of diose 
bodies from evidence which cannot be disputed or contravened, and 
consequently they may correct errors in their proceedings, if found to 
eidst, on the simple authority c^ official records. We regret to say 
that, in our opinion, this judicious provision has not been sufficiently 
regarded, either on the part of the Annual Conferences in forwarding 
^pies of these records, or on the part of the General Conference in a 
cfareful inspection of them. As these records contain, not only the 
official transactions of the Conferences, having an important connection 
with &e government and general imerests 6f the Church, but also fre« 
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quently embrace the opinions of the Sttperhitendentd on questions of 
law and the aihdufifttratiOB df discipline ; and as it is the constitntiontd 
prerogative of this body to correct what is emmeoos in these transac- 
tions and opinions, with an earnest desire that all things may be done, 
in every official department of the Church, in strict conformity to her 
oonstitiition and Discipline, we recommend a careful exammatioh of 
these records at your present session. 

Finally, brethren, we commend you and outselves, and the mini^ 
ten and people connected with us in the bonds of the gospel of Christ, 
to the guidance and protection of the great Head of the Church, whose 
we are, and whom we serve ; sincerely and ahiently pray^g that your 
delU)eration8, with all their results, may be under the infiuenoe of that 
wisdom which is from above ; which is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy 
to be entreated ; full of mercy and good iruits, without partiaHty or 
b3rpocri8y. 

We are, dear brethren; sincerely and affectionately yours, in the 
unity and fellowship of the gospel of Christ, 

R. R. ROBSRTS, ' 

Joshua Soulb, 
E. H^Dbmo, 
Jame9 O. Andrsik;', 
B. Wauoh, 
Thomas A. Mounts. 
Baltimarey May 4th, 1840. 



B.— ADDRESS QF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE. 

Address of the British Conference to the Bishops and Members of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America. 

Vbrt Dear Brethren,— We gratefully avail ourselves of this 
opportunity to renew the tokens of our fraternal intercourse with you ; 
and, while we unfeignedly rejoice in all the blessings with which it 
has pleased Almighty God to accompany your cares and labours, we 
devoutly pray that " mercy unto you, and peace, and love" may be y^ 
more abundantly ** multiplied, from God the Father, and from &e Lord 
Jesus, the Son of the Father, in truth and love." 

It has afforded us great satisfaction to hear from different <^artefs 
of 3rour continued prosperity, and especially to receive the personal 
eommunications whish have been made to us at this Conference by 
the Rev. Dr. Olin. We are thankful that, notwithstanding the languor 
of indisposition, this esteemed minister in your Church, and our be* 
loved brother, has been able to attend several of the sittings of the 
Conferencev and to address us, at considor&ble length, on topics which 
are more than usually gratifying to our best affections* Most sincerely 
dp we hope that God will, in his goodness, more fully restore his health, 
and prepare him, by an increase of vigour, and of every spiritual gift, 
hmg to occupy the important statioa which, to speak acoov^ng «o the 
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views aad feelings of frail mortality, has been so premaHirely left 
Tacant by the decease of'the excellent and lamentec^Dr. Fisk. 

Frooi a wish to perpetuate a free and familiar intevchaage of kindly 
offices with you, m the way which we doubt not is most agreeable to 
you as well as to ourselves, we have requested our dear friend and 
brother, the Rev. Robert Newton, to visit you at your next Gei^ral 
Conference. To enlarge on the high regard which we ent^tain foY 
our hQnoured messenger — ^a regard which he has justly merited by his 
unweariable and faithful services in every province of our work, and 
by the exemplary manner in which he has» at two difierent times, sus- 
tained the most momentous office in our body--woold be a welcome 
lask to us ; for it is pleasant to speak of those whom we love : but it 
is, on the present occasion, perfectly unnecessary. You are not unac- 
quainted with the character which he bears. in this country ; and yon 
will receive him as a chosen representative of the British Conference, 
and as one in whose views and principles we repose entire con- 
fidence. 

The subject which has this year engrossed no small portion of our 
attention, cannot fail to awaken the deepest interest in every part of 
the Wesleyan oommnnity throughout the globe. You will anticipate 
our reference to the close of the first century of our existence as an 
organized religious society. On a review of the hundred years whicli 
have now reached their termination, we humbly acknowledge and adore 
the mercy of God, who marvellously raised up our ever»revered fathers 
as the instruments, in his hands, of so extensive a revival of primitive 
Christianity ; who has preserved us, as a connection, in the midst of 
many conflicts and changes ; and who has granted us, at this time, so 
cordial a sense of attachment, which we trust that nothing »hall ever 
be permitted to abate, to the doctrines, spirit, and usages of those vene- 
rated men who now rest in eternal peace. May the Lord God of our fore- 
elderS) and of all who fear his most holy name, bestow upon us a larger 
measure of his Spirit's grace, and grant that the second century of the 
Wesleyan Society may be markel by still more illustrious di8pla3rs 
of his pow^ and love iu the Church universal, and in the world ! 

But while we freely indulge in sentiments such as these, we can- 
not forget that on one subject especially — ^the subject of American 
slavery — ^you, our beloved brethren, are placed in circumstances of- 
painful trial and perplexity. We enter, with brotheriy S3rmpathy, into 
the peculiar situation which you are now called to occupy. But, oa 
this quesUon, we beg to refer you to what occurs in our Address to 
you from the Conference of 1836, a proper copy of which will bfr 
handed to you by our representative ; as also to the contents of our 
preceding letter of 1835. To the principles which we have affection- 
ately but honestly declared in these two documents we still adhere, 
with a full conviction of their Christian truth and justice. 

The time which has elapsed, and the events which have taken jdaee^ 
since the preparation of the above-motioned papers^ serve only to 
conbrm us yet more in our views of the moral evil of slavery. Far be 
it from us to advocate violent and ill-considered measures. We are, 
however, strongly and unequivocally of opinion that M is, at this tiate^ 
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the paramomit Christian duty of ^ the ministers of our most mercifti^ 
Lord in your country ufroaintain'the principle of 0|^sition to slaverr^ 
with tamest zeal, and unflinching firmness. May we not also be af^ 
lowed, with the heart-felt solicitude of fraternal love, to entreat that 
you will not emit or qualify the noble testimony which we have ex- 
tracted, in a note to our Address, from your Book of Discipline, but 
that you will continue to^insert it there in its primitive and unimpaired 
integrity? ^ * 

And now, very dear brethren, we commend you to the protection 
and mercies of the " only wise God, our Saviour," with united prayers 
that you, and all who labour with you in the word and doctrine, widi 
the multitudes who are happily brought to share in your Christian fel- 
lowship, may enjoy a richer efibsion of the Holy Spirit's promised 
unction, and may at last be " presented faultless before the presence 
of our common Saviour's ** glory." To Sim be " glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen." 
Signed, by order of the Conference, 

^ Theophilits Lesset, Prendent, 

lAoerpoal, August 16, 1839. 



C— ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

Ansuier of the General Conference of the Methodist Eptscopcd Ckurch"^ > 
To the Reverend the President and Members of the Wesleuan Metkfh* 
dist Conference in Great Britain. 

Honoured and Very Dear Brethren, — We acknowledge with 
grateful emotions the reception of your letters at the hand of your ex- 
cellent representative, our honoured and esteemed brother, the Rev. 
Robert Newton, whose visit, as your messenger, we esteem the best 
and kindest proof you could have given of your love for us, and desire 
to promote our blessed unity. His bright example of love and courtesy, 
simplicity and dignity in Conference, and of pure essential Methodism, 
full of faith and charity, abounding in hope, rejoicing only in Christ 
Jesus, and knowing no respite from labour, in his public ministry, has 
been alike edifying and refreshing to us ; while also, we have felt our 
hearts warmed thereby, and drawn closely to you in affectioi^, partakers 
of the same spirit with you, walking by the same rule, minding the 
same thing, one people, and our name one in the Lord Jesus. 

And it will not be unwelcome to you that we add, further, an ex- 
pression of the gratification it has afforded us to be favoured wit& the 
presence of our beloved and endeared brother, Mr. Harvard, and our 
friend Mr. Richie, of the district of Lower Canada, and of Mr. Presi- 
dent Stinson, and the excellent brethren, John and Edgerton Ryerson, 
representatives of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Upper Canada. 
May the God of our common fathers make you a thousand times so 
many more as ye are, and bless you, that from you the word of the 
Loid may sound out unto all people as unto us at the beginning, and 
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Ike fruits of your labonrs be mnltip\ied in all ihe esrA, to the glorjof 
l3od, by the power of the Holy Ghost, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
^ We fully ufiiie with you, dear brethren, in the expression you give 
of your eordial and even jealous attachment to the principles) doctrines, 
and usages of Methodism, as established under the heaven-directed 
ministry of our venerated fathers. Those principles, doctrines, and 
usages we have especially felt that we were. called to review, (and 
reviewing them, have taken, we trust, still closer to our hearts,) on the 
great occasion of our first centennial jubilee. This has been a joyful 
time with us, even as with jrou, our whole communicm joining in extra- 
ordinary acts of devotion and offerings to the Lord, giving gmt^ul evi- 
dence of our common character the world over, and covenanting* to 
keep Methodism still unworldly and spiritual, abounding in charitj, a 
work of righteousness and peace, rendering unto Cesar the thugs that 
are Cesar's, and ]unto God the things that are God's. 

We greatly rejoice, and give thanks unto the Lord for all yoor 
prosperity, brethren, and especially for your peaceful state, and the 
success of your missions. Missionary zeal, founded in love, is the 
vital pulse of Methodism, the purity and fruitfulness of which, in its 
home department, depend on the active sympathy there with the work 
abroad. Methodism, indeed, might not so much as exist in a narrower 
parish than the world, nor act on any other than her own gospel prin- 
ciple of equal duty to all tongues and kindreds. Actuated by this prin- 
ciple, we have laboured to carry the gospel into every part of our great 
country ; and now into Texas, the territory of Oregon, South America, 
and Africa, at the entrance of Liberia, on the western coast. But, alas, 
how feeble and insufficient are our efforts to accomplish, to any con- 
siderable degree, the great work of evangelizing mankind ! W6 long 
lor the salvation of God to become universal. 

The unusual and unwelcome fact of a decrease in our numbers 
the year previous to our last General Conference, and to which you 
so kindly and piously allude in your letter of August following, induoed 
much searching of heart, both among our preachers and people ; and, 
through God's abounding grace, we have not been afflicted since on a 
like account. At that time our numbers were-^-of travelling preachers, 
2,781, and of members, 650,678. And in September last they were— 
of travelling preachers 3,296, and members 740,459 ; showing an 
increase of 515 travelling preachers, and 89,761 members, since our 
last General Conference. We record it with thanksgiving, though we 
reckon not our strength by numbers. 

We have considered, with affectionate respect and confidence, yonr 
brotherty suggestions concerning slavery, and most cheerfully return 
an unreserved answer to them. And we do so the rather^ brethren, 
because of the numerous prejudicial statements which have been put 
forth in certain quarters to the wounding of the Church. We assure 
you then, brethren, that we have adopted no new principle or rule of 
discipline respecting slavery since the time of our apostolic Asburv; 
neither do we mean to adopt any. In our General Rules, (called the 
"General Rules of the United Societies,'' and which are of constitu- 
tional authority in our Church,) '* ih6 buying and s$lting ijf mefh x 
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and Midrm, wkh an inietUim to enshmihem^ is expressly prohibited ; 
and in the same words, subatentially, which hare been used for the 
rule since 1702. ^d the extract of part ii, section 10, of our Book 
of Discipline, which yon quote with approbation, and denominate " a 
noUe testimony," is stiH of force to the same extent that it has been 
for many years; nor do we entertain* any purpose to omit or qualify 
this section. Or any part thereof. For while we should regard it a sore 
evil to divert Methodism from her proper work of" spreading Stripiure 
holiness wer these Jon^,'* to questions of temporal import*, involring the 
rights t>f Cesar, yet are we not the less minded on that account to pro- 
mote and set forward all humane and generous actions, or to prevent, 
to the utmost of our power, such as are evil and unchristian. It is' 
our first desire^ after piety toward God, to be ** mertiful cfter our power ; 
us we haoe opportunity, diing good of every possible sort, and as far as 
possible to dl men** — " to their bodies^ but especially, and above afl, ** to 
their souls r 

Of these United States, (to the government and laws of which» 
** aoconAi^g to the division Of power made to them by the constitution 
of the Union, and the constitutions of the several states," we owe, and 
delight to render, a sincere and patriotic loyalty,) there are sevend 
which do not allow of slavery. There are others in wluch it ik allow* 
od, and there are slaves ; but the tendency of the laws, and the minds 
of the majority of the people, are in favour of emancipation. But 
there are others in which slavery exists so universally, and is so closely 
interwoven wi& their civil institnUons, that both do the laws disallow 
of emancipation, and the great body <^ the people (the source of laws 
with us) hold it' to be treasonable to set forth anything, by word or 
deed, tending that way. Each one of all these states is independent 
of the rest and sovereign, with respect to its internal government, (as 
much so as if ^ere existed no confederation among them for ends of 
common interest,) aiki therefore it is impossible to frame a rule on 
slavery proper for our people in all the states alike. But our Church 
is extended through all the states, and as it would be wrong and un« 
scriptural to enact a rule of discipline- in opposition to the constitution 
Mad laws of the state on this subject, so also would it not be equitable 
or Scriptural to confound the positions of *our ministers and people (so 
different as tk9y are in different states) with respect to the moral ques- 
tion which slavery involves. 

Under the administration of the Venerated Dr. Coke, this plain 
distinction was once dverlooked, and it was attempted to urge emanci- 
patioD in dU the states ; but the attempt pt^ed almost ruinous, and was 
soon abandoned by the doctor himself. [While, therefore, the Church 
has oicouraged mnancipation in those states where the laws permit 
it) and.allowed the freed-maa to enjoy freedom, we have refrained, for 
conaeisnce' sake from all intermeddling with the subject in those other 
states where the laws make it criminal?\ And such a course we think 
agreeable to the Scriptures, and indicted by St. Paul's inspired 
instruction to servants in his First Epistle to the Corin^ians, chap, 
ai, ver.,20, 21. For if servants were not to care for their servitu^ 
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wben tbey might not be free, though if they might be free they should 
iiee it rather ; sp, neither should masters be condemned for not setting 
them free when they might not do so, though t^they might they should 
do so rather. \^he question of the evil of slavery, abstractedly con- 
sidered, you will readily perceive, brethren, is a very different raatt^ 
/from a principle or rule of Chjirch discipline to be executed contrary 
to, and in defiance, of, the law of the land. Methodism hisis always 
been (except perhaps in the single instance above) eminentiiy loyal and 

K[>motive of good order ; andso we desire it may ever continue to be, 
th in Europe and AmericaT^With this sentiment we conclude the 
subject, adding only the corroborating language of your nokle Mis- 
sionary Society, by the revered and lamented Watson, in their instruc- 
tions to missionaries, published in the Report of 1833, as follows : — 

'* As in the colonies in which you are qiUled to labour a great pro- 
portion of the inhabitants are in a state of slavery, the committee 
most strongly call to your remembrance what was so fully stated to 
you when you were accepted as a missionary to the West Indies, that 
your only business is to promote the moral and religious improvement 
of the slaves to whom you may have access, without, in the least 
degree, in public or private, interfering with their civil ccmdition." 

We have judged it necessary, for the preservation of the children 
of our people from irreligious or unmethodistical principles while pur- 
suing their education at a distance from home, and for the maintenance 
of a due proportion of influence in this great country, to encourage the 
establishment of schools and colleges under the control of our Annual 
Conferences, at which a liberal education shodld be afforded in inti- 
mate and graceful connection with Christian. ti:ainin^. Accordingly 
we have now twelve collegiate and twenty-one academic institutions 
thus established, which, though not as amply endowed as they require 
to be, are doing well, and we hope will continue to do well. 
. Permit us, reverend and dear brethren, to r^fer you to our most 
honoured and beloved brother, Mr. Newton, for any fiurther information 
you may desire on the above subject, or the present state of our affairs 
in general. And again we thank you for having sent him to us, whose 
name, had long been known as that of one whose noble efforts in the 
cayse of Christ had placed him with our Bensons* Watsons, Clarices, 
and Buntings, men who have lived for the whole world, and for 
Methodism in all the world. And we pray for his ssfe return, to you, 
and that it may please God our heavenly Father to make him more 
and more useful among you, even to old age. If it shall please God 
that our venerated and beloved Bishop Soule shall be in health to do 
so, and the wiork can possibly aUow it, we expect him to make it con- 
venient to visit your Conference two years hence; and we have ap- 
pointed one of our body to accompany him to you, or if the Bishop 
cannot go, to represent us fully at that time. And we solicit, brethren, 
a continuation of this so pleasant and profitable interchange, at our 
next General Conference. 

Finally, brethren, we commend you to God's nM)st gracious bless* 
ingy praying for you in the love oi our Lord and Saviom Jesus Christ, 
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(as you also do for us,) that you may be enriched with all spintoal 

blessings in Chiist Jesus, and abound in good works, to the glory of 

God, among all people, and for evermore. 
Signed in behalf of the General Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, held in Baltimore, Md., May, 1640. 

R. R. Roberts, 
Joshua Soujle, 
Elijah Hxddino, 
Jas. O. Andrew, 
B^VEELT Wauoh, 
Thos. a. Morris. . 
John A. Collins, Secretary. 



D.— REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED 

FUND. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the Chartered 
Fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the United States of 
America, in conformity with the provisions of the charter, have had the 
same under consideration, and beg leave to report :— 

That the trustees have been faithful and diligent in the discharge of 
the duties of their office, and are entitled to the confidence and gratitude 
of the church for the manner in which they have watched over the 
interest of this important institution. 

The amount of stock, on the Ist of January, 1840, amounted to 
$34,009 74. 

The avails, investments, dividends, &c., have been paid Oiiet to di0 
several Conferences ; and we refer to the accounts accompanying the 
report of the trustees for a full and particular, statement of aU the re* 
ceipts and expenditures of the past four years. 

Two of the members of the Board have been removed by death from 
the scenes of their toOs and labours on earth to the rewards and bless- 
edness of heaven — Alexander Cook and Thomas Jackson, men wdl 
known and highly esteemed, and whose loss we sincerely deplore. 

Your committee beg leave to submit the following resolutions \*-*^ 

1. Resolved, by the members of the General Conference, That we 
have undiminished confidence in the zeal, integrity, and ability of the 
Trustees of the Chartered Fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and hereby tender to them our acknowledgments for the faithful and 
successful manner in which they have performed the duties of their 
office. 

2. Resolved, That we have heard, with deep sensibility, of the death 
of Alexander Cook and Thomas Jackson, two of the members of the 
Board of Trustees, and sincerely condole with the relatives and friendi 
of the deceased in the loss which they have been called to sustain. 

3. Resolved, That Samuel Neal and Thomas Wilmer, of the kitjr 
of Philadelphia, be, and they are hereby chosen and appointed Tros* 
tees of the Chartered Fund, to fill the vacancies occasioned by dif 
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death of Messrs. Cook and Jackson ; tike nominatioiiB hatisg been 
made to the Conferenee in confonnity to the provisions of & ifaird 
article of the charter. 

4. Resolred, That a corticate of the choice* and appointment of 
Samuel Neal and Thomas WHmer, as Trustees of the Chartered Fund, 
signed by the President and countersigned by the Secretary of this 
Conference, be issued, and directed to the Trustees of the said corpc 
ration, to the end that said certificate may be registered in the books 
of the corporation, and that the persons thus chosen and appointed 
may enjoy all the power and immunities of members of the corporation 
as aforesaid. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

N. Bangs, Chairman. 

Baltimore^ May 29, 1840. 



E—PASTORAL ADDRESS. 

DsAnirT Bsuiv&D B&ETH&sKy— As the representatives of the 
several Annual Conferences in General Conference assembled, we as- 
Mme the pleasing duty of addressing to you our Christian salutations : 
^ Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ," both now and for. ever. 

In reviewing the history of the past four years, while we see some 
occ^siona for humiliation before God, we see much iu'the dealings of 
our heavenly Father with us which calls aloud for gratitude and praise. 
Hie unwelcome and startling fact of a diminutum of the murders in 
uddy had awakened in our minds great solicitude. Fearing lest we 
had so far departed from 4Mir original purity of character as to be cursed 
with barrenness, and to give place to others whom God woidd consti- 
tute more appro{»iate instruments in achieving the moral renovation of 
thft world, we sent up our cry to heaven, '* Spare thy people, O Lord, 
and give not thine heritage to reproach." At this point in our histc»y 
we veiy justly concluded that instead of indulging in fruitless specula- 
tioBs upon the causes which had brought about this state of things, it 
became us to gird ourselves for new exertions, and to look up to the 

Eat Head, of the church for a renewed and signal manifestation of 
power and grace, to raise the fainting spirits and cheer the tremh- 
ling hearts of the armies of our Israel. And how wonderiully have 
one efforts been succeeded ! Truly may we say, ** In a little wrath he 
hid his face from us, for a moment, but with everlasting kindness" has 
hfi had ** mercy upon us." 

Withia the last year the state of the American Methodist Church 
bBft assumed a most interesting and cheering aspect. The spirit of 
mee and supplication has been poured out upon her, and her converts 
Jianie beea ^eatiy multiplied. Extensive and powerful revivals have 
been repotted through oiir excellent periodicals, from almost every 
foint of thfr wide fieU oooupied by. our r^jular itinerant ministry, or 



Pasiwrid Addteis. 159 

• 
by 9ar mbdicmaxies. Mnkitodes of faOeii and miserable men Imve been 
happily renovated and brought within the pale of the church. Many 
desolate and barren fields have become as the garden of the Lord; 
presenting to the gaze of the world the variegated tints of moral beauty, 
sending up to heaven the sweet odours of pure devotion, and yielding 
the precious fruits of righteousness, to the glory and honour of God. 

The first ceMemry fif Methodism has brought with it a state of great 
enlargement and prosperity. The pious zeal whiph you exhibited in 
the ai^ropriate celebration of this new era . in our history, and the 
liberal offerings you presented to the church, exhibit a praiseworthy 
regard for her institutions, and doubtless constitute a sacrifice with 
which God is well pleased. Though, on this interesting occasion, 
you did no more than was your duty to do, God blessed you in the 
deed. Having brought your tithes into the store-house of the Lord, 
and proved him therewith, he has poured you out a blessijiig that there 
is> scarcely room to contain. 

It affords us great pleasure to witness the strong tendency which de* 
velops itself among the Methodists to adhere to the peculiar principles 
which have «haractenzed them from the beginning, and to remain oae 
and indissoluble. Though some have entered into " doubtful disputa^ 
tions," and a few of our societies have been hurtfully agitated, yet, to 
the honour of our enlightened membership, and to \h» glory of God« 
would we at this time express our solemn conviction, that the great 
mass of our people have remained '' firm as a wall of brass" 'midst 
the commotions of conf ictmg elements. There seems at this moafent 
far less occasion to fear from the causes oi dissensipn than there was 
at the last meeting of this Conference. Indeed, brethren, we have no 
doubt but if we sJl continue to " walk by the same rule, and to mind 
the same things," in which in the order of God we have been instructed^ 
'' the gates of hell shall not prevail against us," and the enemy wh0 
would divide and scatter, in order to destroy us, will be disappoiated* 

Since the commencement of the present session of ^e General 
Conference, memorials have been presented, principally from the 
northern and eastern divisions of the work, some praying for the action 
of the Conference on the subject of slavery, and others aakinf for 
radical changes in the economy of the church. The results of tlie 
deliberations of the committees to whom these memorials had a re* 
«pectful reference, and the final action of the Conference upon thenr, 
may be seen among the doings of this body, as reported and pnblishedL 
The issue in several instances is probably difierent from what the me* 
morialists may have thought they had reason to expect. But it is to be 
hoped they will not suppose the General Conference has either denied 
them any legitimate right, or been wanting in a prop^ respect for 
their opinions. Sach i» the diversity of hiS>its of tlKmght, manners, 
customs, and domestic relations among the people of this vast Repnb* 
lic, and such the diversity of the institutions of the sovereign state* of 
the confederacy, that it is not to be supposed an easy task to suit all^ 
the incidental circumstances of our economy to the views and feelinns 
of the vast mass of minds interested. We pray, therefore, that breth- 
ren whose views may have been crossed by the acta of this Conlini^ 
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61166, wilt at least give us'the credit of having acted in good faitb, and 
of not having regarded private ends or party interests, but the best 
good of the whole family of American Methodists. 

Radical changes in our economy are conceived to be fraught with 
danger. After having so. long, and under such a variety of circnm* 
stances, proved the efficiency of our existing institutions, we conceive 
diat it is now no time to go into untried experiments. The leading 
features of our excellent Book of Discipline, we have every reason to 
believe, commend themselves alike to the enlightened judgments and 
to the pious feelings of the great mass of our people. Upon this sub* 
ject they hold the sentiment expressed in the language of our Lord : 
**No man having drunk old wine straightway desireth new, for he 
saith the old is better.** They desire to continue oi^ in the same tried 
path, and preserve, in its simplicity and purity, Methodism as we re- 
eeived it ftma our fathers. With these convictions, we should prove 
recreant to the trust committed to us were we in the slightest degree 
to yield to ^e spirit of innovation. 

After this free expression of our views and feelings in relation to 
those great interests which naturally come under review in such a 
communication, will you, brethren, permit us, as your pastors and ser- 
vants, for Jesus* sake, to " stir up your pure minds by way of remem- 
brance," in relation to several important duties, which at the present 
time especially demand your utmost care and diligence ?^— 

1. In addition to the ordinary means of grace to which we are bound 
to attend as Christians, there are certain duties which are obligatory 
on us as Methodists. Among these are our doss meetings and lave 
feasts. Numerous melancholy instances have proved that these 
means cannot be wantonly neglected by our people without the loss of 
their religious comfort, a total paralysis of their spiritual energies, and 
utter uselessness in the church. As you then desire to be useful, to 
be happy, and to glorify God in this life and that which is to come, we 
beseedk you, brethren, never for a moment decline in your attention to 
these precious means of grace. 

2. Exercise the utmost vigilance and care over the moral and reli- 
gious training of the rising generaticm. In a very few days we shall be 
with our fathers : and it is for us now to say what influence our children 
shall exert upon the condition of society, and the destinies of the 
world, when we are no more. Give your infant offspring to God in 
holv baptism. When they are of sufficient age, put them into the 
sabbath school, impart to them personal religious instruction, pray in- 
cessantly for their conversion and salvation, and by all means, if possi- 
ble, give them the advantages of the excellent institutions of learning 
which have been reared by your benevolent and praiseworthy exerticms. 

3. We would also apprize you who are heads of families of the vast 
importance of supplying those committed to your trust with snch 
reading as will have a tendency to make them wiser and better. Pre- 
occupy their attention with our excellent books and periodicals, and to 
the utmost of your power guard them against the dreadful tide of froth 
and corruption which is making such ravages upon the intellectual and 
moral character of the age, under the general title of novels. Thess 
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pubBcatsoAff, widi rery few exceptions, like the dreadfid sirocco, blast, 
«iid with^xt, «&d destroy vbe^reTer tbey cdnie^ Superinduciiig a state 
o( intellectual languor, and blunting the moral feelings, they prepare 
-tbe young mind ^r %hid ynore open and decided demonstrations of error, 
^ tke-Tiirioiis fonns of infidelity, or midtb it an easy prey to the s^'- 
ductions (d vioe. Recollect that- "to the hungry soul erety bitter 
thing isr swoet" T^e care, tlien, to supply the appropriate aliment 
^itkemmi iik^saffieieiit vatieqr and tbundance, that there tobj be left 
no opening for Ihe entrance of tl|9Se mischievous agents. 
' 4. We fiirtliermore exhort yo«, brethren, not to forget the high and 
holy object of our organization. We profess t6 be '^a compairy of 
ifteift httTing the fomt and seeking the power ^f godliness ; united in 
order tp pray together, to receive the word of exhortation, and to help 
each other work out their BalvaMon.** We are a voluntary association, 
orgaliiiaBd, as we believe, according to the will of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for purposes of a purely spiritual nature. It was with reiferende . 
to our mutual spiritual edification ^at' we struck hands before' God's 
altar, ^and gave to each olher pledges of i\iture fidelity. Let us th^ 
labour to &e utmost to do each other good, praying for one another, 
** bearing each other's' burdens, ttrid so fulfilling the law of Christ," 
** forgiving one another if any hav6 a quarrel against another." Our 
obligations x» these duties we took upon ourselves Voluntarily, and 
under the most solemn cit^umstances. Can we then lightly cast thefli 
toSyOr olaifn them at the hands of others, when we will not discharge 
them oonelves ? Nay, brethren, they are mutual, perpetual, inviolable. 

5. We exhort and beseech you, brethren, by llie tender mercies of 
our Grod, that you strive for the ^ mind that was in Christ Jesus.** Be 
not content with mere childhood in religion ; but, ''having the prinei* 
pies of the doctrines of Chriist, go on unto perfection." The doctrine of 
€niik0 ^n^i^c0tioH constitfites « leading feature of original Methodism! 
But let us not suppose it enough to have this doctrine in our standards : 
let us' labour to have the experieftee and the potoer of it jin our hearts. 
Be assmred, brethren, ttiat if our influence and usefulness, as a reUr 
gions connmrnity, depend upon one thing more than any otiher, it is 
upon our curying out the^ great doctrine of sanetification in our life 
and conversation. When we fail to do this; then shall 'we lose our 
pre-emhieiice; tod the halo of gloiy which surrounded the heads, and 
Ut up thb f»th of our saiAted fathers, will have departed from their un- 
w<HrUiy sons. O, brethren, let your motto be, "Holiness to the Lord.** 
'^Aiid'may the -CM of peace santHify yoo wholly, and we pray God, 
that your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved blameless 
unto the comif^ of our Lord Jeares Christ. Faithful is he that called 
3PO», rirho also will do it." 

"Finally, brethren, whatsoiBver things are true, whatsoever things ai^ 
faliest» whalsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso- 
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if there 
be any virtue, if there he any praise, diink dn these tnihgs." And 
now, we " commend yvMi t€f €fod and the word of his grace, who is 
•U^ to-bidd yon qp,* and to §^ve yon an inheritanci3 among them tiial 
«re sanctified." Amsn. '^^« 

#1 
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F^RBPORT OP THE OOMBOTTEi; ON EDUCATION. 



The Comniiuee on Eds^atiKm beg l«fkV9 1^ import, AhI tba 
Uon9 of learDing namecl in the foUowing sebedule Wve hum namok' 
ed to them as being under the frntronagei m9i Wf^e m \em mdflr ibv 
:eout7Qt, of the JLanual .ConfereiDBes. withia whose temione» tiie]f ate 
located. Tbej are na^ed in the order in whidd the CenleiiNicas suad 
on the roll of the General ConfereiB^, tue* :^^ 

New-York Coqfcxence.-^Wealeyan UmTenity, WUltf PkinA Aead-* 
0iny, and Aimenia Semiaary. 

. New-England Ccoiferaace. — ^Wesleyen Unmnitfi «*d WilfanJuMi 
Academy. 

Maine Confereace. — ^MainA Weeleyan Seialnarf. 
. New-Hampshfare Conference. — ^NewhoiySeniiiiaiy^AiidSivikStew^ 
iKiarkei Seminary.. 

Troy CQnfer6neB.^>^Troy Conievence Aeadevy. 
, pittabi^g Conference.--^AUeghai]^ College^ 
Ene Conf(^rence.— <Alleghaxi^ Couege. 
Blftck River Conference^— Gonrernenr High School. 
. . ^ Oneida Conference. — Gonverneur Weal^ras*^ Sewnaiy« 
/ Michigan Conference. — Norwalk Seminary, Hmon co.; OUa - 
^ QeDi^eee Conference .-^G^esee Wesleyan Semitoary* 
' Ohio Conference. — ^Worthingtcn Female Seminary, AngwtaCcUel^ 
Blendon Ypuiig Men's Seminary, and Canton Female SeniiaBarf . • 
. Missouri Conference.-^t. Charles CoUege. 
Illinois Conference. — ^MlCendreean College* 
Kentucky Conference.— Augusta CoUege. 
X. Indiana Cooferenee^-r-Asbuiy UniTorsity. 

Holston Conferflnce.--^Heniy and EoMvy College, and Ho bl o a 
College. 

Tennessee Coqferenqe.-^-^Ija Grange CoUege. . . 
\ Arkansas Conference.*r*- 

i Misai^ppi CoBfereace.^-r-Elizabeth Female Aendbmyy Easory 
Academy^ yicksbvrg Academyi W<iodville Femde Academy. 
., Alabama Conference. — ^La Gr^ge Cottege. ' 
i Georgia Coaferenfse. — Emory College^ GeoigiH Female. QdSLmjgft^ 
Georgia Conference Manual Labour Sehooi, C^iagamraortk Institate, 
Wesley Manual Leb9UT Schofil. 

South Carolina Coitfei9noew--T€eb(Ss&vy Msmuii Ldbour School, 
Randolph Macon College. 

North Carolina ConfearenceK. — Randolph Maeov Golhgis, denoms^ 
Tiile Male and Female Academy, Greensboro' FeanHle. Odlege, Lsvsr 
l^nrg Academy. 

Yirginii^ Coiifereoi?e.-*.-R«ndQ^h Mapon GoUsge^FemdeieSoIlegtHi* 
j[nstitu^. 

^ Baltimore ConfeYence.r^ickmspi^ GoUegei. 
Philadjejphij^ Qonfer4»0^e.f^Dickinson Cottsie.. 
l^^w- Jei:i^i9y ConfQr/eni^k*T-Qic]^JmM^ CoUeget «ai Peniiingttm AOte 



JI^NNPf ^W C^iMiliM on ^!9iik'imii> iU 

TMe'Mtifa^iMi ftl% 'H/pt^Htmi to be ihi thtitiii^^dMBHiih g^ 
«rl%i fl^i&i hBift^ ftndir iiiY«0ted td aik ftffidtmt ^tifif^ei^ to pay 9i6tf 
iiftiMuil ei^Hires: m^Bt bf ikem, however, eiperieftc^ emtarrassnietil 
fai^ir«a«4tf ii^^jftdl«i0iitiMtiMA»^ 9oi»d of^eiti We 

M»ie«^ Attmaai iitbear wi^ literary histructidii, and aeVerii 6f ihose 
•re success&Ily prosecuting diat pectiliar gy^tem of edtk<eati<m. Th^ 
price ol board and tailidn i» generally rety low, perhaps too low, knd 
jom eonimittee beHere, that in aome instances this has occasioned 
eaibamj98ni«it, Hfhieh might kaine been aroided wt^out impairing tKe 
advantages intended tor be secured. The i»akries of the officers are 
generally in«derate,tlidiagb Uiere are exceptions te^this reniaiC; and your 
MMantteid bdieTethat lie tmsteeflrof institations in which the salariei^ 
itfe too lu^e would promote the interests of education if they would 
take ibe ear&ettt opportunity of redttoing them. Yet it must be remem- 
Wed tiiat no iiiTarityble standard can be fixed, and that ^e t^e value 
of the salaty can only be estimated from the relative valne 6f monejr 
to the eommodities wMoh are to l)e purchased by it. The interest noiR^ 
md' genefaliy mamifested for the promotion of e^cation constitutes the 
present age an epoch in the intellectual history of our face,— ^it 
eearcely requires^ encouragement, but loudly demands direction, anil 
Aose who ar0 n^mttted with the guidance of ^ public feeling upoii 
fhk'siibieet should beeareiul notto wa^te those ne^%om isner^is by 
dispersion, but should' concentrate them upon the institutions most 
Iftely to be extensiv^y useful, untS^hey are perfected and permanently 
«ataWsb»d. '^■ 

Your conlflaiti^ believe iliat the advantages of education are moat 
widely diftised and eettaifily\secured, by mttlti|>lyihg ii^stitutions of 
learning within proper limits, but it is* obvioiiis eikongh that if theii 
Bumber is too great to admit of their being competently endowed, the 
ends of thei^ creation must be defeated ; it is certainly wise policy. 
theref5>re, for the different Annual Conferences to seeing the perma^ 
nOnce Of those already established, before they attempt td found othersl 

III fegard to ^e ieourse of sttidies to be pv^rdued in our literary institu- 
tions, to which the attention of ihe committee has been cal^d in this 
Address of the Bishops, and by a resolution of the Baltimore Confer- 
enee,' they believe diat it wodd be inexpedient to hy down a course 
wlaeh ahoftild be puinned in all cases. The Bbatd of Trusteed and 
Faculties will desire to exercise some control in this matter, and U 
eeems to your committee prefer that they should, 'there is a wite 
Hftd ,allolvid»le difference of opinion upon the siibjeet, and an attempt 
to p^oduee uniformity would be most likely to cauae dissatisfaction, 
without aceompliikhing itte object ; but your comtoittefe do not hesitate 
to #eeommend that the commonly-received English Version of the Bibl6 
should be introduced Into every school and colle^ge, and that it should 
^osuidied according to some system wMcii majr be adopted by th^ 
dillbrent Boards of Instrac^on in their several institutiotis, and in ihoUe 
iffsiitiittons whkh ei^brace the ancient la^rtguages, th#y recommend th^l 
€he Old and ^ew Testaments be studied in the origins^ critically ; 
4^r also recommend that the *'Evidencea of Christianity,'^, and 
^ :&3Ci^siaslieal Histbiy,*^ constitun^ a p^rt of the regular bourse in afl 



ii(iytbology» Roman «4d Crreaaa arcbedogy.aod ptr^ftad liialorjrydtolev 
ipto the t^[alar course of most litersuvy iBstitoiioiis, aad are beUerad 
to be essential tothe educatioii.of an aocoopIjisliQd aekiriair, i% ean- Boe d 
bdt little argument to .proFe that koowledge, so. mLchmtm^ impftgl^m, 
sboald be imparted to Uie student* 

Yomr committee recommend that in all the univei^ruiaes asd eoUagas 
ond^er the .control of the churchy the instru^tioa giTea in every- depad* 
ment of science and literature, in their broadest eena^^jM^ and 
thorough. Some argnm^ts may be ur^d in favour of a limited edam- 
tion» none«can have weight ia favour of a superficial oaa^ . a IimU>4 
education i^ better than none, and one who cannot, take a full p««ara0# 
may be greatly profited by a partial one, provided it is thoroiigb ; b«l 
those who are superficially taught^have lest their time msA moaejr,49<id 
at thp close of thWr collegiate education are helpless in. themselves and 
useless to the community «. It is a hapi^ omen to the world, thai the 
Qhurch generally is awaking to the 9099% of its xieaponaihUityHui prcH 
vidinff for, sustaining, and directing public education- Itmiiat ,iiat 
shrink from this responsibility ; it cannoi without, hazarding tfafr moal 
&tal consequences. Mind, energized by its own eisertiona, aad 
furnished from the armories ctf science, unless >contrc^ed hy.lh# 
restraints, and guided by the coimsels pf religion, beoomes the mont 
powerfhl auxiliary which infidelity and vice ever won over to^ thek 
Qauae ; while, on the other hand, the intellect^^' brought, into omp^v^ 
to the obedience of Christ,'' august in the integrity of its object aiad iba 
directness of its means, vigorous from the concentntion of power to 
me end, and invigorated by the special blessing of Ged« given to those' 
whe seek to honour him, when suppUe<{ with tl^e arguaient whicb ^he 
learning of this age furnishes— becomes a champion for ChristiiMfu^^ 
before whom infidelity, superstition, and bigotry,, must eower aad fetf« 
It is readily conceded that principles of morality should he taught as 
soon as they can be understood. It inevitably follcftws that f^ligion* 
which furnishes the only inoontroyeitible argumenteto provQ the obliga- 
tions of iaorality, and the only sanction which can enforce its precepts, 
should be taught still earlier ; and that all knowledge which is a^a^ 
irard impfurted should be harmonized with it. The nd^eet^ef this 
obvious duty bas caused the strange result, that educa^pn ^stored 
infidelity. It. first grew out of the efiforts made to improvQ the groea 
i^surdities and foul deformities of a godless and miscaUed Christianity; 
i;ypon themi^d ; and, unhappily, baf^ be^n suffered to continue after tbe 
causQ ceased to exist. It should be ^o no longer . Scfien<;e, incite 
conventional sense, is a knowledge of the works, of God, ihe lawe 
which govern them, their relations to each other, and their combina* 
lionipto one harmoJt^ipus whole. Its discevfarin^. demonstrate the 
eidstence of a Qod ;, and leaminj^, in its widest sens^, arranging and 
Qoncentrating the facis, proves, by a circuma^ntiality of evidence md 
a directness of inference which are iirresktible, that t}|i% Gjod is the 
God of the JBible, the Fath^ of our .Lord a^d Saviomr Jes^s Christy 
imd the time has comp when, if the church is.true to her trust, l^amiof 
will be th^.grestt agent in promoting religion, by eyery one of her t0ft 
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dMMMfeiltd ififlitrafiteQ^KIies, and over ill the'faee oftMs eartii. tn TieW 
of the prestbes, your committee b^liere that no jealousy should be felt 
m viBlation to the calls which our schools^ and colleges are making 
iipon the idnistry for teachers and professors. The nmnber required 
will be necessarily small in proportion to the whole number of ndnidten, 
8nd when they are otherwise properly qualified, they are undoubtedly 
the most stdts^Ie persons to be employed in the business of education. 
No fear need be entertained lest th^ir liibour should be too light, or 
that they should become effeminate and self-indulgent ; a little experi- 
ence would soon remove such apprehensions. Your committee can see ^ 
no good reason ibhjf preachers on truU shoidd not be appointed^to schools 
and colleges. 

Your committee do not believe that the Conference should make any 
regulation controlling or limiting^ the episcopal power of stationing the 
'preachers, and in answer, therefore, to the question askeil by the 
Superintendents in their Address whether an appointment to seminaries 
of learning, when an Annual Conference requests'such'a one to be 
made, renders it obligatory upon the Bishop to comply with ihe request ? 
wtnild recommend that it be answered ia the ne^a^ive* 

In conclusion, your comtiiittee, in view of the vast importance of this 
gteat trust coimnitted to the church, for the purpose of making'a per- 
mc^nt provision for sustaining otir fiterary institutions, recominena the 
adoption of the following re8(di}tion, viz. : — 

Resolved, That any Annual Conference may direct publi0 .collee* 
tions to be taken up by the preachers in charge of circdts and stations, 
in each society, once in each year, for the purpose of sustaining this 
literary institutions tinder tts control or patronage, if it shotdd judge it 
'expedient so to do, or may adopt such othier . measure for that end Bk 
may aeem to the members thereof inost advisiable, 

AU which is respectfully submitted, ^ 

loNATnys A. Few, Chaiman. 

Bdimore^May^9th, 1840. 



G.— CONSTITUTION OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL UNIoN 
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Article I.— The title of this association shall W, "The Sunday 
School Union of the Methodist Epis,cppal Church.^ 

Art. II. — ^The object of this society shall be, to promote the cause 
of Sabbath Schools in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and thus by a careful religious training of those who may be brought 
within its influence, seek to promote the glory of God and the happiness 
of mankind. 

Art. III. — ^The payment of one dollar annually shall constitute a 
member of this society; the payment of ten dollars or more, at one 
time, shall constitute a member for life ; and the payment of fiffy 
dollars, at one timoi a director for life. Any Sunday School, Sunday 
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10 th»t effect, a^d by forwardiM yearly, wi;^MMU e^qpenae to^tbWeQUie^, 
,1^ fuy;^ of its warn leppn ^ « list of ita officffss. An ioiaml ^pqf»- 
fereiiipe, pmnotiog the otje^tts of tbie eocietyi «)i«U be ei#de4lP'#U0 
^ Yiper-Pre^ideat, 

An. iy.r-The funds of tbe society shall be.ei;pe»de4 9$ tlie di49P^ 
tion of tbe 3oaxd of Managers, ia defrsyiog ttie gi|it«ii^ fnpjmips #f 
jibe Vi^m, and i^ forvarding libe objects c^onmppiMA by ju^ «fcMd 
j^rticle of tbe Gonstitutioii. 

In all cases of fkpplicatio9 fpr |id» if inlisf be deeqysd iKl9V9ff»eqr» it 
shall be granJted ii^ booJIi^Sf nidess the cigcmmtapoAS 9»fm t9 ifim/qd 
the appropriation of money. In case of more calls ojs ikp SosMd 
|qr aid Idbioi they can inioety ibey fbaU <^[^o|uriate to tbe i^ef ^of the 
IPOetnecessitoMs caaes fiis^ without xespea to lotwtioA. 

Ai:t^ y .-n-The Bp;ud of Managexs shall coigi/ttst of a Pre8id«m> wlv^ 
ji))ajil betb^ smox Bi^^io|) of thfi JDdetbodUt Episcppa) Cburcb; of Vjm- 
f^mifiJfXh ^<> ^^^ ^^ ^ ^em^iining Pipdiopsj raglppg aopcniing to 
fi^j^jniy in office»^e Conference Yice^Presideiats, and twOioAer Vice- 
Presidents, chosen ^nnnajUy by .the society ; a Corresponding 8#f9n^ 
St ^ ]Etec(Kcding Secretary, % Treayunor, and tvenQr-fpw }»y npmb^n* 
the iM^relling pr^apbexis stationed in the city 9^4 PPWI^ 9( Nf w- 
ypri^ or epgs^^ in *e Book Boo^ together with tb» Pfwding 
Elder of the New-York district. 

. A^Ct YLf^The ani^ual meeting of this sooie^ shall be held o^ the 
9ePQ^ Wednesday in April, when tbe Corresponding Secrets^ absU 
^Wt the annual rpport» the Treasure^ e^bit a ce^ified statpmenl of 
juf .f..pcoqp4§L iind the electjLon of officers ^ad manages Ua the ensuing 
jreaj: be ^d. There sjiiall also be held ap annivenmry meeting of ^ 
society, at such time and pbee as the Bofurd of Managepi may appwnt. 

Art. YII. — ^The Board of J^Sj^mgetu shall b^ye the ppwej to form 
; thc4|:4y9V^ h^Al^W^ ; to £1^ vacapcies occurring during the year ; to call 
special meetings of the society whenever ibey shatt de(»ni nogafWffy > 
to prepare and circulate such Sunday-School information, appeals, <Hr 
directions, as they may think proper ; to give orders on the Book Agents 
for such books as may be needed ; and to transact such oAer business 
as of right belongs to their station, and which the interests of the 

llmcp(ipay denmd* 

Art: Yin. — ^This Constitution cannot be altered except by the Genersl 
Conferenee of A» If eftodiat Spiscopel Clnttdb, and then on the 
ref onvgiendatipn of the society at a mieeting called finr that puipose, 
iidKer at least one mPnthJs public notice ; or by the society; on th^ 
recommendfition of the General Conference 
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H.'^IK&PORT ON THE WESTMORELAND PETITION. 

The oeBmitte^ to wham ^wna feferred tke AieiiKirtal and 'tppetlitf 
ttome fiftaeii offimal mfimbem xrf due Motbodiat Epbcopil dmrcfei an 
Weatmonlaiid drouit, Badtimoze ConfMwnce, an the siilbjiBeial «Beg«d 
witUid^bnent of rigkciioin a portioB o£ the iooal muusiKjr viddn the 
Uiiitta of diat Oottlerenca, and lo when was Ijkewiee refaned the ve- 
foil of the jttdiciuf committee upon a aimilar TeflMnManee ffem ike 
same division 0f ihe Baltimore Conference, eipied hj nbeitt thiztf off- 
<eiai memfoen of the chiuroh, and addieaaed lo the General Oonfiin^iee 
in 1836^, after giving to the subject ihe attention its obvious impoitanee 
demand, beg leave to report die foUpwing as ikt result of tiuMT )de^- 



Tfae parikiidar portion, or ra&er generri •aeetinnrnf neunfij ift nrlnch 
these remonstrances have their origin, ebhough belonging to the Bid*' 
timore Conference, is fomd within the limits of the atate of Vif ginia ; 
and the memorialista represent in stronj^ but reapectfal Mrtns, 4hat 
local preachers irithin ttie jnrisdietion of the BaMunore Conference, 
but residing in the eommonwealth of Virginia, have, in considecaUe 
numbers, and for a succession of years, been rejected as applicants ier 
deacon's and elder's orders in the ministry, sc^ly on the gionnd.of 
tiieir being slaveholders, or the owners of slaves. - In the memoiiids 
leferred to it is distinctly stated, that ebctton and ordination hane 
been wiUiheld ftora the applicants in quesSion on no other ground #r 
pretence than that of their being the owners of slave ptoperty'; audit 
IS farther argued that (he Baltimore Conference avows this to be the 
only reason of the course they pursue, and which is oomfdaiied of hf 
the petitioners. The appellants allege fmrther, that the laws of Vir- 
ginia relating to slavery forMd emancijpatfton, except under xestrifHinns, 
nnd subject to contingencies amounting^ to M intents and pnrppses, So 
n piDhibition ; and tlut the Discipline of the church having pronckd 
for the ordination of ndniaters thus circumstanced, the coume pursnsd 
by the Baltimore Conference operates as an abridgment. of right, aid 
therefore fumisl|es just ground af complaint. The memoriidists regilBd 
themselves as clearly entitled to the protection of the well-known*psn- 
▼isional exertion to the general rule on this Subject feund in the Dis- 
oipline; and assimie with confidence, and aigne wilii firmness aad 
abi}iQr, that no other objection being finmd to (he character of :candidstils ' 
for oriMttation, it is a dspartnre mm the plain latendnent of the lair 
in the case, and a violation of not leas express ceoipact than of social 
tustice, to withhf^d ordination for ressons which the p m n sim iB of the 
Inw i^ainly dedare am not to be oonsidered a& n foneisure lof fif^. ' 
It is set forth in (he argument of the appdlants, that,.nttachinj^ them- 
s^ves to the church as cittzehis of Virginia, wiiere, in die obTiems 
sense ef the Discipline, emmcipation is impractictd>le, the holding nf 
niaves, or f$ihir^ to emancipate then, cannot be plead in bar to -she 
right of ordination, as is the case in states. where emmieipatiipn,iaj»dn- 
Jined and qualificfd by the rule in the ease; is fimnd to be prvotiflalie. 
In the latter oase die^ioe^tion is itithin Ae juiisdiein; tfAe^ehufch, 



inasmuch as the holding or not holding of propertj of this kind de« 
peAQdft no($ upon the constitution and regulation of rcitil propertjr^ but 
upon the will and purposS of individuals. Under such circumstances 
'^ condiict in question is yoluntarjr, and in eyery final sense the re-* 
^ suit of choice. In the former, however, where emancipatioa is re- 
sisted hy th^ prohibition of law, it may be otherwise ; and in many in^ 
' stances is known to be resulting entirely from the involuntary relations 
and circumstances of individuiils connected with the very structure of 
^vil polity, and thre force and attay of public opinion and popular in- 
Merest. The memorialists «dvert to the fact, that we haye in the Dis- 
>oi][^ine two distinct classes of legislative provision in relation to 
. slai^ty^-^the one applpng to owners of slaves where emancipation is 
" practicable, cobsistently with the interests of master and slav«s, and 
the other where it is impracticable without endangering such sa£^, 
• and these interests on the part of both. With the former,, known as 
' ^he genersd rule on this subject, the petitioners da not interfere in any 
. iray» and are content simply to place themselves under the protecti<m 
'cf'the latter as contracting parties with the church ; and the groimd 
of complaint is that the church has failed to redeem the pledge of its 
own la/ws^'by refusing or failing to promote to office ministers^ in 
whose case no disability attaches on the ground of slavery, because 
.the disability attaching in other cases is here removed by special pro- 
'Viuoit of law, and so fur leaves the right to ordination clear and ua- 
'doubted, and henoe the complaint against the Baltimore Conference, 
in further proseeittion of the duty assigned them, your committee have 
tarefuOy examined the law, and inquired into the system of slarery as 
tji. exists in Yirgima, and find the representation of the memoridis^ 
««8senlialiy corvect^t The conditions with which emancipation is bur- 
dened in ^at commonwealth,^ preclude the practicability of giving 
Ups^dom to slaves as contempk^d in the IHscipline, except in ez- 
(fremely imre instances-^-say one in a thousand, and possibly not more 
'lliaii one in fiv« thousand. The exception in the Diaciplitie is there- 
iibre strictly apfdkable to all the ministers and members of the Metho- 
-dist £piseopd Church holding slaves in Virginia, and they appear 
'Cteuiy eatided to the benefit of the rule made and |»rovidied in such 



As emandpation under such circumstances is ndt a requirement 
ief Discipline, it cannot be made a condition of. eligibility to f^ce. 

An appeal to the policy and practice of the church for fifty years past 
>wfll ehotr iircontestibly, that, whatever may have been the convictions 
iof the church' with regard to this great evil, the nature and tendency 
'olf ttie system of slavery, it has never insisted upon em^ne^ation in 

«ontraiwnt3on of civil authcoity \ and it therefore af^ars to be a W)dl- 
-settled and longrestabHshed prinei^ei in the pdity of the church th^ 
'jMneoolesiastical disiaibilities are inteod>Bd to ensue either to the mini»- 
*terB or'meiobersof the churdi in those states where^tbs civfl aathoriQr 
'forbids^emanc^iatipn; The .general rule therefore distincfliy and inYsti- 

d)1y raquiriiig emancipation as the ground of rights and the condition of 
• «lsf ai to: ordiiiation where . the ia ws of the ae v^al states: admit of Qmfua*. 
.i^palian;.ttiiiipannk^e libfitaAsd riaiv Wsei^.fipeedoa^aad which, ia 



the jodigmeiit; of yo|Xr eommitlee, slioiild alwa)^ be ctfnM into effect 
with uqyieldiag firmnesfi^ ioe^ oot apply to yonf memofiajietsr •ami 
cannot, by any fair conatmction of liiilir, affect their ng^tek : ^ 

. On the othei: hand, yoio: committee hs^ve given the srio^- eareftil 
Consideration to the pami<^ of the Baltimore Conference ceoiplaivod 
of by the appellants. The journals of thov seyeral sessions of ikt 
Baltipiore Conference, for a series of yeais, have b^ken eu-einBy 
examined, and found to be silent on the subject of the rejections ia 
question, except the single statement that A, B, and C, fraps timefo 
time, applied for admission or orders, and were rejected. We fiiid,iio 
^e or reason of action, no evidence of preconc.ertion, no grounds or 
reasons of rejection, stated in any form, directly or i^^irectl^. Nqh 
thing of this kind is avowed in« or found upon the fisice o( the jonmab 
<of.that body. The charge of particular motives, it occurs to your 
committee, cannot be sustained in the instance of a deliberative hetdy, 
say the Baltimore Conference, unless it appears in evidence thai die 
motives have been avowed by a majority of the Conferenco ; «nd it if 
not in proof that the Conference has ever had an action to this eAd; 
.whatever may have been the declaration of individual^, sustain]^ the 
chi^rge of the i^pellants. , The fact charged without refesenoe to Hia* 
tives, that there has been a long list of rejections, both as it.<regU!dt 
ad^li98ion into the travelling connection . and ordinatioffy unlQ the 
exception se^ms to be m^de a general rule, is undoubtedly true, eoA 
^ not denied by the defendants* The evidence, ho wevei;».in getatwaii 
to specific reapo]f^( and motives is defective^ and does not apfpear le 
jBustain the charge of a contravention of right by any diieat ^9iP^redite4 
action of the Baltimore Conference had in the premises. # 

That this view of the subject presents a serious diffict^^ is; felt 
by your committee,, and must be so by a)l. The rule af^icabb-it 
this case allows an Annual .Conferenpe to ele<^ under the cifoumf 
stances; but does not, and, from the very nature and ubiqinty of this 
case, cannot require it. Among the unquestioned coD9UtutJo^ nghte 
of our Annual Conferences is that of acting freely, without any coov 

Eulsory direction, in the exercise of individual franchise^ El«ofttea 
, ere is.plainiy an assertion of personal right on thepaxt of the diflbt* 
ent: members composing the bqdy, with regard to which» the duati to 

2uestio|i pr challenge motives does; not belon|^ even to tbeQeneml 
Jonference, unless the result has tuiiied' upon avowed consid«ralaQni 
unknown to the law. and rnW, in the dcase^ The jou^ftl of the Cii»^ 
ference is the only part of its history of which this body huft 4;ogm« 
^anise, sn^ to esCtend euch cognizanoe to the reasons and . motived of 
individual members of Conferences not declared to be the glKmni^ 
action by a majority^ would be to establish a rule at one^; subfisimr^ 
of the rights apd independence pf Aiinual Confeprenees. 1% tb^ tFSffjf 
nature of the case an Annual Conference muet poH^se tbeliightM 
fire€f ,and uncontrolled determination, not <mly in tbe choit^oi its^nainoir 
Wrs, hut in all its electione> and, keeping within tiie limts end reetno* 
^ons of its charter as found in the Di^qipline, csn Wy be x^tmtieUed 
in. the exercise of such right bymo^ and reletive tgwrito nriiU f it 
Qpnxiect^ci/^^th the m^^Ufef^^^i^}^ m/ . -,, o* 



ti«% irilxiliMy 4t Ai6 pMmi i&fltil^ Your 

conyniu^e ve alaoi^opiiiioo, that the use of the Holy ScriptuieB, as 
ft, olisa hook ib oommoo 8cbQall;aiid eeminaiies of leanlnff, it an ob* 
joei of great unponaace both to the church and to the world. These 
teneraUe reeordti containing as they do. the eeede of all nseM 
hoQwledge, the only infallible standard of morality, and the only sure 
promiae of eternal ]ife» should, as we thinks be put into the hands of 
the ruing generation at as early a period of life as is practicaUe. 
Faoistty, yow committee would respectfidly suggest whether, in view 
of the union of the Methodist Episcopal Church with the great inte* 
rests of the American BiUe Society, provision ought not to he made at 
this Cfeneval Confereuce fnr the appointment of trayelling ministers as 
agents of said institution, 

i In 'view. of all these facts, your committee would respectfully reccsn* 
IkMmd the adoption of the following resolutions, yis. :-— 

1. ResolTed, That we higUy aj^rore of the course pursued 1^ 
those Annual Conferences which have acted in AiTour of the objects 
of. the American Bible Society, by recmnmending to our ministers and 
people generally to unite widi its auxiliaries, and to co-operate ivith 
the agents of that institution. 

2. Kesolved, That we highly approve of the use of the Bible as a 
class book in schools and seminaries of learning, and will use ooi 

' efforts for its introduction into such schools and seinlnaries. 
All which is respeotfiilly ^ubmittod, 

N. LxviNOs, CAovman. 
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LIST OF DELEGATES BY CONFERENCES. 



New-York Conference — ^Nathan Bangs, Stephen Olin, Pliineas 
Rice, Charles W. Carpenter, George Peck, John B. Stratten, Peter 
P. Sandford, Fitch Reed, Samnel D. Ferguson, Stephen Mardndale, 
Marvin Ridiardson. 

Providence CoN7ERENCE-«-John Lorejoy, Frederick Upham, San- 
ford Benton, Paul Towns^nd. 

New-England Conference — ^James Porter, Dexter S. King, Plu- 
n^as Crandall, Charles Adams, George Pickering. 

IVIains Conference — Moses Hill, Ezekiel Robinson, Daniel B. 
Randall, Charles W. Morse, John Hobart, Hemjam Nickerscm, George 
Webber. 

New-Hampshire Conference— Elihu Scott, J^ed Peikias, Slun- 
uel Kelly, Schuyler Chamberlain, John G. Dow, Justin Spaaldiiqf^ 
Charles D. Cahooit, AViiliam D. Cass. 

Trot Conferenc^— ^Truman Seymour, John M. Wever, Jaoies 
Corel, Tobias Spicer, Seymour Colman, James B. Houghtaling,^ Jessf 
T. Peck. 

Black River Conference — ^Albert D. Peck, Aaro^ Adams^ Gai<^ 
ner Baker, W. W. Ninde. 

Oneida Conference — ^John M. Snyder, Silas Comforti N.elsoi 
Rounds, Dayid A. Shepherd, Henry F. Row, Elias Bowen, David 
Holmes, Jr. 

Genesee Conference — Glezen Filmore, Samuel Luckey, A^Den 
Steele,' Freeborn G. Hibbard, Schuyler Seager, Asa Abell, Wil]ia«B 
Hosmer, John B. Alverson. '' 

Erie Conference — John J. Steadman, John Bain, p^otgeyf^, 
Clarke, John Robinson, Timothy Goodwin. 

Pittsburg Conference — William Hunter, Homer J. Clark, Jobo 
Spencer, Simon Elliott, Robert Boyd, Samuel Wakefield, James Druih- 
mond. 

Ohio Conference— ^Charles Elliott, William H. Raper, Edmund 
W. Sehon, Joseph M. Trimble,' James B. flnley, Leonidas Ii. Ham;^ 
line, Zechariah Connell, John Ferree. 

North Ohio Conference — Edward Thompson, John H. I^w^H 
Adam Poe, Elmore Yocum, William Runneils. 

Michigan Conference — Greorge Smith, Elijah Crane, Alvaii Bil* 
lings, John A. Banghmaa. 
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Induna Conference — ^Mattlyw Simpson, Allen Wiley, £. R. 
Ames^ John Miller, Calvin W. Ruter, Aaron Wood, Augostus Eddy, 
James Havens. 

Rock River Conference — Bartholomew Weed, John Sinclair, 
Henry W. Reed« JQh^ T. MitcheU. 

Illinois Cotnference— Peter Akers, Peter Cartwright, Jonathan 
Stamper, John Yancleve, Newton G/Berryman. 

^iSBou^Li Conference — ^William W. Redman, William Patton, 
J^rcune C. Berryman,, James M. Jameson. 

Ks»T0OKT CQNFERKNCE^Henry B. Bascom, Willimn Gijpia, Hih- 
bard H. Kavanaugh, Edward Stevenson, Benjamin T* Croucli^ George 
W. Birwab* 

Holston Conference — ^Elbert F. Sevier, Samuel Fattos» Tbomw 

Tennessee Confirbngs— Robert Paine, Johi^ B.M'FerWf A.L. 
P, ^j^GUn Thomas Madden. 

''- Memphis Conference — George W. D.. Hams* Samuel S. Moody; 
Wm. M'Mahan, Thomas Joyner. 

-'.' A<iyiiMBAfi ComMRBNca*-nJohn C. Parker, William P. RatcdiSe, An- 
(IVB»'Hi|BteiL 

Texas Conference — ^Littleton Fowler, John Cltok. 

'Mississippi Conference — WiUiam Winans, Benjamin M. Drake, 
lohn Line, Green M; Rogers. 

ALABAMA Conference — Jesse Boring, Jefferson Hamilton, William 
ll(iirrih,'6yeenbnry Gurrett; 

Georgia Conference — George F. Pierce^ William J. Parks, Lovick 
fierce, John W. Qtenn, James E. Evans, A. B. Longstreet. 

* iSovTH Carolina Conference — ^William Capers, William M. 
Wlg^tmau, Chafes Betts, Samuel Dwiwody, Hugh A.. C. Walker. 

J^^,]Jlpir;rH.. Oarqi^wja. Cqnfereucb— 'James Jameson^ Peter Doub, 
Bennett T. Blake. 

^^VmoxjfiA CoNFERBiycE — ^Johft Early, Thomas Crowder, William 
A. Smith, lieroy M. Lee. 

r ]@^AL!|!U|efi]^ CoNF^JRWCE-rylJenxy Slicer, John A^ Collins, John 
jtoj)ML*Alft«4 (Jriff th, John A, Gere, Jphn Bear, Nicholas J. B. Mor- 
gan, Thomas B. Sargent, Charles B. Tippett, George Hildt. 

1^ 'Pw^Dj^j.vnvL CoNFEiisJUCE-^John P. Dorbin, Thomas J. Thomp- 
a^il,^He|iry White, Ignatius T. Cooper, Levi Scott, William Cooper. 

Nbw-Jerset Conference — Is^uic Winner, J[ahn S. Poxter^ John 
^ 9^W|tTbffj3jas ]Nieal, Tbomas Sovereign. 



GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1844. 



V The ninth delegated General Conference of the Metho- on^Jatt^ 
, diet Episcopal Church assembled in the Greene-street c^cmce. 
Church, city of New- York, at nine o'clock, A. M., on 
Wednesday, May ], 1844, Bishops Soule, Hedding, An- 
drew, Waugh, and Morris being present. 

At the hour abov«, Bishop Soule took the chair, and 
opened the proceedings by reading the third chapter of ' 
Paul's Second Epistle to the Corinthians, reading and 
singing the 461st hymn; after which brothers Pickei^ 
ingand Capers called upon God in prayer. 

The Secretaries of the last General Conference, Jofam 
A^ Collins, James B. Houghtaling, and Thomas B, Sar- 
gent, were ^en requested to assist in organizing the» 
Conference. The chair called the different Annual Con- 
ferences in order, and the following delegates presented 
to the Secretaries t£eir certificates of election, and were 
recognized as members : — 

New-York Conference.— NvXhan Bangs, George Peck, ^^ ^•"^ 
Samuel D. Ferguson, Peter P. Sandford, Stephen Maf- 
tindale, Charles W. Carpenter, Fitch Reed. 

Troy. — Truman Seymour, Tobias Spicer, Jeese T. 
Peek, John M. Wever, Sejononr Coleman, James CotoI, 
jr., James B. Houghtaling. 

New-Hwnpskire. — Elihu Scott, Jared Perkins, Charles 
D. Cahoon, Schuyler Chamberlin, John G. Dow, WiQiaHi 
D. Cass, Samuel Kelly, Justin Spaulding. 

New-England, — ^James Porter, Charles Adams, George 
Pickering, Dexter S. King^ Phineas Crandall. 

Pttt^r^.*— Samuel W&efieid, Homer J* Clark, Bobeft 
Boyd, Simon Elliott, William Hunter, John Spencer» Jaft. 
Drommond. 

Maine. — ^Moses Hill, Charles W. Morse, Georsw Web- 
ber, Ezekiel Robinson, John Hob^, Daniel B. Haadiill, 
Heman Nickerson. 

Blaek *i«er.— Albert D. Peck, William W. Ninde, 
Aaron Adams, Gardner Baker. 

Erie.^-Jdhn J. Steadman,' Timothy Goodwill John 
Robinson. George W. Clarke^ John Sain.. 
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>'*yi- Oneida.— Nelson Rounds, Henry F. Row, Darid 

^t^ ***** Holmes, jr., EUas Bowen, Silas Comfort, John M. Sny- 
der, Dayid A. Shepherd. 

MieMgan. — ^Alvan Billings, John A. Banghman, Elijah 
Crane, George Smith. 

Rock River. — ^Bartholomew Weed, John T. Mitchell, 
John Sinclair, Henry W. Reed. 

Genesee, — Glezen Filmore, Freeborn G. Hibbard, Wm. 
Hosmer, Samuel Luckey, Schuyler Seager, John B, Al- 
verson, Allen Steele, Asa Abell. 

North Ohio, — Edward Thompson, Elmore Yocum, John 
-H. Power, William Runnells, Adam Poe. 

Kentucky, — Hubbard H. Karanaugh, William Gunn, 
Edward Stevenson, George W. Brush,' Benjamin T. 
Crouch. 

lUinois, — Peter Akers, John Vancleve, Peter Cart- 
wright, Newton G. Berryman, Jonathan Stamper 

Ohio, — Charles Elliott, Joseph M. Trimble, Zachariah 
Connell, William H. Raper, James B. Finley, Edmund 
W. Sehon, Leonidas L. Hamline. 

Missouri. — William W. Redman, James M. Jameson, 
William Patten, Jerome C. Berryman. 

Tennessee. — Robert Paine, Thomas Madden, John B 
• M'Ferrin, Alexander L. P. Green. 

Indiana. — Matthew Simpson, Allen Wiley, Edward R. 
Ames, John Miller, James Havens, Calvin W. Ruter, 
Augustus Eddy. 

Memphis, — George W. D. Harris, Thomas Joyner, 
Samuel S. Moody^, William M'Mahon. 

Virginia, — John Early, Leroy M. Lee, Thomas Crow- 
ds. 

Arkansas. — ^John C. Parker, Wm. P. Ratcliffe, Andrew 
Hunter. 

Mississippi.* — ^John Lane, Green M. Rogers. 

Texas. — Littleton Fowler, John Clark. 

Alabama, — ^William Murrah, Jefferson Hamilton, Jesse 
Boring, Greenbury Garrett. 

Georgia, — William J. Parks, A. B. Longstreet, John 
W. Glenn, James E. Evans. 

South Carolina, — William Capers, Samuel Dunyrody, 
William M. Wightman, Hugh A. C. Walker, Charles 
Bette. 

Baltimore, — Henry Slicer, Alfred Griffeth, John A. Col- 
lins, John A. Gere, John Davis, John Bear, George Hildt, 
Chftries B. Tippett, Nicholas J. B. Morgan, Thomas B. 
Sargent. 

Philadelphia. — ^John P. Durbin, Ignatius' T. Coopey, 
Thomas J. Thompson, William Cooper, Henry White. 

New-Jersey. — Isaac Winner, John S. Porter, John K. 
Shaw, Thomas Neal. 
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On, constiiig die iHiiiibei8» it was ascertained ^ tliat one tcaf t' 
himdred and fotty^ifine members, were present. * 

On motion Conference resolved to a|)point a Secre- Section of s»- 
tary by nomination; and Thomas B. Sargent, James B. «**«^«"- 
Hpngfataling, and John T. Mitchell, were piit in nomi- 
nation. * Thomas B. Sargent was elected. 

Conference' then, on motion, restored to have two as- 
sistant Secretaries, and James B. Hoaghtaling, of the Troy 
CkM^fereace delegatkm, and Wesley Kenney, of the Pitts^ 
bmrg Confer^ice, were elected. 

On motion of J. Early, the rules and orders for con- r^ 
dncting the bosiness of the General Conference of 1840 
were read. ^ 

W. Capers moved to amend the first, by inserting " one 
o'clock, P; M.,** instead of "half-past twelve o'clock," i» 
the thne for adjourning. 

• S. Martindale mov^ further to- amend this rule, by in- 
serting "nine o'clock, A. M.," as the time of meeting, in- 
stead of " half-past eight o'clock." The latter proposal 
was lost — ^the former prevailed ; and the ttraes of meet- 
iag and adjourning were fixed at half-past eight, A. M., 
and one, P. M. The rules as wnended were then 
adopted. 

On motion of P. P. Sandford, a line drawn with the 
ttdrd pillar from the altar was fixed as tho bar of the Con- 
ference, within which the members are td sit. 

J. Early moved a series of resdutions, marked. A, B, 
and numbered from 1 to 12^ which were read, amended, 
and acted upon, as follows : — 

" A. Resolved, That the Secretaries be authorized and 
requested to employ, as soon as practicable, a suitabla 
reporter, that the proceedings of the General Conference 
may be correctly prepared for publication from the begin* 
amg. 

" B. Resotved, That the Book Agents at New-York be 
requested to have printed, i& pamphlet form, for the use of 
the members of Ms Conference, a correct copy of the 
printed Minutes of the last General Conference, from the 
journals ; and, in the same form, a correct copy of the 
reported and published Minutes of the present Conference, 
for the Church generally, and for the present General 
Conference ; and also the rules as amended and adopted 
for the go^e];nment of this Conference. 

The above resolutions were r^erred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of J. Early, N. Bangs, W. Caper^, C. 
Elliott, and M. Hill, to consider and report thereon to- 
mpnow mmrning. 

The remainder of the series, from 1 to 12, were read 
and adopted, as follows, except the sevenih and twelfth 
which w0fQ withdrawn for this pfesenL 



« 



JbMfAai 1^ €Mml €kt^irem^ iM4. 



^^^' ''B^BolTsd L That a comrailtM. «dn«iMteg of ene 

'p^defoithe member from e«cli Anniild Conferalbei be iippoimed, tb 
coap be edled the Coimiiittee on Episcopaoy, to whom shall 
be refentedeo much of the Bishops' Address as relates t6 
die EpiscofKicyy as Well as all other mattais that relase to 
their administration* 

''2« That a comnuttee be af^inted, to eonsist of one 
member from each Annual Conferencei to be called tbe 
Coitmiittee on the Itinerancy^ to whom shall be refened 
the acts and doings of the several Ammal Conferences. 

^*3. That a committee be appointed, consisting of one 

member from each Annual Conference, to be c^ed &e 

Committee on Boundaries, to whom shall be referred afl 

matters that relate to the boundaries of the several An- 

V anal Conferences. 

" 4. That a committee be appointed, to consist of nine 
members, to be called the Committee on the Book Ctmcem, 
to whom shall be referred the report of the Agents at New- 
York and Cincinnati ; and all other matters that relate to 
the interests of the Book Concern. 

"5. That a committee be appointed,, to be called the 
Committee on Education, to whom shall be referred |all 
things that relate to our schools and colleges. 

*<6. That a committed be appointed, to consist of one 
member from each Annual Conference, to be eaUed the 
Committee on Misstons,1o whom shall be referred so much 
of the Bishops' Address as relates to missions, and all 
ihatters thai relate to the missionary interest. 

'* 7. That a committee of be appointed, to be called 

the Committee of ReTisal and Unfinished Business, to 
whom shall be referred so much of the Bishops' Address 
as relates to revision, and all such other propositions as 
the Conference may choose to refer to ^m. ^ 

<< 8. That a committee of seven be ' appointed, to be 
ealled the Ccmmiittee on Temperance, to whom shall be 
referred all petitions and propositions on that subject. 

** 9. That a committee of three be appointed, to be called 
the Committee on the Expenses of Delegates to the Gen* 
oral Conference, whose du^ it shall be to ascertidn the 
whole axnonnt of the eiqpenses of the delegates, of the 
collections made to pay them, and if Uiere be a deficiency, 
report th6 best method of paying it. 

" 10. That a committee of seven be appointed, to be called 
the Committee on Sunday Schools and Tract Societies, to 
whom shaQ bereferred all communications on those subjects. 

*< IK That a comnBttteis of seven be appointed, to be 
called the Committee on the Bible Cause, to whom shaB 
be referred all oomhnmications on that subject. 

^<12« That a committee be anointed, to whom shall be 
referred all communie«tioqB relating to ^e S<Lbl9ath.^ 



Withdrawn for 
the present. , 
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^. KMfi/r^)^ tttov«d Uto appdnttteitt #f « edttmitttee ^'^ V,^ 
t6 i^periiiteiid pfMc wofship during liiis Cotst^&noe^, ^^eJ^SSS^ 
FrcHbet Martindalei mored us a subMUute, tkat the domi^ ^ toMUnt^iid 
ndtte^ cdiiMst of iite, tia.? Mr0 of di^ mtuioiied preaobetft ,^*^^* 
in New- York, one from Brooklyn, one from Jersey City, 
und on«. from WiUUmsbui^. A motion to ky tke iirhole 
dttbt^ct on tlii» table was iosft ; when the substitnte waft 
withdrawn. N. Bangs made a pi^oposal on this subject^ 
Whieb^ on motion, was laid on the table. In the nudst of 
the dieenssioH to wfiidh these ^notions gave rise, the ses^ 
sion was prolonged Meen raintites, to giri^ tho ehair ti«i0 
to make a brief statement in reference to ih^ Bishops' , 
Address to this General Conference ; wherenpon the Con^ 
ferehce resolved to sit with closed doors while receiving CkmA doon. 
the commnkiication frotti the Bishops. 

S. liuckey offered a resolution, during ^e consideration 
of which the time of the session expired, and Conference 
was dismissed with the benediction, to meet again to-mor« 
row moming, at half-pa^t eight o'clock. 

THUESDAY, MAY 2. Maya 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, A. M.^ pur- 
suant to adjournment. Bishop Hedding in the chair, and ' 
Wa9 opened by reading Giod's word^ singing, and prayer, 
by broths Lane, of t^ Mississippi Conference. 

While the Secretary was catliog the list, J. E^rly morei 
to dispense with this formality; but as the motion did 
fiNH ptevaif, the names of those who presented their cer- 
tificates Oft yesterday were all called. The journal of 
yesterday wati read, corrected, and approred, . ^ 

On motion of P. CrandaH, brother Martindale Was ap*> Dooi^kMp«r 
jpointed doei^-keep^ during the time the Conf^ence shall 
sit with closed dtkm. 

On motion of N. Bangs, the order of the day, Ttz., tks 
Address of the fiishops^ was suspended for the purpose 
e^ hearing the report of the committee, appointed yestef^ 
day, to consider and report on the best mattner of prepare 
ing and printing the proceedings of the last and present 
Qeneral Conferences. The report of the committee was' 
then presented and read. 

A motion by J. A. Collins to lay d)e report on the table , 
for the present was lost. T. Crowder moved the tdoption 
,of the report. A division was called for, and it was acted 
upon by sections. The tint resolution was adopted. A 
motion made by £. Bbwen to amend the second resoltftion 
by striking out so much of it as relates to the official acts 
of the last O^eral Conlerenee, did not prevail *, and tiie 
seeond resolution wa4 adopted. The report was then '\ 
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May t. , ^«Th» «Q|Dlwtt^ ftppoioted UJf c0Dmi»t die best neAod 

^^tor^rtl of preparing and publiBhing the pi^eedinga of the Gei^ 

iS^ ^ ^^^. ®^ Coofef enoe» Save had the rabject under • considenir 

ceedin«^ ^ tion, and reeominend the adoption of the folk>wia|r reaolnr 

Conference. tions :— 

<* 1. Reacdved, That the several Editors of the General 
Conferenee papers, Zion's Herald, and Northmn AdTOcate, 
be appointed a committee with authority to appoint a suit- 
able reports, to qontract fpr his compensation, supervise 
his reports, and superintend their publication, both widi 
respect ta matter and manner. 

'< 2. Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Book 
Agents to have published in pamphlet form, as soon as 
practicable, the official acts of the last General Conference ; 
and at the close of the present session, all its acts and 
doings as officially published by the committee of super- 
vision ; and also have printed in like form, for the use ef 
the members of the General Coaference, five hundred and 
fifty copies of the Rules adopted at this session for its 
government ; together with all the standing committees. 
"All which is respectfully submitted, 

"John £arlt, Chairman. 

."i%3, 1844." 

On motion of P. P. Saadlbrd, the resolution to sit with 
closed doors was understood not to exclude any regulai 
travelling preachers, or officers appointed by the Genersl 
Conference. 

B. M. Drake proposed to extend the privilege to all 
regular local preachers ; but the motion was lost. 

At half-past nine o^clock. Bishop Soule took the chair, 
and, after some prefatory remarks, read to the Confer^ce 
the Address of the Bishops. (See Doc. A, in the Appen- 
dix.) When he had finished. Bishop Hed<ting resumed 
the chak. 

Those delegates who had not presented their certificates 
were now permitted to offer them, and William A. Smith» 
William Winaus, Benjamin M. Drdi^e, James Jameson^ 
Elbert F. Seviejr, Samu^ Patton, Peter Doub, Thomas 
Stringfield, Marvin Richardson, Phineas Rice, John B. 
Stratten, John Lovejoy, Frederick UphajatH Sandford Ben- 
ton, and Levi Scott, presented their certificates and took 
tibeir seats. 

On motion of Fv Upham, Abel Stevens, a reserve dele^^ 
gate of the Providence Conference, was put in place of * 
Paui.Townsend, a delegate from that Conference, who 
had not yet arrived., ^ 

iMei^onfigm - The chair presented a certificate of the appointment of 
^ ^xtt^ -^hn Ryerson, Anson Greien, and Egertan Ryerson, as a 
delegation to ihis Conference from the Wesleyan Metho* 
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^st ChaTbh in Omadi. Tl^ c«rdfieate wts read, mnd 
the two filrst-nained bredirea were iatrodoced and invited 
to: take aeatfi. 

N. Bangs offered a paper to tlie Conference, and moved 
for its reading. As a substitute A. Foe moved its- refer- 
ence to a committee of seven. The substitnte was lost. 
The ehair decided that the consideration of Dr. Bangs' 
resokition was not now in order. 

'The chair announced the following standing commit- 
tees, viz. : — 

Committee on. the Book Conc^i^n. — William Winans, 
Alfred Griffith, John B. Stratten, Thomas Crowder, William 
H. Raper, Elias Bowen, Calvin W. Ruter, Charles Betts, 
George Webber^ 

Committee on Education. — Henry B. Bascom, John 
JBarly, Robert Paine, John P. Durbin, Charles Eiliott, 
Peter Akers, Stephen Olin, Matthew Simpson, Augastine 
B. Longstreet, Homer J. Clark, Charlesr Adams, Schuyler 
Seager^ Jesse T. Peck. 

Committee on Expenses of Delegates. — Charles B. 
Tippett, Charles D. Cahoon, William Pattoh. 

Committee on Temperance.^— Henry Slicer, Marvin 
Richardson, Zachariah Connell, Phineas CrandaIl,WilHaiA 
Murrah, Nelson Rounds, William Rtmnells. 

Committee on Sunday Schools. — Fitch Reed, A. L. 
P. Green, Leonidas L» Hamline, George W. Brush, John 
S. Porter, James E. Evans, John Hobart. 

Committee on the Bible Cause. — Lovick Pierce, 
Samuel Luckey, Jared Perkins, Levi Scott, G. W. D. 
Harris, John H. Power, Edmund W. Sehon. 

J. Early offered a series of resolutions, which were 
read. On motion of I. Winner, these resolutions were 
amended by the addition of another, referring so much of 
the Bishops' Address as relates to Popery to a special 
committee to be appointed. (See Resolution 8.) 

The ^r^^ resolution was adopted. 

A motion to lay the second resolution on the table was 
lost, and the resolution was adopted. 

While the third resolution was under consideration, on 
motion of N. Bangs, the wh(^e subject was laid on the 
table for the present. ■' \ 

He then further moved that the Presiding Elders of 
the New-York and Long Island Districts, and the Pre- 
siding Elder of the Newark District, New-Jersey, be a 
committee to appoint the preachers during this Conference. 
The motion prevailed, and these three Presiding Elders 
were constituted a committee on preaching. 

On motion of P. P. Sandford, this committee was au- 
thcHrised to call in and employ any aid they may judge 
proper. 
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• J. EuAfB mo^nm to loMifeie tke coosidentioa of As 
teaolntioiis offered by Um, did noi prersii. 

On motkm of J. Lane, Conference pioceeded to oonsti- 
tote, by the appoiptawnnt of one delegate front eadi Annnal 
Conference, ^ foUowii^r eonmitteeSy on Episc^iacj; 
Itinerancy, Bonndaries, and MimioBaf aa foflows*:— 

CouoTTBE OH £pi8aoFACT. — ^R. PauM, J. T. MitdieBy 
P. P. Sandford, F. Upbam, P. Crandall, M. HOI, £. Soott, 
T. Spioer, 6. Baker, £. Bowen, S. hackmy, J. J. Stead- 
man, J. Spencer, J. B. Finley, J. H. Power, G. Sndtli, 
A. Eddy, J. Stamper, Wm. W. Redman, B. T. Cioach, 
T. StringfieU, 6. W. D. Hanria, Jobn C. Parker, John 
Clark, Wm. Winana, J. Boring, Wm. J. Parks, S. Dim- 
wody, James Jamieson, J. Early, A. Griffidi, H. Wbite, 
I. Winner. 

CoKMiTTEB ON THE Itineranct.-^J. B. MTerrin, C. 
Adama, M. Richardson, J. Lovejoy, H. Nickerson, Wm. 

D. Cass, James Corel, jr., A. Adams, J. M. Snyder, G. 
Filmore, G. W. Clarke, Wm. Hunter, Z. Connell, Edw. 
Thompson, Elijah Crane, James HaTens, H. W. Reed, 
J. Yancleve, William Patton, Ed. Stevenaon, £. F. Se- 
vier, S. S. Moody, W. P. Ratcliffe, Littleton Fowler, J. 
Lane, Wm. Mmrah, J. E. Evans, W. M. Wightman, 
Peter Doob, W. A. Smith, John DaTia, I. T. Coi^r, J. 
Si Porter. 

COHMITTEE ON BoTTNDARIBS. P. RlCO, LoYi SCOtt, 

S. Benton, G. Pickering, E. Robinson, S. Kelley, J. ]\C. 
Wever, W. W. Ninde, D. A. Shepherd, J. B. Alverson; 
J. Bain, J. Drummond, C. Elliott, A. Poe, J. A. Bangh* 
man, J. Miller, B. Weed, P. Cartwright, J. M. Jamieson^ 
W. Gunn, S. Patton, T. Madden, W. M'Mahan, J. C. 
Parker, L. Fowler, G M. Rogers, G. Garrett, J. W. Glenn, 
C. Betts, H. G Leigh, T. Crowder, H. Slicer, T, Neal. 

CoKMiTTSE ON MISSIONS. — ^N. Bangs, J. A. Collins, A. 
Stevens, D. S. King, Geo. Webber, J. Spanlding, J. T. 
Peck, A. D. Peck, N. Rounds, Asa Abell, T. Goodwin, 
R. Boyd, J. M. Trimble, Elmore Yokum, Alvin Billings, 

E. R. Ames, J. Sinclair, N. G. Berr3rman, J. C.Bwrry* 
nan, H. H. Kavanaugh, T. Stringfield, A. L. P. Green, 
T. Joyner, A. Hunter, J. dark, B. M. Drake, J. Hamil- 
ton, L. Pierce, W. Capers, L. M. Lee, T. J. Thompson, 
J. K. Shaw, J. Jameson. 

After prayer by brother Dun wody, Conference adjourn- 
ed, to meet to«morrow morning, at naif-past eight o'cloek. 



May I. FRIDAY, MAY 3. 

Conference net, at half-past eight o'clock, Bbhop An- 
dvev in the chair, and was opened with appropriate ex- 
ercises, by brother Finley. 
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Qn motion of N. Qanga, tho casing of the list was di»- Hair >• 
pensedwith. . S^Si^KrSJ! 

Tbo JQurnai of ye^t^rday was read, ooirected, and 
confirmed. 

The following readntioni, ofiered by J. B. Finley, were 
.^opted:-^ 

" 1. Resolved, That the Rev. G. Lane, Rev. J. P. ii^KdiitioM to- 
Wright, wd Rev. L. Swonnstedt, Book AgeiuUr at New- fflt?*^ 
York and Cincinnati^ be, and they are hereby invited to ^^J^Jjto 
take seats within the bar of this Conference, whenever it 
shall suit their convenience so to do ; and that they be at 
liberty to speak on all subjects relating to the Book Con- 
oern that may come before the Conforenca. 

<< 2. Resolved, That the Rev. Cv Pitman, Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Missionary Soeietf of the M. B. 
Churchj be invited to take a aeat within the bar of this ' 
Conference, whenever it shall suit his convenience so to 
do ; and that he be at liber^ to speak on all snbjecte 
relating to the miaaionuy cause which may come before 
the Conference. "P. P, Sandtord, . 

«* J. B. FWLBV. 

**Jlfey3,1844.'' 

Lovidc Pieroe and George F. Pierce^ of the Georgia 
Conference, and Aaron Woods, of the Indiana Conference, 
iq^PQared, and took their seats. 

J. B. M'Ferrii^ presented the following lesointtda, 
which was adopted, namely :— 

"ResdVed, That the Rev. Dr. Bond, and Rev. G. ^^'Jj^j^ 
Coles, be invited to take seats within the bar; and take 
such part in the deliberations of this body from time to 
timp as they may leel disposed, during our present session;^ 

The chair, under the ruk, called for reports, petitions, ^SLJ^JJ!"' 
and memorials, and called the Conferences in onler. ^ ' ' 

NeuD^Yark Cw/&f!Wio^.— N. Bangs pesented the repoit New-voikCoii- 
of die Bedk Commiltee in N. York, which was read, and, ^^' 
on motion, referred to the Committee on the Book Caneeni. 

Promdence C(mferenee.--^T . Upham presented a memo^ PvovidMoe 
rial of that Conference on the subject of slavery. The <H>»ftMa»*.. 
readiflig being called for, it was read. 

J. A. Collins moved for the appointment of a eommitteei ^^^"^^^^L^ 
to be called the Committee on Slavery, and to be consti* ed.^"^ 
tuted by one member from each Annual Conference. 

W, Capers' motion to lay this on the taUe was lost, 
and the committee was osderedr 

F. Upham presented memorials on slavery, finm Elm* i)«wdMce^ 
street station^ New^Badford, Fall River, Cha&am, Soodi 
Smitbfieldi Pawtuoket, and Cumberiand stations, whidi 
www all refened to the Conunittee on Slavery. 

Saadted SeiyMrirant tlM 8iM0 Cenfemiee; ] 
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May & ft siimlftr petition f^om Norwich Falls, which was refenred 
to the same committee. 
Ntw-Engiand NevhEnglond C&nference,-^T, CrandaU presented me- 
conf«reiic9. morials on slavery from St. Paul's Church, Lowell; North 
Brookfield, Holustbn, South Brookfield, Lowell, and 
Spencer, which were referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

D. S. King presented a similar petition from Chelsea, 
wMeh was referred to the same committee. 

J. Porter presented a memorial signed by three stew- 
ards of Lynn Common, in behalf of the society, which 
was referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

J. Porter also presented a petition from the Lynn Oortt- 

mon station on temperance, which was referred to the 

> Cmnmittee on Temperance. 

ifafaid CoBfeT- . Maine Conference, — E. Robinson presented a memorial 

""^ on slavery from the Maine Annual Conference, which 

was read, and referred to the Committee on Slavery. 
M^^mpahirt New^HompsMre Conference. — S. Chamberlih presented 
rence. memorials on slavery from Boscawen, Deering, and 
Hillsborough, Peterborough, South Sutton, Chichester, 
Rindge, Sandown, New-Ipswich, Dcny> North Salem, 
Hudson, Gilmanton, Northfield, G<>ff's Town, Pembroke, 
Henniker, Nashua, and Concord, which were referred to 
the Cotnmittee on Slavery. 

J. Perkins presented memorials from Marlow, N. 
Charleston, Unity, Acworth, Charleston, and Alstead, 
which were referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

S. Kelley presented memorials on slavery from New- 
market and South Newmasrket stations. Poplin, Ports- 
mouth, IVIbthuen, East Salisbury, and Greenland circuits, 
which were referred to the same committee. 

W. D. Cass presented memorials on slavery from Do- 
ver, Epping, Seabrook, Great Falls, Rochester, and East 
Saadmanton : referred to the same committee. 
Slack tiwtt Bladt River Conference. — A. D. Peck presented a me- 
confenmce. jmofjal on slavery from Victory circuit, which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Slavery. 
ntMMttf Con- Pittsburg Conferenee.-^J. Drummond presented memo- 
"*'^* rials on slavery from Claysville, Cadiz, Sharon, Wash- 

ington^ Norwich, Coshocton, Cambridge, AfConnellsville) 
B!oA Canton circuits, which were referred to the Commil- 
tee on Slavery. 
MemoiiaiontiMB J. Spencer presented the memorial of forty-eight travel- 
«riai of pre - ^^ preachers, praying that an accused travelling preacher 
' ' may be tried by a committee of the Annual Conference, 
' ' ilisteiid.of Uie whole body; and asking that the Disci- 
pUne be so altered as to meet tilie «ase. He moved the 
appointment of a committee of five, to be called the Com- 
ii^toe m Bmrisai and Uaiairti^d Bttsteess, to wImmb his 



menoxiil laajr be referred. T1i» cMBnittee was oidwei, >^^ 
and the memorial referred to it. 

R. Boyd piresented ttoee petkioBs on sloverj, from 
WMhington oiivuit, diive from Sttonnerfield, and two 
Irom BamesTille, which were referred- to ike Commiltee • 
on Slavery; , . 

Nori^ Wiio Cat^ence.-^J. H, Power presented a me- Nocth ohfo 
inorial from the Qnarterly Meeting Gonfeitoce.of Naah^ G^f^nM- 
tille, asking for a rule in I^scipline to require seme lite* 
lary and theological trainings before the Quarterly Meeting . 
Conferences license a man to preach. This petition was t,^*,*,^. ^« « 
read, and, on motion of J. H. Power, a select oomnuttoe tenuryipiitte. 
•f five was ordered, to whom the paper was referred. ^^ ^ 
Bro. Power presented nine more memorials on- the same F »ff w» ^ 
mbjeot, from ihe Quarterly Meeting Conferences of Mans- iw:t wLZ 
field and Mount Yemon stations ; and CHivesburgj ^**' 
Amity, BdlsviUe, Frederick, East Union^ Martinsbarg, 
mid Mount Gilead circnits, which .were referred to the 
«ame committee. 

Okia Cot^enHee.-'^Whea this Conference was caUed^ ouo confer- 
J. Drummond, of the Pittsburg Conference, presented a 
awmorial from the Marietta stotkm, on siaYiery, which 
was refened to the proper eomnnttee. 

Rock River Canfirence. — 3^ T. Mitchell presented <sis 
isolations from tlie Rock River Conference, which were 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

J. Sinclair presented a memorial on slavery from the 
Roscoe circuit, which was referred to the Ccnnmittee on 
Slarery. 

KenUicky C(m/ef09aee.<~B. T. Crouch presented a resolii- Ksntwky coaf. 
tion ci this Conference in reference to diviuon^ which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

IfuUami Conference. — ^M. Simpson presented Conference t« ^t i t coBf. 
resolutions on division, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. Qtlmrs praying fear a reduction in 
the price of our books, and in reference to the '' Social 
and Domestic Libn^," which wer^ referred to the C<nn- 
mittee cm the Book Concern. Also one in regard to our 
German missicms, praying ^at they may not Im separated 
from our general work : referred to &e Committee on ' 
Missions. And a series of Conference resections, which 
were referred to the Committee on Revisal and Unfewshed 
Business. 

On motion of J. Early, all the nienK>rials and msolu- CoontttM w 
Hons on the subject of the proposed Social and Domeelic ^S^jubl^^ 
Library were referred to a special committee. of nfam^ 
which was ordered; and all &e papers of this deserip- 
tibn are directed to be given to thimcomnnttee. . 

ArhmHLS Canforenee,/-^. C' Parker )pareseoted a memo* MOtmiiM 6oik 
rial from 4he Smiken Forii ciisait^ praying thai^it majr be 
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kid^A. la (ke Team GonfiedrencB. R«fentod to tke Omat- 
mittee on Doundariea. 
M^tei^. Virgmut Coii^fMM«.r**Wliaa. tho Virf^ CkttferMice 
Waiitr. ' WW called, Bishop> Souk presented. a memoriid (wideb 
liad been laid on the Pretideni's table) ftom Wm. L 
Waller, of that Conference, praying the Genexal CcNsfeiV' 
•eaee to give an expression of ofdmoii on dootiine and 
Uw s and containing some eomplainta agaioBt the actke 
4xf theVirgima Conference, and the coune adopted hf 
tile Editor of the Richmond. Qbxistian Advocate. 
M^m on Di. A motion, offered by W, Winans, to lay the nomoiial 
■Sm^ "^ <Mi the table, pMTailed. After this, eonsidesable ooiiveiw 
liatioa lodi place, find A. Poe noved to leoonaider' the 
above vote ; which motion preyailed. . 

H. Slicer then moved, thai so moob of the Bsemoii^ as 
lefers to the acts of the Virginia Conference be referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy ; ao much as relates to 
the Editor Hof the Richmond Cluristian. Advocate he le* 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern^ and se 
Ihooh as relates to the baptism of childreB> to the Com- 
nitlee im Revision. 

.At this stage of the proceedings, J. B.Finl^ moved 
to lay the whole subject smi the tal^e | whieh motton was 
hist. 

A fimion of H. Slicer's motion was. oslled fiw, and 
the first section, referring a poEtion to the Comn^ttee oil 
itinerancy, was adopted. The seoend set^tion^ refening 
another povlion to the Committee on the Book Coneera, 
was also adopted. While the third was nnder disonssioa^ 
. .. m^oaa to pKdong the session nntU P. P. Sandford had 

eonclnd^d his remarks, ai)4 && amendment, proposing to 
lengthen the session until the subject was dispfseed ct, 
both failed'; and before a vote was had go, the third auc- 
tion, the time of adjournment anived, and Conferwsee. was 
dismiflBed with the benediction by theTiceidsiit* 

iia74. SATURDAY, MAT 4. ' 

.QoBfeTence'met at hakf-past eight o'cbdk, A. M., and 

was opened with sppnoj^riate religions exercises by hrother 

White. Bishop Wangh in the chair. : r 

/ The journal of^ yesterday was vead,. tonrefeted, sod sp 

proved. 

' John Ferree, of Ihe Qfab Coeafsrence^ Mid Thomas 

/, ,, fiov«rei|^, ef the New^Jersey Oonferem^^apfioaffed sad 

look- their, seals. 

^^^SSf£ ^ - On mothia of N^ Banga^ the Confei^ene^ suspendsd llie 

coi^eiwiM, order of tho day ibr^ the puqxise of idoei ving« tk^ AddsiSi 

m^^'^'., fiftheWesteywI^ethodisiOohftteaeei^fllnglaiML. The 

Addmaa waa t^n Tafkd^and, on fllo«ioii.of N. Btm0^Ht 
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liaifed to a committee of three, to be called a Conunittee 
of Correspondence, to answer it. On motion of N. 
Bangs, the Conference ordered that the Address be pub- 
lished. (App. Doc« B.) 

The chair reported the following committees, viz. : — 
CoBCHiTTSB ON Revisal. — GcoTge Peok, John G. Dow, 
John A. Gere, Aaron Wood, John Ferree. 

CoMMiTTEB ON CouRSE OF SttTdt .---Stephen Martin* 
dale, John Bear, Truman Seymour, Silas Comfort, Simon 
Elliott. 

COMKITTEE ON SoCIAL AND DOMESTIC LlfiRAR7.r— Alien 

Wiley, C. W. Carpenter, O. F. Pierce, A. L. P. Green, 
H. A. G. Walker, Schuyler Chamberlin, Edmund Thomp- 
aOD, N. J. B. Morgan, F. G. Hibbard. 

On motion of M. Simpson^ the order of the day was 
ausp^nded for the purpose of offering the following re* 
acdution: — 

" Resolved, That permission having been obtained of 
the city authorities to have the street in front of the church 
covered with tain, to prevent the disturbance of the Con- 
ference by the noise of vehicles, &c., the Book Agents 
have the street so covered as soon as practicable.^ 

A. Poe moved to lay the resolution on the* table. Lost. 
The resolution w48 then adopted. 

The chair, under the rule, called for reports, petitions; 
and memorials. 

Virginia Conference, — The Conference resumed the 
consideration of the memorial of W. J. Waller, of the 
Virginia Conference, which waa the reference of so much 
of the memoriaras referred to the baptism of children. 
T. Stringfield presented the following resolution : — 

'* Resolved, That we reconsider the vote referring parts 
of the memorial of W« J. Waller to two of the standing 
eoflunittees." 

The Conference then reconsidered the vote of reference, 
and referred the memorial to a committee of five. The 
fbliowittg resolution was adopted : — 

'* Resolved, That we commit the entire memorial of 
W. J. Waller to a special committee, to examine, and re- 
peart on any point or points therein contained, which, in 
their judgment, should engage the attention of this Con- 
ference. W. A. Smith." 

Vir^ia Conference was again called, when Bishop 
Soule presented the memorial of James M. Taylor, a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the city 
of Richmond, stating its contents ; whereupon, on motion 
of J. B. Finley, the Conference granted the memorialist 
leave to withdraw his petition. 

J. Early presented two resolutions of the Y itginia Con-» 
ference, oa^the subject of a Social and Domestic library, 

B 
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V*^^ 99t a branch, book deposilovy in the. cilj <tf Ridunandy 
wbi^h w^re referred to their mpprc^riate committeeB. 

J. A. Collin* presenled a sealed coamnmeatioii, and 
moved that the President open and read it, and |^ve to the 
Gonfereace a synopais of its contenta. 

J. P. Durbin moved to amend tbe resolutuni by in« 
eluding all sealed commnnications addressed to the Ckm* 
foresee : admitted by the mover ; and the nesolutiea was 
adopted. 
^ttam« Con- Baltimore Conference, — ^H. Slicer presented the rBmest 
of the Baltim<M;e Conference for a division of said Con- 
ference. Referred to Committee on Boundaries* 

J, A. Collins presented a communication from the Local 

M«m(niaiof Lo* Preachers and Exhortera^ Association of the city of Haiti- 

Am^S^^^ more, asking such an addition to our rules as to midco 

Battunore. local preachers and exhorters, accused of crime ormiade- 

meanor, subject to trial, &c., either in the circuit or station 

tion where Uie accused resides, or where the offence was 

committed. Also to make them responsible to the Quarterly 

Conference for the publication or circulation of any doc- 

^nes or other matter injurious to the purity or peace of 

the church : referred t^ the Committee on Revisal and 

Unfifiished Business. Also for a suitable course of study 

for local preachers : referred to the Committee on Course 

of Study, 

The' President stated that he had read the sealed c<mi- 
mnnicata,on presented by brother CdUns, and gave the 
I Conference a synopsis of its contents. 

E. Robinson moved that the memorialist have leave to 
withdraw his petition: this resolution was withdrawn, 
but was renewed by J. B. Finley. h A. Collins moved 
to lay the resolution on the tabte : lost. S. Martindale 
presented the following substitute :-^ 

'* Resolved, That this communication be refenred to the 
^>ecial committee to whom was referred die memorial of 
W, J. Waller." The substitute prevailed. 

Philadelphia Conference, •-^JI. White presented a memo* 
rial from Philadelphia on the subject of coloured testimony. 
Referred to Committee on Slavery. Also resolution itf 
the Philadelphia Conference on tbe restoration of Mr, 
Wesley's rule on buying, selUng, and using sf»ritoons 
liq(i<»s-**In relation to a course of study for local preach- 
erfr-^^-Asking the General Conference to remit a cktm of 
Book Concern against J. Quinby, deeeased-^To publish 
% monthly quarto periodical by the Book Concern at New- 
York-*— To extend the probation of traveling preachers to 
fom; yearS'^On the return of members isit the Annual 
Conferences, so as to make a distinction between pro- 
bstioners and those in full menbershxp^^}n the request 
V9 QMOHr witbi the Qeaesoe Co«fei»nea^oii the (n^geet 
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of altering the geneml nile on slavery-— On the request of Mif 4* 
the New-Jersey Conference, on the i^uhject of making lo- 'S*?^*^ 
cal preachers responsible and cognizable for aUoffenees aet 
the places where committed — On the request of the New- 
Tore Ck>nference to restore Mr. Weidey's original rule 
on spirituous liquors — ^Also of the New-York Conference 
t>n the subject of slavery. All referred to their appropri- 
«te committees^ 

H. White also [nresented the resolutions of the Phila* 
delphia Conference, oa the subject of the general deseera- 
tion of the Sabbath. 

G. Baker moved their reference to a select committee 
of five. Carried^ 

T. J. Thompson presented a memorial from certain 
coloured persons, members of the church in Philadelphia, 
asking a rule requiring all preachers employed by Con- 
ference to pass an annual examination. Referred to 
Committee on Bevisal and Unfinished Business. 

New- Jersey Conference. — I. Winner presented a resofai- 
tion of the New-Jersey Conference, asking that the rale of 
discipline under the head of " Presiding Elders," section 
6y quest. 4, may read, " How long may a Bishop allow a 
Presiding Elder to remain in office V* Referred to Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 

On motion of W. Winans, the rules were suspended to 
allow him to ask to be released from a committee ; and he 
asked to be rdeased from serving on the Committee on 
tiie Book Concern. The Conference granted his request ; 
and W. H. Raper was appointed chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern ; and S. D. Ferguson to fill 
the place of W. Winans on said committee. 

The call for memorials, &c., was resumed. . 

Troff Conference, — J. B. Houghtaling presented two *^ Confer* 
xesolutions of the Troy Conference ; one on the subject ''^^ 
of slavery, and one on the subject of temperance, which 
were referred. 

T. Spicer presented a memorial on the subject of slavery 
from Chazy station ; also one from West Plattsburg, ask- 
ing a repeal of the resolution on coloured testimony. 
Referred to Committee on Slavery. 

New-Hammshire Conference. — i, G. Dow presented 
memorials, tram the foUowing places, on the subject of 
slavery, viz. :-^Montpelier, Barre, Randolph, Chelsea, 
Bethel, Williamstown, Orange, P^field, Sharon, Union 
Village, Middlesex, Thetford, Cambridge, Moretown, 
Rochester, Barnard, Gaysville, and Rayalton, which were 
referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

£. Soott presented memorials on die subject of slavery 
firom Newark, which were referred to the Commitiee on 
Slavery, » 
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C« D. Gaboon presented two petitions on the dinnott 
of New-Hampshire Conference. Referred to CommiUeer 
on Boundaries. Also memorials, on the subject of slarerf, 
from Glaremont and Athens, which were referred to the 
Committee on Slavery. Also a memorial of the New- 
Hampshire Conference on slavery, which document he 
asked to have read. A. B. Longstreet moved to dispense 
with the reading. This motion was lost ; and the docu- 
ment was then read, and referred to the Committee oa 
Slavery. Also certain resolutions of the New-Hampshire 
Conference, on the appointment of slaveholders to the 
office of Missionary Secretary, or missionaries, under the 
direction of the Parent Board, which were read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Slavery. Also resolutions oa 
. the subject of coloured testimony : read and referred to 
the same committee. 

W. D. Cass presented a memorial from Tamworth 
station, an the subject of slavery, which was referred te 
the Committee on Slavery. 

New-England Conference.-^F. Crandall presented me- 
morials, on the subject of slavery, from South Hadley and 
Worthen-street station, Lowell, which were referred to 
the Committee on Slavery. 

J. Porter presented memorials, on slavery,, from Lynn 
(Wood End) and Gloucester. Referred to Committee on 
Slavery. 

C. Adams presented memorials on the subject of slave- 
ry, from Greenfield, Greenwich, Prescott, Belchertown, 
Ludlow, Athd, Dana, Petersham, South Wilbraham, 
North Wilbraham, Springfield, and the students of Wes- 
leyan University, which were referred to Committee on 
Slavery.^ 

Pittsburg Conference .^"S* Wakefield presented three 
memorials from the Murraysville circuit, on the subject 
of slavery, which were referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

W. Hunter presented the action of the Pittsburg Con- 
ference on the resolutions of the New- York Conference 
on slavery and temperance, which were referred to the 
Committees on Slavery and TemperaxKre. 

Maine Conference, — E. Robinson presented eight me- 
morials on the subject of slavery, fVom Kent Hill, Wiit- 
throp station, Prospect circuit, Penobscot circuit, Quar- 
terly Conference of Exeter and Corinth circuits, Exeter, 
MontsviUe, and Bowdoinham circuits, which w6re referred 
to the Committee on Slavery. 

Black River Conference,^ — G. Baker presented six reso- 
lutions of this Conference: 1. On the Genesee Conference 
resolation on slavery; 2. On the New- York Conference 
resolution on temperance; 3. On the New-York Cos- 
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Ibrence resolution oil slavery; 4. On the New- Jersey 
Conference resolation on the trial of local preachers; 
i6. Asking the General Conference to rescind the resolu- 
tion upon coloured testimony; 6. Asking the General 
Coiiferenoe to define the **6vil of slavery." The first, 
third, fifth, and sistth, were referred, to the Committee on 
Slavery, and the fourth to the Committee oiT Revisal. 

W. W. Ninde presented a memoriZl from Fairfield cir- 
cuit, on the subject of slavery. Referred to Committee 
on Slavery. 

Erie Conference, — ^J. J. Steadman presented a memo- 
rial from Peter D. Horton, complaining of the Erie Con- 
ference, and asking relief on account of bodLS purchased. 
Referred to Committee on Book Concern. 

Oneida Conference. — N. Rounds presented the memorial 
of sundry persons, members of the churc]} in Sharon and 
Cobbleskill charges, asking to be set off to the Troy Con- 
ference. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

S. Comfort presented a memorial of the Wyoming 
District Lyceum of travelling preachers, on the subject of 
seating congregations. Referred to Committee on Re- 
visal. 

Michigan Conference. — E. Crane presented the petition 
of sundiy persons, members of the M. £. Church in the 
towns of Gorham and Chesterfield, in the state of Ohio, 
asking that said towns may be set off to the Michigan 
Conference. Referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

G. Smith presented a resolution of the Michigan Con- 
ference, requesting General Conference to rescind the 
resolution on coloured testimony. Referred to Committee 
on Slavery. Also a resolution of the same Conference, 
a^ing to have the missions among the Ojibway Indians 
set off to the Michigan Conference. Referred to the 
Committee on Missions. 

Genesee Conference, --^G. Filraore presented a memo- 
rial of the Genesee Conference on the subject of coloured 
testimony. Read, and referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. Also a memorial from Akron circuit on the same 
subject. Referred to same committee. 

F. G. Hibbard presented a memorial from St. John'^ 
Church, Rochester, on the subject of slavery. Referred 
to Committee on Slavery. 

North Ohio Conference . — E.Yocun^ presented four me- 
morials from Ashland, Canal Dover, Richfield, and* Jerome- 
ville circuits, on the subject of a course of study for local 
preachers. Referred to Committee on Course of Study. 
J. H. Power presented a memorial from members of 
Dover, Amherst, Elyville, Milan, Norwalk, Brooklyn, 
Brunswick, and Clarksfield circuits, on the same subject, 
which were referred to the same commtttee. Also % 
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petition of C. Waddle, to be released from a claim heU 
agaiaat him by the Book Coneeni. Referred to Commit- 
tee on Book Concern. Also a petition of certain persons 
in the village of Roscoe, North Ohio Conference, and m. 
Ae village of Coshocton, Pittsburg Conference, asking 
Ihat Roscoe may be set off to the Pittsbnrg Conference. 
Ref<»red to Committee on Boundaries. W. Runnefls 
presented a memorflil of.C. B. Sqaire, to be released from 
a claim held against him by the Book Concern at New* 
York. Referred to Committee on Book Concern. 

Kentucky Conference. — ^B. T. Oionch presented reso- 
lutions of the Kentucky Conference : 1. On reducing the 
price of books published by the Book Concern. Referred 
to Committee on Book Concern. 2. In reference to the 
general rule on spirituous liquors. Referred to Committee 
On Temperance^ 3. In reference to the general rale tm 
slavery. Referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

Ohio Conference, — ^J. B. Finley presented the report of 
the Book Committee at Cincinnati, which was rea^, and 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

Also, a memorial on Smiday schools, and a plan of a 
^' Social and Domestic Library." Also, a memorial on 
slavery from Newark, Ohio. Also, on eclectic divinity. 
All of which were referred to the appropriate committees. 

J. M. Trimble presented a series of resolutions adopted 
by the Ohio Conference. 1. On the New- York Confer* 
ence resolution on temperance. 2. On the New- York 
Conference resolution on slavery. 3. On the subject of 
a " Social and Domestic Library." 4. Requesting the 
General Conference to remit the claim against Jacob 
Young, for books, amounting to $326 28. 5. On the 
studies of under graduates in the ministry, requiring all, 
before being received on trial, to be examined on the lite*' 
raty part of their course ^of study. All the above were 
referred to th^ir appropriate committees. 

Miswuri Cowferenoe, — ^W. W. Redman jvesented reso- 
lutions of the Missouri Conference. 1. Inquiring into the 
propriety of reporting persons only on trial in the Minutes. 
2. On " Social and Domestic Libraryi" 3. On the New- 
York Conference resolution respecting Mr. Wesley's 
original rule on temperance. 4. On the New^Jerse^ 
Conference resolution respecting the trial of local preach- 
ers. All referred to the appropriate committees. 

Georgia Conference. — L. Pierce presented resolutions 
of the Georgia Conference, asking a division of said Con- 
ference. Referred to Committed on Boundaries. Bishqp 
Morris presented a letter from P. P. Smith on the sam^ 
subject, which was referred to the same committee. 

Afkan9as Conference. ---^G. Parker presented a resc^u^* 
lion of the Arkansas Conference on the siAject of a ^' So* 
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eial and Domestic LfbiBXfy' which w$b tefetted t6 die MiQrc 
comoiittee on that subject. 

Tbe chair called for appeals, and Appeiria. 

J. A. Gere presented &e appeal of Francis A. Harding, ?• A. Hardinf , 
of the Baltimore Conference; which, on motion, the 
Conference made the special order for Tuesday next. 

E. Crane presented the appeal of Bradford Frazee, of ^.FnMe. 
the Michigan Conference; and, on motion, Conference 
70ted to proceed to the hearing of this appeal immediately 
on finishing the appeal of F. A. Harding. 

J. H. Power presented the appeal of Luman A. Allen, l. a. 
of the North Ohio Conference, which, on motion, was 
made the special order for Friday next. ' 

N. Bangs presented a comnnunieation from the M. E. 
Church in Upper Canada, and moved that it be read: 
carried. The communication having been read, N. Bangs 
moved that the brethren appointed by the said church as 
delegates to this Conference, be recognized, and invited 
to ta^e their seats. J. T. Peck moved to lay the resolu- 
tioa on the table, and make it the special order for Mon- 
day next, imraeiHately after reading the journals ; which 
motion prevailed. 

P. Crandall moved to prolong the session, to allow the 
delegates to make their aj^intments of the Committee 
on Slavery : carried* The following persons were di6n 
appointed : — 

Committee oh Slavert.^ — G.Peck, A. Stevens, J. Por* 
ter, E. Robinson, C. D. Cahoon, T. Seymour, A. D. Peck, 
S. Comfort, A. Steele, J. J. Steadman, S. Wakefield, J. 
Ferree, E. Thompson, E. Crane, A. Wiley, J. T. Mitchell, 
P. Cartwright, W. Patton, W. Gunn, T. Stringfield, A. L. 
P. Green, W. M'Mahan, W. P. RatcUffe, L. Fowler, G. 
M* Rogers, J. Boring, G. F. Pierce, H. A. C. Walker, P. 
Doub, W. A. Smith, G. Hildt, W. Cooper, T. Sovereign. 

S. Patton, of the Holston Conference, asked and ob- 
tained permission for the delegates of said Conference to 
release T. Stringfield from the Committee on Missions, 
and to appoint E. F. Sevier in his place. 

£. Robinson asked to be released from the Committee 
on Boundaries. His request was granted, and D. B. 
Randall appointed in his place. 

E. Thompson asked to be released from the Committee 
on Itinerancy. His request was granted, and W. Run- 
nells appointed in his stead. 

The chair changed T. Seymour from the Committee on 
Course of Stqdy, and appointed S. D. Ferguson to fill his 
place. 8. D. Ferguson was released from the Committee 
on the Book Concern, and T. Seymour was appointed in 
his place. 

A. li. P. Green was- released from the Committee on^ 
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MsvA. Tracts and 6,unday schools, and T. Madden appoioted Id 
bis place. 

ConfereDce then adjourned with prayer by brother 
Crowder. 
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MONDAY, MAY 6. 

Conference assembled at half-past eight o'clock, A. M.» 
Bishop Morris in the chair. Religions exercises were^ 
conducted by brother Neal. 

The journal of Saturday was read, corrected, and con- 
firmed. 

H. 6. Bascora appeared, and took his seat. 

The chair announced the following committees : — 

Committee or Correspondence. — George Peck, Ro- 
bert Paine, L. L. Hamline. 

Committee on the Sabbath. — Nathan Bangs, James 
B. Finley, John P. Durbin, Jefferson Hamilton, Charles 
Adams. 

Committee on Petition of W. J. Wali^er. — John 
Davis, Tobias Spicer, Benj. M. Drake, Benj. T. Crouch, 
Aaron Adams. 

The special order of the day, the motion of N. Bangs 
to invite the delegates from the M. £. Church in Canada 
to seats in this Conference, was taken up, and N. Bangs 
and S. Luckey further proposed to refer the communica- 
tion presented in behalf of these brethren, and the motion 
inviting them to take seats, to a select committee of five. 
The proposal was agreed to, and the reference made 
accordingly. 

On a complaint of H. Slicer, in regard to a misrepre- 
sentation of him published in the " Commercial Adver- ^ 
tiser," the Conference, by a vote, declined to hear the 
reporter in explanation. A motion to suspend the order 
of business, for the purpose of taking further action in 
this matter, was laid on the table. 

The chair, under the rule, called for reports of commit* 
tees ; but before the call had been answered, the order of 
business was suspended, to admit the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted with great unanimity : — 

" Resolved, That Rev. E. S. Jan^s, Financial Secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society, be invited to take a 
seat within the bar of the house ; and to speak on all sub 
j^cts connected witfi the Bible cause." 

When the New- York Conference was named, in re- 
suming the call for reports, P. P« Sandford presented the 
report of the Book Agents at New- York; which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on the Book Con* 
cem. 
. J. F. Wright, Book Agent at Cincinnati, presented the 
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report of the Book Agents in that city, which was read, 
and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

The chair called, under the rale, for petitions, memo- 
rials, and appeals, calling the Conferences in order. 

Pr^Hndence Conference, — S. Benton presented a resoht* 
tidn of the Annual Conference, asking a change of a rale 
of Discipline in regard to superannuated preachers. Re- 
'ferred to Committee on Revisal. * 

Maine Conference,-^! , B. Hobart presented a memorial 
on slavery, wiiich was referred to the committee on ^at 
subject. ' - , 

NevO'Hampshire Conference, — ^J. Perkins presented me- 
morials on slavery from Winchester, Hinsdale, Guilford, 
Cavendish, Putney, Wethersfield, West Windsor, and 
Wilmington, which were appropriately referred. S. Kel- 
ley presented memorials on slavery from Dunham, New- 
market, and South Newmarket, which were also-referred* 
' Troy Conference. — ^J. B. Houghtaling presented a me* 
morial on slavery from Essex circuit, which was referred. 

Oneida Conference. — ^J. M. Snyder presented the con- 
eurrence of mis Conference in the circulars from the 
Genesee and New-York Conferences on slavery and 
temperance; which were referred appropriately. Also, 
of non-concurrence with the resolution of the New-Jersey 
Conference in regard to local preachers. Also, the peti« 
tion of said Conference, aaking for the rescinding of the 
resolution of 1840 on the testimony of coloured persons. 
This was read, and referred to the Committee on Slavery. 
Also, resolutions of the Conference, recommending an 
alteration in usage or law, by which a Presiding Elder 
shall not hold the office more than four years at one time, 
nor a preacher be returned to the same charge short of 
six years from the time of his appointment to it. Also, 
a resolution instracting the delegates of the above Confer- 
ence to exert themselves to have the term of probation of 
travelling preachers extended to four years. These were 
read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal. 

Genesee Conference, — G. Filmore presented the unani- 
mous concurrence of this Conference with the resolutions 
of the New-York and New-Jersey Conferences on tem- 
perance and slavery, and in reference to the trial of local 
preachers. Referred. 

Ohio Conference.-^!. B. Finley presented the memorial 
of Jacob Young, a member of the Ohio Conference, asking 
a release from a debt to the Book Concero. Referred to 
Committee on the Book Concern. Z. Connell presented 
the memorial of sundry members of this Conference-, 
praying for a modification of the rule in reference to ad- 
mitting persons to the Lord^s table. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Revisal. 
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^<^ Ohio C\m^efie0.---£.Tliompsoiiixre8eaBitediesola« 
tions of this Confereoce ^»pnmog tlie plan of a Social and 
Domestic Libraiy. Referred to eommittee on that aid^ect. 

Also, the non-conciirreiice of diia Conference with tbe 
resolntion of the Genesee Conference on the alteration of 
the rule on slavery ; and the concurreiice of the Confer- 
ence with the New* York resofaitions on temperance and 
slavery. All referred. 

Also, a petition of the North Ohio Conference, asddng 
a donation from the Book Concern to the Ohio Wesleyaa 
University, of one copy of every hook published or on 
sale at our Conference office. Referred to Committee on 
Book Concern. 

Indiana Conference, -^k. Wood pres^ted a petition feom 
sundry persons, members of the M. E. Church in the 
Michigan Conference, asking a change in the line of 
division between that and the Indiana Conference. Refers 
red to Committee on Boundaries. 

Illinois Conference, — J. Vandeve presented a resohi* 
tion of unanimous concurrence of this Conference in 
the recommen Nation of the Book Committee in Cincm- 
nati, in relation to a " Social and Domestic Library.** 
Referred to the committee on that subject. 

P. Cartwright presented a resolution on the division of 
the niinois Conference, which was referred to the Com* 
mittee on Boundaries. When the 

Missouri Conference was called, W. W. Redman pre* 
sented the appeal of James S. Lent, from the actionof 
die Genesee Conference. On motion, the appeal was 
received, and laid on the table. 

Kentucky Conference, ^■^^, Steph^son presented a memo- 
rial irom the Quarterly Meeting Conference of Eikton 
circuit, in relation to the support of our ministers, which, 
on motion of brother Stephenson, was referred to a com^ 
mittee of seven, to be appointed for that purpose. The 
following resolution was passed : — 

*' Resolved, That a special committee of seven be ap* 
pointed by the chair, whose duty it shall be to consider and 
report in relation to the expediency of revising and amend* 
ing our preseint system of rules on the subject of minis- 
terial support, to whom shall be referred all communications 
addressed to this body on that subject." 

Holston Conference. — E. F. Sevier presented resolutions 
of non-conourrence with the Genesee and NeW-Yoik 
Conferences on slavery ; which were read, and referred 
to the Committee on Slavery. Also, a resolution of con- 
currence with the New-York Conference on temperance. 
Referred to Committee on Temperance. Also, a resohi- 
tiea approvingof a Social and Domestic Library. Referred 
to committee on that subject. Also, a^resolution askingm 



Jmamd vf Omeral €4n^ene$, 1844. 



27 



change in the Une of dirisioa between Kdsum and Soath ^^^ 
Carolina Conferences. Refomd to Comndctee on Bound- 
.afiea. Also, s resolution prayinff for a rule to be insetted 
in the Discipline, aitthoxizing a Presiding Elder, when he 
judges a local preacher has been, unjusdy acquitted, to 
refer the case to an Annual Conference for adjudication. 
Read, and referred to Committee on Revisal. 

Tetmessee Conferenee.—J. B. M'Petrin presented the ''SSS!*^' 
nnanimous concurrence of this Conference with the New- 
Jersey Conference on the trial of local preachers ; also, . 
their non-conconence -with the Genesee and New-^York 
Conferences on slavery, and the New-York Conference 
on temperance. Referred to the proper committees. 

Alabama Conferet^. — ^W. Murrah presented a resolu- ^JJJJJJ ^^'^ 
tion of this Conference concerning the §». W. Christian 
Adyocate. Referred to Committee on Bo<^ Concern. 
Also, resolutions of non-concurrence with the New-York 
resolutions on temperance and slavery; which were 
referred to their proper committees. 

Ftr^rgfiM CUmfereneej'^l, Early presented the unanimous inisUiiaOasftr- 
eoncurrence of this Conference with the New-Jersey *'^' 
Conference on the trial of local preachers; also, ihie 
unanimous nop-concnrrence.with the Genesee and New- 
Yozk resolutions on slavery, and the alteration of the role 
on spirituous liquors. All referred to the proper committees. 

Bakimare Opn/fervAea.-^. A. Collins presented a memo- 
rial from Jared H. Young, a superannuated member of this 
Conference, asking the attention of Uie General Confer- 
ence to a chart of Methodism, The reading was called 
for, and had proceeded, when a modon diat the further 
reading be dispensed with was carried, and ^e petition 
was r^erred to a select committee of tluree. 

When the call, by Conferences, for petitions, memorials, 
and appeals, was ended, W. A. Smith offered a resc^ticm 
of instruction to the Committee on. Slavery; which, on 
motion of J. Spencer, was laid on the table by a vote of 
eighty-eight to seventy-eight. 

T. Spicer c^ered the following resolution :-^ 

*' Resolved, That ^hb rule of Discipline, excluding 'die- 
orderly members from society and church privileges, 
stte. 7, on page 92, be so amended that ans. 3 shall read 
as follows ': 

** 2. But in cases oi ne^ect of duttea of any kind, im- 
prudent conduct, indulging sinful tempers, or words, Ms PisdiOino. 
^y^y sellings or losing intoxicating liquors as a beverage^ 
or duobedience to Uie order smd discipline, of Uie 
church, dec." 

J. T, Peck moved to rete this to the Committee on 
Revisal, with instructions to report thereon. J. Early 
moved to amend by striking out the instructions. On motion 
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of H. Slicer, the amendment was laid on the taUe. The 
reference, with iastiructioQs to the committee, prevailed. 

J. A. Collins moved the following, which on motion was. 
referred to the Committee on Reviaal : — > . 

To amend ans. 2 to qoest. 2, of sec. 6, page 32, so 
as to make the last clause read thus :-^" Nevertheless, Um 
Presiding Eider of the district in whose bounds the 
preacher was appointed to labour, shall forthwith bring 
Aim before a committee of at least three travdliog 
preachers, to determine as to the necessity of the reasons 
alleged for ceasing to travel ; if they be judged sufficient, 
said committee shsdl acquit ; if not, shall suspend till the next 
Annual Conference, which shall fbaally dispose of the case." 

W. Murrah offered the following resglution, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Expenses of the Delegates : 

" Resolved, That the Alabama delegation be allowed 
to settle their travelling expenses to and from the Greneral 
Conference with their own Conference, and not with this 
body." 

J. B. MTerrin offered the following resolutions, which 
on motion were refeired to the Committee on ^ Boc^ 
Concern :— * 

'< 1. Resolved, That the Book Agents at New-York and 
Cincinnati be authorized and instructed to furnish, as far 
as practicable, the Editors of our various Conference 
Journals a copy of each and every work published from 
time to time, which shall constitute the. Editor's, library. 

" 2. Resolved, That said books shall be considered the 
property of the church ; and that the Editors shall take 
special charge of all the books in their respective offices, 
and shall hand a catalogue thereof to their successors." 

H. J. Clark offered the following preamble and resolo- 
tion, which on motion were refened to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

" Whereas, great scandal and injury to the church have 
arisen from the readmission to the ministry of persons 
who had been excluded on conviction of gross immoralities, 
therefore, Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, 
and they hereby are, instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the Discipline as to render such 
persons ineligible to the office of the ministry among us, 
either in the travelling or local connection." 

The time of adjournment having arrived. Conference 
separated, after prayer by Inrother Hildt 



ifeyT. TUESDAY, MAY 7. 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, Bishop Socle 
in the chair» and was opened wiihTeligious exercises by 
Dr. Pierce. 



'Journal of €^€Mral C&nfirence, 1844. 

Th^jotirnsQ of yesterday was read, and approved. 

F. Upham announced that Paul Townsend, a delegate 
from the Providence Conference, (in whose place during 
his detention from Conference Abel Stevens, a reserved 
delegate, had been recognized,) was now present. His 
certificate was handed in ; and by consent and choice of 
the delegates of his Conference, he is on the standing com- 
mittees on Missions and Slavery, to which A. Stevens had 
been appointed. 

On motion of N. BaH^, Laban Clark, a reserved dele- 
gate of the New- York Conference, was recognized as a 
member of this body in place of Stephen Olin, (who is 
indisposed,) until he shall be able to attend. L. Clark 
presented his certificate and* took his seat. ^ 

The chair announced the following committees : — 

Committer: on Address from M. E. Church in 
Canada. — Samuel Luckey, George Pickering, William J. 
Parks, Samuel D. Ferguson, Edmund W. Sehon. 

Committee on the subject of Ministerial" Support. 
•— Wm. A. Smith, Glezen Filmore, Edward Stephenson, 
Joseph M. Trimble^ Elihu Scott, Thomas Sovereign, Jef- 
ferson Haihilton. 

Committee on Memorial of J; H. Young. — John A. 
Collins, Daniel B. Randall, William Hosmer. 

On motion of W. Winans, the Committee on Preaching 
had leave to report at any time they deem proper. 

The chair, under the rule, called for reports from com- 
mittees ; when A. L. P. Green presented the report of the 
publishing committee of the S. W. Christian Advocate, 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

On motion the rule of business was suspended to take 
.up the special order of the day, viz. : The appeal of Francis 
A. Harding of the Baltimore Conference. 

J. Early announced that the appellant was present, and 
had spoken to W. A. Smith, of the Virginia Conference, 
to act as his representative, in presenting and prosecuting 
the appeal. 

The journal of the Baltimore Conference, unfolding its 
action in regard to the appellant, and from which he 
appeals, was read by the Secretary. From this it appeared 
that F. A. Harding had been suspended from his ministerial 
standing for refusing to manumit certain slaves which 
eame into his possession by his marriage. On motion of 
S. Luokey and J. B. Finley, the appeal was admitted aiid 
entertained. 

W. A. Smith, in behalf of the appellant, made a state- 
ment, and argued the case until near the hour of adjourn- 
ment. When he had concluded,' J. A. Collins moved that 
the case be postponed, and made the special order for to- 
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^^ '• morrow, to be taken up iniBiediately after &e leading of 
the journal.' Adopted. 
Conference adjourned widi |Nray» fay toidier Uplmin. 

^y^ WEDNESDAY, MAT 8. 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clo^, Bishop Hed- 
ding in the chair, and was opened with reliipoas exercines 
by brother Dow. 

On motion the Jonma) of jresteidiiy was so amended as 
to readi " the order of business accordii^ to the rule was 
suspended, to take up the order of the day, viz., the appeal 
of F. A. Harding.'^ The journal as amended was ap|npo¥ed 
and confirmed. 

The consideration of the appeal case before ^ Confer' 

ence yesterday was resumed. 

'teb^tt'^B^ J- A. CoUins^ m behalf of the BaltLmore Conference ia 

timora Confer- this case, addressed the Conference in l^eply to W. A. Smith, 

^"^' and in defence of the action of the Bal^more Conference, 

until eleven o'clock. H. Slicer, A. Griffith, and T. B. S«^ 

gent, were also heard for the Baltimore Conference. 

When the delegates of the Baltimore Conference had 
spoken, place was given to the representative of the appe- 
lant to rejoin. At this pmot J. Eariy moved that the fiordi^ 
consideration of this case be postponed mitil to*momyw 
morning at ten o'clock, sad that it be made the special vt^ 
der for that time. J. A. Collins moved to amend, by inae|t- 
ing, instead of ten o^clock, '* immediately after the rea&ig 
of the journal.^ This was lost. N. Rounds moved to amend 
by inserting " three o'clock to-morrow afternoon^" J. A.. 
Collins moved further to amend by inserting Ms afternoon. 
As a substitute, W. Capers moved, that the Conference 
attend to this business to-morrow morning, immediately 
after reading the journal. W. M'Mahan moved, thai 
when the Conference adjourn, it adjourn to meet the Ame« 
lican Bible Society, to-mcNrrow morning at te» o^odL 
This motion was laid on the tabkr Finally, at fifteen 
minutes before one o'clock, E. R. Ames moved that Con- 
ference do now adjourn ; which motion was adopted, and 
Conlerence separated after prayer by brother Spaulding. 

m^ THURSDAY, MAY 9. 

Conference met at half-past eight o^clock, Bishop An* 
drew in the chair. Appropriate religious exercises were 
conducted by brother C. Elliott. 

The journal of yesterday was read and confirmed. 

J. B« M'Ferrin moved t& suspend the ndes for the pur- 
pose of considering a resdution which he wished to offer. 
The motion was laid on the table. 
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B. R. Ames mored to suspend the ndes for ihe purpose ''*^*^ 
t>f resuming the appeal case under consideration yeiMer- 
^ay. This also was laid on the table. 

The chair presented an invitation from the Bdkrd of uvitathmtoat- 
Managers of the American BiHe Society, to attend its ^ISSt^onSSi 
twenty-eighth anniversary at ten o'clock this morning in JJ^J?**^ 
Ae Broadway Tabernacle ; which was signed by J^ C. ■**•'*•*• 
Brigham and £. S. Janes. This was read ; and on mo- 
lion of N. Bangs the rules of Conference were suspended. 
N Bangs further moved, that when che Conference ad- 
journ, it adjourn at half-past nine o'clock, to attend the 
anniversary of the American Bible Society. This motkm 
prevailed. 

The delegates from Ae Wesleyan Methodist Church in i^^^»g>tfgy 
"Canada presented the Address ef the Conference which iSTchuidi te 
they represent. The Address was read; and, on motion 
•of T. Crowder, referred to ^e Committee of Publication 
to be printed, and to the Committee 'Of Correq;)ondence 
to be answered. (See Doeument D. in Appendix.) 

J. H. Power .presented the following resolution, which 
was adopted, anil veferred to the Committee on Course of 
Study. , 

" Resolved; That the Committee on a Course of^tudy for • c^,^^ f^ 
licentiates be instructed to inquire into the expediency of dy. 
providing a rule of discipline, pointing out a unifoism course 
' of reading and study for all preachers received on trial in 
the travelling connection; and extending such course of 
study through four years, and till they graduate to elder's 
orders." 

B. T, Crouch otered the ft^lowing resolutions, which 
were separately adopted, vis. : — 

"1. Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be, and ^JJSjK 
they are hereby instructed to inquire carefully whedier 
•eur people are as generally and as frequently supplied 
with the sacrament of the Lord's supper as is desirabl#; 
and if «they asceftain a deficiency in this matter, to re- 
commend such a method of remedy as they nay be able 
to devise. 

•* 2. Resolved, That a committee of five member»<rfthis p^,^^,^ .^ 
body be appointed to draft, and report to this General 
Conference, « Pastoral Address to the people of our 
charged" 

J. Porter offered the following resolution, wUch was 
f»ceived and referred : — 

'' Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Missions be, and am 
hereby instruoled to inijuire into the expediency of so alter- j ^ffl ^ ^ 
ing Section 3 of Part 2 of the Discipline, as to make it 
requiare the appointment of a missionaiy steward in each 
station and circuit, whose duty it shall be to attend to llie 
•mtssiona^ intetests of tbe.society to which lie Mlongs." 
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May 9. At the hour chosen for adjoorncnent, Ccmferanee wbb 

dismissed with the benediction by the President, and pro- 
ceeded to the anniversary meeting of the American Bible 
Society. 

^^- FRIDAY, MAY 10. 

Conference met at the regular hour. Bishop Waugh in 
the chair, and was opened with religious exercises by 
bh>ther Stamper. 

The chair announced that reports from standing aad 

select committees were in order. 

'w.^Se'tab^ Bishop Soule presented a letter from the General Sec- 

duced. retaries of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, accrediting 

Rer. Matthew Richey, M. A., and Rev. William Case, of 

Western Canada, as representatives to this Conference of 

the Missionary Committee of the Wesleyan Methodiat 

Church in England. It was read, and referred to the Com* 

mittee on Missions. These brethren were introduced, 

* and addressed the Conference ; and w^re invited to seats 

within the altar, at the right hand of the chair. 

*?*coi? ^toe '^^^ Committee on Missions presented a report in part, 

'^liistioitf. ' which was read. G. Pickering and J. B. Finley moved 

to adopt the report and accompanying resolutions. On 

motion of J. A. Collins, the report and resolutions were 

laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of J. A. Collins, the rules were suspended 
for the purpose of taking up the appeal of F. A. Harding* 
*aS*"tooSMS S. Olin's certificate was presented and read. He Ux^ 
Mat bis seat as a omember, and superseded L. Clark, who, as 

a reserved delegate, had occupied it daring his detentioii 
from Conference by siduess. 
^MDce to j.^. ^- ^* ^^^OOJ* asked leave of absence, after this session, 
Dvw- ' for J, G. Dow, on account of sickness in his family. Oa 
piotion, leave of absence was granted. 
b« «»^ '^^^ appeal of F. A. Harding was resumed. 1^ con- 
sent of W. A. Smith, the representative of Ute appellant, 
J. A. Collins, who acted in behalf of the Baltimore Con* 
ference, was allowed to make a further response for the 
, Baltimore Conference to the statement and defence of W. 
A. Smith. He spoke until within five minutes of elevea 
o'clock. 

When W. A. Smith was about to reply. Conference, on 
motion of T. Crowder, resolved to prolong the session 
vntil he should have concluded his rejoinder. 

W. A. Smith, on behdf of the appeUsmt, waa then heard 

in r^ly to th^ representative of the Baltimore Cotfer- 

ence. He spoke until after one o'clock; and the plead* 

is^s on both sides were closed. 

When notices had b^en ,pu))li»h(9d, apd pveaohing apr- 



Joumm ef^Generai Conference, 1844. 



» 



(Mfiittiiieiils for to-night and Lord's day next were read, 
Conlerence was dismissed with the benediction by the 
President. ^ 



Hay A. 



SATURDAY, MAY 11, ' 

k 

Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Morris in the 
"chair, and was opened with prayer by brother Havens. 

The chair called for reports from standing and select 
^committees. 

The Committee on a Course of Study for Licentiates 
presented a report, which was read, and laid on the table. 

The Committee on Revisal presented a report, in part, 
which was read, and on motion laid on the table. 

The report of the Publishing Committee of the Pitts- 
burg Christian Advocate was presented, and on motion 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

On motion of E. R. Ames, the rules of Conference 
Were suspended for the purpose of taking up the appeal 
of F. A. Harding. W. A. Smith came forward when the 
appeal was resumed, and asked leave to make further 
statements in regard to the appellant. A motion to grant 
leave was offered and carried. When the Conference 
had heard Mr. Smith, J. Early offered the following reso*- 
,lution, viz.: — 

** Resolved, That the act of the Baltimore Annual Con- 
ference, by which F. A. Harding was suspended from his 
ministerial functions, be, and the same is, hereby re- 
>verfied." 

The yeas and nays were called for, and ordered by a 
vote of Conference ; and the Secretary proceeded to call 
the list by Conferences, in the order in which they stand 
in the Discipline, in the chapter on boundaries. The 
SecretaHes reported the vote as follows: — Nays 117, 
against reversing the decision of the Baltimore Confer- 
ence ; and 56 yeas, in favour of reversing that decision. 

The following are the nam^s of those who voted in the 
negative : — 

New-York Conference, — Rice, Carpenter, G.Peck, Strat- 
ten, Sandford, F. Reed, Ferguson, Martindale, Richardson. 
ProfDidencc—lioyepy, Upham, Benton, Townsend. New- 
England. — J. Porter, King, Crandall, C. Adams, Picker- 
ing, ikfaine.— Hill, E. Robinson, Randall, Morse, Hobart, 
Nickerson, Webber. New-Hampshire, — E. Scott, Cham- 
berlain, Kelley, Perkins, Spaulding, Cahoon, Cass. 
Tro^. — Seymour, Wever, Covel, Spicer, Coleman, Hough- 
taling, J. T. Peck. Black River, — A. D. Peck, A. Adams, 
Baker, Ninde. Oneida, — Snyder, Comfort, Rounds, 
Shepherd, Row, Bowen, Holmes. Genesee, — Filmore» 
Luckey, Steele, Hibbard, Seager, Abell, Hosmer, Alver* 

C 
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>«»T U. •son. JSm.— Steadman, Bain, G. W. Clark, J. Robinson, 
Gk>odwin. PiUshurg, — W. Hooter, H. J. Clark, Sp«Aceri 
S. EUiptt, Boyd, Wakefield, Drummond. Ohio.—C. Elli- 
ott, Raper, Sehon, Trimble, Fioley, Hamline, Connell, 
Ferree. North Ohio, — ^Thompson, Power, Poe, Yocmn, 
Konnells. Michigan. — 6. Smith, Crane, Billings, Baugh- 
man. /nciiaiui.— Simpson, Wiley, Ames, Miller, Rnler, 
Wood, Eddy, Havens. Rock River.— Weei, H. W. Reed, 
Mitchell. nUnois. — Cartwright, Yancleve. Missouri. — 
J. M. Jamieson. Texas. — J. Clark. BaUimore. -^Slicer^ 
Griffith, Bear, Morgan, Tippett, Sargent, Collins, Davis, 
Gere, Hildt. Philadelvhia.—Dnrbirk, T. J. Thompsoou 
New- Jersey. — Winner, J. S. Porter, Shaw — 117. 

The following are the names of those who voted affirmar 
tively : — 

^®22f^ ^^* ^wer.— Sinclair. iHinow.— Akers, Stamper, N- 

G. Berryman. Missouri. — Redman, W. Patton, J. C. Berry- 
man. Kentucky. — Basoom, Gnnn, Kavanaugh, Stephen* 
■ ■ f ■ son. Crouch, Brush. Holston. — Sevier, S. Patton, String- 
field, Tennessee. — MTerrin, Green, Madden. Memphis.-*-^ 
Harris, Moody, M'Mahan, Joyner. Arkansas. — ^J. C. Par- 
ker, Ratclifie, A. Hunter. Tcaaw.— Fowler. Mississippi.—-- 
Winans, Drake, Lane, Rogers. Alabama. — Murrah, Bor- 
ing, Garrett, Hamilton. Gcor^.— L.Pierce, G. F. Pierce^ 
Parks, Glenn, Evans, Longstreet. South CaroUnoj^^ 
Capers, Wightman, Betts, Walker.^ North Carolina.-^J . 
Jamieson, Doub. ytr^ta.-^Early, Lee, W. A. Smitl^ 
Crowder. Philadelphia.— White.l. T. Cooper, W. Cooper. 
New-Jersey. — ^Neal, Sovereign — ^66. 

s.oito«ieiiwd. When S. Olin's name was called, he asked to be ex- 
cased from voting on this question, because indisposition 
had prevented him from hearing the whole case. He was 
on motion excused. 

^aMMdf "** ^' ^' ^®^® ^^ asked to be excused from voting, be- 
cause he had once sat in judgment on the case, and had 
been called upon as a witness. He was not excuied, 
^***'**** It appeared, on calling the list, that 3, G. Dow, R. 

Paine, and L. Scott were absent. 
^^' N. Bangs and S. Dunwody were reported sick. 

So the motion to reverse the act of the Baltimore Ad-> 
nual Conference was lost by the above vote of 117 to 5d. 
The chair decided that this vote virtually affirmed the 
action of the Baltimore Annual Conference, in suspending 
Francis A. Harding from his ministerial standing. W. 
Capers took an appeal from the decision of the chair. 

jSMiiricmoftiie The appeal was put, and the decision of the chair su»- 

ft^, uST^ tained, by a vote of 111 for sustaining the decision, and 53 
-"'^ against sustaining it. So the vote virtually affirmed the 

action of the Baltimore Conference on suspending F« A. 
Harding. 
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A motion to adjourn was put aid lost. >Nr U- 

The chair annouiiced the following committee to pfe* ^pJ[SJ^,IS^^ 
|»re a Pastoral Address : — drew. 

W. Capem, i. P. Durbm, P. Akexs^ C. Elliott, E. 
Scett. 

The ord^ of business was tesumed, and the chair ^^'"i^^^' 
called for repoits, meinoriak, <fcc^ 

Praddenee Cmferenee.-^F. Upham presented a qiomo* Ptovidmctt 
rial from Walpole station, asking to be set off to the New- ^"^•'*™^ 
England Conference : referred to* Committee on Bounda- 
ries. Also memorials on the subject of slavery, from 
Woonsocket, Marshfield, West Providence station, Dux«> 
bury, and Stoug^ton, which were referred to ^e Con»- 
mttee on Slavery. S. Benton presented memorials on 
the subject of slavery, from Wapping, Benton, and Eas^ 
port: referred to CoromiHee on Slavery; Also ono 
from New-London district, on the same subject Objec- 
tions were made to its reception and reference. J. BL 
M'Ferrin moved to adjourn : lost. J. Early moved that 
the Conference do not receive and refer memorials on 
which no action is desired. After remarks were offered 
by several members, this motion was withdrawn. Gr. F. 
Pierce immediatdy renewed the motion. W. W. Ninde 
moved fb lay it on the table : carried. The memorial 
was referred to the Committee on Slavery. 

F. Upham presented memorisds on slavery from Wood- 
mock, Tolland, Provincetown> and Stafford station, which 
were referred to the committee on that subject. 

Ne¥>-England Conferenee^-^P» Crandall presented me- igw-Bngtawi 
moaials, from Milbury and Saxonville,^ on the subject of *'**^" 
slavery, which were referred. C. Adams presented a 
memorial on the subject of slavery from Wales : refer- 
red to Committee on Slavery. Also resolutions of the 
New-England Conference concurring with the New-Jersey 
Conference respecting local preachers; also concurring 
with the New- York Conference on temperance; also con* 
curring with said Conference on slavery: all which were 
referred to appropriate committees. Also a memorial of 
said Conference on distributing the Conference funds to 
superannuated preachers, &c. : referred to Committee on 
Ministerial Support. 

Maine Conprence.-^J). B. Randall presented a petition MainaCMfcr 
from Solon circuit on slavery : referred to Committee on 
Slavery. C. W. Morse presented the resolutions of Maine 
Conference : 1 . Not approving of the plan of a Social 
and Domestic Library; 2. Concurring with New-York 
Conference on the use oi spirituous liquors ; 3. Concttr* 
ring with said Conference for a verbal alteration in the 
general rule on slavery; 4. Concurring with Genesee 
Conference on the tubiect of sUvery ; 5. Conensring with 
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^^J^^' the New-Jersey Gonferenee in relation to the trial of 
local preachers : all of which were referred to the appro* 
priate committees. 

Trof confei- Troy Cofifer€nee.^^T. Seymour presented a memorial 

''^' on the subject of slavery from St. Albans station ; and J. 

B. Honghuhng presented a reoort of a committee of the 
Troy Conference, adopted June 6th, 1843, on the subject 
of the resolution of the last General Conference on colour- 
ed testimony : both were referred to the Committee on 
Slavery. 

New-Hamp- NeuhHompshire Conference, — W. D. Cass presented 

jiwj Confer niemorials from Corinth, Granlon, and Enfield and 
Bristol circuits, Rochester station, Northfield, St. Paul's 
Church, Lowell, Nashua station ; and from the Presiding 
£lder, and several travelling and local preachers of Dover 
district, on the subject of slavery, which were referred. 

Genesee Conf. Genesee Conference, — ^F. 6. Hibbard presented a me- 
morial on the subject of slavery from Warsaw : referred 
to Committee on Slavery. 

Ktie Conf. Erie Conference, — J. J. Steadman presented a memorial 

on the subject of slavery from Morgan, Ohio : referred to 
Committee on Slavery* 

Pittsburg Cen- Pittsburg Conference. --^J, Dmmmond presented the 
fereace. memorial of certain travelling preachers of Pittsburg 

Conference, asking the formation of a new Conference : 
referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

ouo CkxDfer- Ohio Conference, — Bishop Soule presented a communi- 

^*^ cation addressed to him from William Nast, asking liberty 

to visit his native country, &c« The substance of the 

eemmunicatkm being stated by the Bishop, the Conference 

ordered its reference to the Committee on Missions. 

lUcUgen Conf. Michigan Conference, -^^E. Crane presented the resolu- 
tions of Michigan Conference, concurring with the New- 
York Conference on the subject of temperance ; also con- 
curring with said Conference on the subject of slavery; 
also non-concurring with the Genesee Conference on the 
sam^ subject : all referred to the appropriate committees^ 

UiBioii OjoL lutnois Conference, — ^J. Yancleve presented the resolu- 

tions of this Conference, concurring with the New- York 
Conference on the subjects of ^avery and temperance ; 
and also concurring with the New-Jersey Conference on 
ike trial of local preachers: referred to the appropriate 
eoramitteee. 
I Conf. Arkansas Conference, — W. P. Ratdiffe presented the 
resolutions of this Conference, concurring with the New- 
York Conference on the subjects of slavery and temper- 
ance ; and also concurring with the Ne w-Yoric Conference 
on the trial of local preadiers : referred. 

Teauuf Conference, — J. Clark presented the resolutions 
of the Texas Conference^ non-concurring with the New* 
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York CoBfereQce on tbe subject of skvery, aad coneurting 
with said Conference oa the subject of tempenuace ; and 
also concurring with the New-Jersey Coaferenee 4»athe trial 
of local preachers : referred. 

Mississippi Conference, — W. Winans presented the reso- 
lutions of tae Mississippi Conference, aon-concurringwilb 
the New-York Conference oa the subject of temperaace ; 
also non-concurring with the Genesee Coafereace oa 
alavery; also coacurriag with the New- Jersey Coafereace 
oa the trial of local preachers ; aad also oa the subject of 
a Social and Domestic Library : all which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

Alabama Cfn^erence.^^W , Murrah presented the resolu- 
tions of the Alabama Conference, approving of the plan of 
a Social and Domestic Library; also of non-coacurreace 
with the New- York Coafereace oa slavery: referred to 
the proper committees. 

Georgia Conference^y-L^ Pierce preseated the resolup 
tioas . of this Coafereace, non-concurring with the New« 
York Coafereace oa temperaace aad slavery; also aoa- 
coacurriag with the Geaesee Coafereace oa the subject of 
slavery ; also coacurriag with the New-Jersey Coafereace 
oa the trial of local preachers ; also approving of the plan 
of a Social aad Domestic Library : all which were re-, 
ferred. 

South Carolina Conference. — W. Capers preseated the 
report of the Publishing Committee of the Southern 
Christiaa Advocate, which was read, aad, on motioo, 
referred to the Committee on the Book Coacem. Also 
resolutions of the South Carolina Conference, non-con-* 
earring with the New- York Conference on the subjects 
of slavery and temperance ; also noa-concurriag with the 
Genesee Conference on slavery; also non-concurring 
with the New-Jersey Conference in reference to the triiS 
of local preachers : all which were referred. 

New- Jersey Conference — I. Winner preseated the reso- 
liitioa of the New- Jersey Coaference, aoa-concurriag with 
the Geaesee Conference oa the subject of'slaver^; aad 
coacurriag with New- York Conference on slavery aad 
temperaace: referred. Also a resolutioa of the New- 
Jersey Conference, making a local preacher responsiblei 
ior any and all offences in such place or places where 
such offence may be committed : referred to Committea 
on RevisaL Also askiag a rule requiriag a report of the 
number of churches in each charge, to be printed ia the 
geaeral Miautes : referred to Committee oa Revisal. 

The Presideat called for appeals. W. Capers thea' 
stated that Joseph P. Kortoa, of the South Carolina Coa- 
fereace, appealed from the decisioa of said Coaferenca»,^ 
locatiag him without his coaseat 
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■<vn. I. Winner presested the Mowing resohrtioD, wHcIb 

was xeferred to the Con|ipittee on the Book Concern :< — 
RafoitttioB con- '< ResolYed, Thttt the 'Genend Conference be requested 
iS^wtS *^^ 80 to amend the Discipline, on page 185, section 8, that 
these words preferring to Book Agents, &;c.) maybe stricken 
ent, viz. : ^ shall, by Tktoe of their appointment, be mem- 
bers of the New* York Conference ;' and diat die follow- 
ing words be inserted in their place, viz. : *■ shall retain 
^ their membership in the several Conferences where diey 

belonged before their appointment.' ^ 

Also the fottowing resolvtion, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisal :— r ' 
BM^^Nj^tft " Resolved, That the General .Conference be requested 
support. to amend the mle of Discipline on page 269, under the 

heading ^ Of the Allowance to the Ministers, &c.,' sotha& 
the following may be added to the first paragn^h: 
^ Nevertheless, each Annual Conference shall have di»- 
eretionary power, and may determine what sum, if any» 
shall be paid to supernumerary preachers, and those who 
are superannuated, and their wives : provided always, that 
no supernumerary or superannuated preacher, who has 
done fifteen years' efifective, regular, itinerant service, shall 
be subject to the aforesaid power.'" 

E. Bowen presented the following resolution, whicb 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern : — 
iMohifioB ea '^Resolved, That the ofier of the rejected publisher 
v^e!" ^ o^ ^^^ Northern Advocate to transfer or make over his 
interests in said paper to this body, on the condition that 
it shall be taken into the family of the Advocates, aiid 
published under the direction of the General Conference, 
be accepted ; a paper of that description being loudly 
called for in central New- York." ' 

J. B. Finley jHresented the following resolution^ which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions : — 
Ob saiazies of << Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be, and 
JSSrtS^^^ ^''^y ^^ hereby respectfully requested to ascertain the 
whole amount of the salaries and travelling expenses of 
the three Miifsionary Secretaries, and report the same as 
soon as practicable to this Conference." 

Bishop Hedding asked leave of absence from the Con- 
ference till Tuesday next, which was granted. 

On motion of J. Early, the appeal of Bradford Frazee 
was made the special order of the day for Monday next. 

On motion. Conference adjourned with prayer by W. 
Cooper. 

UvU. AIONDAY, MAY 13.' 

Conference met at the regular hour. Bishop Soule in 
the chair, and was opened by him with reading God's 
word, singing, and prayer. 
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TIm jottnud of Saturday was read, eoxrecied, and con- 
finned. 

The chair called for reports from select and itandtiig 
eommittees. 

O. Peck, chairman of the Committee oa Rerisal, pre- 
sented a second report, which was read, and on motion 
laid on the table. 

No other reports from committees being offered, the ^^^^SS'£^ 
chair, according to rule, called for petitions, memorials, 
and appeals. 

New-York Conference.-^i^^ Bangs presented- a report 
from a committee of the Board of Managers of the Mis^ 
sionary Society of the M. E. Church, containing some 
proposed revisions and alterations of the Constitution of 
said society. This was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions, and ordered to be printed. 

Providence Cor^erenee, — S. Benton presented a petition 
from Wilmantick station on slavery : referred to Committee 
on Slavery. P. Townsend a petition on the same subject 
from Centreville circuit : referred to same committee. 

New-England Conference. — P. Crandall presented a pe- 
tition, on slavery from Hubbardstdwn: referred. J. Por- 
ter presented memorials from Sangus and Cunnington, 
and two from Williamsburg on slavery, which were 
referred. 

Maine Conference. — H. Nickerson presented a memorial 
from nine Quarterly Meeting Conferences on the Read- 
field district; and petitions from Waterville, Fairfield, 
Wilton, Mercer, Skowhegan, New-Sharon, Farmington, 
and Norway, all on the subject of slavery, and all referred 
to the committee on that subject. M. HUl presented me- 
morials from Saracappa and Harrison, on slavery, which 
were referred to the committee on that subject. 

New-Hampshire Conference. — W. D. Cass presented ii 
petition from Sandwich on slavery : referred. Also, the 
concurrence of the New-Hampshire Conference with the 
New-York Conference on restoring Mr. Wesley's rule on 
spirituous liquors ; the non-concurrence^ with the Genesee 
Conference resolution on slavery ; the non-concurrence in 
th^ New-Jersey resolution on the trial of local preachers ; 
and the concurrence with the New- York resolution on sla- 
very : all which were referred to the proper committees. 

Black River Conference.^^W. W. Ninde presented a 
memorial on slavery from Herkimer circuit : referred. 

Genesee Conference. — O. Filmore presented the vote of 
this Conference on what are termed the Genesee reso- 
lutions on slavery : referred. 

Ohio Conference. — J. B. Finley presented a memorial 
from Hebron circuit on slavery : referred. 

Bishop Sonle presented a eomaranication from the 



N. 



Black River 
Conference. 



Oenesee Con* 
fereaoe. 



ouo Ooaftr 



40 



Jmumdl €f Gmtend CwfervnUy 1844. 



to Bp. 

Soulefromtfie 
Aftican Instl- 
tnta, France. 



North Ohio 
Conforance. 



ladteBs Confer- 



Aoek Rirer 
Conference. 



MiMOnii! Con- 
fneiice. 



Kentucky Con- 
ference. 



MiieiMlppiCoik* 
terence. 



Baltimore Con- 
ference. 
Memorial of W. 



African laatiUite, of Fnmee, aamMmcing Iub electioit as 
ail honorary member, signed by the Prince of Rohaa 
Rochfort as President, and H3rpolyte Daniel de Saint 
Anthoine as Secretary General. In presenting this lett^r^ 
which was read, and the accompanjring papers, the chair 
proposed their reference to some cooumttee, that he might 
obtain theif advice in regard to giving in his adhesiosiy 
and accepting the honour offered him. H. Slicer moved 
to refer the letter and documents to the Committee on 
Episcopacy, to consider and report thereon. W. Capers 
moved, as a substitute for this motion^ that this Confer- 
enee, having entire confidence in the discretion of the 
senior Bishop, commit this matter to himself : lost. P. P. 
Sandford moved to amend by inserting ** a special conn- 
mittee," in place of the Committee on Episcopacy : the 
amendment was lost. The original resolution prevailed, 
and the papers were given to the Committee on Episco- 
pacy. 

Narth Ohio Conference, — E.Thompson presented a me- 
morial from Plymouth circuit, cm a Domestic Colonization 
Society, which, on motion, was referred to the Committee 
on Slavery. A motion to ref» the above to a special 
committee was amended by referring as above. 

Indiana Conference. — A. Wiley presented three peti- 
tions from Winchester circuit on slavery, which were 
referred. 

Roch River Conference. — J. T. Mitchell presented a 
petition from the entire delegation, asking leave to take a 
collection in Conference this day, to aid in erecting a 
M. E. Church in Milwaukie, Wisconsin Territory. T, 
Stringfield moved to refer this, and the case of all the 
most necessitous churches, to a committee of five, which 
was laid on the table. A further proposal to adopt the 
resolution of the memorial, and appoint a committee to 
take the collection, was also laid on the table. 

Missouri Conference. — ^W. W. Redman presented me* 
morials from all the stations in the city of St, Louis, and 
the resolution of the Missouri Conference, praying that 
the General Conference of 1848 may assemble there. 
On motion, these were laid on the table till the question 
of the place of the next General Conference be called up. 

Kentucky Conference. — E. Stephenson presented a pe- 
tition on the division of this Conference, which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Mississippi Conference. — ^W. Winans presented the re- 
solution of non-concurrence in the New- York resolution 
on slavery : referred. 

Baltimore Conference^ — J. Davis presented a memorial 
from William Houston, praying the General Conference 
to resume his case as unfinished business, and adout and 
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consider liis appeal from the action of the Baltimore Con- 
ference in locating him six years ago. This memorial 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal and 
Unfinished Business. H. Slicer presented the non-con- 
carrence of this Conference with the New- York Confer- 
ence on slavery, aiSd the change of Wesley^s x;ule on spi- 
rituous liquors ; and their unanimous concurrence in the 
New-Jersey resolution on the trial of local preachers : all 
referred. 

Philadelphia Conference. — ^J. P. Durbin presented a me- 
morial from the Executive Committee of the American 
Temperance Union, which was referred to the Committee 
on Temperance. Also, a memorial from the Trustees of 
the Union M. E. Church, of Philadelphia, praying the 
next General Conference to sit in that city : laid on the 
table, to be called up at the proper time. 

The chairman of the Committee on the Memorial of 
W. J. Waller asked the Conference to pass a resolution 
permitting Dr. Waller to" appear in person before the 
committee. A. B. Longstreet moved, as a substitute, that 
the committee be authorized to send for persons and 
papers: adopted. 

The chair introduced to the Conference the Rev. Dr. 
Lyell, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, who briefly 
addressed the Conference. 

J. P. Durbin oiSered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: — 

** Resolved, That every member, when his Conference 
is called for memorials or Conference resolutions, shaU 
present at once all such documents as he may have in his 
possession, or under his control ; and that this Confer* 
ence will receive no more petitions or memorials on gene- 
ral subjects ailer this week. 

G. W. D. Harris, of the Memphis Conference, reminded 
the chair that this Conference had been unintentionally 
passed by, and ask^d leave to present some papers. He 
gave in the non-concurrence of his Conference in the New- 
York and Genesee resolutions on slavery, and the change 
of Mr. Wesley's rule on spirituous liquors ; and their 
unanimous concurrence with the New-Jersey Conference 
on the trial of local preachers : referred. 

The order of the day, the appeal of Bradford Frazee 
from the action of the Michigan Conference, who had 
located him without his consent, was taken up. The 
journal of the Michigan Conference was read. J. B. 
Fii^ley moved to admit the appeal. 

A motion to prolong the session ten minutes was lost, 
and Conference adjourned at one o'clock, with prayer by 
brother Stringfleld. 
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Mvii. TUESDAY, MAY 14. 

^ ConfeTeiiee met at half-past eight o'clock. Bishop Hed- 

ding in the chair, and was opened with reading the 
Scriptures, singing, and prayer, by brother Alrerson. 
Tne journal of yesterday was read, and approTed. 
The chair, under* the rule, called for reports from 
standing and select committees. 
UleSMcfft td I. When the Michigan Confisrence was called, E. Crane 
******* presented the memorial of John Scotfbrd, praying to be 
released from a debt to the Book Concern: referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 
South Carolina South Catolina Conference. — H. A. C. Walker pre- 
•»nf6roBC6. sented a memorial from Wilmington station, praying that 
the station may not be set off to any other Conference : 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
rbU&deiphia Philadelphia Conference, — L. Scott presented the qaad- 

i^t'^fChar- ^^^^^ report of the Trustees* of the Chartered Fund of 
(wed Fund. the M. E. Church, and the nomination of the Board to fill 
three vacancies which have occurred by d^sth and resig- 
^ nation. On motion of T. B. Sargent, these documents 

were referred to a special committee of five, to prepare 
the business for the action of the Conference. The chair 
- announced the following as the Committee :— 

Committee on COMMITTEE ON CHARTERED FuND. — T. B. Sargent, E. 

tiie«ui9ect. ^ ^^^^^ ^ M. Lee, G. Filmore, G. W. Webber. 
p«titioas, me- The chair called for petitions, memorials, and appeals, 
mortals, Ac ^^^ ^j^^ Conferences were called in order. 
New-Engiand New-England Conference, — D. S. King presented peti- 
Conference. ^^^^ ^^ slavery from Shelbume Falls, East Cambridge, 

and Gloucester : referred to the Committee on Slavery. 
Aj^iof Bmd- The consideration of the appeal of Bradford Frazee 
'®®* was resumed, on J. B. Finley's motion of yesterday to 
admit the appeal. The motion to admit passed. 

The appellant appeared in person, stated the grounds 

of his appeal, showing cause why he appealed, and made 

his defence. G. Smith, A. Billings, and J. Baughman, of 

' the Michigan Conference, responded to the plea, and the 

appellant replied. This closed the pleadings on bot^ 

sides. Whereupon, A. L. P. Green moved to refer the 

case hack again to the Michigan Conference. J. A. Collins, 

as a substitute, proposed to reverse the decision of the 

Michigan Conference, whereby the appellant was located 

without his consent. The substitute was adopted ; so 

^^mconfin^ the location of B. Frazee was reversed, and he is restored 

eace reversed, to his Standing in the itinerant connection. 

W. Capers and S. Olin offered the following preanMe 
and resolution : — 
** In view of the distracting agitation which has so long 
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prevailed on theeal]jefct of slavery and abolition, and espe- 
cially the difficulties under which we labour in the present 
General Confoence, on account of the relative position 
of our brethren North'and South on this perplexing ques- 
tion; therefore, 

" Resolved, That a committee of three from the North 
and three from the South be appointed to confer with Ae 
Bishops, and report within two days^ as to the possibility 
of adopting some plan, and what, for the permanent paci- 
fication of the church." 

E. Thompson moved to amend by inserting, ^ and three 
from the middle." On motion of W. W. Redman, the 
amendment was laid on the table. 

During the discussion which arose, P. Crandall, on 
motion, had leave to continue his remarks after he had 
spoken fifteen minutes. 

On motion of J. A. Collins, the words, " a committee of 
six," were substituted for the words, " a committee of three 
from the South and three from the North," and the resolu- 
tion, thus amended, was unanimously adopted.* 

F. Reed presented a memorial from the Sabbath-^School 
Convention which recently sat in this city. It was read, 
and with the accompanying documents referred to the 
Committee on Sunday Schools. 

The chair presented a letter from Rev. Dr» Justin Ed- 
wards, Secretary of the American and Foreign Sabbath 
Union, accompanied by two hundred copies of the first 
annual report of the Union, and as many copies of Per- 
manent Sabbath Documents. The letter was read, and 
refened to the Committee on the Sabbath ; and the report 
and documents distributed among the members of the 
Conference. 

J. P. Durbin ojSered the following resoludon, which 
was adopted :— 

" Resolved, That to-morrow be observed by this Con- 
ference as a day of fasting and humiliation before God, 
and prayer for his blessing upon the committee of «ix, in 
conjunction with the Bishops, on the present difficulties ; 
and that the hour from twelve to one o'clock be devoted 
to religious services in the Conference." 

On motion of S. Olin, leave of absence from the Con- 
ference was granted ta the Secretary, T. B. Sargent, for 
the session of Monday next, to afford him an opportunity 
of preaching on the sabbath at Middletown. 

On motion, the rules were suspended for the purpose 
of taking up a collection in the Conferenee, to be equally 
divided between two brethren wh<f had lost or been 
robbed of their pocket books and money. 

* Brother ColUns' inotion to amend, having been omitted in the 
journals, w« have oofMed it lfrom the reportei^ accoonts. * 
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Tbe hour of adjoununent baviag eome, Conference 
separated after prayer by brother Scott. 

The chair informally announced the comndttee ordered 
this morning, as follows, viz. : — * 

William Capers, Stephen Olin, William Winans, Jofaa 
Early, Leonidas L. Hamline, Ph^eas Crandall. 
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Conference met at the usual hour. Bishop Andrew in 
the chair; and the opening exercises were conducted by 
brother Simpson. 

The chair called for reports from standing and select 
committees. 

S. Luckey, cliairman of the Committee on the Address 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, and the 
resolution inviting the delegates to seats with this body, 
presented a report, which was road and adopted. It was 
deemed inexpedient to invite them to aeats. 

Petitions, memorials, and appeals were next in order^ 

Providence Conference.-^Y . IJpham presented a petition 
on slavery from Sandwichtown, which was referred. 

New-England Conference* — C. Adams presented a me* 
morial from that Aiinual Conference, and another from 
Pelkham station, on slavery ; which were referred. 

Maine Conference, — G. Webber presented a memorial 
on slavery from Orrington : referred. 

New-Hampshire Conference. — S. Chamberlin presented 
a memorial from Haverhill, Mass., which was referred. 
C. D. Cahoon presented memorials from Whitefield, Ply- 
mouth, and Derby, which were referred. 

Trdy Conference, — ^T. Seymour ]»:esented memorials on 
slavery from Johnson and Waterville*. referred. 

Erie Conference, — J. J. Steadman presented the con- 
currence of this Conference in the New- York resolutions 
on slavery and temperance ; and its non-concurrence in the 
Genesee resolutions on slavery ; also its action in favour 
of the Social and Domestic Library. These were all ap- 
propriately referred. 

North Carolina Conference, — J. Jameson presented a 
memorial from Jonesville circuit, praying for the alteration 
of a rule In Discipline: referred to the Committee on 
Revisal. 

Baltimore Conference,*^], A. Collins presented the 
minutes of a convention of the friends of the Lord's day 
in Baltimore city, il'hich was referred to the Committee 
on the Sabbath. 

On motion of L T. Cooper, the following resolution of 
instruction was sent to the Committee on Revisal:—^ 
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** Resolved, That ibo Coffiinittee on Revisal and Un- 
finishe4 Business be, and is hereby instructed to inqniire 
into the expediency of introducing the foUowing or some 
similar provision into the Discipline, to regulate the mode 
of conducting the trial of a travelling preacher in an An- 
nual Conference, viz.: add at the close of paragraph 
second of the answer to quests 1, sec. 19, chap. 1, after 
the words, *the whole matter,' — *The whole charge and 
specifications shall be first presented in writing by the 
accuser, or a committee in the name of the church, and a 
copy shall be furnished the defendant, if desired. The 
Conference shall then appoint a committee of prosecution, 
to adduce the testimony and represent the church ; after 
which the defendant shall make his defence personally 
x>r by his representative, (who shall be a member of the 
Conference ;) the committee representing the church may 
then respond, which shall close the pleadings on both 
sides ; but if new matter be admitted, it may be replied 
to. The defendant shall withdraw, and the Conference 
decide.' •^ » . 

T. Stringfield offered a resolution of farther instruction 
to the above committee, which was, on motion of P. P 
Sahdford, laid on the table. 

W. A. Smith presented the rep<»t of the Publishing 
Committee of the Richmond Christian Advocate, which 
was reztd, and, on motion, referred to ike Committee on 
the Book Concern. 

J. Clark offered a resolution instructing the Committee 
on Revisal to inquire and report on the ejcpediency of 
several changes in the Discipline ; which, on motion of 
H. Slicer, was laid on the table. 

L. M. Lee offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, viz. :; — 

'* Resolved, That so much of the Address of the Bishops 
as relates to the pi^lication of 'common obituary notices' 
in the General Conference papers, be referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern, and that they be in* 
structed to consider and report thereon." 

B. M. Drake offered a resolution proposing to strike 
out a clause in the Discipline, which was, on motion^ laid 
9n. the table according to rule. The resolution is as 
follows : — 

** Resolved, That the Discipline, chapter 2, section 3^ 
page 84, on the reception of members, be amended by 
striking out the words, * both of the correctness of their 
faith.'" 

On motion of A. Poe, Conference resolved to take up 
and consider the appeal of Luman H. Allen, from the 
action of the North Ohio Conference, by which he had 
been suspended. 
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liqr ». T]|0 abore TOte was reconsidered imraediatelj', 88 this 

appeal must be considered mth closed doors ; and it was 
made the order of the day for to-monow. 
l^J^ ^ P- A. L. P. Green made a yerbal commnnication to the 
Conference relatire to tbe papers of the late reyerend and 
venerable Philip Brace. On motion, this snbject was re- 
fenred to the delegates from the Virginia and Tennessee 
Conferences, to be subsequently reported to this Confer* 
ence for future action, and the disposition of the papers. 
totojjMon On motion of E. R. Ames, the report, in part, of the 
'"""' ' Committee on Missions, presented on Friday, 10th inst., 
relative to the formation of an Indian Mission Conference, 
was taken up. H. Slicer moved to refer this report to the 
Committee on Boundaries, This, on motion of T. String 
lield, was laid on the taUe. The report was adoptd 
afWr some discussion. The rssolntions of the report 
load thus :— 

'^ 1. Resolved, That there be established an Indian 
Mission Conference, to be bounded as follows, vi2. : — On 
the north by the Missouri River ; east by the states of 
Missouri and Arkansas ; south by Red River ; and west 
by the Rocky Mountains. 

" 2. Resolved, That the Indian Mission Conference be 
entitled to all the rights and privileges of other Annual 
Conferences." 

^^gp^^*ff *J On motion of E. R. Ames, the report as adopted was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. B. Alverson asked leave of absence from the Con« 
ferenee on Saturday next for F. G. Hibbard. Leave was 
granted. 

On motion of T. Crowder, L. M. Lee had access giv«ai 
him to the papers^ of this Conference to aid him in pre- 
paring a Life of his uncle, the Rev. Jesse Lee. 

A few minutes before twelve o'clock. Bishop Soule 
was invited into the chair by Bishop Andrew, to conduct 
the prayer meeting which Conference yesterday resolved 
to hdd during the last hour of to-day's session. Bishop 
Soule gave out two h3rmn8, and at his request brothers 
Richey and Early, and brothers Crandall and Winaaa, 
led the devotions of the Conference. After these exer- 
cises, Bishop Hed^ng was called into the chair, gave out 
another h3rmn, and invited brothers Capers and Filmore 
to lead in prayer. 

Soon after one o'clock Bishop Hedding pnmounced the 
bf^nedictioB, and the Conference retired. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 16. 

Conference met, according to rule, at half-past eight 
o'clock, Bishop Waugh in the chair. - The religious exer* 
tJises were conducted by brother Crowder. 

The chair called for reports from standing and select 
committees. 

The Committee on Missions presented a second report, 
in part, which was read, and, on motion, was laid on the 
table for the present. 

The Committee on Revisal presented a third report, in 
part, relating to the memorial of William Houston to the 
present Greneral Conference, and his appeal to the Confer-, 
ence of 1840, accompanied with the papers. On motioDi 
the consideration of the subject was made the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 

The Committee oni a Convse of Study for licentiates in 
the ministry, and exhorters, presented a report, which 
was read, and laid on the table according to the rule. 

The Committee on the Memorial of J. H. Young 
presented a report, whiq^i, on motion, was laid on the 
table. 

Bishop Soule, in behalf of the Committee oi Confer- 
once, reported verbally that they had not yet been able to 
make a report. Oa motion, further time was granted to 
the committee. 

Petitions, memorials, and appeals were declared in 
order. The Annual Conferences were called for in suo* 
cession, 

NewYork Conference, — G. Peck presented a report 
from the Board of Managers of the Sunday-School Union 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, proposing svndry 
alterations in the Constitution of the Union. The report 
was read, and on motion referred to the Committee oa 
Sunday Schools. 

P. Rice presented a memorial signed by matty oflkial 
members of our churches in this city, inviting the next 
General Conference to sit here. The memorid wasJai 
on the table, to be called up when the |^ce of sitting for 
that Conference shall be determined on, 

Maine Conference, — :M. Hill presented a memorial from 
Monroe circuit on slavery : referred. J. Hobart presented 
a petition on slavery from Hamden, which was referred. 
Also one from the same place against the annexatioa oS 
Texas, which, on motion, the petitioners had leave to 
Withdraw. 

New-Engltmd Conference, — P. Crandafl presented peti* 
tions on davery from FitchburgyLeoBiiasier, and Aehtmrn* 
ham, which were relerred. 
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NetD-Hampshire Conference, — J. G. Dow presented a 
petition on slavery from East Barnard station : referred. 

Ohio Conference, — J. F. Wright presented tlje report of 
the delegation appointed in 1840 to the General Confer- 
ence of the Evangelibal Association, which sat in October, 
1843. The report and correspondence were read, and, 
on motion of W« Capers, referred to the Committee of 
Publication, to be printed. (See Documents F and G, is 
Appendix.) 

Kentucky Conference, ^--G, W. Brush presented an invi* 
tation from Louisville to the General Conference, to hold 
its next session there : laid on the table with other memo- 
rials on the same subject, to be called up at the proper time. 

Memphis Conference,---G, W. D. Harris presented the 
unanimons concurrence of this Conference in the plan of 
a Social and Domestic Library : referred to the special 
committee on that subject. 

Mississippi Conference. — G. M. Rogers presented a 
memorial from Asbury H. Shanks, praying to be released 
from a debt to the Book Concern : referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

Baltimore Conference, — ^T. B. Sargent presented the 
action of this Conference, disapproving almost unanimously 
of the plan of a Social and Domestic Library : referred to 
the committee on that subject. 

The order of the day, the appeal of Luman H. Allen, 
was called. 

J. S. Porter moved to postpone the order of the day to 
allow him to present a resolution : lost. 

In resuming the appeal of L. H. Allen, it was resolved, 
on motion of A. Poe, to sit with closed doors during the 
consideration of this appeal. This resolution was so 
amended as not to exclude regular travelling preachers. 
I( was moved further to amend, so as to exclude all the 
reporters, except the official one, and that no report at all be 
made of this case. H. Slicer moved still further to amend 
by allowing the reporters who are on the floor to remain. 
T. Sovereign's motion to lay this on the table was lost, 
(hi motion of A. Poe the vote on his motion was reconsi- 
dered. P. P. Sandford then moved to lay the motion to 
sit with closed doors on' the table : lost. H. Slicer moved 
as a substitute, that during the examination of this case no 
One but the members and officers be allowed to attend. 
The substitute was, on motion, laid on the table. W. W. 
Redman moved as a substitute, that we sit with closed 
doorS) but do not exclude travelling preachers. J. E. 
Evans moved to lay the whole subject on the table, and 
proceed with the appeal : lost. The amendment and 
tesolution were adopted, and Conference excluded all bat 
officers and travelling preachers. 
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On mbtioQ, the s^xibn atid a trustee of the church were M*y ^*- 
requestecT to act as doorkeepers during this appeal. 

The appeal of Luman H. Allen, who, on a charge of xaobtibtt.'i 
immorality, had been suspended from all official relations ^^**' 
to the church by the North Ohio Conference, was taken 
up. The journal of the North Ohio Conference was read, 
and the Conference, on motion, resolred to admit tbe 
appeal. 

The appellant was not present, but J. H. Power ajn 
peared as his representatire^ and stated the grounds of 
his appeal. £. Thompson, as the representatire of the 
North Ohio Conference^ and A. Poe, as one of the dele- 
gates, responded to the plea of brother Power. J. H. ' 
Power made response for the appellant, but had not con- 
cluded at a few minutes before one o'clock ; when, on 
motion. Conference resolred U> prolong the session until 
the case should be finished. Brother Power proceeded ; 
until a quarter past one, when he gave way to a motion io - 
adjourn. - '■ " 

The benediction was pronounded by brotlier Pickering. 

FIUDAY, MAY 17. / m«f17 

Conference met at the hour appointed by the ruld, 
Bishop Morris in the chair, and was opened with reading 
God's word, singing and prayer, by brother Perkins. 

The chair, according to rule, called for reports from kepbits.* 
standing and select committees. 

J. T. Mitchell, in behsdf of the Committee on fipisco- com. on Epu- 
pacy, presented report No. 1 , which was read and adopted, nT^^ w^ 
as follows : — sfcoV* «P«- 

**The Committee on Episcopacy oflTer the following ***' 
veaolntioa. to. : 

"'ResolVed, That the deficits in the travelling expenses 
of the several Bishops, and the postage account of Bishop 
Waugh, as follows : 

<< The deficit of Bishc^ Sotile, $157 7S 

" " « Andrew, 126 76 

" « « Waugh, 173 72 

« " " Morris, 103 'rs 

"Postage account of Bishop Waugh, 40 15 

Total, $662 15 

be paid ovet to them by the Book Agents in New- York. 
" Robert Paine, Chairman. 
'^NeW'YorkyMay 16, 1844.'^ 

Bishop Souie, in behalf of the Committee of Confer- ^^^^1^ 
ence, made a veirbal report, requesting the delegates from emandSoatii- 
the Northern Conferei&ces to meet in this church at thre^ ^^n^St*^ 
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o'clock this afternoon ; and tboae from the Sontliem Oon* 
ferences in the lecture room, at the same hour. 

Petitions, memoriala, and appeals were next in order. 

Providence Conferenee.-^S. Benton presented a petitioa 
on slavery from Greenville station : referred to Committee 
on Slavery. J. Lovejoy presented a memorial from New* 
Bedford : referred to Committee on Itinerancy. 

Ohio Conference. — Bishop Soule presented a letter from 
Samuel Williams of Cincinnati, a highly respectable 
member of our church, to Rev. J. F. Wright, suggesting 
the propriety of inserting in the preliminaiy to our sacra- 
mental service, " sentences" from the pesent authorized 
version, instead of those now in the Discipline : referred 
to Committee on Revisal. 

On motion of S. D. Ferguson, the following resolution 
of instruction was agreed to : — 

*' Resolved, That the Committee on Revision be, and 
they hereby are instructed so to revise the sacramental, 
ordination, and burial services, and other parts of our 
Discipline where portions of Scripture are used, as to 
conform those scriptures to the present authcnrized vei- 
sion." 

Kentucky Conference. — H. B. Bascom presented the 
application of J. Peak to be released from a debt due to 
the Book Concern: referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

Conference resumed the business on which it adjourned 
yesterday ; the appeal of Luman H. Allen. J. H. Power, 
who had been interrupted by adjournment, resumed 
his rejoinder; and when he had £ntshed the pleadings 
closed. 

J. H. Power moved that the action of the North Ohio 
Conference, in suspending L. H. Allen from all offioisl 
relation to the church, be and is hereby reversed. J. B. 
MTemn offered the following substitute, which was laid 
on the table : — 

*< Resolved, That inasmuch as the proceedings of the 
North Ohio Conference in the case of Luman H. Allen 
are informal, we remand the case back for a new trial." 

£. R. Ames moved that the action of the North Ohio 
Confesenoe be and hereby is affirmed. This motion pre- 
vailed : so the action of the North Ohio Conference was 
confirmed, and the stn>eiision of Luman H. Allen from 
all official relations to the church it continued. 

Conference then proceeded to the order of the day, the 
memorial of William Houston, in relation to his appeal to 
the General Conference of 1 840, from the decision of the 
Baltimore Conference, which in 1837 had located him 
without his eonsent The appellant did not appear in 
'pers9A| but as he had constituted the Philadelphia dele- 
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MtioQ his representadTes, T. J. Thompbon, k behalf of *^1^ 
ttkux delegation, appeared for him. 

The joumaJs of the Baltimore Conference for 1837-8, ^ 
in reference to this location, i^ere re^id ; when, on motion 
of S. Luckey, the appeal was admitted. T. J. Thompson, 
for W. Houston, stated ^e grounds of the appeal ; when 
A« Griffith, of the BMtimore Conference, made a short 
response. On motion of H. Slicer and A. Griffith, and 
with the approval of the entire delegation of tea from the 
Baltimore Conference^ th» action of that Conference, in 
locating W. Houston without his consent, was reversed. ^SmbcJi^ 
So the decision of the Baltimore Conference was re* «DoereT«iMd. 
versed, and W. Houston is restored to his standing in Uie 
itinerant connection. 

On motion of S. Luckey, Conference proceeded to take ^PJJJ^ <rf J. «. 
vp and consid^ die appeal of James. S. Lent from the 
action of the Genesee Conference in locating him without 
his consent* The journals of the Genesee Conference 
for 1842 and 1843, showing their proceedings in this case, 
were read. 

On motion of S. Lucl^ey, Conference resolved to admit 
the appeal of J. S. Lent. The appellant did not appear in 
person, but had appointed S. Luckey of Genesee, and W. 
W. Redman of Missouri, his representatives. S. Luckey 
(ot the appellant jfHreisented a plea, stating the grounds of 
liis appeal, written by Lent himself, which was read by 
the Secretary of the Conference. G. Filmore, for the 
Genesee Conference, responded ; and W. W.- Redman 
made a brief reply for the appellant, which closed the 
pleadings on both sides. 

N. Bangs moved to affirm the decision of the Genesee ^^^^^^^^S!; 
Conference, by wluch: James S. Lent was located. A l^jSeTafflniied. 
motion to lay this on the table was lost. S. Luckey asked 
to be excused from voting in this ease : request not grant- 
ed. The question was put and the deeision affirmed ; so 
the action of the Genesee Conference by which James 
S. Lent was located is confirmed. 

On motion, E. Thompson had leave of absence from 
the Conference, for t))e purpose of preaching in Rahway, 
New-Jersey. 

T. B. Sargent, chairman of the Committee on the Char- Repoitof Com. 
tered Fund, presented a report, accompanied by fire reso- piiS*****^ 
lotions, which were read. 

J. Early moved to adopt the repoii. The resolutions 
were considered separately. The first resolution was 
adopted. The second was adopted, by which James J. 
Boswell was eliected Trustee of the Chartered Fund, by 
143 votes. The third resoluti<m was adopted, and Samuel 
Ashniead was elected a Trustee of said Fund, by 132 
rotes. The fourth resolution was read ; . and a resplution 
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^vftr. trad i^^ed l^ J. £. Evans to amend it^ by strddkig ooi 

^S'cSS^Sk John Rhile, and inserting Edmimd I. Yard. TlnsamenA- 

vond. ment was not agreed to. The original resolation was 

adopted, and John Rhile -was elected a Tniatee of said 

FBndby llTvotea.. 

■' On motion, the report and reaeiutioiia, as a whble, were 
adopted. The resolutione are as folh>w8, viz. i-^ 

" 1. Resolved, That this Conferenee proceed forthwith 
to choose and appoint three of the persons aominated by 
the snrriTing Trustees to fill the raeanciee in the Board 
of TmMees of the Chartered Fund of the M. E. Cltiirch 
in the United States of America. 

" 2. Resolred, That James J. BosweB be, and is hereby 
chosen and appointed, by a majority of votes, a TroMee 
of the Chartowd Pmid of the M. E. CHinrch in the United 
States of America, in place of &e late Caleb North, de- 
'eeased. 

** 3. Resolved, That Samuel Ashmead be, and is hereby 
f chosen and appointed a Trustee of the said Chartered 
Fund, in the place of Michael S. Johns, resigned. 

'*4. Resolved, That John Rlule be, an^ hereby i^dwsen 
and appointed, by a majority of votes, a Trustee of the 
Chartered Fund, m the place of Aqnlla A. Browne, who 
has resigned. 

*' 5. Resolved, That as soon as the abote vacancies are 
snpi^ed, the Secretary of this Conference shall forward 
to John F. Walker, Secretary of the Board, proper certi^ 
eates signed and countersigned, as directed in the third 
article €? the charter." 

On motion of S. Luckey, the following resolntion was 
adopted: — 

*' Resolved, That the brethren frote Canada whose aj^ 
ptication to be recognized by this Conference has beeifr 
acted on by the adoption of the report of a committee tb 
whom their application was referred, and the delegated 
fh>m the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Churchill 
Canada, be permitted to take a copy of the report in their 
case." 

On motion of P. P. Sandfbid, Conference granted leave 
of absence to H. White and M. Richardson, unt9 Mon^ 
day. On motion of L. Scotl, the same Was granted to 
T. Madden. 
Depaxton of Bishop Soule, for brothers Riehey and Case, the dele«- 
Bichey and ^^^ |^f ^y^^ Wesleyan Missionary Society, informed the 
Conference that these brethren had been compelled, by- 
official business, to depart at a time when they could not 
formally take leave of the Conference; but had desired 
him to communicate the gratefbl f.mse they entertained 
of the kindness with which they hid been received, and 
to assure the Conference of their ftrdent wishes and for- 
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vcflt prayers 6n^e peace and pioapei^y of the whole '^'t*^ 
body represented ibft thi9 Conference* 

J. M. Trimble offered the following resoliHion of instrue* 
lion, which, on motion, was referreC viz. : — 

" Resolved, That the Committee on Be^sai be in* Proposed 
structed to inquire into the propriety of adding anoi&er m!S^^ ^^ 
clanse to section 7, page 92, On Bringing to «Trial, 4cic. 
The addition asked for is as follows;---^ The preacher in 
charge of a circuit or station, shall keep a reoora, in a bodk 
provided for that purpose, by the stewards, of ail the pro- 
ceedings in the trial of members; s^h as the chargetf, 
testimoxiyt and decision of the committee.'" 
[ J. B. Finley offered the foUowmg resolution, which was 
adopted: — 

<< Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to Life of ma»9 
make inquiry into the probable prospect of having the Lifa ^''^•"^'^ 
of our beloved late Bishop ATKendree published, and ro^ 
port to this Conference as soon a» practic^Ue." 

On motion of J. T. Peck, the re>port, in part, No. l,4»f ^^f *•?<>>*, 
&e Committee on Revival, was called Hp. He s^lso moved 
to adopt the report. W. A. Smith moved to lay the re- 
port and motion to adopt it on the table for the present : 
lost. J. A. Collins moved that the further consideration 
of the subject be postponed until the report of the Com- 
mittee on Tem^ance is presented. 

While H. Slicer was on the floor, his fifteen nanntes 
having expired, N. Bangs moved to grant him. leave to 
continue his remarks : lost. , 

Fending the dis<?n8sion on postponement, J. T. Feck 
moved to amend, by making it ^e order of the day for to- 
iporrow : laid on the table. J. T. Peck fvrther moved to 
amend, by striking out ** until the report," ^c, and inserter 
^ig " for the present," This also was laid <» the table. 

The questi<m was then taken on postponing until the Poetponed. 
Committee on Temperance shall report, and it prevailed. 

J. S. Porter moved the following resolution of instruct 
tion, which was adopted : — 

** Whereas there is a difference of opinion as to whether ^^^^&2« ^ 
a certificate may be refused by a preacher, because of nevisai. ^ 
length of tune, or improper conduct on the part of the 
holder ; therefore 

^* Resolved^ That the Committee on Revisal be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of so amending answer 
7 to question 2, chapter 1, section 10 of the Discipline, 
as to fix some time duiing which a certificate shcdl be 
valid : an4 also to make it the duty of the preacher to^ 
whom a valid certificate mny^ be presented, to receive such 
certificate as evidence of membership in the church." 

W. Patten offered the following resolution, whieh waai^ 
q» motion, rpferyofl i-r , ' ^ . :• 
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^'Reaolred, That the Ck>inmittee on Revisal be, and 
they hereby are instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of so altering the rule of Discipbne on tempcoal economy, 
page 168, answer 3, as to read, after the words ' quarterly 
meeisng' — * and shaU send up to the ensuing Annual Confer- 
ence a true statement of the estimate made to meet the table 
Expenses, house rent, Sic, of the [Hreacfaer or preachers ; so 
^t the Conference Stewards may be able to settle with 
the preachers accordingly/ Also, on page 177» answer 
5, strike out all after the words, * in money or otherwise,' 
imd insert in lien thereof — < afler such estimate is made, 
the quarterage and table expenses shall be added together, 
and collected, as so much for the support of the preacher 
or preachers.' Also, on page 178, seventh line from the 
top, after the words, ' seversJ ability,' insert, * and he shall 
receive in proportion to the whole amount on the circuits 
07 stations, respectively, for the support of the preachers."* 

Leave of absence was asked for S. Benton and N« 
Rounds, but was not granted. Afler prayer by brother 
Stoadmas, Conference adjourned at the regular hour. 
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SATURDAY, MAT 18. 

The Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, and 
was opeoied with appropriate exercises, by brother Paine. 
Bishop Souk in tVe chair. 

The journals of yesterday were read, and confirmed. 

The chair called for reports from committees. 

Bishop Soule, in behalf of the Committee of Conference, 
presented the following report, which, on motion of £. R. 
Ames, was accepted, and the committee discharged firoat 
all further consideration of the subject : — 

*^ The/ Committee of Conference have instructed me to 
report, that after a calm and deliberate investigation of the 
subject submitted to their consideration, Aiey are unable 
to agree i^n any plan of compromise to reconcile the 
views of the northern and southern Conferences. 

" JosRVx Soule;" 
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The chair called for memorials, petitions, and appeals. 

Genesee Conference, — When this Conference was called, 
fiishop Hedding presented a memorial, which had been 
put in his hands, from Seneca Falls, on the subject of 
slavery : it was referred to the Committee on Slavery.. 

Erie Conference, — T. Goodwin presented a memorial 
iiom sundry members of the M . E. Church, in the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio, praying, to be included in a new Con- 
ference, which they desire may be called Cleveland. 
Beferred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Michigan Conference, — J. A. Baughman presented a 
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vMmoml on the subject of elasTery, from Detroit, widch **•>"*• 
vr9a refened. 

When the call was 'finished, J. A. CdHins raoTed to Bepart on me- 
take np the report of the committee on the memorial of J. t^IJ^.^^' ^' 
H. Young. The report was taken up and read. J. A. * .. / 
€k)Qins moved to adopt the report. N. Bangs mored as 
ft snbstitute, that the report and accompanying resolntioQ 
i)e referred to the Book Committee at New-York $ and the 
substitute prevailed. 

J. J. Steadman presented a resolndoQ proposing somis 
alterations in the Dbcipline ; laid on the table. 

On motion of N. Bangs, Conference took up report No. ^^J JR. t?*"' 
2 of the Mission Committee, on*the subject of the forma-^ 
d.on of a German Annual Conference ; and on the com* 
aiunicatioa of W. Nasi, asking leave to visit his nativd 
country, with a view to more extended missionary opera* 
tions among his brethten. A division was called for, and 
^e resolutions appended to the first part of the report were 
lead and adopted. 

The second part of the report was then considered ; and 
the reading of the letter of broker Nast was called for, 
which was ordered, on motion of N. Bangs, who moved to 
suspend the further consideration of the report, to enable 
brother Collins to obtain the letter of brother Nast. 

F. Reed presented the Jresolutions of the New-YoA 'JjJJjJS^ ^ 
Conference on slavery and temperance; also the action tiaverrffte. 
of said Conference on the Genesee resqhition on slavery, 
and the New-Jersey resolution on the subjedt of locd 
preachers ; all of which were appropriately referred. 

S. Comfort presented the following resolution, whicli 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern :-^-^ 

<* Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern Keiofaitiaii on 
be, and hereby are, instructed to inquire into the expe- SS2^?|i. 
dieney of publishing a monthly periodical, containing ser^ odieaL 
mons frc»n living Methodist ministers, by the Book Agenfc^ 
at New-York, and report thereon." 

W. W. Redman presented the following resolutions, 
^ which were referred to the Committee on Revisal : — 

" Whereas a ^versity of opinion, and consequently op setoiiitkiai te 
|iractico, exists in reference to the method by which dis- SSSS.^^*"*^ 
orderly persons, who are * on trisd,' shall be found guilty, 
reproved, or discontinued ; therefore 

"1. Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of placing, in some 
appropriate section of the Discipline, &e course to be 
pursued in reference to persons < on trial,^who have acted 
dborderiy. 

" 2. Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal define 
what is to be understood by < proper trial,' in the last line . i' 

ofBaclion7,i?age94." ; - -» 
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$. JBeiHoii asked for kaveof nbei^ace fron ikxf Co«- 
>ference until Monday night, to visit home, and eome of lii» 
enlarge who are sick. Not graoied. 
. M,, Simpson ofiered the following, which was adopted :— * 

"Resolved, That a Gomimttee be a]^ointed by this 
General Conference, to wh<»n shall be referred all papexs 
belongiag to this body, in reference to the history of the 
M. £^ Church; and that the mimsters, members, and 
friends of our church be respectfully and ea^estly re- 
i|i|e8ted to furnish said committee with all documei^ and 
correspondence touching the lives of any of our deeeaseii 
BishopSy or other mimsters, and any documents throwing 
Ught upon tbB history of our chmrch : and that said com- 
mittee be required to take measures fmr properly anajig'- 
ing and securing said papers, and report to the n^Et 
Genera} Conference.^ 

: The Coxkference voted that the above committee should 
GODsisK^five. 

W. D. Cass presented a resolution, asking a change ia 
^e Discipline on preachers referring church trials, ^c.^ 
which, cm motion of A. Wood, was laid on the tablOi 
, J. A. Collins having relumed with the ^mmonicatioik 
of brother Nast, Conference resumed the considerstion 
of the report of the Committee on Missions. The lettor 
was read, and on motion of N. Bangs, the resoluticm ap- 
pended to the report of the committee referring to brother 
Nast's visit to G^ermany was adopted. The report as a 
whole was then adopted. (See report, p. -«.) 

N. Bangs moved, that the Book Comnnttee at Cincm* 
Qati estimate the amount necessary to meet the expense of 
brother Nast's. visit ; and that the Book Agents pay the 
same out of the avails of the Book Concern. H. I^cer 
moved to amepd by adding, " {wovided the same shall not 
^nxie^ one thousand ddUars.'^ The amendment was laid 
^n^'the table^ and the original resolution was adopted. 

A. Billings offered a resolution, authorizing the Book 
A|^ats to give to each college snd seminaiy under our 
control, a copy of every book published at our Book 
^om. L Winder moved to amend by adding, " and also 
to 0very regular itinerant minister." J. T. P^ moved to 
\9jj the . amendment on the table : kst W. Murrah 
moved that the amendment and resolution be both laid on 
th^ table, which prevailed. 

. H. H. Kavanaugh offered a resolution on the subject 
^increasing the quarterage allowance of our ministers; 
ifhich, on motion, was laid on the table* 

J. B. MTerrin presented the following resolution, which 
was refined to the Committee on Revisal: — 
. <* Hesolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instmet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of introdociiig iate the 
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Discipline a rule prohibiting our minister^ rebaptizing 
tbose who have been properly baptized in infancy, or in 
riper years," ^ - 

M. Simpson presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Qonunittee on Sunday Schools : — 

** Resolved, That the Committee on Sabbath Schools be 
instructed to inquire as to the expediency of this Con- 
ference electing a board of directors to superintend the 
general interests of Sunday schools in our Church ; and 
ttiat the committee further consider the projMriety of with- 
drawing from all connection with voluntary associations 
on this subject*" 

A. L. P. Green offered a resolution to strike o^t part 
of question 17, chapter 1, section 3, of the Discipline, and 
moved its reference, which did not prevail. 

W. A. Smith presented the following resolution, which 
was ref^rrSd to the Committee on Revisal : — 

"Resolved, That the Committee on RevisU be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of so altering the language 
of the Discipline, section 5, answer 5, page 177, as to 
make it more clearly express and define its meaning." 

The chair announced the committee to inquire respect- 
ing the publication of the Life of the lite Bishop M'Kea- 
dree, as follows: Nathan Bangs, John P. Durbin, Charles 
Elliott. 

After the nonces were given out, Conference adjourned 
with prayer by brother Hamilton. 
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MONDAY, MAY 20. 

Conference met at half-past eight, and was opened in 
the usual way, by brother Rice. Bishop Hedding in the 
chair. 

The journal of yesterday was read, and approved. 

S. Luckey moved to reconsider that part of the report 
of the Committee on Mission^ referring to brother Nast, 
which was adopted on Saturday: carried. On motion 
#f S. Luckey, the report was amended by striking out 
" missionary operations," and inserting '' useiiilness." 

J. Early moved that at the. proper time each morning 
the journals be read, without counting whether there be 
a quorum present : carried. . 

^ The chair, according to the rule, called for reports from 
standing and select committees. 

J. Davis, chairman of the Committee on the Memcsial 
pf W. J. Waller, presented a report, which was read, and 
on motion of B. T. Crouch, was laid on the table. 

Bishop Soule addressed the Conference, stftting the 
attention of brother T. B. Sargent to him as a travelling 
companion duruog his, visit to Europe ; and. also that he 
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H«ri9. was not informed whether hrother Sargent had received, 
from any source, an3rthing, either as quarterage or table 
eiqpenses during his absence ; and suggested the propriety 
of the Conference inquiring into and making provision for 
the same. On motion of J. Early, the suggestion of the 
Bishop was referred to the delegates from the Baltimore 
Conference to examine and report. 

The chair presented a communication from Dr. Bond, 
enclosing an article originally designed for the Christian 
^ Advocate and Journal, suggesting the propriety of having 

the Notes of Bishop Asbury, &c., bound up with the next 
Discipline. A motion was made to refer the document to 
the Committee on Revisal : this motion was laid on the 
table. 

J. A. Collins offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, viz. : — 
jiesoinuon *' Whereas it is currently reported, and generally under- 

g2JJ^^»J^ stood, that one of the Bishops of the M. E. Church has 
jMction witb become connected with slavery ; and whereas it is due 
•lavery. ^ ^y^ General Conference to have a proper understand- 

ing of the matter ; therefore, 

" Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be 
instructed to ascertain the facts in the case, and report 
the results of their investigation to this body to-morrow 
morning. John A. Collins, 

J. B. HOUGHTALINO " 

ifiMion Report W. Wiuans moved to reconsider that partpf the report 
SS^^ ^ of the Committee on Missions which refers to the forma- 



tion of German districts, as adopted on Saturday last. 
The motion prevailed ; and he then moved that the first 
resolution be stricken out, which prevailed. On a motion 
of T. Crowder, the second resolution was amended by 
striking out the word *' other." The report as ameuded 
was ^hen adopted. 

The following are the resolutions as they were finaOy 
adopted : — 

Genua dis- "1. Resolved, That the Bishops be authorized and 

^'^ requested, in all such cases as in their judgment may be 

considered necessary, to form our German Missions into 
districts, irrespective of Conference boundaries ; and ap- 
point a Presiding Elder to each of said districts; and that 
the German preachers within the district or districts shall 
be members of that Conference to which the Presiding 
Ijilder may belong. '^ 

ftpther Nast's ^* The committee have also had under consideration a 
very interesting communication from Rev. William Nast 
to Bishop Soule, which was referred by the General Con- 
ference to this committee ; in which brother Nast proposes 
to visit Germany, with aview to more extended usefuhiesa 
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among his brethren of the German nation ; and after read- . ^^^ 
ing the communication, it was unanimoasly 

" 2. Resolved, That we approve of the plan of brother 
Nast, and that we recommend to the Bishops to pennit 
him to make the proposed visit. 

^* Respectfully submitted, 

" N. Bangs, Chnrman. 

" NeuhYorky May 16, 1844." 

J. T. Peck moved to take up the second report of the ii«tist! itepoctt 
Conmiittee on Revisal : carried. The first part of the ^^* ^ 
report was read. On motion of J. Early, this part of the 
report was laid on the table for the present. On motion, 
the balance of the report was laid on the table, to take up 'SbapatK <m 
Ae report of the Committe.e on a Course of Study for J^JJS^lj- 
Licentiates. oa^ttet. 

This report was then, on motion, taken up and read. 
. While the first resolution was under consideration, N. 
Bangs moved to lay it on the table : the motion was lost 

. J. B. Finley moved indefinitely to postpone the resolution. 

N. Bangs moved to lay the motion for indefinite postpone- 
ment on the table : carried. J. Porter moved to lay the 
resolution on the table: me motion prevailed. The 

(. second resolution was then read; and, on motion of W. 

Capers, the report and resolution were recommitted. BaoonuBittad. 

On motion of J. B. Houghtaling, the report of the Com- ibBTina Baiwrt, 
raittee on Revisal, No. 2, was taken up. The fifst item ^ *** *' 

^ was taken up and read; and, on motion, laid on the table. 

< The second item was read, and S. Luckey moved its adop- 

tion. T. Spicer moved to amend by adding the words, 

; ^< where it is practicable," after the words, " have been 

I committed." The motion to amend was laid on the table, 

\ on motion of J. B. Finley. C. W. Ruter moved to amend 

by inserting after the word ** committed," the words, " or 
where this cannot be done in the circuit or station where 
the accused resides." W. W. Ninde moved to recommit ^J^J^SbmSI 
this part of the report : carried. £S: 

The second part of the report was tlien read, and A« 
Wiley moved its indefinite postponement. C. W. Ruter 
moVed to lay this motion on the table ; but before the 

^ question could be taken the hour of adjournment arrived. 

; Notices were then given out, and the Conference adjourned 

,^ with prayer, by brother A. Adams. 

^ TUESDAY, MAY 21. 

^l Conference met at the usual hour, and was opened widi m^m. 

1^ religioiis services, by brother Crouch. Bishop Wangh in 

^ the chair.- 

^_ The journals of yesterday were read and approved. 
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■^•i- Rt|porU from standing and aelect (BmnnUtees Wfite 

**''*"^ calledfot by the chair. 

^ The Committee on the Expenses of Delegates pre- 
aested a report in part. A proposition to lay it on the 
table was lost. E. R. Ames moved, that in accordance 
widi the report of the committee, brother Patton be re- 
lieved. J.> A. Collins moved to recommit the report. 
This did not obtain. On motion of G. Hildt, the report 
was laid on the table. 
lUidMiB^pnt, The Committee on Revisal presented a report, Na 3, 
^' ' which was read, and on motion of H. Sheer, adopted as 

a whole, as follows : — , 

*' The Committee on Revisal beg leave further to report : 

'* 1. That the changes proposed in the nde for the trial 
of preachers, and for appeals in the Annual Conferenceat 
by P. M. M'Gowan and others, are inexpedient. 

^ 2. That the amendment proposed in relation to the re- 
storation of preachers who have been expelled for ^ gro«s 
immorality,' by H. J. Clark, is inexpedient 

*' 3. That the recommendation of the New^Jersey Con- 
ference, to report the number <^ churches in the circuitSt 
is inexpedient 

** 4. That the change proposed in relation to the distri- 
bution of the funds among the claimants at the Annual 
Conferences, is inexpedient. 

"5. That the alteration proposed by the memorial from 
JonesviUe circuit, North Carolina Conference, making 
superannuated preachers members of the Quarterly Coat 
lerence where they reside, is unnecessary, as your com- 
mittee conceive the fact, which the . memorialists wish 
more cleaily defined, ia already sufficiently plain. 
^ All which is respectfully submitted, 

" May 21, 1844. George Peok, akztnnan.'' 

The Committee on Revisal presented another report, 
' which was recommitted yesterday. As it proposes alte- 
rations in the Discipline, it lies on the table one day, ac- 
cording to rule^ 
BaiKxitonBpif- The Committee on Episcopacy presented a report, 
GopM7,No.s. jij^^ 2, which was read and adopted, as follows : — 

" The Committee on Episcopacy having had under c<m- 
siderati<»i the conuiunication of the Book Agents at Cin- 
cinnati, in relation to the money advanced by them to 
defray the travelling expenses of the late Bishop Roberts 
TnEveUhtf tt- among the Indian tribes west of Missouri and Arkansas, 
^^SS»«£^ unanimously agreed to recommend to the; Conference to 
make an appropriation of the amount of $90 for tibe travel- 
Uhg expenses of Bishop Roberts. Respectfully submitted 
*' Robert Paine, Chairman, 
"3rw>.F<>r*,.Miiy21, 1844." ' 
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The Committee on Itinerancy presented a report in part, ttaf «i. 

No. 1, which was read, and on motion laid on the table, ^^i^^f^ 

The Committee on Episcopacy presented a fmrther Bniioopac7,No 



Import, No. 3, which was read, and on motion of J. A. 
Collins, laid on the table to be the order of the day for 
to-morrow. 

The Committee on a, Course of Stady for Licentiates ^'^J^^ on 
presented a report, being a revision of what was recom- *" 9dS^, ^.-^ 
mitted to them yesterday. It was read, and lies over 
one day, according to nrle^ 

The committee appointed to inquire what progress h&d 
been made in mreparing a Life of our late Bishop M*Ken- 
dree presentea a report, referring the General Conference 
to Bishop Soule for information, and asking to be dis- 
charged. The report was adopted, and the committee 
discharged. 

The chair presented a note from Dr. Bond, denying BspUuutton oi 
that he had ever said or known that a plan had been ^^5!^ *^ 
foimed by northern members of this Conference to force 
the South into Secession : which was read, and followed 
^y leave to make a further verbal statement, contradicting 
such a report. E. W. Sehon ma^e some retiiarics confir- 
notttofy of what Dr. Bond had said. On motion, leave > > 

was given fas N. Bangs and W. A. Smith to add some 
remarks, and the conversation here ended. 

Bishop Soule, recurring to the report of the committee', Life of BiBiiop 
in relation to the Memoirs of Bishop M'Kendree, itt- M'Kendree. 
formed the Conference, that since 1836 his officii^ duties 
had not allowed him to do more than ai^ange a large mass 
of pi^n bequeathed by Bishop M'Kendree to Bishop 
Sauie and the lale T. L. Douglass. 

N. Bangs ofiered the foUowiug resolution, which waa 
adopted. 

'* Resolved, That Bishop Soule be requested at a suitable ^g^^jj^^ 
time to give this General Conference an account of hid to s«^. 
idsit to the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, and to difibr* 
ent parts of Europe." 

On motion of S<Luckey,th6delegate8from die Wesleyan iMtgatet from 
Methodist Church in Canada were requested to address 2SJrilIw?!of 
the Conference, and give some account of the ccmnection 
ihey represent. Rev. John Ryerson, president, and Rev. 
Anaon Green, ex-president, of the Conference of theWes* 
leyan Methodist Church in Canada, the two delegatee la 
attendance from that body, addressed the Conference at 
some length, Retailing many of their plans, and the suc- 
cess with which it had pleased God to crowa their efforts. 
They then foimally took leave of the Conference. 

S. Luckey, who as the alternate of Bishop H^dding 
had visited the above Conference of Wesleyan Methodists, 
gave a brief narration of hfs visit to them, and the satis- 



62 



Jm»mal ^ GOterdl Canfefendet 1844. 



Haydl. 



Memorial of J. 
W. Osborne. 



letter of J. W 

Sto7. 



Fropoied •- 
nendmentof 

Discipline* , 



on 
of M. 

E. Ghnrch. 



'sr 



onBcTi- 



faction with which he had witncesed their prosperity and 
increase in the pure and wdefiled religion of their and 
our fathers. 

J. A. Gere presented a memorial from J. W. Oebonie 
of th^ Baltimore Conference, asking a release from a 
debt due to the Book Concern. On motion, it was re- 
ferred to the Comoiittee on the l^ook Concern. 

W. Capers presented a letter from J. W. Stoy^ agent 
of the Book depo^tory at Charleston, S. C, complaining 
of the published report from the Concern at New-York 
in reference to the Charleston depository. It was on mo- 
tion referred to the Committee on the Bode Concern. 

A. L. P. Green offered a resolution in the foUowiog 
terms, which on motion was adopted : — 
. " Resolyed, That the Committee on Rerisal be requested 
to examine into the propriety of ^amending our book of 
Discipline, chap. 1. sec. 3^ quest 17, page 25, by stri- 
king out, after the word missionary, ' and what for the 
publication of Bibles, Tracts, and Sunday-schod books,' 
and inserting instead thereof, the words ' American Bible 
Society.* " 

The resolution adopted on Saturday to aj^int a com- 
mittee of five to collect, and report to the next Gren^ral 
Conference, all the papers belonging to this body ia re- 
ference to the history of the M. £. Chorch, dtc, was 
reconsidered ; and, on motion of W. Winans, was so far 
amended as to make the committee consist of one member 
from each Annual Conference, to be selected by tke dele- 
gates thereof. 

On motion of G. Peck, the report of the Committee on 
Revisal was taken up. It was resumed at the point pend- 
ing when Conference adjourned yesterday. The motion 
to lay the indefinite postponement on the table was lost 
The discussion of the proposal to limit the Episcopacy to 
continuing any preacher in the ofiSice of Presiding Elder 
more 'than four years at one time was renewed, on the 
question of indefinite postponement. I. Winner had leave 
to speak beyond fifteen minutes. While H. Siioer was 
on the floor, he gave way to allow B. M. Drake to pro- 
pose that this session be prolonged until the question 
under consideration be disposed of. The motion was 
lost, and at one o'clock the Conference adjourned, after 
prayer by brother Luckey. 



Mtyii WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 22. 

Conference met at the regular honr. Bishop Moms in 
Ihe chair, and was opened with the usual exercises by 
brother StephencK)n. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
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Bmmett T. Biake, a ^aa^rved delegate from the North 
Carolina Conference, presented hia certificate, and took 
his aeat as the substitute of H. G. Leigh, who had been 
jMrevented by indispos^ion from filling his place. 

The chair called for reports from standing committees. 

The Committee on Sunday Schools presented a report, * 
which was read, and lies oii the table, according to rule. 

The Committee on Book Concern presented a report, in 
part, which was read, and lies on the table, by the nde. 

As no reports from select committees were offered, on 
motion of A. GrifiSith, Conference proceeded to consider 
the order of the day, viz., the report No. 3 of the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. It reads aa follows : — 

"The Committee on £piscopa<^, to whom was referred 
a resolution, submitted yesterday, instructing them to in- 
quire whether anyone of the Superintendents is connected 
with slarery, beg leave to present (he following as their 
report on the subject. 

'* ThecOmuHttee had ascertained, previous to the refer-* 
enoe of the resolution, that Bishop Andrew is connected 
with slavery, and lad dbtained an interview with him on 
the subyecl v and having requested him to state the whole 
facts in the premises hereby present a written communi- 
cation from him in relation to this matter, and beg leave 
to offer it as his statement and explanation of the case." 
" To the CammUtu on Efiseopasy* 

*^ Dear Brethren,->-In reply to your inquiry, I submit 
tbe following statement of all the facts bearing on my 
connection with slavery. Several years since ail 0I4 
lady, of Augusta, Greorgia, bequeathed to me a mulatto girl, 
in trust that I shotdd take care of her until she should be 
nineteen years of age ; that with her consent I should then 
aend her to Liberia ; and that in case of her refusal, I 
should keep her, and make her as free as the laws of the 
state of Georgia would permit. When the time arrived, 
she revised to go to Liberia, and of her own choice re«> 
mains legaUy my slave, although I derive no pecuniMry 
profit from her. She continues to live in her own house 
on my lot ; and has been and is at present at perfect lir 
foerty to go to a free state at her plea^re; but the laws 
of the state wiO not permit her emancipation, nor admit 
OBuk deed of emancipation to record, and ^he refuses. t» 
leave the state. In her case, therefore, I have been made 
a slaveholder legally, but not with my owa consent* 
. ^ 2dly. About five years since, th» mother of my te- 
Bwr wife left to her daughter, not 4o me, a negro boy ; and 
as my wife died without a will more than two years siace> 
by the laws of the stale he. becomes legally my property. 
In Uiis case, as in the former, emancipation is impraelicabie 
in the atate; but he nkakl be at liberty to leave the state 
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■i^ t& iriianeTe'r I slmll be satisfled thai he ii prepared to proficfo 
for himself, or I can hare suffieiem security that he will be 
protected and provided for in the f^ace to which he may go« 

"3dly. In the month of Jasuaiy last I married mf 
pesent wife, she being at die time possessed of skToe, 
inherited from her former hndband's estate, and belonging 
to her, Shortly after my nsavriage, being* vnwillmg to 
become their owner, regarding them as staetly hers, and 
the law not permitting &eir emancipation, I secured them 
\ to her by a deed of tmst. 

*' It wiH be obvious to you, from the above statement of 
facts, that I have neither bought nor sold a slavb ; that in 
the only two instances in wlmsh I am legalty a ds^ehold^ 
er, emancipation is impractieable. As to ^ servants 
owned by my wife, I have no legal responsibility in tlie 

Smises, nor could my wife emancipate them if she 
ired to do so. I have thus plainly stated all the facte 
' in the case, and submit the statement for the eonsidera- 

.. , tion of the General Conference. Tours rei^etftiUy, 

''JaHXS O. ANDfcBW.*' 

'* All which is respectfully submitted. 

"RoBSRT Pjuiis, Chmrman,** 

A. Griffith and J. Davis offered the Mowing prean^le 
and resolution, which were read and debated :-^ 

*< Whereas, the Rev. James O. Andrew, one oftke Bish- 
ops of the M. E. Church, has become ctmnected^with sla- 
^jSmH^ to. very, as communicated in his statement in his reply to the 
^uiry of the Committee on the Episcopacy, which reply 
is imbodied in their repcm, No. 3, offered yesterday; and 
whereas it has been, from the cnrigin of said Chmrch, a 
settled policy and the invariable usage to elect no person 
lo &e office of Biehop .who was embarrassed widi this 
* great evil,' as imder sudi circuinstances it would be im- 
possible for a bishop to exercise the limotkme and perform 
the duties assigned to a general Superintendeiit with ao- 
ceptsnce, in that large portion of his charge in whicAi 
skvverv does not exist ; and whereas Bishqy Andrew was 
idmself nominated by our brethren ef the slaveholding 
states, and elected by the Genwai Conference oi 1832, as 
a candidate who, though liting in the midst -of a t^ve* 
holding population, was nevertheless free from all per* 
tonal connection with slavery ; and whereas, thitt ie, of 
all periods in our history as a Church, the one leaat fa» 
^tourable to such aa innovation upon the ptactikse and 
image of Methodism as to confide n part of the Ittoeraat 
feneral superintendeney to a slaveholder ; therefore, 

^* Resolved, That the Rev. James O. Andrswhe^ and he 
ii hereby af^ionateiy requested: to risaiga. his office as 
<ette of the Bisheps.of the Methodist Episcopal Ghuseh.? 
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Vfketk I»retbidr Griffith^ in favour of ^ reaoluti^^, had Mtyai. 
.^^keu a3 long a3 the rule allowed, a moUpU was made 
to permit him to proceed. 6. Filmore offered as a. sub- 
BtiUite for this, that the, rule which restricts a speaker to 
fifteen miatttes, be suq^ended during the dis^us^ioa of this Fifteenminntes 
subject The sidbstitute prevailed, by » vot^ of one him- SStai?Si?d£ 
dred and three. ^ t«^- 

On motion of N. Bangs, it was resolved, that when we 
adjourn, it be to meet again this afternoon at half-ipast 
three o'clock, one hundred and four voting for) it. 

W. Capers then moved, that we do now adjourn : Iqsl. 

J. p. Durbia moyed to reeonsider the vote by whiqh 
we resolved to meet this afternoon. This was lost. 

The motion for adjournment was renewed and carried <; 
and Ck)nference adjourned with prayer by teotber.Tipp^. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 22. 

, dmfereooe met pursuant to^ adjournment at half-past 
^ee o'olodi:, Bishop Sonie in the chair, and was^eaed 
with religious services by brother Fowler. 

The chair called for reports from standing and select No Repons. 
committees : none being cuSered, W. Cooper moved that ^ 

the resolution under discussion this morning be postponed, oii^hs'^eso-. 
and made the order of the day for to^mocrow morning : ^^ . ^^^ 
lost. The considoAtion was resumed, and severi^ spend- 
ers were heard. 

On motion of J. A. Collins, Conferenee adjourned with 
prayer by bsother Bond. 

THTJRSDAY MORNING, MAY 23. . »??». 

Conferenee met at the regular hour, Bishop Bedding m 
the chair, and was opened with religious exowises hf 
.brother Robinson. 

The journal of yesterday afternoon was read and sp- 
pfoved. 

The diair esdled for reports from standing and. select 
committees. None were presented. .No Reports. 

Conference resumed the consideratioA of the resohitioii ^^^^i?*^ 
wider discussion yesterday, viz., the resolution offered by solution rT 
brothers Griffith and Davis on Wednesday. «««»«*• 

J. B« Finley offered a substitute for the resolution, in ^;^« "^^^ti. 
the follofwing words, viz. i-— *"** 

^< Whereas, the Discipline of our church forbids the 
doing an3rthing calculated to destroy our itinerant general 
eupehntendepcy^ and whereas Bishop Andrew has be- 
come connect with slavery by marriage and otherwise, 
amd this act having drawn B&we it cirenmstanees which in 
the eetimfttion of the General Conference will gre^ 
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Mar f' embarraias the ^eieroise of his office as aB itinerant genreitl 

Superintendent, if not in some fdaces enthrelj prevent it ; 

therefore, 

" Resohred, That it is the sense of this Greneral Gonfer- 

' encethathe desist from the exercise of this office so lon^ 

as this impediment remains. ** J. B. Finley, 

«J/M.'Trimblb.*' 

A discassion on the above t^bstitute ensaed, oeenpyin|^ 
the morning session. A few minutes before one o^clocky 
when W. D. Cass w^s speaking, it was resohred to con- 
tinue the session five minutes after the regular time, for 
the purpose of hearing a statement which J. Eaily wished 
to make. When this was made, Conference adjourned 
with prayer by brother Steele. 



MaqrSir 



Reports. 



Itetfsal, No. 9. 



Book Concen. 



ChrlstiUt Ad- 
Tocate. 



AdTocato.- 



C3ix. 



FRIDAY, MAY 24. 

Conference met at the regular hoar, Bishop Waugli in 
the chair. The religious semces were led by brother 
Dunwody. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The chair called for reports from standmg and select 
committees. 

The Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business 
presented a report, No^ 5, which was read^ and lies on 
the table one day, by the rule. 

The Committee on the Book Concern presented a re- 
port in part, No. 2, which was read, and five of the six 
resolutions were adopted, as follows i-*^ 

<< The Committee on the Book Concern, having ex- 
amined the report of the Publishing Committee of the 
South-Western Chnstiam Advocate, in regard to that 
paper^ find the aggregate of its Habtlitiea to l^ $2,943 28. 
its resources in cash, notes,^ and accounts, $812 78 ; ia 
stodk, $1,900 ; due on subscriptions, $10,000, — ^making 
the entire value of the establishment, after deducting the 
amount of liabilities, $9,899 50. With these facts before 
us, and with the conviction that the paper is exerting a 
good influence upon the intellectual and ^ritual condition 
of the community among whom it circulates, and the cir- 
cumstance that its continued publication is reeommended 
by the Annual Conference within whose bounds it is es- 
tablished, we recommend the following resolution : 

" I. Resolved, That the publication of the South* West- 
tem Christian Advocate be continued. 

.'^ Your committee beg leave finther to report, that they 
find by the report of the Publishing Committee of the 
Riehntond Cluristiatt Advocate, that die liabilities of the 
paper, in bills and open accounts are $643(7 8^ ; and that 
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ilt ETaihUe laeans for cairying on the coacern, ii| sub- Unr m. 
acriptions* accounts, press, type, &c., are $12,322 29, 
leamg a balance in favour of the establishment of 
$5,884 43. From all we can learn in regard to this 
paper, we see no reason why it should not be cbnlinued ; 
and therefore recommend the following : 

'< 2. (Thft second resolution was laid on the table for the 
present ; it was acted upon Friday, May 31^) 

'^ Your committee have also examined the report of the 
Publishing Committee of the Pittsburgh Christian AdvQ- 
c^te ; and find that its liabilities, including the original 
purchase of press, type, &c., amount to $2,889 22, and 
its only resources to meet this debt consist in outstand- 
ing dues for the paper among its subscribers ; but from a 
persuasion of the good the paper is doing in promoting 
the interests of £e church, and from the confidence 
which the Publishing Committee ej^ress that the amount 
due on subscription will enable them to meet the liabili- 
Ues, we propose for the adoption of the Genera^ Confer- 
ence the following resolution : 

'' 3. Resolved, That the publication of the Pitti^yrgh 
Christian Advocate be continued. 

" And further, we have considered the report of the 
Southern Christian Advocate. It is in a solvent, and, as 
we conceive, a prosperous condition ; its assets amount- 
ing to something like $5,000 over its liabilities. W« 
recommend the following resolution : 

" 4. Resolved, That its publication be continued. 

« We also recommend the continued publication of the 
Christian Advocate and Journal, and of the Western 
Christian Advocate; the one having about 25,000 sub- 
scribers, and the other 9,000. 

** And we recommend the following resolu^on in regard 
to the Christian Apologist : 

" 5. Resolved, That from its growing patronage and ex- 
tensive usefulness among the German population of the 
West, its publication be continued. 

" 6. And we further recommend that the Ladies* Repo- 
sitory at Cincinnati, |ind the Quarterly Review at New- 
York, both of which have more than paid their way, con- 
tinue to be published. 

*' Respectfully submitted, 

" Wm. H. Rapbe, CAatffiMwi.'' 

The same committee presented a further report. No. 3, '5*,J'iSS^ 
which was adopte^, in the following terms : — 

"Your cmnmittee have had under consideration the No4ktmi4«o> 
proposal of Reib John £. Robie to transfer the Northern 
Christian Advocate .to the General Conference, and beg 
leave to recommend the following : 
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UxfU. " Resolred/rhattlie General Conference accept the sM 

proposal, allowing Inother RoMe $2,000 for Ine iatereit 
in Uiat estaUishment, on the conditions embraced in Ms 
, proposd, viz. : Ist. Thai the printing press, types, and 
office fumitore be worth $800. 2d. That there be due 
on subscription at least $1,500, making in the whole 
$2,300. 3d. That he, the said Rebie, shall assume all 
its present liabilities, making over the aboye-menlioDed 
items free of all incumbrances, except furnishing the 
paper to advance-pay subscnribeiw. 4th. That the trans- 
fer shall be dated from the first of the present moadi, 
according to the exhibit; 

**^ AU of which is respectfnUy submitted, 

« Wm. H. Ba»kr, Ckaiimanr 

The Committee on the Episcopacy presented the 
Allowing report, No. 4, which was adopted, as fol- 
lows :— 
Report on Epis- "The Committee on Episcopacy submit the IcdlQwiiig 
oopacy,No.4. report: 

** 1. Resolved, That in view of the decease of the late 
venerable and beloved senior Superintendent of our chmrcb, 
^ ^ the Rev. Robert Richford Roberts, the Bishops be respects 

fully requested, if compatible with their <yther engage- 
mentS) to select one of their body to preach his funeral 
sermon before this Conference, at such time as may snit 
their convenience. 

" 2. Resolved, That lifter an examination of the consti- 
tution of the ** African Institute,'' and the accompanying 
documents, the committee see no reason why Bishop 
Soule may not exercise his own discretion' as to the ap- 
pointment tendered him. 

" All which is respectfully submitted, 

" Robert Painb, Chairman.^ * 

Conference was about to resume the order of the day, 
(the substitute under consideration at the adjournment yes- 
terday,) when the order was suspended to allow Pbineas 
Crandsll to offer a paper to the Conference^ which he de- 
aired to bo referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 
The order of the day was suspended, the paper presented, 
and read ; and a motion made to refer it to the Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy. Aq a substitute for this reference 
J. A. Collins moved that the petition be returned to 
the petitioner. This prevailed, and the petition was re 
turned, 
'i^pg^gjt^ The order of the day, viz., the above-named substitute, 
OiM coDti- (Fznley's,) was resumed, and its discusiBien continued until 
one o'clock, when Conlbrence adjourned with prayer by 
brother Ferguson. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 26. ^ mftm 

Conference net at the regular hQur, fikhop MofriB in 
die chair, and was opened in the customary way by 
brother Wiley. 

Reports from standing committees were caUed k(t, Reporu. 

The Committee on the Book Concern presented a Te- Book concam, 
port, No. 4, which was read, and on motion laid on the ^* 
table. 

The Committtcie on Itinerancy presented a report, No. WiiwttWy, *•. 

2, which was read, and on motion laid on the taUle. 

S. Martindale asked leave of absence on to-day and 
Monday for Charles Adams. The leave was not granted. 

The Committee on Itinerancy preseiUed a report, No. itineii]icy,^No. 

3, which was read, and on motion laid on the table. s. ^ 

The Committee of Correspondence reported a respond ^^*"^S!^*g ^^ 
to the letter from the Wesleyan Methodist Church ift ^^oSS^S^. 
Canada ; which was read, and, on motion of S. Lnckey, 
approved and adopted. (See Appendix, Docnment E.) 

The Committee on Episcopacy presented a report. No. ^^^1^'^^^ 
5, which was read and adopted, as follows :-^ ' ' ^ 

" The Committee on Episcopacy present the follow- 
ing report, in part, which they ask the Conference to- 
ntdopt. 

<' Resolved, That having caroftilly examined the ad* ^jJ^j^^^JSlJ 
ministration and character of all the Bishops for the last BUhops. 
four years, we are of opinicm they should be fuQy ap* 
proved, except in sd fa): as the case of Bishop Andrew 
has been already reported to the Conference on a former 
day. 

*' The foregoing was agreed to in the committee, with- 
out dissent. 

''Respectfnlfy submitted, 

" RoBXRT Paiks, Gkainnan: 

" Neuf-^Yorh, Uajf 25, 1844.'' 

The order of the day, viz^ the sab^tnte of brothers Bp. am ww ^ 
Fiufley and Ttimble, lor the resolution offered by brothers **" *^ 
Griffith and Davis, was resumed. 

Dmiag tb^ discmsidBt 1. P. Durbin asked leave <^ ab- ' 
eeate, on aeeoont of family afllictioii. The leare was 
Ipranted' ^ 

. Aft^r the consideration of the aubslitute had beeit Te^^ 
somed, 6. Baker moved that the vote by which the rule 
limitiBg a speaker to fifteen minutes had been suspended, 
be reconsidered. On motion of J. E. Evans, the pioposid 
V9^ reoonaider Was kid on ^ table. The discussion was 
continued until fifteen minutes before the hour of adjourn* 
m^^, when, <m oration of L. M. Lee, Oo&ference ad- 
jowi»»d wilh priycr fagr brother Bmak. 
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MONDAY, MAY 27. - 



ConfereAce met at the regular hour, Bishop Sotile m 
the chair. The devotional exercises were conducted bjr 
brother Baughman. 

The journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
No reports from standing or select committees were 
presented. 
iNfaguMion on; The whole session was occupied in discussing the 
^uef'^c^ substitute under consideration for some days past. 
iomL At one o'clock the Conference adjourned with the 

benedictioA by the chair. 



KaySa 



TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 28. 



Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Hedding in 
the chair, and was opened with the usual rehgioas ezer* 
cises by brother Kelly. 

Baports. The chair called for reports ftom standing and eelect 

committees. 

Itinerancy, No. J. B. M'Ferrin presented a report, No. 4, of the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy ; which was read, and, by rule, laid 
on the table. 

J. T. Mitchell presented a report, No. 6, of the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, which was read. The first pari 
was 'laid on the table by the rule. The second part was 
adopted, and reads as follows :-^ 

Expenses of '' In view of what is regarded by the committee as in- 

jj^^^^^*^ si^cient appropriations to meet the family estpenses of 
Bishops Soule and Morris for ihe last year or two, the 
committee recommend to the Conference the fc^owing^ 
resolution: * 

" Resolved, That $350 be appropriated to Bishop Soule, 
and $250 to Bishop Morris, to cover the deficiency in the 
estimates for their house rent, fuel, and table -expenses for 
the last two years ; and that the Book Agents at New- 
York be instructed to pay the same. 

" R. Pains, Chmrmm.^ 
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A communication from J. Collord, printer in the Book 
Concefu, on the subject of printing the journals of the last 
Conference, was read by P. P. Sandford. R. Paine moved 
to reconsider the vote to print the joiimal. On motion of 
L. M. Lee, the resolution was laid on the table. 

J. A. Gere presented a letter on the subject of a be« 
cpest to the Chartered Fund. On motion, the Confer- 
ence voted to refer the commonicatioa to the Ccnnmittee 
on the Chartered Fund. 

Conference, resumed the consideration of Fjnley's tsfib^ 
stitute. J. A. Collins, who was sp^kttig a| the adjoum^; 
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ment yesterday, conelfided his rel&ailui, an4 was foUdwed Mty^. 
by E. W. Sehon, W, Winans, and J. B. Finky. Biabep 
jCadrew also addressed the CoBferenpe. 

At the request of T. Crowder, brother Finley gave way 
to permit him to offer the following resolution : — 

*' Resolved, That when this Conferenee adjourn it adjourn 
to meet again at half-past three o'clock." 

The resolution prevailed. P. Cartwright obtained 
the floor, 'hot the hour of adjournment having comei, 
Conference adjourned with prayer by brother. A« ]>. 
Peck. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 28. 

Conference met at half-past three o'clock, Bishop 
Waugh in the chair, and was opened with reli^ous oxer* 
cises by brother IL J. Clark. * 

The journal of the morning was Tead and appfeOT«d. 

No reports from standing or select committees were 
presented. > 

The subject under consideration at the adjournment was ^^ ^''^Stt 
resumed, and discussed by P. Cartwright aud J. Stamper. Dv»i 

When P. Cartwright had concluded his remarks, F< 
Crandall offered a resolution, that the discussion on thisi 
question close at half-past five o'clock this aftemooUi 
J. A. Collins rose to a point of order, whether the reso? 
lution could be ontertained, the Conference having no 
rule for the previous questicm. The chair decided that 
the resolution was not in order. From this decision J. B, 
Houghtaling appealed ; and the decision of the chair was ^ 
sustained by a vote of one hundred and three. 

S. Dunwody obtained the floor, but gave way fej^.a i^- &<«]« a^ 
motion to adjourn, which was withdrawn to pennit Bidiop SSH tiM con- 
Soule to make a few remarks, asking leave of the Con* HjSect^**^ 
ference, before the final action, to make some remarks 
on the subject now under consideration. J. Early moved, 
that Bishop 8oule and all the other Bishops be at liberty 
to address the Conference on the subject now under con- 
sideration, at any time after Inrother Dunwody has con^ 
eluded his remarks. 

Without taking the vote, on motion. Conference ad- 
journed with the benediction by Bishop Waugh. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 29. 'l iftr» 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, and WM 
opened in the usual way» by brother M'Mahan. Bishflf 
Morris in the chair. 

The journal of yesterday afternoon was read and ap- 
pro ved« ' •' y ' 



j^l^ for ^' ®* Bwidaa mofwl to ^dftpMid Ae riles, <br ^ 
the ^revuw 9«tpottle of itttrodttcing a xescfliitioii for the previcms qaes^ 
<iu08tion. tion. A motion was made to lay this on ^e table: loai. 
The motian feo suspend Uie rules pr6irailed» and D. B. 
Randall ofibfed the following resohtion. 
r ** Reaohred, That whenever in tke jndgmeni of anjr mem- 
ber of the Conference the discnesion of a subject hai 
been aiiffieientlj protracted, it afaall be m order for him 
Jto move that the vole on the ^ftiestion be now taken^ 
.Wihich raotion» if seconded, shall be ti4en without debate ; 
and if two-thirds of the members present and voting, by 
their vote sustain the motion, the vote on the subject 
under discussion shall be taken without further debate, 
in the following order: 1. On the substitute, if there be 
one. 2. On ^e amendment. Z, On, the main questicto.*^ 
.A^pted. The resolution was adopted. 

No reports from standing or select committee were 
presented. 

Conference look up the reBoiotion of J. Euly, which 

was under discussion when Conference adjourned. A 

motion was made to lay the resolution on the taile, which 

prevailed. J. S. Porter moved to reconsider the last 

vote : carried. J. P. Durbin moved the previous ques* 

lion which being sustained, the vote on tlie resolutiod 

beforo the Conference was taken, and the resohition wai$ 

ad<^ed. 

i^«Mi«» «f The Conference renewed the consideration, of the sub- 

2Sie.^Snt^ ititute offered by J. B. FiAley. S. Dnnwody addressed 

noed. |]|Q Conference, and was followed by Bishop Soule. 

^ N. Bangs moved, that when Conference adjomrn, it ad« 

joum to meet again at half-past three o'clodc this aflter-^ 
noon: carried. 

Bish(M> Soule having conduded his remarks, the Confer* 
eftce adjourned with the benediction by brother Donwody. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAT 29. 

t/Onfer^ee met at half-past three o^clock, and was 
otoeaed with appropriate religious exercises by brother 
dunn. Bishop Soule in the chair. 
' The journal of Ihe morning was read and approved. 

No rqpeils from standing or select committees were 

presented^ 

%Sir^ iS Conference lenumed the consideration of Ihe anbstitute 

dta«w'8 caM, of J. B. Finleyt J. P. Durbin addressed the Conference, 

•ftftr some explanation by W. A Smith, A. B. Longstreet, 

mi others. W. Capers then obtained the floor, but gst^e 

way for a motion to adjourn, which being put was carried. 

"COftferenee adjommed with tke benemction by Bishop 

Soule. 



THURSDAY, MAY 30. Mt^iO. 

Conference met at the nsnal hour, Bishop Hedding in 
the chair, and was opened with the usual exercises by 
brother Upham. 

. The journal of yesterday afternoon was read andap^ 
proved. 

Reports from standing and select committees being in R«p<n^ 
order. 

The Committee of Correspondence presented a repfy %S2SS!d.*' 
to the letter from the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Great SSST**"*'^ 
Britain, which was read, and on motion recommitted, wit)^ 
a suggestion to add paragraphs on education, and the inter- 
course between the two Conferences. 

The Committee on the Book Concern presented a final ^g^'****^ 
report, No. 6, which was read, and lies on the table one 
day, according to rule. 

The consideration of Finley's substitute was resumed, ^K^^Swe 
W. 'Capers having the floor, who addressed the Confer- resumed. , 
ence. When he had concluded, G. Peck obtained the . .. 
floor, but yielded it to J. Hobart, who moved the previous 

Siestion. J. P. Durbin moved, that on the vote whether 
e main question shall now be put, the ayes |nd noes be 
taken. The ayes and noes were ordered by a vote of one 
hundred and seventeen. 

The list was called, and ninety-eight answered in favour 
of putting the main question, and eighty against it. The 
ayes and noes were as follows, viz. :-^ 

Ayes. New-York Conference — Rice, Peck, Stratten, ^"Sf^^SiS 
F. Reed, Ferguson, Martindale, Richardson. Providence — ° ^ 
Lovejoy, Upham, Benton, TownseAd. Nero-England — J. 
Porter, King, Crandall, Pickering. MatJie — Hill, E. Rob- 
inson, Randall, Morse, Hobart, Nickerson, Webber. New- 
Hampshire — E. Scott, Chamberlain, Kelly, Perkins, Dow, 
Spaulding, Cahoon^ Cass. Troy — Se3rraour, Wever, 
Covel, Spicer, Coleman, Houghtaling, J. T. Peck. BUick 
iliver — A. D. Peck, A. Adams, Baker, Ninde. Oneida-^ 
Snyder, Comfort, Rounds, Shepherd, Rose, Bowen, 
Holmes. Genesee — ^Filmore, Luckey, Steele, Hibbaid, 
Seager, Abell, Hosmer, Alverson. Erie — Steadman, Bain, 
Clarke, J. Robinson, Goodwin. PUtshurg — Spencer, S. 
Elliott, Boyd, Wakefield, Drunjpiond. Ohio-^C. Elliott, 
Raper, Finley, Hamline, Connell, Ferree. North Ohio — 
Thompson, Power, Poe, Yocum, Runnells. Michigan — 
Crane, Billings, Baughman. Indiana — Simpson, Wiley, 
Ames, Miller, Wood, Havens. Rock Rtverw-Sinclair, H. 
W. Reed. ii&Vww^Cartwright, Vancleve, N. G. Berry- 
man. Missouri — J. C. Berryman, J. M. Jameson. Georgia 
— XJ. F. Pierce, Parks, Glenn, Evans. South Carolina^ 
Betts, Walker. iV«o-/ef*tfy— Winner-*-98, 
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Noes. NwhYork dmferenee — ^Baags, Olin, Carpei^r, 
Sandford. New^JSngland — C. Adams. Cren^^ef— Alver- 
son. Pittsburg-^Yf. Hunter, H. J. Clarfc OAio— Sehon, 
Trimble. Indiana— RuXeXy Eddy. Rock River— Weed^ 
MitchelL lUinois—AkeTa, Stamper. Missouri— Redrnvoi, 
KefUuchy—BBAcom^ Gunn, Kavanangh, Stephenson, 
Crouch, Brush. Holsion — Sevier, Patton, Stringfield. 
Tennessee^FBine^ MTerrin, Green, Maddin. Memphis — 
Harris, Moody, M'Mahan, Joyner. Arkans€is — Parker, 
Ratcliffe, A. Hunter. Texas— FoYrlei, J. Clark. Missis- 
sippi — Winans, Drake, Lane, Rogers. , Alabama — Mur- 
rsLh, Boring, Garrett, Hamilton. Georgia— L, Pierce, 
Longstreet. South Carolina— CB.penj Wightman, Dun- 
wody. North Carolina — ^Jameson^ Doub, Blake. Vir- 
ginia— EbiIj, Lee, W. A. Smith, Crowder. BoUp- 
more— SUcer, Grif^th, Bear, Morgan, Tippett, Sargent, 
doUins, Davis, Gere, HUdt. Philadelphia— Dmhm^ 
Thompson^ White, L. Scott, W. Cooper. New- Jersey-^ 
J. S. Porter, Shaw, Neal, Sovereign— 80. 

So the motion to take the main question was lost, not 
having a majority of two-thirds. 

At this moment Bishop Hedding suggested that the 
Conference have no afternoon session, and thus allow the 
Bishops time to consult together, with a hope that they might 
be able to present a plan of adjusting our present difficul- 
ties. The suggestion was received with general and great 
cordiality ; and, on motion, the discussion of the substitute 
under consideration was postponed until to-morrow morning. 

On motion of W, H. Raper, the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, laid on the table on Wednes- 
day, 22d, was taken upi The^r^^ item was adopted. The 
second item was divided, and the first branch of it adopted. 
J. B. MTerrin moved to amend the second by striking out 
the word " two" and inserting " one." The amendment 
prevailed. A motion to reconsider the above amend- 
ment was lost. The second branch of the second item was 
then adopted. A. Wiley proposed to amend the item just 
adopted, by adding to it, " and it shall be the duty of the 
Annual Conferences, when such reports are made to them, 
to adopt efficient means to collect such debts." The 
amendment was laid on the table. 

On motipn oi W. H. Raper, the report of the Book 
Committee^ presented and read to-day, was recommitted*. 

After prayer by brother Crane, Conference adjourned. 

FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 31. 

Conference met at half-past ejght o'clock, and was 
opened with appropriate refigious exercises by brother 
Sandford. Bidbop Wi^ugh In the chair^ , 
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The journal of yesterday was read and approved. ^^ •*• 

The chair called for reports from select and standing 
committees. 

W. H. Raper presented the report of the Committee Book 
on the Book Concern, recommitted yesterday, with amend* 
ttients ; which was read, and laid on the table according 
tomle. 

P. Rice presented the report of the Ccmimittee on 
Boundaries, which was readj and laid on the table accord* 
ing to mle. 

L. Pierce presented the report of the Committee on the mue Came. 
Bj^e canae, which was read, and laid on the table. 
LBishop Wangh, in behalf of &e Bishops, presented the 
following communication, which was read by himself, and 
also by the Secretary :«— 



" To the Generd Conference of the Methodist E. Church. 

" Rev. and Dear Brethren,— The undersigned respect* gj; ©fBia^ 
fully and affectionately offer to your calm consideration Aodnw. 
the result of their consultation this afternoon in regard to 
the unpleasant and very delicate question which has been 
so long and so earnestly debated before your body. They * 
have, with the liveliest interest, watched the progress of 
the discussion, and have awaited its termination with the 
deepest solicitude. As they have pored over this subject 
with anxious thought, by day and by night, they have been 
incNre and more4mpressed with the difficulties connected 
therewith, aDd(tiie disastrous results which, in their appre-^ 
hension, are the almost inevitable consequences of jnresent 
action on the question now pending before you?] To the 
undersigned it is fully apparent that C^ecisioiT thereon, 
whether affirmatively or negatively, mH teost extensively* 
disturb the peace and harmony of that widely-extended 
Inrotherhood whicli has so effectively operated for good in 
the United States of America and elsewhere during the' 
last sixty years) in the development of a system of active 
energy, of wb^ union has always been a main element. 
They have, with deep emotion, inquired, Can anything be 
done to avoid an evil so much deprecated by every friend 
of our common Methodism ? Long and anxiously have 
they waited for a satisfkcto^ answer to this inquiry, but 
they have paused in vain, ^t-this painful crisis diey have 
vnanimously concurred in the propriety of recommending 
the postponement of further action in the case of Bishop 
Andrew until the ensuing Qeneral Conference."]^ It does 
not enter into the design of the undersigned to argue tfa# 
propriety of their recommendation, otherwise strong and 
valid reasons might be adduced in its support. They can* 
not but. think that if the embarrassment of Bishop Andrew 
sho^ not aease before that time> the .next 6e ne wJ' Ce nft 
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oaJ!T ^La ^^^^^^ rapresdntii^ the pastors, BttBisttot, aikd peoffle of 
frran^ttel^l^ the several AttBual Gonfecencea, after all ihe lacts ki'^e 
rase of Kiho^ ^^® ^^^ ^*^® passed in review before them^ wiH be 
iih3hi>iiii> ^'^ better ^u^fied fhaa the prasent General Gf^nference can 
be to iidjadicaite the caae wisely aad discreet^. Until 
the eosaation of the embanraasmoit, or the expiration of 
the interval' between the present and the ensuing Grenerai 
Conference, the undersigned believe that aach a division 
of the work of the general siqpeiintendency ndght be made^ 
without any infraction of a constitutional principle, as 
wotdd fully employ Bishop Andrew in those sections of 
the chuarch in which his presence and services would be 
welbome and cordial. If the course pursued on this 
bceasiott by the und^nigned be deemed a novel one, they 
persuade diemselves that their justification, in die view of 
all candid and peace-loving persons, will be found in their 
strong desire to prevent disunion, amd to promote harmony 
in the church* 

" Very respectfully and affectionately submitted, 

"Joshua Sovle, 
"£i«iJAH Heddino, 
«R Waugh, 
"T. A* Morris. 
''Tkursda^qftemo<m,M4t^^0,l8i4? 

^^iSS»^e' ^* ^- Collins moved that the consideratioin of the com< 
Address post- sumioation just read be po8q[Kmed utttil to-inoTrow nyirnrng, 
poneduntato- j^d that the communication itself be printed forthwith. 
A third reading was caHed for, and ordbred by the Coin 
lerence. I. Winner moved to amend die above resolutioa 
by striking dut " to-morrow mornings" and inserting " four 
o'clock this afternoon." This amendment, on motion of 
J» Stamper, was laid on the table. T. Stringfield called 
for n division of the resolution ; and that part which relates 
to &e printing wes adopted. The other member of &e 
resolution, was also sdopted. 

F. Uphain moved to take up the order oif the day, die 
substitute of.J. B» Finley. This motion was laid on die ti^ble. 

N. Baings offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries :*^ 

"The delegates of the New-YOTk Conference have 
imtrueted me to ask permission of the General Confer*- 
eno^, for the New-Yoxk Conference, if they shaU judge it 
expedietkt, by and with the ctmsent of the. presiding 
Bishop, to duridesaid Gon£»ence,jBt any tune during tha 
mtm. fomr years. << N. Banos. 

'^Tftti^F^ Jfay 31, 1844." 

^<?''*'^®^®* E* Thompson presented a oompMm from George 
Mmitimtg^ ft SMmber of tiie Nttth Ohio Cdttlereiiee» 
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«gaiii8t that Conference ; and mored its reference to^ie Ktrii* 
Committee on the Itinerancy. The motion for referenoe 
was lost. On molioB of T. Stringfield, the vote refusing 
to refer it was reconsidered ; and it was referred to tbe 
Committee on the Itinerancy. 

On motion of C. W. Ruter, the report from the Com- ^^of^fiS 
mittee on the Book Concern, mider consideration at the comiidttM. 
adjournment yesterday, waa taken up ^ the question being 
4>n the adoption of the third branch of the second item. 
This section of the item was adopted. On motion of E. 
R. Ames, the third item was recommitted. The /mftft, 
fifth, and sixth items were separately adopted. 

When the seventh item was under consideration, a 
division was called for. The first part, ending with *^ looa- 
^ion,** was adopted. On the second part, J. B. Finley 
moved to amend by mserting, ^^ except at the discretion 
of the Conference." 

Conference resolved, that when we adjourn we adjonm 
to meet al half-past three o'clock, P. M. 

W. Winans made a suggestion, which was aecepted fay 
the committee, and will he found imbodied in the report. 

J. HamUton offered a substitute, which was under con* 
flideration when the time of adjournment arrived. After 
pcsLyer by brother Sinclair, Conference adjoovned to meet 
At half-past duree o'cbck, P. M. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAT 31, 

Conference met at half-past three o'ciook, pursuant tt> 
adjoUrmnent, Bishop Morris in the chair, and was opened 
with religious services by brother 6. Smith. 

The journal of the morning was read and. approved* 

No reports from standing or select committees were 
offered. 

A. Hunter presented a communicatinn from John J. %|SnM.^ ' 
Bdberts, in relation to a bequest to Uie M« £. Chttvoh, 
fiom Frauds Hohnes, deceased. On motsMi it was vsfemd 
to the deiegaftion from Arkansas Conference, to considw 
and report thereon. 

The subject under consideration at the time of adjoam- '^^^^S'SS 
ment in the morning was resumed, viz., the repCHrt of the mittee. 
Clommittee on the Book Coneem, the question being on 
the substitute offered |^y J. Hamilton for the seventh item, 
heing in the following words : ** Whenever any cladmattt ' 

on the funds of a Conference shall be in debt to the Book 
Concern, such claimant shall receive no appropriation from 
said funds without the vote of die Conference, ^ntil his 
debt be paid." The substitute was l<^t. The secoiid 
branch of the seventh item was then adopted. The eighth 
and mit^h itepa were also fdopled. The third item> wAoA 
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^^ ^' was recomiiiitted this morning, was presented by the com- 
mittee, incorporated in the report, and adopted. 

The report, as amended and rensed, was adopted, as 

V follows:— 

^^^oauia " '^^^ Committee on the Book Concern i^ee in sag- 

^ookCoocern. gesting to the General Conference the following changes 

in sec. 8 of the Discipline, beginning on page 185, viz. : — 

" In paragraph 3, strike out of the ^rst sentence the 

words * or general book-steward.' It will then read, — 

* There shaU be an agent and an assistant agent, both of 
whom shall be chosen from among the travelling preach- 
ers,' &c. 

" 2. In paragraph 4, strike out of the first sentence the 
same words, so as to make it read, * The agents shall hare 
authority,' Sic. And that the paragraph be so aheifed as 
to read from the beginning of the second sentence, thus: 

* It shall be their duty to send an exhibit of the state of 
the Book Concern at New- York to each session of the 
Annual Conferences, and report quadrennially to the Gen- 
eral Conference. They shall also inform the Conferences 
of any within their respective bounds who neglect to make 
payment, that measures be taken to collector secure such 
debts ; and they shall not allow any claim to run beyond one 
year from the time it was due without reporting it to the 
Conference. They shall publish such books and laracts 
as are recommended by the General Conference, and may, 
if approved by the editors, publish such as are recom- 
mended by tlie Book Committee at New- York, or recom- 
mended by an Annual Conference ; and they may repriift 
any book or tract which has been once fipproved and pub- 
lisned by us, when in their judgment, and the judgment of 
the editors, the same ought to be reprinted : or diey may 
publish any new work which may be approved by the 
editors.' 

. " 3. Paragraph 8 to read: 'They shall publish such 
books and tracts as are recommended to them for publica- 
tion by the General Conference ; and they may publish 
aay new work which shall be approved by the editors ; and 
may publish any work recommended by the Book Coa^- 
Dultee at Cincinnati, or by an Annual Conference, if 
approved by the editors.' 

'< 4. Paragraph 9 to be so altered at the beginning, as 
to read thus: ''There shall be an editor of the Ladies' 
Repository, general books and tracts, except those in the 
Gierman language, and aa editor of the Western Christiaa 
Advocate,' &c. 

** 5. Paragraph 14 to be so altered as to read as follows : 

* It shall be the duty of the agents to send an exhibit of 
die. state of the Book Concern at Cincinnati to each se»> 
iiott of all the Annual Conferences, and report quadren- 
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niaHy to the General Cbnfereiice. They shall also inform «^*«. 
Iho Conferences of any within their respective bounds ^"^[^^sSk 
vho neglect to make pavment, that measures may be taken 
to collect or secure such debts ; add they shall not allow 
any claim to run beyond one year from the time it was 
due without reporting it to the Conference.' 

*' 6. That paragraph 27 be transposed, and numbered 
15 ; and be so altered as to read thus : < Every Annual 
Conferetice shall appoint a committee, who, in the absence 
of the Agent, shall attend to the collection of the accounts 
sent out from the Book Concern, and return an accurate 
report of the same. They shall also report to the Con- 
ference any claims which may have been one year due, 
that they may be collected or secured. Every Presiding 
Elder, minister, and preacher, shall do everything in his 
power to recover all debts due to the Concern, for books 
or periodicals, within the bounds of his charge. If any 
person, preacher or member, be indebted to the Book Con- 
cern, and refuse or neglect to make payment, or to come 
to a just settlement, let him be dealt with in the same 
manner as is directed in other cases of debt and disputed 
accounts. See chap. 1, sec. 10.' 

"7. Add the following paragraph, to be numbered 16 : 
^Whenever a member of an Annual Conference applies 
for a location, it shall be asked, in all cases. Is he indebted 
to the Book Concern 1 and if it be ascertained that he is, 
the Conference shall require him to seciure said debt, if 
they judge it at all necessary or proper, before they grant 
him a location. Whenever any claimant on the funds of 
a Conference shall be in debt to the Book Concern, the 
IDonference of which he is a member shall have power to 
appropriate the amount of such claim, or any part thereof, 
to the payment of said debt.' 

** 8. Strike out the last sentence of paragraph 17, as it 
is now numbered in the Discipline. 

<< 9. We recommend that the 31st paragraph be stricken 
but, as it is now useless. 

« Wm. H. Rapbr, Chanmtn. 

"May 21, 1844." 

On motion of L. M. Lee, report No. 2 of the Committee 
on the Book Concern was taken up. The second resolu- 
tion of the report, kid on the table on Friday 24th inst., 
was taken up a^d adopted, as follows : — 

" Resolved, by the delegates of the Annual Confereiices, 
in General Conference assembled, That the publication of 
the Richmond Christian Advocate be continued." 

On motion of J. Early, the report of the Committee On 
the Book Concern, No. 6, was taken up. ^he first resolti- 
tion, relating to the appointment of the Book Committee 
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Hvll. titN^w-Tork, wes considered. P. Rice moved to amend 
^* rf"^ by strikiog out " New-York," and insertiag " Troy," 4n 
NewwToik Bome Other C(Hi£Brenc6. This ameodment did not prevail. 
Bc^ Commit, p p gandford had leave to continue his remarks. J. 
Early suggested an amendment^ which was accepted by 
the committee, and is incorporated with the resolution. 
W. Winans proposed to amend by striking out " two from 
New- York, two from New-Jersey, and two from Phila- 
delphia," and inserting " one from New-Y<»:k, one from 
Troy* one fromNew-Jersey, onefrom Philadelphia, one from 
Baltimore, one from Providence, and one fr«xii New-Eng- 
land." W. W. Ninde moved Curther to amend, by adding, 
" one from Genesee, one from Oneida, and^Hie from Black 
River." 

Before a vote was had, J. A. Banghman moved an 
adjournment, which was carried. After prayer by brother 
G. F. Pierce, Conference adjourned to meet to-morrow 
oioming) at half-past eight o'clock. 

J«» 1 SATURDAY, JUNE 1. 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, according to 

the rule, Bishop Soule in the chair; and was opened 

with reading God's word, singing and prayer, by brother 

C. Elliott. 

The journal of Friday afternoon was read and approved. 

The chairman of the Committeie on Boundaries asked 

leave for that committee to retire and consider the petition 

presented by a part of the New- York delegation. The 

« leave was not granted. 

* The chairman of the Committee on the Expenses of 

the Delegates presented a report, which was read. On 

motion of G. F. Pierce, the T^port was amended, and the 

^mendm^m is incorporated in th^ report* The report as 

amended was adopted, and reads tlmazr-t 

itoport of the *' The Committee on the Expenaea of the Delegates 

S^SJJ^JI^ ^^ report the following resolutions fcur the immediate action 

SCSSl. of ik^ Conference : 

" 1. That the fifty dollars lost by brother Patton be de- 
ducted from the collections in the hands of the committee. 
*^2i That the expenses ofbrotbearKenney, the Recording 
Secretary, he referred to the committee for payment. 

" 3^' That nil moneys in the hands of the delegates, after 
deducting the amount of their expensea, be handed ov^r 
to the committee. 
- ' '' 4. That when the Georgia delegation have paid tka 
above fifty doUara^ they shall be allowed to retain in their 
"bfmi^ eoy surplus they may have, subject to the order of 
.V iibe^ Georgia, Conference. 

«C. B. TippBTT, CAetfman." 
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ThQ Committee on Temperance presentc^d their report, 
which was read, and on motion la^d on the table for the 
preeent, and made the order of the day for Tuesday. 

At this juncture all the Bishops on the platform address- 
ed the Conference, in the following order. 

Bishop Heddino said he wished to withdraw his name 
from the Address of the Bishops, presented yesterday. 
He had not been argued or persuaded into signing it, but 
bad atutched his name of his own free will 9fki accord, 
bepaule he thought it would be a peace measure; but 
facts had come to his knowledge since, which led him to 
believe that such would not be the case. Again: he 
thought it would be adopted without debate, but he was 
convinced now that it would give rise to much discussion, 
and therefore he wished to withdraw his name from the 
paper on the table* 

Bishop Wauoh followed, and said he came into the 
measure, as his venerated and honoured colleague did, 
without persuasion or constraint. He considered it as the 
last resort to promote the future peace of the church. He 
admitted he had not been very, sanguine on the subject, 
and if it failed he would not be disappointed. Still. he 
did not desire to withdraw his name ; he would regret if 
die communication should be the cause of lengthened 
debate, and in that case might feel called upcm to with- 
draw his name from the document. At present he was 
content to let it remain^ 

Bishop Morbis succeeded, and said he wished his 
name to stand on that pape|, as a testimony that he Ind 
done what he could to preserve the unity and peace of 
the church. 

Bishop Soule added, that his colleagues would cer- 
tainly say that they adopted the paper as freely as he .did* 
He put his name to that document under the same cir- 
cumstances as they did. He had not changed his views 
or convictions in any way. He wished his signature to 
stand to that document, which had now gone forth to the 
American people through a thousand mediums. 
. J. C. Parker, in behalf of the Arkansas Conference 
delegation, presented a report in relation to the matter 
submitted to them. It was adopted, and reads as follows ; 

" The committee to whom was referred the communica^ 
tion of John J. Roberts, beg leave respectfully to present 
the following as their report : 

'* Whereas Francis Holmes, who departed this life qo^ 
some years since, in Hempstead county, Arkansas, did by «> 
his last will and testament bequeath to the M. £.. Church 
a legacy, amounting to several hundred dollars, and 
whereas the said amount is now held by George Hill, the 
administrator of the estate of the said FraiMis . Holmen, 
F 
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Junrt. deceased, who holds himself in readiness to pay over thcr 
^iSiasSii^ same to any properiy-authorized agent; therefore resolr- 
4a]«fap ed, by the delegates of the seyefal Aimiial Conferences 
of the M. E. Church, in General Conference assembled, 

"1. That John B. Sandifur, of Hemps|p8d cdunty, 
Arkansas, be and hereby is appointed an agent for the 
aforesaid purpose. 

*< 2. That the said legacy, when obtained by tiie said 
i^nt, shall be subject to the order of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing Conference of Washington circuit, Arkansas Confer- 
ence, who shall appropriate it in accordance inth the 
wishes of the donor. 

*< 3. That iA» Bishop now presiding, in eoimection with 
die Secretary of the General Conference, furnish the said 
agent a certificate of the action of the General Conference 
with reference to the foregoing resolutions. 

"^JoHN C. P^iiKEft, CAnmum. 
**NeuhYark, Jmtel, 1844." 

The chair then pronounced the Address of &e Bishops, 
presented, read, aild printed, by order of the Conference, 
yesterday^ and postponed until this morning, to be now in 



Tiie XMhop^ ^* Bangs moved to^ lay the Address on the table. J. 

^MmmhiAon £arly movod that the question of bying it on the table be 
taken by ayes and noes : this prevailed. The vote was 
then taken, and ninety-five affirmative and eighth-four ne* 
gative votes were given. So the Address of the Bishops 
was laid on &e table. The ayes and noes are as follows : 

•^ on^Jj Ybas. NeuhY&rk Conference — ^Bangs, Rice, G. Pedc, 

iJddroMWkSs Stratten, Sandford, F. Reed, Ferguson, Martindale, Rich- 
ardson, l^oeufefu^^-^liovejoy, Upham, Benton, Town* 
send. NeuhEngland-~^J. Porter, King, Crandall, C. 
Adams, Pickering, Maine-^KiR, £. R^inson, Randall, 
Morse, Hobart, Nickerson, Webber. Nem^Hampshir^'^ 
E. Scott, Chamberlin, Kelly, Perkins, Dow, Spanlding, 
Cahoon, Cass. Trov — Seymour, Wover, Coleman, Spi- 
cer, Covel, Houghtafing, J. T. Peck. Black Rher — ^A. 

D. Peck, A. Adams, Baker, Ninde. Oneida — Snyder, 
Comfort, Rounds, Shepherd, Row, Bowen, Holmes. 
Genesee — Filmore, Luckey, Steele, Abell, Hosmer. 
£ntf--Steadman, Bain, Clarke, J. Robinson, Goodwin. 
PiiUherg-^yi^. Hnnter, H. J. Clark, Spencer, S. Elliott, 
B<^d, Wakefield, Drummond. Okio—Q, Elliott, Raper, 
Tnmble, Finley, Hamline, Connell, Ferree. North Ohio^^ 

E. Thompson, Power, Poe, Yocum, Runnells. Michigan 
—Crane, Billings, Baughman. Indiana — Simpson, Wiley, 
Ames, Miller, Wood, Eddy. Roek River — MitcheH* II- 
hnois — ^Akers, Cartwright. Bolhmoiv-— Griffith. Neuh 
Jtr e e f Shaw, Winner— 95. 
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Natb. NetO'Yark Cwrfirence^Olia, Carpenter. Gm-- 
99ee — Hibbard, Seager, Alv^rson. OAto— -Sehon. Jlft- 
^higtm — G. Smith. /ndiona^^Roter, Havens. Rock 
River — Weed, Sinclair, H. W. Reed. lUinois — Stamper, 
Yancleye, fi, 6. Berryman. Missouri — Redman, W. 
Patton, X C. Benyman, J. M. Jameson. Kentucky — 
Bascom, Gunn, Kavanaugh, Stevenson, Crouch, Brush. 
Holstof^SeYieTy S. Patton, T. Stringfield. Tennessee — 
R. Paine, M'Ferrin, Green, Madden. Memphis^^HBmB^ 
Moody, M^Mahan, Joyner. Arkansa^-^J, C. Parker, 
Ratcliffe, A, Hunter, T«ar<w— Fowler^ J. Clark. Missis- 
.sippi — Winans, Drake, Lane, Rogers. AlabatntH^MuX' 
rah, Boring, Garrett, Hamilton. &eorgi€H-dj. Pierce, G. 
F. Pierce, Parks, Glenn, Evans, Longstreet. South Caro- 
Una — Capers, Wightman, Betts, Dunwody, Walker. North 
Carolina — ^J. Jamieson, Donb, Blake. Virginia — Early, 
Lee, W. A. Smith, Crowder. Baltimore — Slicer, Bear, 
Morgan, 'Tippett, Sargent, Collins, Gere, Hildt. PhUa- 
cfe^Auj— Durbin, T. J. Thompson, White, L. Scott, W. 
Cooper, L T. Cooper. NeuhJersey — J. S. Porter, N6al, 
Sovereign — 84. 

J. A. Collins moved to take up the substitute of J. B. 
Finley, which had been laid on the table by a vote some 
days ago. J. C. Evans moved the previous question on 
ti^ung up the substitute. The call for the previous ques- 
tion was sustained by two-*thirds voting affirmatively ; and 
the substitute was taken up by another vote. J. T. Peck 
uoved the previous question on the substitute, and the 
words, '' Shall the main question now be put V* applied to 
the substitute, according to the resolution establishing the 
previous question. A motion that the vote whether the 
main question now be taken shall be by yeas and nays, 
was lost by a vote of 128 to 47. The call for the pre- 
vious question was sustained by the requisite majority, 
aad the vote on the substitute being ordered, it was moved 
to take this vote by yeas and nays. The yeas and nays 
were ordered. The list by Conferences was called, and 
the vote on the substitute was decided by 110 yeas, and 
68 nays. So Conference adopted the substitute of J. B. 
Fml^y, which is in these words: — ' 

r* Whereas the Discipline of our church fcnrbids the 
doing anything calculated to destroy our itinerant general 
superintendency, and whereas Bishop Andrew has be- 
come connected with slavery by marriage and otherwise, 
and this act having drawn after it circumstances which, 
in the estimation of the General Conference, will greatly 
embarrass the exercise of his office as an itinerant gene- 
ral Superintendent, if not in some places entirely prevent 
ft; therefore, 

^ Resolved, That it is the sense of this Genend Con- 
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j«M 1. ference that lie desidt from the exercise of his office so 
long as tlu^ impediment remains.^ 

During the call for yeas and nays, J. C. Clark asked to 
be excused from voting, as he was compelled, by the 
want of health in some members of his family, to reoioTe 
from Texas. Conference by a vote declined excnsing 
him. 

It was reported, when the nantes were called, that. J. 
Davis and I. T. Cooper were sick. 
Teaa on adopt- Yeas. NetxhYork C(m/ereM£9— Bangs, Olin, Rice, 6. 
JSfcmS?*^' ^®^^» Stratten, Sandford, F. Reed, Ferguson, Martiadale, 
Richardson. Troy — Seymour, Wever, Cavel, Spicer, 
Coleman, Houghtaling, J. T. Peck, Provufen^^— Lovejoy, 
Upham, Benton, Townsend. NeuhHampshire — E. Scott, 
Perkins, Kelly, Chamberlin, Dow, Sf»ulding, Cahoon, 
Cass. New-Engkmd — ^J. Porter, King^ Crandall, C. 
Adams, Pickering. Pittsburg — W. Hunter, H. J. Clark, 
Spencer, S. Elliott, Boyd, Wakefield, Drummond. Maine 
— Hill, E. Robinson, Randall, Morse, Hobart, Niokerson, 
Webber. Black River — A. D. Peck, A. Adams, Baker, 
Ninde. Erie — Steadman, Bain, G. W. Clark, J. Rolnn- 
son, Goodwin. Oneida-^Snyder, Comfort, Rounds, Shep- 
herd, Row, Bowen, Holmes. Michigan — Crane, Billings, 
Baughman. Rock River — ^Weed, H. W. Reed, Mitchell. 
6r0»e^e— 'Filmore, Luckey, Steele, Hibbard, S.eager, 
Aboil, Hosmer, Alverson. North OMo^E. Thompson, 
Power, Poe, Yocum, Runnells. iZ^inou'-— Akers, Cart- 
wright. OA»o— C. Elliott, Raper, Trimble, Finley, Ham- 
line, Connell, Fertee. Indiana — Simpson, Wiley, Ames, 
Miller, Ruter, Wood, Eddy, Havens. Texas^--J, Claii. 
•jj)«vteadded, £a/^fi7M>r0-*-Collins, Griffith, Bear, Morgan.* PhUadelpkia 
June 4. —Durbin, L. Scott. iVeto-/«rwy— Winner, J. S. Porter, 

Shaw— 110. 

Ki^yg, <m ftd(>pt- Nats. New-York Conference — Carpenter. Michigan 

iSLtftS?*^' —^' Smith. Rock Kwcr— Sinclair. iZliiwM— Stamper, 

Vancleve, N. G. Berryman. Kentueky-^B^scom^ Gunn, 

Kav&naugh, Stevenson, Crouch, Brush. Ohio — Sehon. 

Holston — Sevier, S. Patton, Stringfield. Tennessee— 

Paine, MTerrin, Green, Madden. Missouri — Redman, 

W. Patton, J. C. Benyman) J. M. Jameson. Memphis — 

Harris, Moody, M'Mahon, Joyner. Arkansas — Parker, 

Ratcliffe, A. Hunter. Texas — Fowler. Mississippi — Wi- 

/ nans, Drake, Lane, Rogers. Alabama — Boring, Hamilton, 

Murrah, Garrett. Georgia — G. F. Pierce, Parks, ,h. 

Pierce, Glenn, Evans, Longstreet. South Carolina — 

Gapers, Wightmaia, Betts, Dunwody, Walker. North 

Carolina — J. Jameson, Doub, Blake. F«rgtnt0— *Early, 

, Crowder, W. A. Smith, Lee. Bahimore — Slicer, Gere, 

♦ I. T. Cooper Sargent, Tippett, Hildt. Philadelphia — T. J. Thompson, 

•Med, Juie s. .^^^^ ^ Cooper * JViw-/«f*<jy— Neal, Sovereign.--68. 
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h. Pierce |[aTe notice that a protect would be pve86ate4 ^om i; 
by the minonty on this vote, at as early a day as practica* ^ioticTo/*^' 
ble ; to be entered on the journals of &e Conference. protest. 

W. Winans moved that the Conference do now adjoum. 
This. motion was carried. After prayer by brother Sove^- 
reign, Conference adjourned undl Monday morning, at hall- 
past eight o^clock. 

MONDAY MORNING, JtJNE S. i««a. - 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, pursuant to 
r9le> Bishop Hedding in the chair, and was opened with 
religious exercises by brother Luckey, 

The journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

No reports from standing or select comoiittees wef9 
presented. 

The following resolutions were offered by H. Slicer 
and T. B. Sargent : — 4 

"1. Resolved, That it is the sense of this General igsoi^oM^ 
Conference that the vote of Saturday last, in the case of T.'B.lg^t. 
Qishop Andrew, be understood as advisory only, and vM 
in the light of a judicial mandate. 

, " 2. Resolved, That the final disposition of Bishop An- 
drew's case be postponed until the General Conference 
of 1848, in conformity with the suggestion of the Bishops 
in their Address to the Conference on Priday, 31st May. 

H. Slicjbr, 

"/«tte3, 1844. T. B. Saroewt." 

It was moved to lay these resolutions on the table £b« Hottob to lay 
the present. On the question of laying them on the table, ^bie. ^^ ^^ 
the yeas and nays were called for, and ordered. • 

Yeas — ^Bangs, Rice, G. Peck, Ferguson, Martindsde, ^J^JJ? u*s£ 
Richardson, Upham, Benton, Townsend, J. Pcnrter, King» eer and^sar- 
Crandall, C. Adams, Pickering, Hill, Robinson, RandaU, ^^J^'^^'SSlt" 
Morse, Hobart, Nickerson, Webber, E. Scott, Chamber** bie. 
lin, Kelly, Perkins, Dow, Gaboon, Cass, Covel, Sjttcer, 
Coleman, A. Adams, Baker, Comfort, Rounds, Row# 
Holmes, Filmore, Luckey, Steele, Seager, Abell, Hosmer, 
Alverson, Steadman, Bain, G. W. Clark, J. Robinson^ 
Goodwin, W. Hunter, H. J. Clark, Spencer, S. Elliott, 
Boyd, Wakefield, Drummond, C. Elliott, Finley, Ham* 
Une, Connell, Ferree, Power, Crane, Billings, Baughmaa, 
Simpson, Wiley, Ames^ J}ddy, Mitchell, Akers, Yanclove,* 
Griffith, Davis, L Scoat— 75. 

Nays — Carpenter, Sandford, Sehon, Trimble, G. Smith,: Na^ontiie mo- 
Havens, H. W. Reed, Stamper. Redman, W. Pation, J. ^^^^^ 
C. Berryman, Gunn, Kavanaugh, Stevenson, Crouch, t^'B reaoitt- 
Bmsh, Sevier, S. Patton, Stringfield, Paine, M'Ferrin, . gj^<">tt«^ 
Gr^eni >Iadden, Harris, Moody, J(^n«r, Parker, Batcliff^ 
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jmM t. A. Hunter, Fowlet, Winans, Drake, Lane, Rogers, Mnr* 
rail. Boring, Garrett, Hamilton, L. Pierce, G. F. Pierce, 
Parks, Glenn, Erans, Longstreet, Capers, Betts, Dunwody, 
Walker, J. Jameson, Doub, Blake, Early, W. A. Smith, 
Lee, Crowder, Slicer, Tippett, Sargent, Gere, Hildt, T. 
J. Thompson, White, Shaw, Neal, Soyereign--68. 

So the resolutions, for the present, are laid on the 
table. 
^'■SSSi ^'* C*P^" offered a series of resolutions, which were 

r read, and lie on the table, under the rule. They are as 
J fbUows: — 

*<Be it resdred by the delegates of all the Annual Con- 
ferences in General Conference assembled : 

'*That we recommend to the Annual Coi^erences to sus- 
pend the constitutional restrictions which limit the powers 
of the General Conference so Jar, and so far only, as io 
\ allow of the following alterations in the government of 
the church, yiz. : 

"That the Methodist Episcopal Church in these 
United States and territories, and the republic of Texas, 
shall constitute two General Conferences, to meet quad- 
rennially, the one at some place stmth^ and the other 
north of the line which now divides between the states 
commonly designated as free states and those in which 
davery exists. 

"2. That each one of the two General Conferences 
thus constituted shall have full powers, under the limita- 
tions and restrictions which are now of force and binding 
on the General Conference, to make rules and regulations 
for the church, within their territorial limits rea^ectivelyy 
^ and to elect Bishops for the same. 

"3. That the two General Conferences, aforesaid, 
* shall have jurisdictioh as follows : — ^The Soudiem Gene- 

ral Conference shall comprehend the states of Virginia, 
Kentucky, and Missouri, and the states and territories 
lying southerly thereto, and also the republic of Texas, 
to be known and designated by the title of the Southern 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of the United States. And the Northern General Confer- 
ence to comprehend all those states and territories Ijring 
north of the states of Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri, 
88 above, to be known and designated by the title of 
the Northern General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States. 

"4. And be it further resolved. That as soon as three- 
fourths of all the members of all the Annual Conferences 
voting on these resolutions, and shaU approve the same, 
the said Southern and Northern General Conferences 
shall be deemed as having been constituted by such, 
aj^roval; and it shall be competent for t|ie Southern 
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Anwial OonfeteiiGeB to elect delegales to said Soathexn 
General C<mferenc0, to meet in the city of Nasl^^e, 
Tena., oijl the first of May, 1848 ; or sooner, if a majori^ 
of two-thirds of the members of the Aonual Conferences 
composing that • General Conference shall desire the 
same. 

" 5. And be it farther resolved, as aforesaid, That the 
Book Concerns at New- York and Gincinnati shall be 
held and conducted as the property and for the benefit of 
all the Annual Conferences as heretofore — ^the Editors 
" and Agents to be elected once in four years at the time of 
the session of the Northern General Conference, and the 
TOtes of the Southern General Conference to be cast by 
the delegates of that Conference attending the Northern 
for that purpose. 

" 6. And be it further resolred. That our church orga- 
nization for foreign missions shall be maintained and 
conducted jointly between the two General Conferences 
as one church, in such manner as shall be a^eed upon 
from time to time between the two great bran^es of the 
church as represented in the said two Conferences." 

E. W. Sehon reported that brother Kenney, the second 
assistant Secretary, had received intelligence from home 
of the affliction of his family, and asked Uiat he be excused 
from any further attendance. He was excused, and, on 
motion of S. D. Ferguson, C. W. Carpenter, of the New- 
York Conference, was appointed Secretary in his place. 
At the request of brother Carpenter he was excused from 
serving, and, on motion of N. Bangs, Valentine Buck, 
pastor of the John^treet charge in this city, was appointed 
Kecording Secretary. 

On motion of N. Bangs, the resolutions offered by W. 
Capers this morning were referred to a select committed 
of nine, who were instructed to report on them as soon as 
practicalde. 

L. L. HamHne presented an account for the travelling 
expenses of W. Nast and N. Callendar, as delegates to 
the Conference of the Albright brethren, amounting to 
$27 50. The Book Agents at New-York were directed 
to pay the account. 

C. Wi Ruter offered the two following resolutions, 
which lie on the table one day« according to rule :— - 

'^ 1. Resolved, That the IXseipline be so amended in 
chap. 2, sec. 7, page 93, that answer 4 be stricken out 
entirely. 

'* 2. That die Discipline, chap* 1, sec. IS, page 61, re- 
lative to the instraction of children^ be so altered that die 
first answer shall commence thus :-*-^ Let Sunday bcIun^ 
be formed in all our congregations, whenever it is practi*^ 
cable« A.nd il shall be the special duty of preachers*' 
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idm s. Ai;; Xnd tibat a n»h ansfrer be appended, to read i^ 
follows : — ^ It i^all be the duty of each jpreacher in elnrge 
10 inquire relative to the number and condition of comaion 
er week-day schools within the bounds of his charge, and 
«e far as practicable to lend his aid in procuring eompe^ 
tent teachers of good moral character in erery society." 
• The following commonication from the Bishops was 
tead, and referr^ to a committee of fire, to consider and 
report thereon :-*- 

^Sl!?'Sr"S * '^^ *^ General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
■hops oil con- Church, 

toboiidckuch- '^ RsYERBND BRETHREN,— We ask Icavo respectfiiUy 
^ to call your attention to difficulties which hare arisen and 

mre increasing among our brethren and friends, in regard 
to indebtedness on the score of building churches, and 
the means frequently resorted to for tehei. It appears 
. (bat the rules of Dbcipline requiring our membexs to 
build plain, cheap houses of worship, and to guard against 
contracting debts on the premises, have been too litde ror 
garded. In numerous inetances costly houses have been 
erected on credit, or on a loan subject to lien or mortgage, 
which cannot be lifted by those immediately interested ; 
and, as the last resort, agents have been sent out to solicit 
aid in distant parts. The number of such agents, acting 
mider the appointment of boards of trustees and other 
local authorities, is so large, and the applications made by 
them for help are so frequent among our brethren, as to 
annoy them, and occasion numerous expressions of dis* 
satisfaction. We are of the opinion, that the subject is 
of sufficient importance to justify and require some action 
of the General Conference in the promisee ; and we si^*^ 
geat with deference that it should be such as will recOm-> 
mend to all our church members and friends not to en* 
courage any agents appointed to travel and beg church 
funds, except such as may act under the sanction of an 
Annual Ccmferenoe. 

''josbua soule, 
. *^ Eluah Heddino, 
*' James O. Anditew, 
« B. Wauoh, 
^< Thos. a. Morris. 
^NeuhTm-k, May 20, 184a:* 



of G. Peck offered the following resoIutionB : — 
imI^^Im^ *" 1- Resolved, That the Editors in New-York be in- 
siraoted to prepare for publication the journals of the 
General Conferences of 1640 and 1844, as soon as may 
be ftfter this General Conference shall adjourn. 
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^ 2. ResolTed, That a copy be forwarded by the Agents 
t» each Annual Conference, to be kept on file/' 

A motion to amend this, l^ striking out 1840, and in- 
serting 1800 in place of it, was laid on the table. The 
resolutions as above were adopted. 

J. S. Porter offered the following resolution, which lies 
on the table, under the rule : — 

''Resolved, That the fourth answer to the question. 
' How shall an accused member be brought to trial?' found 
on page 93, be aoiended bv adding, ' which shall have 
aotbority to order a new trial.' 

" J. S. Porter, 
•'John Clark." 
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On motion oif B. M. Drake a resolution offered by him 
some time ago was called up. It is as follows :— 

" Resolved, That the Discipline, page 84, question 3» 
answer 1, be amended by striking out all after the word 
'assurances,' and substituting, 'that they 'believe the 
doctrines set forth in the baptismal services ;' omitting 
the question touching baptism, if the applicant has b^en 
bapdzed in infancy." 

N. Bangs called the previous question on this resolu- 
tion. The call was sustained, and the resolution put and 
lost. 

The reporters were requested not to publish, at present, 
the resolutions offered this inoming by W. Capers. 

W. Winans moved to suspend the fifteenth rule, with 
a view to propose an immediate change in the rule under 
consideration: lost. 

J- Potter moved to take up the report of the Committee ^2?***^** 
on Boundaries. The report was taken up, and acted on taken vpcad 
by section. The £r^^ was taken up, and read. N. Bangs 
moved that the New- York Conference have leave, with 
the concurrence of the presiding Bishop, to divide them- 
ft^ves during the ensuing four years, if they judge it ne- 
eessary: this motion was lost. The first section was 
adopted. The second and third sections were adopted. 
A motion to lay the fourth section on the table was lost. 
E. Robinson moved that the Maine Conference have per* 
imssion, with the concurrenee of the presiding Bish^^ td 
divide within the ensuing four years : tjiis motion was 
lost, and the fourth section was adopted. * The^A, sixth, 
seoenthy eighth^ ninth, tenth, and eleventh sections were 
'adopted. A motion was made to strike out Middlebum 
circuit from the twelfth section, which prevailed ; and the 
section thus amended was adopted. The thirteenth, four- 
t$enth, axid fifteenth sections were adopted. A motion was 
made to amend the sixteenth section,' so that afWr ibe 
nads^ '< iFostam charge, Indtanapolis,?' it slodl read, " and 
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^^"^'' all %h» towns east, into the Indiana Conference. The 
eastern charge in Indianapolis, and all the towns west, on 
the National Road, into North Indiana Conference, except 
Terre Haute." This motion was lost, and the aection, as 
reported, was adopted. The seventeenth, eighteenth, nine- 
teenth, twentieth, twenty^firH, twentyfseeand, and ttDenty-third 
sections were adopted. E. F. Serier mored to amend the 
twenty-fourth section by making certain alterations in the 
, line between the Holston and South Carolina Conferences, 
which was agreed to ; and the section, as amended, was 
laid on the table, to ^ive those Conferences an oppor- 
tunity to describe the hnes. 

The chair announced the committees ordered this mom- 
ing, viz. : — 
TT V Mw Resolutions of W. Capers. — ^W. Capers, W. 

UtOiS^Z Winans, T. Crowder, J. Porter, G. Filmore, P- Akers, 
L. L. Hamline, J. Davis, P. P. Sandford. 

On 6htjrch Agencies. — ^A. Griffith, J. B. Finley, S. 
Pickering, T. J. Thompson, C. W. Carpenter. 

A motion was made, that when we adjourn, we ad* 
joum to meet at half-past three o'clock. 
Sm'i ^^^^'^ ^' '^' Cooper, who was absent when the vote on J. B. 
lecord ^his Finley's resolution was taken, asked leave to record his 
^****- name ; which being granted, he voted in the negative. 

W. Capers, at his request, was released from serving 
on the committee on preparing a Pastoral Address. 
Conference adjourned with prayer by brother Hosmer. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3. 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at half-past 
Aaee o'clock. Bishop Waugh in the chair, and was 
opened in the customary way by brother S^atten. 
Hie journal of the morning was read and approved. 
Egprtq^itiae- The Committee on Itinerancy presented a report, which 
was read. A motion was made to adopt it. A motion 
was made to recommit the report, but was lost. The 
question recurred on the motion to adqit T. Sovereign 
moved to lay it on the table : this was lost. J. S. Porter 
moved to amend the report by striking out the last sen-* 
tence, and inserting after the word " authority," '< for with* 
holding the fcHTtif-eight dollars from brother Armstrong." 
The amendment was admitted by the committee. P. P. 
Sandford moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
the word " no." On motion of brother Winans, the report 
was recommitted te conform it to the amendment. 

C. B. Tippett, in behalf of the delegation from the Bal- 

lAgation. timore Conference, presented a report, which was unani- 

mously adopted^ viz. : — 
^' The delegates of the Baltimore Confereaee have d«ly 
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considered the subject of brother Sargent's expenses, re* '^>>^' 
ferred to them upon the suggestion of Bishop Soule, and 
unanimously report, That &ring his visit to Europe in 
1842 he received nothing for quarterage or family ex- 
penses, and therefore recommend that the Book Agents in 
New-York be directed to pay to the order pi brother Sar- 
gent the sum of six hundred dollars. 

<* In behalf of the delegsdon, 

«C. B. TiPPETT. 

"Jliiw2, 1844.'' 

A. WQey, ehairman of the Committee oil the Social sodai lad Do> 
and Domestic Library, presented a report, which was "••***^'*^»»*3r. 
read, and, on motion, laid on the table. 

A. Griffith, chairman of the Committee on Church 
Agencies, presented a report, which was read. On motion 
of H. Slicer, the fifteenth rule was suspended to admit of 
immediate action on this jHoposed addition to a regulation 
in the Discipline. The report was then adopted, and 
jreads^thus:-* 

"After answer 2,^section 2, page 159 of the Discipline, 
add, Mn all cases where debts for building houses of wor- 
ship have been, or may be, incurred contrary to, or in dis- 
regard of, the above recommendation, our members and 
friends are requested to discountenance, by declining pe- 
cuniary ^id to all agents who shall travel abroad beyond 
their own circuits or districts for the collection of funds 
for the discharge of such debts ; except in such peculiar 
cases as may be approved by an Annual Conference, or 
such agents as may be appointed by their authority.' 
"All which is respectfully submitted, 

" A. Griffith, Chairman. 

" June 3, 1844." 

The report of the Committee on Boundaries, the sub- ActtonoaBfiaa- 
ject under discussion this morning at the adjournment, was JSi?'"*'*" 
resumed. On motion of T. Stringfield, the action of this 
morning on the twenty-fourth section was reconsidered. 
£. F. Sevidr withdrew his amendment. The twenty- 
fourth section was adopted ; as also were the twenty-fifth, 
twenty-sixth, and twenty-seventh sections. The twenty*^ 
eighth was read, and B. M. Drake moved to amend by 
striking out Eastern Texas, and making the Texas Con>- 
ference include the republic of Texas. The amendment 
was losti The twenty-eighth section was adopted, as 
were also the following sections up to the fortieth, inclu- 
sive. When the forty-first section was read, J. Stamper 
moved to amend the report by striking out the section. 
This motion prevailed. The preamble and whole report 
were then adopted, viz. *•— 



^^^ *• " The Comniittee on Boondarios, having patiendf con* 

mBo^dbries udered the various matters refexred to them, beg leave to 
u Adopted. pfesent the following report : 

" They recomme^ me division (^ six Conferences-^ 
New-Hampshire, Indiana, Rock River, Illinois, Teams, 
and Georgia ; the formation of five new Gonferencee-^ 
Vermont, Norlh Indiana, Iowa, Western Texas, and 
Florida; and various alterations of lines; all of which 
divisions and alterations are indicated in the following 
details : 

" 1. New-York Conference shall include all that ter- 
ritory now embraced in the New-York, Long Island, New- 
Haven, Poughkeei»ie, Hartford, Rhlnebeck, Delaware, 
and Newburg Districts. \ 

"2. Providence Conference shall include that part 
of the state of Connecticut lying east of the ConnecticiH 
River, all the state of Rhode Island, and that part of the 
state of Massachusetts lying south-east of a line drawn 
from the north-east corner of the state of Rhode Island to 
the mouth of the Neponset River, which line shall so run 
as to leave the Walpole station within the bounds of the 
New-England Conference. 

*' 3. New-Englano Conference shall include all the 
ftate of Massachusetts lying east of the Green Mountains 
not embraced in the New- York, New-Hampshire, and 
providence Conferences. 

'* 4. Maine Conference shall include all the state of 
Maine, and that part of the state of New-Hampshire l3ring 
east of the White Hills, and north of the waters of the 
Ossipee Lake. 

''5. New-Hampshire Conference shall include all 
the state of New-Hampshire not embraced in the Maine 
Conference, and that part of the state of Massachusetts 
north-east of the Merrimack River. 

** 6. Vermont Conference shall include the state of 
Vermont, except that part lying west of the top of the 
Green Mountains, embraced in the Troy Conference. 

'< 7. Troy Conference shall include Troy, Albany, (in- 
cluding Sharon and Cobleskill circuits, formerly embraced 
in the Oneida Conference,) Saratoga, Poultney, Burlington, 
and Plattsburg Districts. 

**S. Black River Conference shall include, together 
with Rose circuit, that part of the state of New- York west 
of the Troy Conference not embraced in the Genesee 
Conference, as far south as the Erie Canal, and all the 
sooieties on the immediate banks of said canal, exc^t 
Utica and Canistota, Montezuma and Port B3rron. 

**9. Oneida Conference shall include that part of the 
state of New- York east of Ca3ruga l«ake not embraced in 
the New-York, Troy, and Black River Conferences, and 
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tliie Sasquehannah and Wyommg Dislricta, in the statie of ^^^^ ^ 
Pennsylvania. »wiii4Mto» «i 

<< 10. Genesbs CoNjrBRENeB shall indude that part 
of the state^of New- York lying west of a line running 
Bouth from LajLo Ontario, by way of Cayuga Lake^ to 
Pennsylvania, not embraced in the Erie Conference, and 
so much of the north part of the state of t^enasylvania » 
is included in Seneca Lake, Dansville, and Cataraugus 
Districts. 

" li. Erie Conference shall be bounded on the nordi 
by Lake Erie, on the east by a line commencing at the 
mouth of Cataraugus Creek, thence to the Alleghany River 
at the mouth of Tunanqusnt Creek, thence up said creek 
eastward to the ridge dividing between the waters of Cla- 
rion and Sinnamahoning Creeks, thence east to the head 
of Mahoning Creek, thence down said creek to the Alle- 
ghany River, thence across said river in a north-westexly 
direction to the Western Reserve line, including the norm 
part of Butler and Newcastle circuits, thence west to tbe 
Ohio Canal, thence along said canal to Lake Erie, includ- 
ing Akron, and Cleveland city. 

*' 12. PiTTSBURd Conference shall be bounded on ifate 
north by the Erie Conference, on Uie east by the Alle- 
ghany Mountains^ on the south by a line stretchittg fhxn 
Sie head of Tygert's Valley to the Ohio River^ so as tt> 
embrace Kanawha circuit, thence to the mouth of the 
Muskingum River, and up said river, exclusive of the 
towns of Marietta and ZanesviUe, to the Tuscsfawas 
River, and thence up said river to the line of the EHe 
Conference. 

*' 13. Ohio Conference shall commence at the inouth 
of the Great Miami River, running north with the atate 
line to the Une of Dark county, e^^uding Elizabethtowa, 
thence eastwardly along the Une of the North Ohio Con- 
ference, so as to exclude the circuits of Greenville, Sid- 
ney, Belfontaine, Richwood, Marion, Delaware, and.Ros^ 
coe, to the Muskingum River, thence down sakL rivvr do 
as to include the towns of Zanesville and Marietta, and 
Kanawha District, in Virginia, thence down the Ohio 
River to the place of beginning. 

" 14. North Ohio Conference shall embrace aU that 
part of the state of Ohio not included in the Ohio, Pitte- 
burgy and Erie Conferences; 

" 15, Michigan Confersnob shall include the stale 
of Michigan, and the Ojibway missions on the waters <rf 
Lake Superior, formerly embraced in the Rook River 
Conference. 

'M6. Inouna Oonferenps shall include that part of 
the state of Indiana south of the National road, mAi Eli- 
jcabetbtpwa in Ohio and the western chaige ia. Indiana- 
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Jowl. poUs, with all the towns that are immediately on the foad 
"''*'*'co? W the state line, except Tetre Haute. 

" 17. North Inouna Cokfsrknce shall include that 
part oi the state of Indiana north of the Natibnal road, tlie 
eastern charge in Indianapolis, with all the towns that are 
immediately on the road, to the eastern line of the state, 
together with Terre Hante in the west 

** 18. Rock Rivbr Conference shall include that pan 
of the state of Illinois not embraced in the Illinois Con- 
ference, and the Wisecmsin Territory. 

'' 19. Iowa Conference shall include all the Iowa 
Territory. 

. " 20. Illinois Conference shall include that part of 
the state of Illinois south of the following line, namely : 
beginning at Warsaw on the Mississippi River, and run- 
ning thence to Augusta, thence to Doddsville, thence to 
the mouth of Spoon River, thence to Bloomington, thence 
to Danville, thence to the Indiana state line, embracing 
Warsaw town, Havannah mission, Bloomington station, 
and Danville circuit. 

** 21. Missouri Conference shall include the state of 
Missouri. 

^'22. Indun Mission Conference shall be bounded as 
follows, namely : on the north by the Missouri River, east 
by the states of Missouri and Arkansas, south by Red 
River, and west by the Rocky Mountains. 

*' 23. Kentucky Conference shall include the state of 
Kentucky, except so much of the said state as lies west 
of the Tennessee River. 

" 24. HoLSTON Conference shall include East Ten- 
nessee, that part of the state of North Carolina now em- 
Inraced in the Ashville and Wytheville Districts, and so 
ntochof the state of Virginia as is now embraced in the 
Wytheville District, and the districts lying west of New- 
River. 

"25. Tennessee Conference shall include Middle 
Tennessee, and that part of North Alabama watered by 
those streams flowing into the Tennessee River. 

*'26. Mehphis Conference shall be bounded on the 
east by the Tombigbee River, Alabama state line, and Ten- 
nessee River, on the north by the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers, west by the Mississippi River, and south by a 
Hue running due east from the Mississippi River to the 
south-west comer of Tallahatchie county, thence due east 
to the south-eastern comer of Yallabusha county, thence 
in a straight line to the north-western comer of Octibaha 
county, thence due east to the Tombigbee River. 

'*27. Arkansas Conference shaU include the stale 
6f Arkansas^ 

'* 28. Eastern Texas Conference shall embrace aU 
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dial part of the repoblio of Texas east of a line beginning ^^^ ^' 
at the east pass of the Bay of Galveston, thence through ^^|S[*"co^ 
Baid bay to the mouth of Tripity River, thenoe up said 
river to the source of the middle fork of the same. 

" 29. Western Texas Conference shall embrace all 
that part of the republic of Texas lying west of the Tri- 
nity River, including Galveston Island. 

'^30. Mississippi Conference shall include all that 

Crt of the state of Mississippi not embraced in the Ala- 
ma and Memphis Conferences, and all the state of 
Louisiana. 

'< 31. Alabama Conference shall include all that part 
of the state of Alabama not included in the Tennessee 
Conference, West Florida, and the counties of Jackson, 
Greene, Wayne, Clark, Lauderdale, Kemper, Noxubee, 
Lowndes, and that part of Monroe east of the Tombigbee 
River, in the state of Mississippi. 

'' 32. Georgia Conference shall include all the state 
of Georgia, except that part which lies south of a line 
commencing at Fort Gaines on the Chattahoochee River, 
running thence in a direct line to Albany, on Flint River, 
thence along the line of the Ocmulgee and Flint River 
Railroad to the Ocmulgee River, thence down said river 
to the Altamaha, thence down the Altamaha to the Atlan- 
tic Ocean, and also that part of North Carolina embraced 
in Murphy circuit, Lafayette District. 

'* 33. Florida Conference shall include aU that part 
of the state of Georgia not included in the Georgia Con- 
ference, and East and Middle Florida. 

'* 34. South Carolina Conference shall include the 
state of South Carolina, and so much of North* Carolina 
as is included in the Lincolnton and Wilmington Districts. 

'' 35, North Carolina Conference shsJl be bounded 
on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, on the north by Albe- 
marle Sound, Roanoke and Staunton Rivers, on the west 
by the top of the Blue Ridge, including the counties of 
Wilkes and Iredell, on the south by the south lines of 
Iredell, Rowan, Davidson, Randolph, and Chatham, thence 
by Cape Fear River, except those appointments now in- 
cluded in the Wilmington and LincoUiton Districts. 

'' 36. YxROZNiA Conference shall be bounded on the 
east by the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, on 
the south by Albemarle Sound, Roanoke and Staunton 
Rivers, on the west by the Blue Ridge, on. the north by 
the Rappahannock River, except Fredericksburg and Port 
Royal. 

" 37. Baltimore Conference -shall include the re- 
maining part of Virginia not embraced in the Virginia, 
Holston, Ohio, Pittsburg, and Philadelphia Conferences, 
the Weste^rn Shore of Maryland, except a small pcnrtioii 
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included .in* the Pittsbmrg Confeietice, and that part of 
Peaosylyania lying east of the Alleghany Mountains aad 
west of Susquehapnah Rirer, including Northumberland 
District. 

"38. Philadelphia Conference shall include the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia, the state of De- 
laware, and all that part of Pennsylvania lying between the 
Susquehannah and Delaware Rivers, except so much as 
is included in the Baltimore, Oneida, and New-Jersey 
Conferences. 

'*39. New-Jersey Conference shall include the 
whole state of New-Jersey, Staten Island, and so much 
«f the states of New- York and Pennsylvania as is now 
included in the Paterson District. 

"40. There shall be an Annual Conference on the 
western coast of Africa, to be denominated The Liberia 
Mission Annual Conference, possessing al( the rights, 
powers, and privileges of other Annual Conferences, ex- 
cept that of sending delegates to the General Conference, 
and of drawing its annual dividend from the avails of the 
Book. Concern and the Chartered Fund. 

" P. RicjB, CAfltrwow." 



S. Luckey offered a preamble and resolution, which, on 
Inotion, were laid on the table. 

B. T. Crouch offered a resolution touching ^e final 
adjournment of this Conference on Saturday next. H. 
Slicer moved to amend it by inserting Friday night, at 
twelve o'clock. The resolution and amendment were laid 
Oft the table. 

On motidn of W. Winans,. Conference adjourned, and 
was dismissed with the benediction by the chair. 



Jnnei. 
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' legates. 



" TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 4. 

Conference met at the usual homr, Bishop Morris in the 
clyiir, and was opened with religious exercises by brother 
J* S. Porter. 

' The journal of yesterday afternoon was read and ap- 
proved. 

J. Davis a^ed and obtained leave to record his vote 
among the yeas and nays on J. B. Finley's substitute. 
His name was entered among the yeas. (See list of yeas 
and nays on p.. 34.) 

C. B. Tippett, chairman of the Committee on the Ex- 
penses of the Delegates, presented the following rep<Mt, 
which was read, adapted, and ordered le be printed : — 

('The Committee on the £i^ense» of the Delegafis 
leport^ tini they have received ^om &^ respective dele- 
.ganw (except Alabama) an aecoimt of receipts and ex- 
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penditures, and herewith present it^ for tlie informatioii of ^^^ * 
the General Conference, in Uie following condeneeld form, ^^^**;^^ 

Delegations, Jbxpemes. CoUecHone, DeJMencieSy Surpbu. 
New-York $ 45 25 487 94 442 69 



Troy * 


69 05 


195 07 




126 00 


Providence 


67 54 


SO 54 




13 00 


N. Hampshire 


209 98 


169 58 


40 40 




New-England 


59 92 


151 93 




92 01 


Pittdburg 


399 00 


288 98 


110 02 




Maine 


153 94 


112 21 


41 53 




Black River 


92 50 


122 05 




29 55 


Erie 


276 00 


165 85 


110 15 




Oneida 


125 90 


261 90 




136 00 


Michigan 


204 22 


122 64 


81 58 




Rock River 


389 84 


219 31 


170 53 




Genesee 


210 99 


214 88 




3 89 


North Ohio 


358 90 


306 97 


51 93 




tHinois 


590 30 


371 26 


219 04 




Kentucky 


480 00 


422 25 


57 75 




Ohio 


630 00 


564 49 


65 51 




MisBOurl 


365 75 


272 02 


93 93 




Holston 


359 00 


250 89 


108 11 




Tennessee 


407 76 


407 76 


' 




Indiana 


53d 69 


489 85 


43 84 




N. Carolina 


188 95 


115 74 


73 21 




Memphis 


396.78 


375 40 


21 38 




Arkansas 


312 48. 


227 98 


84 50 




Virginia 


237 00 


281 00 




44 00 


Mississippi 


400 00 


400 00 






Texas 


267 62 


23 15 


244 47 




Georgia 


703 00 


862 00 




169 00 


S. Carolina^ 


421 64 


421 64 






Baltimoire 


296 50 


378 52 




82 02 


Philadelphia 


113 75 


481 34 




367 59 


N. Jersey 


45 50 


299 It 




253 67 



•9412 75 9944 31 
BrJ£enny'9> 
expenses \ •/ wv 

$9467 75 
Amonnt of collections $9544 31 

Paid brother FhIIob by order $ 50 00 

Georgia delegatioii retained by pef- 
mifmeii oi Cknfereftce 109 M-^-^ldQ 00 

• • J i n * 

G 
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Seport of Com. 

oil tiie Ezpen- 

a«« of tjie D9- 



Heceived since the repon waa nutde 


{ 


out, from Oneida delegation 


4 08 


Genesee , 


4 62 


Providence 


5 00 


Pittsburg 


29 06 


New-York, by G. Ltoe, 


170 14 


Black River 


3 00 


Lancaster cir., R. R. 


9 76- 225 66 




9610 97 


Total amount of expenses 


9467 75 



Leaving surplus ' 143 22 

" This amount, with all other collections raised for the 
S9^e purpose, we recommend to be paid over to the Book 
Agents, in part to reimburse the Book Concern. 

''The committee take pleasure in stating tha^ of the 
tl,061 47 drawn from the Book Concern in 1840, $789 17 
have since been received ; leaving only 'a balance of 
$272 30 : deduct from that amount the surplus now vk 
hand, and the remainder is $129 08. This amount will 
no doubt be speedily refunded. 

'' In regard to the resolution of the Alabama delegation, 
referred to your committee, we recommend that they be 
permitted to settle with their own Conference, forasmuch 
/ ^s they have assured us that they know not the probable 

amount of their expenses, nor of the collections raised 
within their bounds. 

'' Respectfully submitted, 

" C. B. TippETT, Chairman.'* 

Committee on ' The Committee on Slavery presented a report in part^ 
ffl^j^ wpMt which was read. A motion by W. Winans to lay it on 
the table was lost. A motion was made to adopt the re- 
port. J. A. Collins proposed an amendment to the re- 
port. The motion to adopt, and the proposed amendment^ 
were laid on the table, until the committee concerning 
the resolutions of W. Capers report. ^ 

Bmort of Com- The Committee on the Itinerancy presented their report 
eruic7,^% on the complaint against the North Ohio Conference 
a'^l^^oM ^^i^^ ^*® recommitted yesterday. The report, con- 
formed to the action of yesterday, was read and adopted, 
viz. : — 

** The Committee on the Itinerancy have considered the 
communication of George Armstrong, of the Liberty cir- 
cuit, North Ohio Conference, who c0iii}dalin8 that said 
Conference withheld from him his portion of the Confer- 
etic^< funds, iillder a resolution whieh waa adqytedtby that 
body cutting off the claims of those who failed tojifl a 
ifthy'iir Conference collection. 
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^* The oommitteQ report, tkiU iAasmiiish aa tbe delegatee 
from Ihe North Ohio Coafereace state that the plaim of 
toHher Armstrong was not withheld because of such reso- 
lution, that therefore said Conference are under no oUi- 
gation to refund to brother Armstrong the $48 alluded to 
ia his appeal. 

<' Submitted, J. B, M'Perrin, CJmmm. 

" JV«i>.yorJfc, Jwic 4, 1844." 



I«w«. 



W. Capers, in behalf of the committee on the resolu- 
lione offered yesterday, asked leave for that commitlee to 
sit diiuing Conference hoars. The leave was given. 

P. P. £landford objected to retiring from Conference, 
and asked to be excused from serving on the committeie. 
He was not excused. 

F. Reed moved to suspend the order of the day, &e 
xeport of the Committee on Temperance, and take up the 
report of the Committee on Sunday Schools, This mo- 
uon did not prevail. 

The order of the day was suspended to admit a reso- 
Jution respectiiig the Texas Conference. L, Fowler 
offered the following resolution, which was adopted : — 

^ Resolved, That ail the. preachers in Texas, both East 
and West, meet together in Conference at their next ses- 
sion, in order the more effectually to form their plans for 
their future action in both divisions of the work," 

J. A. Collins moved further to suspend the order of the 
day for the purpose of taking up a report of the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern. A motion to lay this on the 
table, and also a motion to postpone it, were lost. 

The report of the Committee on Temperance was taken 
up, and read. The previous question was moved and sus- 
tained, on the^r^ resolution, and the first resolution was 
adopted. The second resolution was adopted. The pre- 
amble of the above two resolutions was adopted. A mo- 
tion to lay the last item' in the report on the table was 
lost. On motion the further consideration of the report 
was postponed. 

J. T. Peck moved to take up report No. 1 of the Com- 
nnittee on Hevisal. J. Early moved as a substitute, that 
the report of the Committee on the Book Concern be 
taken up. A motion to lay this, substitute on the table 
was lost. The substitute prevailed, and 

Report No. 6 of the Committee on the Book Concern 
was taken up. The^r^^ section was read. J. B. M'Fer- 
rin moved to strike out all after the wotds ^' would recom- 
mend," and substitute the following resolution, which pre- 
yailed: 

" Resolved, That the Agents be instructed to furnish our 
.jpesatfhess in the, Texas -Conference with our books on 



Capen* nt«- 
lunoos have 
leave to iK 
dTDuring C 
9Qce. 



Texas Confer- 



Report on Teni^ 
peranoe. Ffnt 
and second 
'lesolQl 
and ] 



Report No. •, 
on Book Con 
cem, taken np. 



Onditconntand 
duty on bookf 
lent to Tens. 



^to'fhe preiiel»»«s of otr other Ooefereiiees, a&wwgtlMlD 
lEi fon^Mit (iiseoafit to tiie amount of tke diitiea Wliidi liMfy 
Mybig Iteqmred to parf on said boofcs.^ 
'Tlh6jir^t •ectaOD^ reading aerfollonirs, iraa adopted : 
'Sto^ T«t^ " S®c^i®» 1- They have had under eonsideratioa *• i«#- 
■8. ' qmst «f the Texas Conference for a depos^oiy of onr 

hooks in the city of Houston, and after nmtute <Mibeni- 
tion do deem it inexpedient to gfant the request. 

*"Set!tion2. After reading the exhibit of tli6 8ta»e of the 
Book 'Oen«em at Cindnnati, the ooaM&ittee ajjfeed *» 
recoittmettd the Mk>wing resoiviion to this €oiyfev«ace : 
^SrtiJib^ "Resolved, That the Book Agents al Chrcinnati be 
oBTscantiot. lifoected to erec^ suitable buildings on the vacant iot be- 
longing to the Concern^ for renting, at «iiM^ tttte as kb^ 
shall deem most advisable.'* This sectistn msA adopted. 
Reductioii bi *' Section 3. It is recommended thait our Book Cenoem 
piice of boob. ^^ New-York and Cincinnati be directed to reduce tbe 
retail priceis of our books as much as in tjisir judgnettt 
^ey may with safety to the Oon^em." Adepled. 

Section 4 was read, and, on motion ef W. H. Raper, 
was laid on the table. 
"Sojiaar^SdMoi ^ Section 5. Also that the Bwik Agents at Cineinimti be 
insthicted to publish a cheap Sabbath School Ad^eate, 
at 25 cents a year, for the benefit of ^ West, if thsjr 
shall deem it expedient.'' 

Section 6 was read, and N. Bangs moved the lbllow-< 
ing substitute : ^ That the agents be avthcnriaed to sell the 
b€^l» at 115 per cent, discount 4bf cash, er ^ 2Ci per cent 
discount for credit, in the manner 8lt«»dy pvoiidftd forJ'' 
W. H. Raper moved 4o lay the s«^stitiite.>atid sectkn on 
liie table, which prevailed: 

Section 7 was read, and W. Murrah moved to stiike 
out all after the words ^^ obituary notices,'^ which fxre- 
vailed. J. P. Durbin moved to amend by adding, '^ that 
'correspondents confine their ebituary «otiees to thiity 
linss," which, om motion of W. W* Ninde, was laid on the 
table. J. P. Durbin moved the following substitetis, whieb 
was adopted : 
<5j*tt«^"o- «.R^»olved, lliat the Editors of our periedioalsbe in- 
stmtfted to confine each obftnapy notice and tneneir to 
lihe jsniaUest practicable space ; and that correqiondeiita 
be earnestly requested to mskB theiir eenmnitnicatidna id 
' 'Ihe briefest manner possible; simply annDuncittglhe^ de- 

cease of the pemon, and stch events in the H^ of ihe 
-Snbject as are calculated to be of SMrvtoe loathe dnoreli.; 
and 4halt in ^general no obitnary shall ttLceed, twa squsMa, 
but an interesting memoir may be entered at the- ftbeve- 
tloncff the Editor." 
- Section S Vas adi^d, after iieving Ibeen, ei 
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^f J. Early, va^en^ by Mding " Missionary Secwti^y," *»»*'^ 
It 19 a? fouows : 

" Besolred, That the Discipline be so altei:ed as tQ 
^tlow the Agents, Editors, and Missionary Secretary, at the 
Boeik Concerns at New-Yod^ and Cincinnati, to hold llieir 
membership in such Conferences aa they may select, widi 
the approbation of the Superintendents." 

, Section 9 was read, as follows : ** We recownend that 
the Book Agents be directed to funlish as soon as coiM* 
Tenient to each of the Editors of our periodicals ^ Cf^py 
of the books of our General Catalogue ; to be kept by Uie 
Editors, in a case prepared for that purpose ; and he i^ 
hereby required carefully to preserve the same from 
damage ; and these, together with such books as may be 
sent to him by publishers to be nidtice4 in the pjeriodical 
which he may edit, shaU constitute the Editor's library ; 
and he shall deliver to his successor a list of all th^ 
books in said library." 

L. M. Xee moved to strike out the words, " together 
with such books as may be sent to him by publi^hed^ tO 
be noticed, i^ the periodicals he may edit^" Thi^ resolu- 
tion was laid on the table, and the isection was adopted. 

" Section 10, Your committee have considered the proh 
position by S. Comfort, and D. Holmes to publish 9t 
iaonthly periodical lor sermons, and are of opinion th^ 
the prepositioA is inexpedieat." This was adopted- 

" W. H. Bapkr, Chairmm.'^ 

The report was adopted, except the fmrth aad sixth 
sections* 

The report of the Committee on the Book Coi^icera ^^g^^^j^ 
relating tq the appointment of the Book Committee 9^ conceit 
i>]^bw-York, under examination May 31st, was taken upt 
and considered. The smiendments offered by W. Winans 
imd Mf.. W. I^i^ide were withdrawn, and the s^tion wa* 
adopted. 

H. Slicer moved that when we adjpum we a^djoiwn, to 
meet again at seven o'clock this evening. This motion 
was laid on. the table. 

The second: and third sections were then adopted ; and 
th^B report as adopted i)eads^ as foUows :-^ 

••I. Your comoiittee recommend the following altera- '^^ jj*^^ 
tion in the Discipline, page 187: the fifth paragraplL to^ York, 
be 80 altered as: to read t^s 7 '^The Book Committee at 
New^Y<Mrk shall oensisi of six travelling ministers, land 
the EdiiKHM. The annual election of two by thib- New<^ 
Y^, two }aff tb(» Philadelphia* and tw« by the New- 
Jersey Conference, shcdl constitute the six members of. 
the cMimit^^e. : It shall be the duty of the. Book Com- 
iiiiti0^^«mut)ipe ifltt) the eondiiion of the .Baok GmIw 
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cern, to inspect the accoonts of the Agents, and make a 
report thereof yearly to the three Conferences named 
alx>ve, and to the General Conference. They shall also 
attend to such matters as may he referred to tliem by the 
Editors Or Agents for their action or counsel. And they 
shall have power to suspend an Editor or Agent from his 
official relation as such, if they judge it necessary for the 
interests of the church and the Concern. And a time 
shall be fibced, at as early a day as practicable, for ^e in- 
▼eatigation of the official conduct of the said Editor or 
Agent, at which two or more of the Bishops shall be re* 
quested to attend ; and, by the concurrence of the Bishops 
present, and a majority of the committee^ he may be re- 
moved* from office in the interval of the General Confer- 
ence. And in case a vacancy occurs in any of the agen- 
cies or editorial departments authorized by the General 
Conference, it shall be the duty of the Book Committee, 
and two or more of the general Superintendents, as sooa 
as practicable, to provide for such vacancy until the next 
General Conference.' 

^2. Paragraph 15, page 189, to be so altered as to read 
as follows : * llie Book Committee of this department of 
the Book Concern shall consist of six members in addi- 
tion to the Editors, to be chosen annually, two by the Ohio, 
two by the Kentucky, and two by the Indiana Confer- 
ence, whose powers and duties in reference to this es- 
tablishment shall be the same as those of the Book Com- 
mittee at New- York in relation to the Concern there.' 

^ 3. Paragraph 25, page 193, to be so altered as to read 
thus : * The salaries for die support of Editors and Agents 
in all our book and periodical establishments shaU be 
fixed by the General Conference, or by committees ap- 
pointed by that body.'" 

A motion was made to extend the session fifteen min- 
utes, which was lost. J. Hamilton moved to extend the 
session hve minutes, which prevailed. 

Conference adjourned with prayer by brother Rogers. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 6. 

Conference met at the regular &onr. Bishop Soule in 
the chair, and was opened with religious exercises by 
brother Townsend. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The Committee of Correspondence presented a report, 
No. 2, being a reply to the letter of the Wesleya^ Me- 
thodist Conference of Great Britain, which was read, and 
adopted. (See Appendix, Doc. G.) 

The Committee on Missions presented a report, No. 3, 
wUch was read. On motbn of N. Bsags, the report y 
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lAen'tip, and acted im in sections. Thd fifbentli rule loMff. 
was suspended, to adipit of immediate action ott this report. 

The fourth article of the amended Constitntion of the Action o^ m 
Missionary Society, as proposed by the Board of Ma- c^l^ittQe on 
nagers, was am^ided by. striking ont the words, " the Misrions. 
next session of the New- York Conference, which, with the 
concnrrence of the pmsiding Bishop, shall M the vacancy 
until the ensuing General Conference," and inserting the 
words, ^* the Bishops, or a majority of them, shall fill the 
racancy." 

J. B. Finley offered a substitute, proposing to impose 
the duties of this office [Missionary Secretary] on the 
Editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal ; which was 
laid on the table. J. A. Collins moved to strike put the 
words, ** with the approbation of the managers, he may 
en;iploy such assistance^ from time to time, as may be 
judged necessary for the interests of the cause^ the com- 
pensation for which shall be ixed by the Board." The - • - * 
previous question on this amendment was moved and sus- 
tained, and the motion to strike out prevailed; The arti- 
cle, as curtailed, was adopted. 

The fifth article was read, and an amendment proposed 
fyy Wm. Winans was laid on the table. The article was 
adopted. The thirteenth article was, on motion, recom- 
mitted to the committee. 

The sixteenth article was adopted. The resolutions on 
ihe report of the committee were taken up, and the recom- 
mendation No. 9 was adopted. 

On motion of G. F. Pierce, that part of the report ^^Jj"^ •»■ 
which refers to the formation of a plan for raising sup- ^fornSdnr 
plies was referred to a special committee of five. 

W. Capers returned certain resolutions to the Confer- 
ence, on which a special committee was appointed, stating 
that the committee could not agree on a report which they 
judged would be acceptable to the Conference. (See 
journal of June 3, page 86.) 

J. Early moved that when this Conference adjourn, it 
adjourn to meet at half-past eight o'clock : carried. 

A communication from Robert Emory, requesting 
liberty to examine the journals of this Conference, with a 
view to preparing a Life of Bishop Asbury, was read, and 
on motion leave was granted. 

A similar request was made by A. Griffith, in behalf of 
S. A. Roszel, who desires to write the Life of his father, 
S. G. Roszel. Leave was granted. 

P. Cart Wright offered a resolution. J. Early moved to 
lay the resolution on the table : this was lost. Several 
amendments were offered, and accepted by the mover; 
after which, on motion of J. A. Collins, the resolution was 
laid Gtk the table. 
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ivxm^ .*Th^(^^^BKMtmci^ the. select' compktf^ of five 00 
^Sr*o?°iStoI ^^^ .report pf tlw Comiiuti:#e on Mimons, as follows :— 
Amib A. L. P. Grotn, J. A. Gere, T. Sj^car, C. ElUott, P. S. 

Kfcig. 
Ck)af0f en^e 94j(mmedt with pxayez by O. Filniore. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 5. 

> Ponfereiice met, pursuant to adjourniiieiit, at half-past 

three o'clock, Bishop Hedding in the chair, and was 
opened with reading the word qi God, singing, and prayer^ 
by brothier Morse. 
Fio^Mtkm The C^mittee on Missions presented a revised repoit 
J^t"""^" "" of the articles reeonunitied to them this morning. Th^ 
amended thirt$enth article was adopted. The amended 
f^narUmth article wits adopted. 

. The report and revised Constitution read as follows :-*-* 
BeMrt of Com- *^The Committee on Missions beg leave further to 
ultteeonBfis- jtf^xt,, tb^t in Gousequence of other interests of an ab» 
sorbing character, which have engaged so much of the 
time and attention of the committee, they l^ve not been 
ftble to bestow that labour ^pon the various subjects con- 
n^^cted with the missionary cause which its importance 
4f^ands, Indeed, the committee think that there is no 
department of pur great work, in which the people gene- 
lally feel a deeper interest, and which wakes up a more 
livdy. S3rmpsthy, than the great missionary enterprise ; 
• and though there has been a diminution in the amount gS 

fund^r and a consequent restriction in the .field of mission- 
ary labour, during the past four years, owing, to various 
causes not now necessary to mention, we are glad to per- 
ceive that the spirit of missions is reviving, contributions 
are increasing, the heavy debt as^umad by the Board of 
Hanagen^ to enable the Treasurer to pay the drafts aa 
d^y became due, is liquidated, and hence the prospect \» 
now fair for an enlargement of our missionary woii, {»»>> 
vided energetic measures are adopted and carried into 
effect for raising money, and for enlis^ng the energies of 
: the church, both among ministers and people, in this holy 
^Qrk^ The committee have bestowed some attention 
upon ^e various plans which have been presented for 
raising money to enable the society to carry on mora 
' -vigoroudy its mis^onary operations, and they are per- 
; suaded that no one plan can be adopted which will be 
suitable to all places. The cent^a^week plan has ope* 
)^ted f$^vourab)y in somfi places, partioularly in the large 
f^ties and villages, but in many places it has failed to a^ 
complish iv» object. The comntutte^ therefore think thai 
ta revise and disuse the missionary sjnrit, the sulyecl 
must be often nreseiited to the minds of the peopde in 



misaiioiaiy aennQna, add]feB8€B, ihe forflwtiim of ^amiL 

and branch aocietiea, the holding of anniversaries, and thus ^JgJi^^JiIl 
pressing the snbi^t upon the hearts^ and snlkting tihe iiou. 
fealiags of al} concerned in the great enterpnse of ooaqnei^ 
lag the vorld to Christ In tlie mean time, let the tenli* 
|i<>W6ek plan be carried into effect in all pr^ctkaUe eases^ 
especially in saU)ath schoiiris. 

" The committee are persuaded that if the hearts of the 
preachers can be uniTersally^engaged in this work, by 
taking hold of it in the manner above suggested, there , 

will be no lack of men ot money to carry it on to the 
fullest extent For a detailed account of the present stale 
and prospect of the vaiious missions under the care of 
the society, as well as the state of the funds, the ooa»* 
mittee refer to the last Annual Report, in which all these 
things are accurately and minutely stated. 

*' The convnittee have had before them a revised Con* 
i^titution, reoommended by the Board of Managers, and 
they have concluded to submit it to the General Confer- 
en<?e for ^option. It reads as follows : 

** Constitution of the Missionary Society, as proposed to h^ ^2S*S?^ 

amended hy the General Conference ^1844. WMtiMmjf^ 

t doty. 

'^Articlb 1. This association, denominated *Th« Mis<> 
sionartSocietvof the Methodist Episcopal Cburoh,' 
is established for the express purpose of enabling the 
several Annual Conferences more effectually to extend 
their missionary labours throughout the United States^ 
and elsewhere ; and also to assist in the support and pr<y> 
motion of missionary schools and missions in. our own 
and in foreign countries. 

"Art. 2. The pa3rme9t of two dollars annually shall 
constitute a member ; the payment of twenty dollars at 
oae time a member for life. Any person paying one huil* 
dred and fi% dollars st <ine time into the treasury shall 
be 9. manager for life ; and the contribution of five hmt^ 
dred dollars shall constitute the donor a patron finr life. 

" Art. 3. Tt^e x>fficers of this society shaQ consist of a 
President Yice-Presidents, a CorrQspoi^ding Secretary, 
Recording Secretary, Treasuxeri and Assistaat Trensvveir, 
who,, together with thirty-two managers, shall form a 
Board for the transaction of business. They shall all bc( 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Churoh» snd be an- 
nually elected by th# society, except the Cofcesponduig 
Secretary. Each Annua) Conference shall bsve the pri* 
yilege of appomting one Yioe-Presidsent from its own 
body, . 

*' Art. 4. The Corresponding Secretary shall be sp> 
pointed by the General Conference. He shall reside. ii^ 
Ne w*Yod(, and conduct.the porrespon^enoe of the aoeiety. 
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Smt^ mider the direction of the Board. He shall be suliject to 
^3B£m muS^ *^® direction and control of ^e Board of Managers, by 
•ionf. whom his salary shall be fixed and paid. He shall be 

exclusively employed in conducting the correspondence 
of the society, and, under' the direction of the Board, in 
promoting its general interests, by travelling or otherwise. 
Should his office become vacant by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, the Board shall have power to provide for the 
duties of the office, until the Bishops, or a majority of 
» them, shall fill the vacancy. 

' ** Art. 5. The Board shall have authority to make by- 

laws for regulating its own proceedings, to appropriate 
money to defray incidental expenses, to provide for the 
mipport of superannuated missionaries, widows and or^ 
phans of missionaries, who may not be provided for by the 
* Annual Conferences — it being understood that they shall 
not receive more than is allowed by the Discipline to 
other superannuated ministers, their widows and orphans 
-^>^nd to print books at our own press, for the benefit of 
Indian and foreign missions, fill vacancies that may occur 
during the year, and shall present a statement of its trans- 
actions and funds to the society at its annual meeting, and 
also shall lay before the General Conference a report of 
its transactions for the four preceding years, and the state 
of its funds. 
SafiMdCon^- " Art. 5. Ordained ministers of the Methodist Episco- 
f 8<H P&l Church, whether travelling Or local, being members of 
this society, shall be ex-officio members of the Board of 
Managers. 

'* Art. 7. The annual meeting for the election of officers 
and managers shall be held on the third Monday in April, 
in the city of New- York. 

"Art. 8. At all meetings of the society, and of the 
Board, the President, or, in his absence, the Vice-Presi- 
dent first on the list then present, and in the absence of all 
the Vice-Presidents, a member appointed by the meeting 
for that purpose, shall preside. 

''Art. 9. Twenty-five members, at all meetings of the 
society, and thirteen at all meetings of the Board of 
Managers, shall be a quorum. 

''Art. 10. The minutes of each meeting shall be signed 
by the chairman. 

"Art. 11. It is recommended, that within the bounds of 
each Annual Conference there be established a Confer- 
ence Missionary Society, auxiliary to this institution, 
with branches, under such regulations as the Conferences 
shall respectively prescribe. Eacli Conference, or other 
auxiliary society, shall annually transmit to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary of this society, at New-York, a copy 
of its Annual Rep<^, embracing the operations of its 
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brandies, and shall also notify tlie Treasurer of the '^*' 
amount collected in aid of the missionary cause ; which ^SttMrn^SSh 
amotmt shall be subject to the order of the Treasurer 
of the parent society, as provided for in the thirteenth 
article. 

"Art. 1^. Any auxiliary or branch society may desig- 
nate the mission or missions, under the care of this so- 
ciety, to which they desire any part or the whole of their 
Amds to be appropriated ; which special designation shall 
be publicly acknowledged by the Board. But in the event 
that more funds are raised for any individual mission than 
are necessary for its support, the surplus shall go into the 
treasury of the parent society, to be appropriated as the 
Constitution directs. 

"Art. 13. The Annual Conferences shall be divided 
into as many mission districts as there are effective Su- 
perintendents ; and there shall be a committee, consisting 
of one from each mission district, to be appointed by the 
Bishops, and to be called the General Missionary Cam^ 
mittee. It shall be the duty of this committee to me^ 
annually in the city of New-York, at the time of the 
holding of the anniversary of the Missionary Society, to 
act jointly with the Board of Managers, the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, and the Treasurer, in fixing the amount ^JJaS^STtti 
which may be drawn for during the ensuing year, and the Misafoi 
division of said amount between foreign and domestic ^^' 
missions. Said committee shall, in conjunction with the 
Boa^d of Managers, and the Bishop who shall preside in 
the New- York Conference, determine what fields shall be 
occupied or continued as foreign missions, and the num- 
ber oif persons to be employed on said missions ; and shall, 
in conjunction with the Board, estimate the sums necies- 
sary for the support of each mission, subject to the ap- 
proval of the presiding Bishop. Said committee shall 
determine the amount for which each Bishop shall draw 
for the domestic missions of those Conferences over 
which he shall preside, and he shall not draw on the 
Treasurer for more than said amount. 

"Should any of the members of said committee, in the 
interval of the General Conference, go out of office by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, the Bishop presiding in 
the Conferences where the vacancy shall occur, shall ap- 
point another to fill his place. 

"Said committee to be amenable to the General Con- 
ference, to which it shall make full reports of its doings. 

"Any expense incurred in the discharge of its duties 
shall be met by the Treasurer of the society. 

"ArtJ 14. The sums allowed for the support of a mis- 
sionary shall not exceed the usual allowance of other 
Itinerant preachers. The Bishops, or President of th6 
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Jmmh, Conference, (if i|ie mission be domestic)) imd tb^ ^upovi- 
^SSt^nJiS^ intendent where there is one, -and if not, the missionaiy, 
siont. ' (if it be foreign,) shall draw Qn the Treasurer for the 

Ba]ne« in quarterly or half-yearly instalments, and the; 
shall always promptly notify the Treasurer of all dra& 
made b^ them, and shall lequire regular quarterly com- 
ipunications to be made by each of the missionaries to the 
Coiresponding Secretary of thii9 society .at New- York, 
giving information of the state and prospects of the several 
missions in which they are employed. No one shall be 
acknowledged a missionary, or receive support out of the 
fimds of this society, who has not some definite field 
i^signed to him, or who could not be an effective labourer 
on a, circuit, except as provided for in Article 5. The 
Assistant Treasurer shall be subject to ^e direction of 
t)ie Treasurer, and of the Board of Managers. 

"Art. 15. In all other cases of the appointment of a 
mis9ionaiy, the name of such missionary, and the district 
in which he is to labour, together with die probable ex- 
penses of the mission, shsdl be oomsaunieated by the 
Bishop, or the Mission Committee of each Annua) Con- 
ference, to the Treasurer of this society, that a ppqKKr 
record of the same may be preserved. 

"Art. 16. This Constitution shall not be altered but 1>y 
I the General Conference, upon the recommendation of the 

fioard of Managers, or by the Board, on the recommenda* 
tion of the General Conference." 

" The committee have also taken into consideration the 
necessity of providing more effectually for carrying on 
our missionary work among our vaiioua aboriginal tribes, 
and more particularly those comprehended within the 
l^unds of the n^wly-formed Indian Misi^n Conference. 
To accomplish this, they recommend the insertion of the 
following article in part 2, sec. 6, par. % in the place of 
the one now in the Discipline : — 

" For the purpose o( more effectually adminisitering the 
financial concerns of the Indian Mission Conference, as 
also promoting its spiritu^ welfare, there shall be a snpeiH 
intendent appointed by the Bishop, who shall be a member 
of s^d Conference, and reside within its bounds, to be 
continued in office for any time not e^ceedipg fonr years. 
It shall be his duty to overlo<dL all the accounts of the 
missionaries and the superintendents o^ schools, to attend 
to^ aU the interests of our missicn^s and schools within the 
bounds of said Conference, an those interests may be c<mi^ 
nepted with the government of the United Sutes^/ and 
with the Indian School Fund., 

" He may visit Washington city oi|ce a year, or ofteaer, 
if it be deemed necessary ; and also, aa for as his, tme 
ajfid furcuoisftances may pepnit, q[nd it m^ be jju^d 
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neeeBMoy for the inCeneMi of the mission, visit the interior lum «. 
'9£ the Indian country with a view to the extension of Uie 
work 'within his boonds. His salary shidl not exoeed the 
ordinary allowance of other itinerant preacher^ ; und his 
MxEe Httd other expenses shall be estimated by the Mission 
Oommittfee of the ConferMice, for Which amount he shaH 
hare avtiiority to draw on the Treasurer of the Misiionaty 
Society in qviineriy inttalmelnte.*' 

On motifdti of J<f . Bftngs, th& Cotre$ponding Seeretaiy 
of 4Mir Missioimry Society was requested to csdl a meeting 
of the Board of Managers, ahd submit to them the altera- 
tions in the Constitution recommended by this Conference. 

A. B. Longstreet, in behalf of the delegati^s firom the 
Soifthem and South-western Conferences, presented the 
following declaration, which was read : — 

<>The delegates of the Conferences in ihe slareholding 
states take leave to deelare to the General Conference of 
tbe Methodist 6pisc<^al Church, that the continued agita- 
tion on the subject of slavery and abolition in a portion of 
die chureh ; me frequent action on that subject in the 
General Conference; and especially thb extra-judicid 
^[toceedings against Bishop Andrew, which resulted, on 
3atarday last, in ^e virtual suspension of him fVom kdM 
o^e as Superintendent, must produce a state of things it 
the South which renders a oontinuance of the jurisdiction 
•f this Geneml Oofttoence over these Conferenoes incon- 
aistent with the success of the ministry in ilie skvehold- 
iHg states. 

^^VtrgiwM C^ifirence^S. Eairljr, W. A. Smith, T. 
€M^er, L. M. Lee. KeTOuek^H. B. Bascom, W GtmA, 
H. H. Kavanaugh, £. Stetenson, B. T. Crondb, 'G. W. 
Bnek. Jtfw*««ft— W. W. Redman, W. Patton, 1 C. 
Berryman, J. M. Jameson. Holst(m*^E, F. Sevier, 6. 
Ptttton, T; StringMd. Qeorgia---<3t. F. Pierce, W. J. 
Paries, L. Pierce, J. W. Glenn, J. L. Evans, A. B. Lo^ 
street. Nifrih CatoUnm-^. Jameson, P. Doub, B. T. 
Bl^e. nUnms^I, Stamper. MmpM^-^-G. W. I>. 
Harris, Wm. M*Mahan, T. Joyner, S. S; Moody. Arkefnn^ 
stu-^J, C Parker, W. P. RatcUffe, A. Htmter. Missii" 
Mpfi^W, Winans, B. M. Drake, J. Lane, G. M. Roigerft. 
SVjkk^ — L. Fowler. Alabame^^J. Boring, J. HamSloo, 
W. Mnrrah, G. Osrrett. Tetmessee — R. Paine, J. B. 
M'Fenin, A. L. P. Green, T. Madden. South ComlimMii^ 
Mr. Capers, W. M. Wightman) €. Betts, S. Dunwody, S. 
AvCWalber." 

A notion wa* made by C. Elliott to refer this declara- Refinnd to • 
<toii to a committee of nine. This gave rise to some dis- SSmT**" 
icktBsiott ; and the previous qfeeetton was mbved^- and tk^ 
«all wusKained. The select eommiliee of imae iras ordered, 
and the paper referred to them. 
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L. M. Lee moved to ^all up the report of ^ Committee 
on the Memorial of Dr. Waller; It was called up, and so 
much of the report as related to L. M. Lee wa^ adopted, 
in these words : — 

" Your committee have examined the matters complained 
of by the memorialist, respecting the Editor of the Rich- 
mond Christian Advocate, and have only to say, that they 
have not ascertained any facts in his course which, is 
their Judgment, require any interference of this Gener^ 
Conference. John Davis, Chamium. 

« NewYarh, May 20, 1844." 

On motion, so much of the above memorial as relates 
to L. M. Lee was ordered to be given to him by the Sec- 
retary. 

On motion of R. Paine, the Secretary was directed to 
spread upon the journal the report of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, No. 3, presented May 22. (It will be found 
on page 63.) 

On motion of N. Bangs, the sixteenth rule was suspended, 
to allow the Discipline to be conformed to the action of 
the Conference yesterday, in reference to the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Missionary Society. On motion, 
paragraph 7 and 8, of part 2, sec. 6, pp. 181, 182, of Dis- 
cipline, were ordered to be stricken out. 

On motion of S. Luckey, the report of the Committee 
on Episcopacy, No. 6, was taken up. The first resolu- 
tion being under consideration, an amendment was pro- 
|x>8ed by J. T. Mitch^, which was laid on the tablis. 
The^r^^ resolution was adopted. The report, on motion, 
w^s adopted. It reads as follows : — 

\ '' The Committee on Episcopacy beg leav^i to submit 
the following report in part : 

" The attention of the committee has been oalled to the 
present rule of Discipline in relation to the estimates to 
be made for the house-rent, fuel, and table expenses o€ 
the Bishops, and the committee are satisfied that an amend- 
ment of Uie rule is called for. Afler a full coiuuderation 
of various suggestions on this subject, the committee are 
of opinion thz^ no better provision Can be made than to 
j^equire the Committee o( the Annual Conference which 
may be appointed to make the estimates for the family 
expanses .of the Bishops, to report such estimat«fs to the 
Conference, subject to their amendment or approval ;. and 
they recommend the adoption of the followiag resolution : 

'< Resolved, That the mle of Discipline, in the last 
paragraph of sec. 5, part .2, relating to the family expenses 
of a Bishop^ be so amended as to inn^rt after the woide 
Vsaid Bishop* of Bisbopd,' these words, * subject to the 
action of the Conference.'" . ; . 
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't3.r'&dEer offered ihe lowing re^olttfijooi, wliicli was Jim^i. 
lost:— 

** Resolved, That the Secretaries be requested to make 
out a list of. the ui^nished business now on their table ; 
and that it be printed, and each member furnished with a - ' 
dopy." 

The report of the Committee on Sabbath Schools was 
taken up, on motion of F. Reed ; but on another motion 
it was postponed untilv to-morrow morning. 

E. R. Ames asked leave of absence for J. Havens, after 
to-naorrow, on account of affliction in his family. On 
jnotion the leave was granted. 

On motion of L. M. Lee, the report, No. 4, of the Coqi^ ^^S^'^^^fS^ 
xnittee on the Book Concern was taken wp. The first "* "^*' "^ 
resolution was read, and W. A. Smith moved to strike out 
the first syllable of the word " mexpedient,'' in the reso- 
lution. The proposed amendment was laid on the table « 
The resolution as reported hy the committee was adopted^ 
and reads as follows :^^ 

"The Committee on the Book Concern report as 
follows: 

*' Fkst, They have had under considemtion ^ applica* No ^<tepMita^ 
tion of the Virginia Conference for a book depository in at '-•- " 
llie eity of Richmond, and after obtaining all the informa- 
tion they could command, are of opinion that it would be 
inexpedient to establish said depository." 

The secmd resolution of the report was read, and a 
motion by P. P. SiBindford to lay it on the table was lost. 
On motion of J. £. Evans, the whole report was laid on 
the table. 

J. B. MTerrin offered the following resolution :— 

" Resolved, "Hiat the Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the communication of the delegates from 
the Southern Conferences be instructed, |Hrovided they 
cannot in their judgment devise a plan %t an amieable 
adjustment of the difficxdties now existing in the chnrQh, 
on the subject of slavery, to devise, if possibte^ a con- 
stitutional plan for a mutual and frien^y divisiim of th4 
chdith. 

• "J. BIirFEftRIN, 

"Tobias Spicbr." 



the 
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T. Crdwder's motion to strike out the word "oonstilnsf 
tional" did not provail, and the resolution was adopted. 

The chair announced the following brethren as the 
select 

CoHirtf TfiiE OF Nine; — Robert Paine, dozen Fifanore, 
Peter Akers, Nalhan Bangs, Thomas Crowder, Thomas 
B. ^aif geitt, WSliam Winans, Leonidas L. Hamline, Jamjoi 
Ftorier. ■•'-' 



id tte 



Jim* 1 hf, six d^olo^k, Ob mmioti, tbe Ckufeferebee ul^ifantti^ 

The chair pronounced the benediction. 

ham p. THURSDAY MORNING, JtTNE «. 

The Conference met at half-past eight o^cIock, and was 
opened with appropriate religioua exereisea by brother 
Shepherd. Bishop Waugh in the chair. 

The journal of yesterday aftemoon was read . and 
approved. 
Final report of G. Peck, chairman of the Gommittee on Slaveiy, pre-> 
STs^S"^ sented a report, which was r^ad and adopted. It reads as 
fdlows:--^ 

**The Conunittee on Slavery beg leave to present their 
final report. Af^r a careful e^ttunatioa of the, petitioaas 
and memorials committed to them by the Conference^' 
they find petitions from nine Aanuld Conferences. The 
remainder are from the people, and in ajl contain ten 
thousand signatures. The leading topics presented in the 
various resolutions are as foikfws : 

** First, The petitioners pray that the resolutions on 
' ^ the testimony of persons of eolodr, paaoed at the last Gen- 

etai Conference, may be reaeinded. 

** Seo&nd, That tkm body would not elect a slaveholdiog 



*< Third. That the Geaeml Coofereece would take 
meiaaares entirely to separate slav^ from, th^ church* 

'* Upon theee points your comttiiiMe deem it inexpedient 
for die General Conference to take any action further than 
that which is recommended in their first report. 

** Yeur eonlraittee have also ifeoeived a statement of the 
elites fimm several of the Aomial Con£ei^nees upon the, 
altofatiotis proposed to-be made ia the General Rules upoa 
the subject of slavery. No evidencor how^veri has as 
ybi leadiod the committee that a constitution^ number of 
iMm ki the Amuial Conforenoee has btoi^ obtajuoed to 
make any idterations in tiie General Rttiles upon the sub* 
Jelft Of siHvery. Rea^ctfiilly submitledt 

'< George Pbcx, OAoirMfs* 

^^ The report oi the Committee on Stmday Schools, post- 

to&fwsdooi j^^j^^ yesterday until thie mormog* was t&k#i»np. The 

fird teeokition was amended, by strikui^ out the word8» 

^iippvoved by the Book CommitttM upoo Ids zecommend- 

ation." The resolution as amended was adopted. W 

**• ^ ; < ^ A. Smith onved to anetid the second i^c^utionv by adding, 

'" ^' '^ ' after the words ^our ehtirch,'' ** who ms^ be eppointed 

by <fae Qonteily Meeting CoaftreiiGe.'' 0«b motion of J: 

Porter, the amendment and resolution were laid on ,t)ie 
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taUe. The third, faurthf aad fifth nschxAxms were |id<mt- ^^ ^ 
ed. Tlie report, as a whole, was then adopted. Too 
xesolutions as adopted read as follows : — 

^l. Resolvedy That there shall be, at New-York, aa 
Editor of Sunday-School Books and Tracts, whose duty 
it shall be, in connection with the Book Agents, to super- 
intend all such publications issued at our Book Room, and 
to have charge of the Sunday-School Advocate, or other 
Sunday-school pejriodicals, and he subject to the same 
iregulations and restrictions which govern the other Editors 
in New-York. Section 8, of part 2 of the Discipliae^ to ba 
IK) amended as to conform to the above resolution. 

*' 3. Resolved, That the second answer as it now stands 
in the above section be so amended as to add to it the 
words following : * And it is recommended that^ in dl 
cases where it can be done, tOur Sunday schools con^- 
bnte to the amount of at least one cent per quarter for eaqh 
teacher and scholar. One half of the amount collected 
in each school shall be appropriated to the purchase <rf 
tracts, to be distributed under the direction of the preachiMa 
und superintendents ; and the. other half shall be forwarded 
to the Treasurer of the Sunday-School Union of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, for the purposes specified in 
. ike Ccmstitution of said Union.' 

" 4. Resolved, That 4ie Constitution of the Snnday- 

. School Unicm of the Methodist Episcopal Church be, and 

.the same is hereby amended, in the form and manner 

prayed for by the Union in their memorial to the Ccmfer- 

ence. 

" 5. Resolved, That answer 6 to question 2, section 
5, chapter 1, part I, page 31 pf the Discipline, be so 
mnended as to add the words following : ' and to report 
to the Annual Conference the names of all travelling 
preachers. within his district who shall ne^^ect to observe 
th^se rules.' 

''Respectfolly submitted, F. Rissp, CAoimiaii. 

" NmthYork, Moff ?2, 1344.9 

J. Early asked that H. B. Bascom have leave to read Baacomnwb 
to the Conference the Protest that L. Pierce on Saturday ^^^^^^ 
Mv^ notice would be presented by the southern delegates. 
When the reading by Dr. Bascom was finished, the chak 
decided that the Protest be entered upon the journal. 

M. Simpson offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: — 

• " Resolved, Th^t the Conference appoint brothers Olin, ^^ 
Dturbin, and Hamline, a committee to prepare a statement pra|^»^ 
44 the facts qqumeoted with the proceedings in the case ^^^ ^ ^^ 
of Biahdf) Andrew; and that they have liberty to exs^mine 
the Pxotest just preaented by the southern brethren.'* 
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j«ii0«. ^ motion was made, that wjien we adjourn, we ad|diini 

to meet again at half-past three o'clock : carried. 

R. Paine asked leave for the committee appointed 
yesierdfay to retire and hold their session : leave was 
granted, 
amort of oom- J. B. MTerrin mored to take up the report of the Gom- 
S^S^/Sc^ mfttee on Itinerancy, No. I. 6. Baker moved to lay the 
^ motion on the table: lost. The report was taken up. 

, The first section was read, and A. Wiley moved to amend 

by striking oat " six,*' and inserting *• eight." The motion 
to amend was laid on the table, and the section ^as adopt- 
ed. Second section was read. A motion was made to 
lay it on the table, which was lost. N. Rounds moved 
to amend by striking out *• twelve," and inserting •* fifWen." 
W. W. Ninde moved the prenous question, which being 
sustained, the amendment and section were adopted. 
Third section read. I. T. Cooper moved fo amend l^ 
adding, after the words, "the same city," "hicfading Pre- 
siding Elders." J. S. Porter moved to lay the spaei^meat 
on the table: carried. A. Wood moved the previous 
question, which being sustained, the question was adopted. 
The resolutions accompanying the report were taken up. 
The first and sMond resolutions were adopted. The ^M 
resolution, on motion of A. Wood, was laid on the table. 
The fimrth resolution was read. W, Murrah moved to 
amend by adding, after the word ** work," ''^and the fre- 
quent transfer of preachers from Conference to Cbnfer- 
ence." On motion the session was extended to finish the 
resolution under consideration. A motion was mttie Id 
adjourn, which was lost. On motion, the amendment of 
W. Muitah was laid on the table, and the resolution 
adopted. The report was then adopted, and reads as fol- 
lows: — 
'oTShJoi^h "Th® Committee on Itinerancy beg leave to enbmit, m 
t— <m uta»- part, the following report. They have had under partiett- 
'■°*^' lar consideration that portion of the Address of our vene* 

rated Bishops which was referred to them; and they have 
bestowed upon the several facts relating to our itinerant 
operations that attetition which their limited time would 
dlow. 

" Your committee are of opinion that no feature in the 
whole system of our beloved Methodism is of more vital 
importance than an itinerant plan ;' and they deprecate the 
slightest innovatien upon that syistem which under God 
has already accomplished so much good in the earth, and 
which has in so extraordinary a manner received the sane- 
tioa of die great Head of the church. After a survey of 
/' the whole ground, your committee entertain fears that, ia 

some instances, there are strong indicaCfons of a departofe 
from ifae spttit and practice of our fathers^ and thej; ceoeor 
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. with the Bishops in the (pinion ^at measures should he Jnae«. 
adopted to arrest the increasing tendency to locatidu in ^yg$V >«^ 
bur travelling ministers. In order to this, they «ibinit,r-^ iJLi'^ ^^^ 

" Fvr^t. That the office of Presiding Elder miisl he pre- """^ 
served according to its original design, and in all its 
primitive efficiency. To effect this, it is important that 
the Bishc^s he careful to appoint to this office elective 
and laborious men-^men who will supply the pulpit with 
acceptability and usefulness, and who, moreover, will take 
the lead at the altar and in the prayer meetings ; and, as 
time may admi(, in pastoral visitation also, devoting them- 
. selves to the edification of the churchy and the conversion 
of dinners. A Presiding Elder should not be a supernip- 
merary, or a mere business man, who, however well he 
may ffil the chair in the Quarterly Conference, or deliver 
in his fiying visits an occasional sermon or lecture, can- 
not take the lead in the more important religious exercises 
appropriated to a Quarterly Meeting occasion. He should 
be able and willing, ordinarily, to spend several days, say 
Saturday, Sunday^ and Monday, in his quarterly visita- 
tions, at each appointment, assisting and taking a, promi- 
nent part in those protracted efforts for the salvation of souls 
so common in every section of the country, and so abun- 
dently blessed by the great Head of the church. If this 
course were pursued, it would supersede, in a great de- 
gree, the necessity of calling preachers from their appoint- 
ed fields of labour, to aid brethren, nesMr or remote, in 
holdiAg Protracted Meetings. Each Quarterly Meeting 
.would be a Protracted Meeting; and the Presiding Elder 
«Quld usually afford all the ministerial help necessary upon 
the occasion. To say nothing of his business duties, can 
any man be more profitably employed than in assisting his 
' brethren, by turn, in their extra labours for the. conversion 
of souls ? But it is evident that this course cannot be 
pursued, unless the districts are so limited in the number 
of their appointments as to allow a Presiding Elder to 
spend a Sabbath at each Qusuterly Meeting. To this it 
jbsy be objected^ that th^ districts would then be too small 
' to yield an adequate support to the Presiding Elder. But 
we think, first, that the different charges receiving a greater 
amount of his services would be willing to compensate 
him accordingly, and would probably feel less the burden 
of his support than upon the othe^ plan which obtains ip 
^;80|ne sections of the work. 

'* Second, We think that, except in some very peculiar 
cases, no portipn of the work oifght to be organized into 
a district station, unless it is able to support a preacher 
with a family, and pay its proportion, say one-twelfth, of 
jthe Presiding E^^er'^ cl;4<i^8s. ^th^ Yme .adojpi^^ ss a 
rule, it would serve as a check upon th^ lepdj^Q^,^ d|- 
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>iiito6. Vide circvite, and estublish stadons uaneeemarily. No 

^SbV?m^ dottbt Buch dirisions are frequei^y proper and beneficial, 

tiM on ium- but tltey are also very often unnecessary and injnriona. 

'''^* Smne rule of actioli ought to be given to the Bishops, hj 

wluch they may be able to resist the importunities wim 

which they are pressed upon this subject, known as it is 

that the matter is solely at their own disposal. We are 

persuaded diat they would feel it to be a rdief to be thus 

directed by the General Conference, and we do therefore 

so recommend. 

^ The committee propose, therefore, for the purpose of 
eanying oat the suggestions of the Episcopacy, the fol- 
lowing alterations and amendments in the Discipline, 
viz.:— 

" 1. On page 31, chapter 1, section 5, quesdon 4, let 
the answer read thus : ' From any term not exceeding 
four years successively : after which he shall not be ap« 
pointed to the same district for six years/ 

"2. We also recommend the following amendment : Page 
158, part 2, sec. 1, let the answer to question 2 read thus: 
, ^ * According to the judgment of the Bishops; provided, 

ihat no dutrict shall contain more than miteen appoint- 
ments.' 

** 3. Also page 27, chap. 1, sec. 4, in the answer to ques- 
tion 3, in the seventeenth line from the topt immediately 
aftier the words, * not under our care,' let the following be 
inserted: 'Provided, that with the exceptions above- 
named, he shaU not continue a preacher in the same 
appointment more than two years in six ; nor in the same 
city more than four ye^rs in succession ; nchr return to it, 
after such term of service, till he shaH have been absent 
four years.'" 

Ih connection with the above, your committee would 
submit for adoption the following resolutions ; — 

'* 1. Resolved, That we have increasing confidence ia 
the adaptation of our itinerant economy to the work of 
spreading the gospel of Christ. 

^^2. Resolved, m the judgment of ^lis Cot^lnence, 
That it is the solemn duty of our Bishops in the appoint- 
ment of the preachers to their various fields of iaboor, to 
see that the spirit of our economy is folly carried out 

" 4. Resolved, That We regard a frequent change of 
our ministers to difierent sectbns of ihe work as highly 
iniportant to the common interests of our beloved MeCho- 
dism. 

^ ML which is reqpectftilly submitted, 

•* J. B. WPPerrin, ChairmanJ^ 

On motion, Conference adjourned widi tbip benedictioii 
^ by broOier Griffith. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, :rUNE 6. i«»«. 

Cosderenc^ met at half-past tliree o'elock, and Was 
opened in the ususl manner by brodier J. C^ Pttrktt'' 
Bishop M^Nrris in the chair. 

The j<ianiai of the morning was read and approved. 

W. H. Raper presented a report, No. 7, of the Com- BookCm^ 
mittee on the Book Concern, which was read. On mo- ^7^''^'^ 
tion, the fiyfteenth.ni^e was suspended, to take up and act 
on die report. The resolution was adopted, and reads aa 
(oUows :— 7 ,....» 

" Resolved, That paragraph 13, section 8, part 2> of. ^™?!?J *![jj 
Discipline, be stricken out, and the following inserted in 



in its place : * Printed sheets ordered by the Agents from YoSTiii/aih 
New-York shall be sent at fifty per cent, and boun4 dnatf. 
books. of the General Catalogue at forty per cent., dis- 
count from the retail prices ; and those ordered from Cin- 
cinnati to New- York to be sent on the same terms, the 
agency sending the books to be charged with the expensoi 
of . transportation.'" 

L. Scott presented the following :•— L. •eott^ m»- 

" Whereas the Committee, on Episcopacy do not find it StoJS. ***** 
practicable to report the number of Bishops necessary to 
be elected at this Conference ; and whereas the report of 
said committee is not essential to the action of the Con- 
ference in the premises; therefore^ 

'< Resolved, That this Conference elect two additional 
Bishops, and that to-monow (Fridj^y) at ten o'clock, be ^ 
fixed as the time for electing said Qishops, and the oth/H ' ' ^ ' 
general officers of the church.** 

J. Early having spoken fifteen minutes. Conference, on i<>ui on «• 
motion, granted him leave to conchide his remarks. He ff^f* ^^ 
moved to lay the resolution on the table for the presentr 
to hear a communication from the Bishops, which was 
carried. , 

Bishop Soule presented the following comnHinieation,;Tri 

•Rev. AifD DisAR Brbthren,— As the case of Bishop^ "f^ J^ * 
Andtew unavoidably involves the future action of die Su- 
perintendents, which, in their judgment, in the present 
position df the Bishop, they have no discretion to decide 
upon; they ^respectfully request of this General Confer- 
etice official instruction, in answer to the followjpflr (jues- 
tions: — 

**l. ShaU Bishop Andrew's name remain as i^ now 
stands in the Minutes, H]rmn-book,.and Dfseiplhie, at 
shall if be struck off of these official records ? 

"2. How shall ibe BW)op oUm his support? As 



'vM ^ proyided for in die form of DUcipline, or in 8mn9 other 
way ? 

<< 3. What work, if eay, may. the Bidiop perform^ and 
haw shall he be aj^inted to the work ? 

f< JOSHVA SotTLS, 

' ^ Elijah HbOpino, 
" BsvsALT Wauoh, 
« Thomas A. Mokrib." 

' J. T. Mitchell offered the following resolutions, in reply 
to the several inquiries of the Superintendents : — 
^ . " 1. Resolved, As the sense of this Conference, that 
Kshop Andrew's name stand in the Minutes, Hymn-book^ 
and Discipline, as formerly. 

*« 2. Resolved, That the rule in relation to the support 
bf ft Bishop, and his family, applies to Bishop Andrew. 

*' 3. Resolved, That whether in any, and if any, in what 
work. Bishop Andrew be employed^ is to be determined 
by his own decision and action, in relation to the previous 
action of this Conference in his case.'' 

D. B. RandaU offered an amendment, which was laid on 
the table. 

The yeas and nay^ were ordered. During the call, J. 
G. Dow, F. G. Hibbard, and 6. Smith, ask^ to be ex- 
cused from voting. Conference refused to excuse them. 

The ^«^ resolution was adopted— ayes 155, noes 17. 
. The following are the names of those who voted in the 
affirmative: — 
^rtS** N. Bangs, P. Rice, C. W. Carpenter, G. Peck, L B. 
Stratten, P. P. Sandford, F. Reed, S. D. Ferguson, S. 
Martindale, M. Richardson, D. S. King, G. Pick6ring„ J. 
V ; ' Porter,* M. Hill, Dl B. Randall, J. Hobart, E. Scott, J, 
Perkins, T. Seymour, J. M. Wever, J. Covel, T. Spicer^ 

5. Coleman, J. B, Houghtaling, J. T. Peck, A. D. Peck, 
A. Adams, G. Baker, W. W. Ninde, J. M. Snyder, S. 
Comfort, N. Rounds, D. A. Shepherd, H. L. Row,, E. 
Bowen, D. Holmes, G. FUmore, S. Luckey, A. Steele, 
A. Abell, W. Hosmer, J. B. Alverson, J. S. Steadman, J. 

. Bain, G. W. Clark, J. Robinson, T. GiDodwin, W. Hun- 
" ter, H. J. Clark, S. EUiott, S. Wakefield, J. Drummond, 

6, Elliott, W. IJ. Raper, J. M, Trimble, J. B. Finley^ h. 
L. Hamline, Z. Connell, J. H. Power, A. Poe, E. Yocum^ 
W. Bunnells, 6. Smith, £. Crane, A. Billings, J. Baugh-- 
man, M. Simpson, A. Wiley, E. R. Ames, J. Miller, C. 
W. Ruter, A. Wood, A. Eddy, J. Havens, B. Weed, H* 
W. Reed, J. T. Mitchell, P. Akers, P. Cartwright, J. 
amnpwr, J. Yancleve, N» G. Benyman, W. W. Redman, 
X C\ Berryman, J.^M. Jameson, H. B. Bascom, W. Gw^ 
H. H. Kavanaugh, E. Stevenson, B. T, Crouch, G« W 

• Rovened^ lap vote next day« 
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Bnish, ^ P. S»Tier, S, Pulton, T. StringgeWj R, Pm^ - ¥m% 
J. B. MTenin, A. L. P, Green, T. Madden^ G. 1V. D, 
Harris, S. S. Moody, W. AfMalian, T. Joyner, J. G. 
Parker^ W. P. Ratoliffe, A. UmlGt, U Fowler, J. Clark, 
W. WinaBs, B. M. Drake, J. Lane, G. M. Rogers, W. 
Murrah, J. Boring, G. Garrett, J. HamiltoB, L. Piesce^ 
6. F. Pierce, W. J. Parks, J, W. Glenn, J. E. Evans, A. 
B. Li^gstreet, W. M. Wigbtmaa, C« Betts, S. DunwodTf 
H. a: a Walker, J. Jameson, P. Doub, B. T. 'Blake, X 
Early, L. M. Lee, W. A., Smith, T. Crowder, H. Slicei^ 

A. GriflKh, J. Bewr, K. J. B. Morgan, C, B. Tippett, T. 

B. SaigeBt, J. A. Collins, J. Davis, J- A. Gere, G. HilAt, 
'X P. Dufbin, T. J. Thompson, H. White, I. T. Cooper, 

L. Scott, W. Cooper, I. Winner, J. S, Portey, J. K. Shaw, 
T. Neal, T. Sovc^reign— 155. . 

The following are the names of those who voted in the 
negative: — ^ . . . 

J. Lovejoy, F. Upham, S. Benton, P. Townsend, J. »y j* y 
Porter, {»ee page 118,) P. Crandall, C. Adams, E, Robin* »«"««»^ 
«on, C. W. Morse, H. Nickerson, G. Webber, S. Kell^ 
J. G. Dow, J. gpauldii^ C. D. Gaboon, W. D. Cas^ J. 
Spencer, R. Boyd — ^17. 

A motion to adjoam was made and lost * . . 

The second resolution was read, and the yeas and nays 
were ordered. During the call, £. Robinson objected, (o 
I>eing compelled to vote. A motion was made to excuise / 

him, but was lost. P. G. RU}bard and J. Spaulding asked 
to be excused from f oting. Conference refused to excuse 
them. 

The resolution was adopted— yeas 152, nays 14,. as 
follows: — . . • 

Ykas— N. B'jDgs, P. Rice, C. W. Carpenter, G. Peck, "'•«/» ^ 
J. B. Stratten, P. P. Sandford, F. Reed, S- D. Ferguson, SSto 2w« 
S. MartindaJe, M. Richardson, F. Upham, S. Benton, P. ]Si^^j^^* 
Townsend, J. Porter, D. S. King, P. Crandall, C^ Adams, 
G. Pickering, J. Hobart, H. Nickerson, G. Webber, E? 
Scott, i Perkins^ T. SeymoiH, h Covel, T. Spicer^ S. 
Coleman, J. B. Houghtaling, J. T. Peck, A. D. Peck A^ 
Adams, G. Baker, W, W* Ninde, J. M. Snyder, S. Com- 
fort, D. A. Shepherd, H. F. Row, E. Bowen, G. Filmor^, 
S. Luckey, A. Steele, A. Abell, W. Hosmer, J. B. Alver« 
eon, J. S. Steadman, J. Bain, J. Robinson, W. Hunter, 
H. J. Clark, S. Wakefield, C. Elliott, W. H. Raper, J. M. 
Trimble^ J. B. Finley, L. L. Hamline, Z. Connell, J. Hw 
.Power, A. Poe, E. Yocum, W. Runnells, G. Smith, J& 
Crane, A. Billings, J. Baughman, IVt. Simpson, A. Wiley, 
E.. R. Ames, J. Miller, C. W. Ruter, A. Wood, A. Eddy, 
J. Havens, B. Weed, J. Sinclair, P. Akers, J. Stamper| 
N. 0. Berryman, W. W. Redman, J. C, Berrymaq, J., M. 
Jameson, H. B. Bascom, W. Gumi, Q. H. Ki^vanaugh, Eb 
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i^*- fiterensoh, B. T. Crouch, 6. W. Brash, IT. Fl Sevier, S. 
]^»ttoii, T. Stringfield, R. Paine, J. B. M'Feirin, A. L. R 
' Green, T. Madden, O. W. D. Hams, S. S. Moo^» Vf. 
SPMahan, T. Jojmer, J. C, Parker, W» P. Ratcliffe, A. 
Hunter, L. Foiwier, 1 Clark, W. Winans, 5. M. DrAe, 
j; Luie, 6. M. Rogers, W. Mnrrah, J. Boring, 6. Garret^ 
f. Hamilton, L. Pierce, G. F. Pierce, W. J. Parks, J. W. 
Qlenn, J. E: Erans, A. B. Longstreet, W. Capers, W. M. 
Wig^tman, C. Betts, 8. (Dnnwody, H. A. C. Walker, 1. 
Jameson, P. Doob, B. T. make, J. Early, L. M. Lee^ W. 
A. Smith, T. Crowder, H. Slicer, A, Griffith, J. Bear, N, 
1. B. Morgan, C. B. Tippett, T. B. Sargent, J. A. Col- 
* lins, J. Davis, J. A. Gere, G. Hildt, J. P. Durbin, T. JL 
Thompson, H. White, I. T. Cooper, L. Scott, W. Cooper, 
I. Winner, J. S. Porter, J. K. Shaw^ T. Neal, T. Sove- 
reign — 152. 
''-SL^'iSLSf Nays— J. Lovejoy, M. Hill, E. Robinson, *D- B, Han- 
HSr"^ dall, C. W. Morse, S. Kelly, J. SpauMing, C. D. Gaboon, 
W. D. Cass, D. Hohnes, J. Spencer, S. Elliott, R. BoydC 
J. Dnimmond-~14. 
A motion to adjonm was made and lost. 
Actiott en the The third resolution was read. J. T. Peck offered a 
^ "■^" sobstitute, which, on motion of J. S. Porter, was laid on 
die table. H. Slicer offered a substitute, which, on mo- 
tion of T. Crowder, was laid on the table. J. A. Collins 
iKffered a substitute, which, on motion of J. T. Peck, was 
laid on Ae table. T. Crowder moved the previous ques- 
tion, which prevailed. The yeas and nays were ordered, 
* and the vote taken. 

D. B. Randall, who voted in the negative, asked and 
obtained leave to ehange his vote, not having understood 
die question ; being sick and obliged to be absent ducing 
a part of the discussion. He then voted in the affirma- 
tive. 

The resolution was adopted— ayes 103, noes 67; as 
follows: — 
i^ «• fto Ybas— N. Bangs, P. Rice, G. Peck, J. B. Stratten, 
S5? *•***■ P. P. Sandfdrd, F. Reed, S. D. Ferguson, S. Martindale, 
M. Richardson, J. Lovejoy, F. Upham, S. Benton, P. 
Townsend, J. Porter, D. S. King, P. Crandall, C. Adams, 
O. Picketing, M. Hill, E. Robinson, D. B. Randall, C. 
W. Morse, J. Hobart, H. Nickerson, G. Webber, ?!. 
Scot(, S. Qiamberlin, S. Kelly, J. Perkins, J. Spaddit^, 
C. D. Cahoon, W. D. Cass, T. Seymour, J. Covel, T. 
Spicer, S. Coleman, J. B. Houghtaling, J. T. Peck, A. D* 
Peck, A. Adams, G. Baker, W. W. Ninde, J. M. Snyder, 
S. Comfort, N. Rounds, D. A. Shepherd, H. P. iRow, E. 
Bowen, D. Holmes, G. Filmore, S. Lwckey, A. Steele, F. 
0;. Hibbard, A. Abell, W. Hosmer, J. B, Alverson, J. S- 
Steadman, J. Bain, G. W. Clarke, J. Robinson, T. Good- 



win, W. Himter, BE/ J: tjlaik, J. Spencer, S. ElHott, 81 *»^* 
Wakefield, J Drnmm(Hid, 0. Elliott, W. H. Kaper, J. H. 
iTrimble, J. B. FMey, L. L. Hamlihe, Z. Connell, J. H; 
Poorer, A. Poe, E. Yocum, W. Runnells, E. Crane, A. 
Billings, J. A. Baughmaiij M. Simpson, A. Wiley, E. B. 
Ames, J. Miller, C. W. Rnter, A. Wood, A. Eddy, J. 
Havens, B. Weed, H. W. Reed, J. T. Mitcliell, P. Akers, 
P. Cartwright, A. Griffith, J. Bear, N. J. B. Mown, J. 

A. Collins, J. Davis, J. P. Dnrbin, L. Scott, I. Winnefi 
J, S. Porter, J. K. Shaw— 103. . * 

'■ Nays— O. W. Carpenter, J. 6. Dow, R, Boyd, G. 'SSUJ* *^ 
Sniith, J. Stamper, J. Tancleve, N. G. B^iyman, W. W. tjon. 
Redman, J. C. Berryman, J. M. Jameson, H. B. Bascom, 
W, Gunn, H. H. Kavanaugh, E. Stevenson, B. T. Crouch, . 
G. B. Brush, E. P. Sevier, S. Patton, T. Stringfield, R. 
Paine, J. B. MTerrin, A. L. P. Green, T. Madden, G. W. 
D. Harris, S. S. Moody, W. M'Mahan, T. Joyner, J.C; 
Parker, W. P. Ratcliffe, A. Hraiter, L. Fowler, W. Winans, 

B. M. Drake, J. Lane, G. M. Rogers, W. Murrah, J. Bo« 
ting, G. Garrett, J. Hamilton, L. Fierce, 6. F. Piwce, W, 
J. Parks, J. W. Glenn, J. E.Evans, A. B. Longstreet, W. 
Capers, W. M. Wightman, C. Betls, S. Pahwody, H. A. 

C. Walker, P. Doub, B. T. Blake, J. Early, L. M. Lee. 
W. A. Smith, T. Crowder, H. Slicer, C. B. Tippett, T, 
B. Sargent, J. A. Gere, G. Hildt, T. J. Thompson, H. 
White, I. T. Cooper, W. Cooper, T. Neai, T. Sovereign 
—67. 

A motion was made to adjonm, which did not prevail. .' 
On motion of L. Scott, Conference took n^ the resolii^^ 
tion laid on the table this aftemooik for the purpose of re- 
ceiving a communicadon from the Bishops. T. Crowdet 
mov6d to lay the resolution on the table : lost. E. Robinson 
move^ the previous Question, which was not sustained. 
A motion was made oy J. A. Collins to adjourn, which 
prevailed, and the Conference adjourned with the benedic- 
tion by Bishop Morris. 

FRIDAY MORNING. JUNE 7. 

Conference met at half-past eigbt o^clock, and was^ 
opened with appropriate religious exercises by brothex* 
Finley. Bishop Soule in the chair.- 

The journal of yesterday was read and corrected. 

J. Porter, on leave, changed his vote on the first reso^ J.fwiw^ ro 
lution to nay. jwrimiv 

The Committee on Episcopacy presented their final re- . • 

port, which was adopted, and reacb as follows ir— ^ 

'^ The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to report' fintiygort < 
finally : That owing to the ^ant of time and opportunity' ■^•■^^'p**^- 
to come to a conclusion as to the addition which should** 
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^">^ ^ be made* to strengthen the^ "Evincopacj^ihe committee have 
not iLrrived at any conclusion, and therefore ask to be 
released from any further action on the subject referred 
to them. 

** Robert Painx, Chairman" 

<^2*to6^ R. Paine, in behalf of the Committee of Nine on the 
itere to sH in declaration of the members from the slaveholding states. 
Com hoan. asked for and obtained leave to retire and sit during the 
Conference. 

J. Early, in behalf of the southern delegation, asked 
that A. B. Longstreet be added to the Committee of Nine» 
On motion. Conference refused to grant the request. 
c^buMm ot The delegates reported the following persons as the 
Confeieoce to committee to collect materials for the history of the Me- 
^^SSSlt ^ thodist Episcopal Church, and memoirs of the Bishope 
toiiaifl for hit- and Other ministers :-^ 

SSr^Ste.^* jVfiMvForjfe—N. Bangs. ProtaVfenci^— B.Otheman. iVw- 
BngUmd-^B. S. King. Afoiic— M. Hill. New-Han^ 
*^e-—E. Scott, Vermont — J. 6. DoWi Trpy — ^Tobias 
^icer. Black River-^Vl. W. Ninde. Oneida— D, 
Qolraes, Jr. Genesee — Israel Chamberl^yne. Pittsburg 
—J. L, Reed, Oifdo^J, B. Pinley. North OAfo— Adam 
Poe. Michigan — A.Billings.. Indiana — A.Wiley. North 
Indiana — M. Simpson. Black River — B. T. Kavanaugh. 
Jowa — H. W. Reed. Erie — ^T. Goodwin. Illinois — J. 
Vancleve. Missouri — W. W. Redman. Indian Mission 
Conference — J. C. Berryman. Kentucky — ^H. B. Bascom, 
Hotston-r^, R. M'Annally. Tennessee — A. L. P. Green. 
. Memphis — W. M'Mahan. Arkansas— 5. Harrell. East 
Texftsr-^h, Fowler. West Teopas—C Richardson. Mis- 
sisswpi — B.M.Drake. Alabama — E. Heam. Georgia — 
G, F. Pierce. Florida— T. C. Benning. South Carolina 
— W. M. Wightman. North Carolina— B. T. Blake. 
Virginia — L^ M. Lee. Baltimore — ^R. Emory. PhiladeU 
pAwH-L. Scott. New'Jersey — ^J. S. Porter. 

S. Luckey offered the following resolution, which was 

^^ adopted : — 

^dSJdtofpS "Resolved, That that portion of the Journal creating 

odicaia, *c. the cmjamittee just announced be printed in a circular fo^ lA 

with the names of the committee and the Conferences to 

which they belong respectively, and forwarded to them, 

and that it be published once a quarter for two successive' 

*.C4 , . ' : J^^'s m the newspaper periodicals of our church." 

L, scelM Ni»> The order of the day (L. Scott's resolution yesterday) 

^^'^^in^l^J was taken up, P. Crandall moved to amend by striking 

•Bd adopted. ' out "to-morrow," i^nd inserting " to-day :" admitted by the 

j^ .. . _ -t mover. B. Weed moved to amend by striking but •• ten 

b'^elock," and inserting " half-past three o'clock this after- 

^on," W. Winans moved the previous question, wbi^cb. 



being raitaiaed, ^^ aQsendmem and rei^luitiaii ir#it ^m^ 
adopted. (See joonial of jroslerday, page 1 17 A 

L Jbnmvaoni 'moved to take up the report, Wo. 1, of ^^»coSittto« 
the Oommittee on Slavery. A motion to lay the resolu* cm sisv«jT 
tion on the table was Iq^t. The report was taken up. J, JJSeJP "** 
Drumpaond moved the previous question, which wassust. 
talned. On motion Coaference ordered ^e yeas and! nay^ 
which being taken, the resolution was adopted— «yes 115| unu, 
noes 40. The report reads as follows :— ? 

^* The Committee on Slavery, afiier due dejiberationi 
beg leave to present the following resolution to the, Gen- 
ersd Conference for adoption, as their report in part : 

" Resolved, That the resolutions passed at the last 6ei|* 'SSrodtesS 
eral Conference, of 1840, on the subject of the te^timony many rwHaA- 
of coloured persons in church trials, be and the same jbx^ ^ 
hereby rescinded. 

'V£espectfully, submitted, 

'* G^QRQE Peck, CAoifBian.'' 

TiAS— N. Bangs, P. Rice, C W. Carpenter, G, Peck, ^^Jjj^ £; 
J. B. Stratten, P. P. Sandford, F. Reed, S. D. Ferguson, KMote^ji or 
S. Martindale, M. Richardson, J. Lovejoy, F. Upham, S. ^ *V^5^ 
Benton, P. Townsend, J. Porter, D. S. King, P. Crandall, Pjw^ tn 
Cv Adams, Gi Pickering, M. Hill, E. Robinson, D. B. Ran- "^^ W^-^ 
dall, C. M. Morse, J. Hobart, H. Nickerson, G. Webber, 
E- Scptt, S. Kelly, J. Perkins, J. G. Dow, J. Spauldin^g, C, 

D. Cahoon, W. D. Cass, T. Seymour^ J. M. Wever, J. 
Covel, T. Spicer, S. Coleman, J. B. Houghtaling, J- T. 
Peck, A. D. Peck, A. Adams, G. Baker, W. W. Ninde, J\ 
M. Snyder, S. Comfort, N. Bounds, D. A. Shepherd, H. P, 
Row, E. Bowen, D. Holmes, G. Filmore, S.. Luckey, A. 
Steele,. F, G, Hibbard, S. Seager, A. Abell^ W.Hoamer, J. 
B* Alverson, J. J. Steadman, J'. Bain, G. W. Clark, J. 
Robinson, T. Goodwin, W. Hunter, H. J. Clark, J. Spei^ 
cer, S. Elliott, B. Boyd, S. Wakefield, J. Drummond, C, 
Elliott, W.H. Raper; E.W.Sehon,X M.Trimble, J. B. Fin- 
ley, L. L. Hamline, Z. Connell, J. Ferree, E. Thompson, J., 
H. Power, A. Poe, JE. Yocum, W. Rpnnellsi G, Smith, 

E. Crane, A. Billings, J. A. Baughman, M. Simpson, At 
Wiley, E. R. Ames, J, Miller, C. W. Ruter, A. Wood, A* 
Eddy, J. Havens,, B. Weed, J. Sinclair, H. W. Reed, J.. 
T. Mitchell, P^ Cartwright, J. Vancleve, N. G. Berryman, 
W. Gunn, L. Fowler, J. Clark, B. M. Drake, H. Slicer, A, 
Griffith, J. Bear, N. J. B. Morgan, C. B. Tippett, T. B^ 
Sargent, J. A. Collins, J. Davi6, J. A- Gere, G. HUdt, J, P, 
Durbin, T. J, Thompson, H. White, L. Scott, W. Cpope?", 
I. Winner, J. S. Porter, J. K. Shaw, T. Neal, T. Sove- 
reign— 115. > NWi «l !•• 

, NAys— J. Stamper, W. W. Redman, J. C. Benypaan, J^g*}^^ 
T.IJL Jameson, H,B. Bascom, H. H. Kayanaugh, E* nyi 



iteHiY. 8i«pliemB0ii, B. T. Crooeb, G. W. Bnisli, E. F. SMer, 
S. Patton, T. StriogfieM, R. Paine, J. B. M'Fjenrin, A. L. 
P. GSreen, T. Madden, <?. W. D. Hani8,S. S. Moody, W. 
MMahdii, T. Joyner, J. C. Paiker, W. P. RatcHffe, A. 
... Itunter, W. Winana, J. Lane, G. W. Rogers, W. Muirah, J. 
Boring, 6. Garrett, J. Hamilton, L. Pierce, G. F. Pierce, W. 
J. Pariis, J. W. Glenn, J. E. £yan8, A. B. Longstreet, W. 
Capers, W. M. Wightman, C. Betts, S. Dunwody^ H. A. 
C. Walker, J. Jameson, P. Doub, B. T, Blake, J. Early, 
L. M. Le0i W. A. Smith, T. Crowder— 40. 

J. B. M'Ferrin offered the following resolntibn :— 

^* Resolved, That the chairman of the Committee on 
Slareiy be instructed to append to the report jost adopted, 
the resolutions passed by Uie General Conference of 1840. 
which have just been rescinded." 

The resolutions referred to are as follows : — 
I. A. Fmr*! le- " Resolved, That it is inexpedient and unjustifiable for 
cS^Sd traS ^y P^^cher among us to permit coloured perscms to 'give 
nDQj. testimony against white persons, in any state where diey 

^e denied that privilege in trials at law.** 

fibbim SmO^^ "1. Resolved, That in the decision of this Conference 

^S?tSffi<^ in the case of the appeal of the Rev. Silas Comfort, it is 

g coiDBwd not intended to express or imply that the testimony ^ 

"""^ coloured persons against white persons, in church trials, 

is either expedient or justifiable in any of the slavehold- 

ing states or territories where the civil laws prohibit such 

testimony in trials at law. 

*^ 2. Resolved, That it is not the intention of this Con- 
ference, in the adoption of the resolution of the Rev. Ignja- 
tius A. Few, of Georgia, in regard to the admission of 
the testimony o( coloured persons, to prohibit such testi* 
numy in church trials in any of the states or territories 
where it is the established usage of the church to admit, 
and where, in the judgment of the constitutional judi* 
eateries of the church, such testimony may be admitted 
trith safety to the peace of society, and the best interesta 
of aD concerned. 

*^ 3. Resolved, That it is not the intention of this Coa* 
ference, in either of the above cases, or in any adtion had 
by this body, to express or imply any distrust or want of 
confidence in the Christian piety pr integrity of th^ nuntie* 
rous body of coloured members under our pastoral care, 
to whom we are Iwund l^ the bonds of the gospel of 
Ciirist, and for whose spiritual and eternal interests, to- 
gether with an our fellow-men of every colourjmd in every 
relation and condition in life, we willnever cease to labour.* 

L. Scott offered the following resolution, which was laid 
' on the table : — 

'' Resolved, That it/ is the sense of this Conference, 
that the church nbw stands in relation to the testimony 
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fit coloured p^nons. as it did before tlie (^eperal Ooafaf- imif- 
enc^ of 1840.*' 

J. S. Porter offered die following resolution, which wss 
adopted:— 

" Whereas, by a former action of this Conference, the ^SJk*"*^S^ 
Book Committee at New-Tork and Cincinnati are to con* mitteet Uto' 
sist, in part, each of six trayelling ministers, to be elected ^^'^'^ 
as follows, to wit : that at New- York, two mem1>era by th(e 
New-Tork Conference, two by the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, and two by the New-Jersey Confeitence ; and 
that at Cincinnati^ two by the Ohio, two by the Kentucky, 
«nd two by the Indiana Conference ; and whereas the 
Philadelphia, New-Jersey, Ohio, Kentocky, and Indiana 
Conferences will not meet, some of them|. for nearly a 
jrear to come; therefore 

'* Resolved, That the delegations of those several Coj»- 
ferences be authorized to appoint those members of those 
committees to serve until the next meetiag of those Cof^ 
ferences severally.'' 

J. 6. Dow offered the following resokiticm, whicli W9s 
adopted :— ^ 

'< Resolved, That the New-Hampshire and Vermont i^^^^^l^;^ 
Conferences be allowed to meet together at their next '"^ 'f— «-* 
session." 

. P. P. Sandford offered the following resolution, whii^ 
was adopted : — / ' 

" Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish ^^J^JNy 
bishop Andrew with a copy of all the proceedings of dps ^cmSS 
Conference in his case. " P. P. Sandfobo, , fe-Anta 

** A. B. LONOSTAEBT-'' < 

^ John Clark, on leave of the Conference, recorded hu Jga^Cteitt 
TOte^ on the second and third resolutions offered by J* T. ""*" 
Mitchell yesterday, voting on both in the affirmative. , 
, On motion of S. Martindale, the report of the Commit- 
tee on a uniform Course of Study for candidates fi^ 
'deacon's and elder^s orders was taken up. The report 
and resolutions were adopted, and read as follows :-*• . 

" The committee tp whom was referred a resdulion of 
this Conference respecting a uniform course of study i^r 
candidates for deacon'^ and elder's ordem in the traveling 
ministry have had the subject under consideration. They 
£nd much difficulty in settUng upon such a course as would 
be open to no objectio.ns from any section of the wide^- 
extended itinerant field. They can hardly hope to hoimo- 
-niae the views of all the Annual Conferences on so impor- 
tant and at the same time so difficult a subjects This 
jtiqwevesr, aflter mature deliberation, they hope maybe done 
in the ad<^on of the following resolutions :-^ 

"1. Resolved, Tin* the. words, /or of a iCdPMWnie 
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hhmt. wMdh tiiey xAky appoint at each Annual Conference/ be 
stricken out of ans. 3 to quest. 9, page 36 ; and that the 
words, 'for tlie term of four years/ Be inserted immedi- 
ately after the words, * candidates for the ministry;' and the 

*! woids, ' ordained deacon Or elder,' be also inserted immedi- 

ately after the words 'received into full connection,' page 37. 

* The paragraph as amended will then read :— * It shall be 

the duty of the Bishops to point out a course of. reading 
and study proper to be pursued by candidates for the mia- 
^stry fbr Ae, term of four years ; and the Presiding Elder, 
whenever such are presented to him, shall direct them to 
^ose studies which have been thus recommended. And 
^ before any such dandidate is received into full connectioi^ 
or ordained deacon or elder, he ishall give satisfactory evi- 
dence respecting his knowledge of those particular siibjecte 
which have been recommended to his consideration.' 
' "2. Resblved, That the Bishops be and hereby are 
i^pectfully requeisted to prepare such course of study as 
soon as practicable, and that the same be published by the 
Book Agents. Respectfully submitted, 

" S. .Martinda^e, Chairman. 

;' / ^^NetD-tork, May 16, IS4A.^ 

5. Martindale moved to take up the report of the Com- 
mittee on a Course of Study for Licentiates. This motioii 
was laid on the table, 

:|u^^ieMk ' On motion of J. Early thd balance of report No. 4 of 

'■ aSSS^' ^he Committee on the Book Concern was taken up. The 

*' ' ^6can<f section was adopted. The ^A section was read. 

H. Slicer moved to amend it by striking out the word 

•• not :" lost. The section was adopted. The sixth sec- 

"'* ;. \ tion was adopted. The seventh section wad read, and J. 

H. Power moved to amend by striking out the word ** not :" 

lost. The section was adopted. 

P. tJpham moved, that When we adjourn, we adjourn to 
itteet again at half-past three o'clock ; carried. 

The eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, snd tStrteen^ 
sections were adopted. 

6. Smith offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted:— i 

'jkm MvWtii '^Resolved, That the seventh item be referred to the 
!: oSSrlsjS^- ;^orth Ohio Conference, and that the Book Agents atCin- 
' «i^, 'Cfnnati be instructed 'to release C. Waddle from the claim, 

'"^ i^l ' tf recommended by the North Ohio Coriferetice.'* 

" 'The sections adopted re^ as follow 8 :-— ' . 
Og» toRiri^ * "^' Yotnr committee further report that they have had 
3Sj^afmtS! ' iinder consideration the appliciation of the editorial depart- 
ment 'of the Richmond Christian Advocate for rfilief from 
the Book t^oncernj and hitVe agreed to tecornGhf^i^d to the 
-GetMPral Cdnforence -to grant $2500. "^ '^ - 
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'^ 5. A coinmuid€a^oii was received ffodn J. W. Osbom, l\nie r. 
Eskihff the remission of a debt due the Book Gonceni; ^JL^SH^^'^ 
Kequest not granted. gnntad. 

" 6. Rev. Jacob Youngs of the Ohio Conferenee, pray- Jacob Yovatn- 
Ing to be released from two claims of the Book Ccmcem, i«w^. 
which he says he ought not in justice to pay. After mature 
consideration the committee recommend that his request 
1^ granted. 

; *< 8. J. Scotford prays to be released from a claidi of j.joa«fi0rd n 
the Book Concern. This case was well examined^ anS 
the committee agreed to recommend that his request' be 
granted. 

/*9. In accordance with the advice of the MenpUB T. o. luig ve- 
t^onfereHce, your committee recommend that the claim of ^•■■^ 
the Book Concern against T. 0. Ellis be remitted by the 
General Conference. v^ 

<< 10. A. H. Shanks' petition to be released from a debt ^H^Jgff> 
due the Book Concern. Request not granted. 

" 11. Jo^ Peak to be released fwto a like debt. Not 'iS^.** ^ 
granted. 

%''12. P. D. Horton, who made a like request. Informa- F. D^^jfoito ii 
tion not being satisfactory to the committee, his request "?* "^••■^ 
was not granted. 

** 13. Request of the Philadelphia Conference to release laMow m- 7. 
the widow of Rev. John Quimby from a debt due die JJ*"**'"**^ 
Book Concern. Granted.* 

G. F. Pierce offered the fidlo wing resolution, which was 
adopted :--'> Fbur livudred 

« Resolved, That ehe sum of $400, paid by Dr. Cap«i« Jd^wDSSS*" 
to the Book Concern in 1828, be refunded." ' Cipw. 

S. Patton offered the following resolution :-^ om hundnd 

« Resolved, That Hie cmm of $110, paid by E. F. St- StoSSdtol? 
▼ieif to the Book Concern in 1829, be refunded." v. Sevtor 

A motion was made to extend the time until the xesolu- 
tion shall be disposed of: this was carried, and the reso- 
lution was adopted. 

The Conference was dismissed with the benediction by 
'Bishop Souie. : . t 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 7, 

Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at half-prist ' 
'three o'clock. Bishop Hedding in the chair, and was opened 
.with the usual religious exercises by brother Wever. 
" The journal of the motning was r^ad, and approved. 

J. T. Peck moved to suspend thfe rule, that the special 
order, the election resolved on this morning, might be 
'liad: the motion failed. ... 

The ch{^r called for reports from standing and sdkict KapocticdM 
conimittees. **• 
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R» Paiiie, cl>»inftaii of the seleoi cwwittfw of.iney 
on ihe declamticm presented on Wednesday, bxooght in « 
report, which was read, and, cm motioBi ^lud on the tabto 
fer the) present. 

J. Early, in behalf of the delegates of the Conference 
IB the slayeholding states, <m leave, laid on the table die 
Protest read to the Conference on Thursday, with the 
names affixed. The names were read. (The Protest, 
with the signatures, will be. fonnd in the Appendix, 
Doc. H.) 
' The Conferwce then, on motian, prpceeded to the 
special order, the elections ordered by resolution this 
morning. 

The chair was requested to appoint tellers ; and he 
nominated C. B. Tippett, 6. Filaunre, and O. F. Pierce* 

On motion of B. Weed, Conference resoWed to proceed 
in their elections. in the following order :«^ 

1. Two Bishops. 

It, Book Agents «t,New-Tork ksA CincinBati. 

3. Editors of Quarterly Reyiew and Ladies' Repoaitotjr. 

4. Missionary Secretary. 

^. Editors of the various Advocates, 

6. Editor of Sunday-School periodicals and books. 

The election then proceeded. On counting the votes 
east in the first haQot, it was asoertained that no one hn^ 
received a majority of all the votes. The chaii thereiote 
enneun^ed .tha;t there w:as no choice4 

On counting the votes in the second ballotting, it appeared 
:Am^ theie was a larger number of votes than mem&rs of 
Conference. On motion the roll of the Conference was 
called, and it was ascertained that S. Chamberlin, J. Per- 
see, and W. Patton were absent ; end therefore 177 was 
the higheBt number ef legal votes that could be given. 
• ; W. Gupers moved, tlni;t the Conference, by a rising 
nete, cOnfom the election of Ed^innd S. Janes. On this 
motion the previous question was moved, but not Tsue- 
Aained/ 

The chair pronounced the election of E. 3* Janes and 
L. L. Hamline void, on account of the illegal votes cast, 
and directe4 another ballotting. 

Prior to th6 tUrd ballotting, . the Secretaries were (»> 
,4M^d to 'Call the list; and each man, as his name was 
t,ealM, was directed to com^ up, anji deposit his vote for 
two 'Biaht'ps. . 

Bjuring this bidbt two. tickets were found together, and 

ioardered to be reserved until the tickets were counted. 

. When the count was completed, it was ascertained that 

there were 177 tickets without them, and they were cast 



On this ballot 177 votes were cast; and LeonidsA L. 
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Haodind receired 102, and Edmund S. Janes 99 votes, Jw^f- 
wtiich being a majority of the whole, they were declared ^^SjiSta 
to.be duly electctd Superintendents, or Bishops of the Me- ei«;t»d ' 
thodist Episcopal Church. 

A motion was made to adjourn to meet again at half- 
paat eight o'clock this evening. J. E. Collins moved to 
amend this by striking out '< this evening," and inserting 
^' jto-morrow morning.'* A motion to lay this amendment 
on' the^ table was lost. The amendment prevailed, and 
Conference adjourned with the benediction, by brother 
Tippett. 

SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 8. '?•»•«• 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock. Bishop 
Waugh in the chair, and was opened by brother Parks. 

The journal of yesterday afternoon was read, and ap- 
proved. 

N. Bangs, in behalf of the Committee on Missicms, Muia^en oi 
poresented a report from the Board of Managers of the de^^eur. 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Churoh, 
containing resolutions of concurrence in the alterations 
of -the Constitution of the society, recommended by this 
Conference, It was read, and, on motion of N. Bangs, 
the Conference adopted the Constitution of the Missionary 
Society, as amended by the several recommendations of 
the Bc«Td and tho Conference. 

A, L. P. Green, in behalf of the select committee of ^JjgJJ^SIS 
five, to devise plans for raising funds for missionary pur* !^\ak^ i^ 
poses, presented a report, wUch was read^ and laid on ^oi^ymdB. 
the table under the rule. 

L. Ki. Lee presented a report of the Committee on the Reporton chw- 
Chartered Fund, which, on motion, was adopted ;— ^^^ ^^^' 

''The Committee on the Chartered Fund have had 
nnder consideration the communication of the Rev. John 
A. Gere, in relation to a legacy left to the Chartered 
Fund by the Rev. Thomas Keys, of Jefferson connty, 
Virginia^ and beg leave to recommend that the whole 
snbject be referred to the trustees of said fund, with au- 
thority to take the necessary steps to realize the benefits 
of the legacy. 

" Respectfully suhmittedt 

*< L. M. Lee, Chmrman. 

"•A«iw7, 1844." 

N. Bangs presented a report from the select committee 
on the Sabbath, which, with the resolutions, was adopted. 
Hie resolutions read as follows : — 

"1. Resolved, by the dielegatea of the several Annual 
Conferences in General Confereuoe aas^nblodi Thai it b# 

I 
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Juaefi. earnestly recommended U> all our preachers and peo]^e 
^SoGSoM on ** J^ '^•*® *^®^^ ^^ exertions to promote the due obserFance 
tbeSabbetb. of the holy Sabbath, by co-operating with the various 
associations that have been formed for this purpose. 

*' 2. Resolved, That it be the du^ of all our preachers 
to enforce frequently from the pulfnt the divine obligation 
/ which all are under to keep the Sabbath day holy ; being 

fully convinced,, that were this precept blotted from the 
decalogue, and m^ left without the restraints nihicH^ it 
imposes, religion (and of course morality) would cease to 
exert their saving and hallowed influences." 

On motion of R. Paine, the special order of the day 
was dispensed with, and the report of the select commit^ 
tee of nine, on the declaration of fifty-one brethren from 
the Southern Conferences, was taken up. The report 
was read again. 

On motion, C. B. Tippett had leave of absence, if he 
judge it necessary to go home, as He had received infor- 
mation of the illness of one of his children. 

C. £llit>tt moved the adoption of the report of the com- 
mittee of nine. The first resolution was read. The rule 
was suspended, to allow P. Cartwright to extend his 
remarks. On the first resolution the previous question 
was moved, and the call was sustained. The yeas and 
nays were ordered and taken : — 

Yeas— N. Bangs; P. Rice, G. Peck, J. B. Stratten, F. 
Reed, S. D. Ferguson, M. Richardson, F. Upham, P. 
Townsend, J. Porter, D. S. King, P. Crandall, C. Adams, 
G. Pickering, M. Hill, E. Robinson, D, B, Randall, C. 
W. Morse, E. Scott, S. Kelly, J. Perkins, J. G. Dow, J, 
Spaulding, C. D. Gaboon, W. D. Cass, T. Seymour, J. 
^f . Wever, Ji Covel, T. Spicer, S. Coleman, J. B. Hough- 
taling, J. T. Peck, A. Adams, G. Baker, W. W. Ninde, 
N. Rounds, D. A. Shepherd, E. Bowen, G. Filmore, S. 
Luckey, A. Steele, F. G. Hibbard, S. Seager, A. Abell, 
W. Hosmer, J. B. Alverson, J. J. Stea^nan, G. W. 
Clark, J. Robinson, T. Goodwin, W. Hunter, H. J. 
Clark, J. Spencer, S. Elliott, R. Boyd, S. Wakefield, C» 
Elliott, W. H. Raper, J. M. Trimble, J. B. Finley, Z. 
Connell, J. Ferree, E. Thompson, E. Yocum, W. Run* 
nells, G. Smith, A. Billings, J. A. Baughman, M. Simp* 
son, A. Wiley, E. R. Ames, C. W. Ruter, A. Wood, A. 
Eddy, B. Weed, J. Sinclair, H. W. Reed, J. T. MitcheU, 
P. Akers, J. Stamper, J. Vancleve, N. G. Berryman, W. 
W. Redman, J. C. Berryman, J. M.Jameson, H.B. Bascom, 
W. Gunn, H. H. Kavanaug^, E. Stevenson, B. T. Crouch, 
G. W. Brush, E. F. Sevier, S. Patton, T. Stringfield, R. 
Paine, J. B. MTerrin, A. L. P. Green, T. Madden, G. W. 
D. Harris, S. S. Moody, T. Joyner, J. C. Parker, W. P. 
Ratcliffe, A. Hunter, L. Fowler, J. Clark, W. Winaos, 
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B. M. Drate, J. Laii«, G, M. Rogers, W. Munrah, h '«»•«• 

Boring, 6. Garrett, J. Hamilton, L. Pierce, G. F. Pierce, 

W. J. Park$, J. W. Glenn, J. E. Evans, A. B. Longstreet, 

W, Capers, ^, M. Wightman, C. Betta, S. Dnnwody, H. 

A. C. Walker, J. Jameson, P. Doub, B. T. Blake, J. Early, 

L. M. Lee, W. A. Smith, T. Growder,H. Slicer, N. J. B, , 

Morgan, C. B. Tippett, T. B. Sargent, J. A. Collins, J- 

Dayis, J.^ A. Gere, J. P. Durbin, T. J. Thompson, H, 

White, I. T. Coq>er, L. Scott, W. Cooper, J. S. Porter, 

T. Neal, T. Sovereign— 147. ^ 

Nays— P. P. Sandford, S. Martindale, J. Lotejoy, S. Nay^ 
Benton, J. Hobart, H. Nickerson, G. Webber, S. Cole- 
nan, A. D, Peck, J. M. Snyder, S. Comfort, H. F. Row, 
D. Holmes, J. Bain, J. Drummond, J.-H. Power, A. Poe, 
P. Cartwright, A. Griffith, J. Bear, G. Hildt, J. K, 
Shaw— 22. 

On motion of R. Paine, the vote by yeas and nays was v««e recond- 
reconsidered. On further motion, the resolution was ^SStSm^^ 
amended, by striking out the words, " delegates from the," amended. 
find inserting '* annual." The discussion was resumed on 
the amended resolution. 

On motion, it was resolved to meet again at half-past 
three o'clock this afternoon. 

The previous question was moved on the amended ^jJJSS^****** 
resolution, and the call was sustained, and the resolution 
adopted, by one hundred and thirty-five affirmative to 
eighteen negative votes. 

Ybas— N. Bangs, P. Rice, G. Peck, S. D. Ferguson, ^^,^.** 
M. Richardson, F. Upham, P. Townsend, L Porter, D. S, 
King, P. Crandall, C. Adams, G. Pickering, M. Hill, E. 
Robinson, D. B. Randall, C, W. Morse, G. Webber, E. 
Scott, S. Kelley, J. Perkins, J. G. Dow, J. Spaulding, C. 
D. Gaboon, W. D, Cass, T. Seymour, J. M. Wever, J. 
Covel, T. Spicer, S. Coleman, J. B. Houghtaling, J. T. 
Peck, A. Adams, G. Baker, W. W. Ninde, N. Rounds, D. 
A. Shepheid, E. Bowen, G. Filmore, S. Luckey, F. G. 
Hibbard, S. Seager, A. Abell, W. Hosmery J. B. Alver- 
son, J. J. Steadman, G. W. Clark, J. Robinson, W. 
Hunter, H. J. Claris, J. Spencer, S. Elliott, R. Boyd, J. 
Drummond, C. Elliott, W. H. Rapcr, E. W. Sehon, J. M. 
Trimble, J. B. Finley, Z. Connell, E. Thompson, E. 
Yocnm, W. RunnelU, G. Smith, A. Billings, J. Baugh- 
man, M. Simpson, A. Wiley, E. R. Ames, C. W. Ruter, 
A, Wood, A. Eddy, B. Weed, J. Sinclair, H. W. Reed, 
.J. T, Mitchell, P. Akors, J. Stamper, J. Vandeve, N. 
G. Berryman, W, W. Redman, H. Berryman, J. M. Jame- 
son, H. B. Bascom, W. Gunn, H. H.. Kavanaugh, E. Ste- 
venson, B. T. Crouch, G. W. Brush, E. T. Sevier, S. 
Patton, Tf Stringfield, R. Paine, J. B. M'Ferrin, A. L. P. 
Green, T. Madden, G. W. Harris, S. S. Moody, W. 
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-Joned; M'M«ban, T. Joyner, J. C. Parker, W. P. Ratclifie, A. 
HMirtcr, L. Fowler, J. Clark, W. Wkians, B. M. Drake^ 
J. Lane, G^ M. Rogers, W, Mumh, J. Boring, 6. Garrett, 
J. Hamiltoii, L. Pierce, G. F. Pierce, W, J. Parka, J. W. 
Glen% J. £. Evans, A. B. Longstxeef, W. Capers, W. 
M. Wightman, C. Beits, S. Dunwbdy, R A. C. Walkor, 
J. Jameson, P. Doub, B. T. Blake, J. Early, L, M. Lee, 
W, A. Smith, T. Crowder, H. Slicer, N. J. B. Morgan, 
C. B. Tippett, T. B. Sargent, J. A. CoUins, J. Davis, J. 
A. Gere, G. HiHt, J. P. Durbin, T, J. Thompson, H. 
White, I. T. Cooper, L. Scott, W. Cooper, J. S. Porter, 
T. Neal, T. Sovereign— 135. 
ifqrB^ ^Js^ Nats — ^P. P. Sai^ford, S. Martindale, J. Lovefoy, S, 
Benton, J. Hobart, H. Nickerson, A^ D. Peck, J. M. Sny- 
der, H. F. Row, D. Holmes, J. B. Power, A. Pee, P. 
Cartwright, A. Griffith, J. Bear— IS. 

On the second resolution, J. T. Mitchdl moved to amend 
by inserting, ^and private membera." The amendment 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of J. A. Collins, the session was prolonged 
fifteen minutes. 
Second lmoh^ The second resolution was adopted by one knndred 
and thirty-nine affirmative to seventeen negative votes. 
A motion to adjourn was lost. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the third resohitioih 
The previous question was moved, and the call sus-^ 
tained. 

The session was farther polonged until the call of the 
roll was completed, and the vote finished. 
- The third resolution was adopted by one Irandred and 
forty-seven yeas to twelve nays. 
Teasjm thw Ybas — ^N. Bangs, P. Rice, G. Peck, S. D* Fergoson, 
..i-«^« . ^ Richardson, F. Upham, P. Townsend, J. Porter, D. S, 
King, P. Crandall, C. Adams, G. Pickering, M. Hill, E, 
Robinson, D- B. Randall, C. W. Morse, G. Webber, E. 
Seott, S. Kelly, J. Perkins, J. G. Dow, C. D. Cahoon, 
W. D. Cass, T. Seymour, J. M. Wever, J. Covel, T. 
Spicer, S. Coleman, J. B. Honghtaling, J. T. Peck, A. 
Adams, G. Baker, W. W. Nindte, -N. Roun^, D. A. 
Shepherd, E. Bo wen, G. Filmore, S. Luckey, F. G. Hib- 
bard, S. Seager, A. Abell, W. Hosmer, 1. B. Alverson/ 
J. y Steadman, G. W. Clark, J. Robinson^ W. Hunter, 
H* J. Clark, J. Spencer, S. Elliott, R. B(^d, J. DnuH 
mood, C. Elliott, W. H. Raper, E. W. Sdion, J. M. Trii»- 
ble; J. 6. Finley, Z. Connefl, £. Thompson, £. Yocum, 
W. Rramells, G. Smith, A. Billings, J. A. Baughmao, M. 
Simpson, A. Wiley, £. R. Ames, C. W. Ruter, A. Wood, 
A. Eddy, B. Weed, J* Sinclair, H. W. Reed, J. T. Mjick- 
oH, P. Akers, J. Stamper, J. Yancleve, N. G. ^rrymau, 
W. W' Redman, J. C. Berryman, J. M. JaflMsoq, H. B. 
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Bmcohi, W. GUMA, H. H. Kti^aaaugb, £. StdT^nsdil, ft. Ji^k 
T. Crottch, G. W. Brash, E. F. Sevier, S. Patton, T, 
Stringfield, R, Paine, J. B. ATFerrin, A. L. P. Grefett, t. 
Maddeti, G. W. D. Hams, S. S. Moody, W. M'Mahati, 
T. Joyn^r, J. C. Parker, W: P. Ratcliffe, A. Htthter, L. 
Powler, J. Clark, W. Winwis, B. M. Drake, J. Lane, 
G. M. Rogers, W. Murrah, J. Boring, G. parrett, J. Ham* 
aton, L. Pierce, G- F. Pierce, W. J. Parks, J. W. Glenn, 
J. E. Evans, A. B. Longstreet, W. Capers, W. M. Wighlr 
man, C. Betts, S. Ihitiwody, H. A. C. Walker, J. Jamesbn, P. 
Doub, B. T. Blatoe, J. Eariy, L. M. Lee, W. A. Smith, 
T. Crowder,,H. SUcer, N. 1. B. Morgan, C. B. Tippett, 
T. B, Sargent, J. A. Collind, J, Davis, J. A. Gere, G. 
Hildt, J. p. DnAin, T. J. Thompson, H. White, L T. 
Cooper, L, Scott, W. Cooper, J. S. Porter, T. Neal, T. 
Sovereign — 147. ' 

Nays— P. P. Sandford, J- Lovejoy, J. M. Snyder, S. Vj^ 
Comfort, H. F. Eow, D. Holmes, J. Bain, J. H; Power, "^^ 
P. Cartwright, A/Griffith— 12- 

Adjoumed with the benediccion by brother Pickering. ^ 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 8. 

Conference m«t at half-past three o'clock, pursiiant to 
a^onniment, Bishop Morris in the chair, and was opened 
with religious exercises by brother Simpl^on. 

The journal of the morning was read and approved. 

On motion of M. Simpson, G. Peck and C. Elliott were Change in the 
put in place of S. Olin and L. L, Hamline, on the select SSI?***^ ^' 
committed of three to prepare a. statement of the action of 
this Conference in the case of Bishop Andrew. 

On motion, the spebial order of business, on which ^^*i?5f^„*5 
Conference adjourned this morning, was resumed. mne reamed. 

The faur^ resolution of the report of the select com- ^^^K 't^'** 
niittee oif nine was adopted. **^ 

On the /£^A resolution the yeas and nays were ordered. Fmh rexdutioa 
It was adopted by one hundred and fifty-three yeas to '^^^'^^ 
ihirteen Hays. 

Yeas— N. Bangs, P. Rice, J. B. Slratten, F. Reed, S. Yeaa on ^mi 
D. Ferguson, S. Martindale, F. Upham, P. Towiisend, "**«^"**«»- 
J. Porter^ D. S. King, P. Crandall, C. Adams, G. Pick- 
ering, M. Hill^ E. Robinson, D. B. Randall„ C. W. 
Morse, J. Hobart, H. Nickerson, G. Webber, E. Scott, S. 
KeHy, J. Pericins, J. G. Dow, J. Spaulding, C. D. Ga- 
boon, W. D- Cass, T. Seymour, J. M. Wever, J. Cotrel, 
T. Spicer, J. B. Houghtafing, J. T- Peck, A. Adams, G. 
Baker, W. W. Ninde, N. Rounds, D. A. Shepherd, E; 
Bowen, G. Filmore, S. Luckey, A. Steele, F. G. Hibbard, / 

Sj Seager^ A. Abell, W. Ho^mer, J. B. Alverson, J. J* 
Steadman^ G. W. Clark, J. Robinson^ T. Goodwin, W. 
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jiiM» Hunter, H. J. Clark, J. Spencer, S. Elliott, R. Boyd, S. 
Wakefield, J. Dnimtoond, C. EUiott, W. H. Raper, E. W. 
Selion, J. M. Trimble,/!. B. Finley, Z. ConneU, ,K 
Thompson, A. Poe» E. Yocum, W. Runnells, A. Billings, 
J. A. Baughman, M. Simpson, A. Wiley, £. R. Ames, 
C. W. Ruter, A. Wood, A. Eddy, B. Weed, J. Sinclair, 
H. W. Reed, J. T. Mitchell, P. Akera, J. Stamper, J. 
Vancleve, N. G. Berryman, W. W. Redman, J. C. Ber- 
ryman, J. M . Jameson, H. B. Bascom, W. Gnnn, H. 11. 
Kavanaugh, E. Stevenson, B. T. Crouch, G. W. Brush, 
^ E. F. Sevier, S. Patton, T. Stringfield, R. Paine, J. B. . I 
MTerrin, A. L. P. Green, T. Madden, G. W. D; Harris, i 

• S. S. Moody, W. M'Mahan, T. Joyner, J. C. Paricer, 

W. P. Ratcliflfe, A. Hunter, L. Fowler, J. Clark, W. I 

Winans, B. M. Drake, J. Lane, G. M. Rogers, W. Mui^ | 

rah, J. Boring, G. Garrett, J. Hamilton, L. Pierce, G. F. i 

Pierce, W. J. Parks, J. W. Glenn, J, E. Evans, A. B. 
Longstreet, W. Capers, W. M. Wightman, C. Betts, S. I 

Duhwody, H. A. C. Walker, J, Jameson, P. Doub, J. ' 

Early, L. M. Lee, W. A. Smithy T. Crowder, H, Slicer, | 

N. J. B. Morgan, C. B. Tippett, T. B. Sargent, J. A. i 

Collins, J. Davis, J. A. Gere, G. Hildt, J. P. Dui-bin, T. 
J. Thompson, H. White, I. T. Cooper, L. Scott, W. I 

Cooper, J. S. Porter, T. Neal, T. Sovereign— 153. | 

Nays oD «fth Nats-t-P. P. Sandford, J. Lovejoy, S. Benton, H. i 

R»oioti». Nickerson, S. Comfort, H. F. Row, D. Holmes, J. H. 
Power, P. Cartwright, A. Griffith, J. Bear, J. M. Snyder, 
J. Bain— 13. I 

SetoiukiolM f, The siocth, sevefUhf eighth^ and nmth resolutions were ' 

7.8,9,.d.pfd. ^^^^ ^ . , 

Tsntii raMiu- To the teu^ resolution D. B. Randall moved an amend- 

tion amended 



ment, which was adopted, and i< incorporated with the 
resolution. 

^aadlsatoted ^^^ eleventh and twelfth resolutions wwe ftdc^ted. On 
motion, the order of the eleventh and twelfth resolutions 
was inverted, so as to make the latter stand first. 
The preamble of the report was adopted. 

Coauniaaienen. The blank in the seventh resolution was filled up with 
*' three ;" and N. Bangs, G. Peck, and G. Filmore, were 
appointed commissioners under the seventh resolution. 
G. Filmore tendered his resignation, which was accepted, 
and J. B. Finley appointed in his place. 

j.EuitytobaTo « On motion of W. Winans, the Secretary was requested 

' *^y* to prepare and furnish to J. Early a copy of the ** Declara- 

tion'* so often referred to, and of the report just adoi>ted. 

B. M. Drake offered a resolution, which, on motion, 
was laid on the table. 

J. Porter moved a reconsideration of the first resolution 
with a view of offering a substitute. The motion to re* 
consider was laid on £e table. 
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The report as a whole was adopted. It is as follows : — ''^"^ ^• 

" The select coinmittee of nine to consider and report ^^^^^ *5f 
on the declaration of the delegates from the Conferences nine, as 
of the slaveholding states, beg leave to submit the follow- ^p^S^ "^ 
ing report : 

" Whereas, a declaration has been presented to this 
General Conference, with the signatures oifijly-one dele- 
gates of the body, fr<Hn thirteen Annual Conferences in 
the slaveholding states, representing that, for various 
reasons enumerated, the oojects and purposes of the 
Christian ministry and church organization cannot be 
auccessfully accomplished by them under the jurisdiction 
of this General Conference as now constituted ; and 
^ *' Whereas, in the event of a separation, a contingency 
to which the declaration asks attention as not improbable, 
we esteem it the duty of this General Conference to meet 
the emergency ,with Christian kindness and the strictest 
oqui^; therefore, ' 

'' Kesolved, by the delegates of the several Annual 
Conferences in General Conference assembled, . 

*' 1 . That, should the Annual Conferences in the 
slaveholding states find it necessaiy to unite in a dis- 
tinct ecclesiastical connection, the following rule shall 
be observed with regard to the northern boundary of such 
connection : — All the societies, stations, and Conferences 
adhering to the church in the South, by a vote of a ma- 
jority of the members of said societies, stations, and Con- 
ferences, shall remain under the unmolested pastoral care 
of the Southern Church ; arid the ministers of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church shatl in no wise attempt to organ- 
ize churches or societie/i within the limits of the Church 
South, nor shall they attempt to exercise any pastorsd 
oversight therein ; it being understood that the ministry 
of the South reciprocally observe the same rule in rela- 
tion to stations, societies, and Conferences adhering, by 
vote of a majority, to the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
provided also, that this rule shall apply only to societies, 
stations, and Conferences bordering on the line of divi- 
sion, and not to interior charges, which shall in all cases 
be left to the care of that church within whose territory 
they are situated. 

''2. That ministers, local and travelling, of every grade 
and office in the Methodist Episcopal Church, may, as 
they prefer, remain in that church, or, without blame, 
attach themselves to the Church South. 

'* 3. Resolved, by the delegates of all the Annual Con- • 
ferences in General Conference assembled. That we re- 
commend to all the Annual Conferences, at their first ap- 
proa<:hing sessions, to authorize a change of the sixth 
rostrictive article, so that the first clause shall read thus : 
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jivea. 'They shall not ap{>ropri«te the pirodBce of tbe Book 
'c^&tt&e ^ Concern, nor of the Chartered Fund^ lo anj other pntpoae 
^Sendad tad ^^^^ ^^ ^' ^^ benefit of the travelling, aupemttmeraiyy 
adopted. aupexannaated, and worn-out preachers, their wives, wid<- 

ows, and children, and to such oth^r purposes as may be 
determined upon by the votes of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers of the General Conference.' 

*' 4. That whenever the Annual Conferences, by a TOte 
of three-fourths of all their members voting on the tliird 
resolution, shall have concurred in the recommendatioa 
%o alter the sixth restrictive article, the Agents at New- 
York and Cincinnati shall, and they are hereby author- 
ized imd directed to deliver over to any authorized agent 
or ^pointee of the Church Souths should one be organ- 
, ized, all notes and book accounts against the ministers, 
church members, or citizens within its boundaries, with 
authority to collect the same for the sole use of the 
Southern Church, and that said Agents also convey to the 
aforesaid agent or appointee of the South all the reid estate, 
and assign to him all the property, including presses, stock, 
and all right and interest connected wi^ the printing estab- 
lishments at Charleston, Richmond, and Nashville, which 
now belong to the Methodist £pisc<^al Church. 

" 5. That wben the Annual Conferences shall have ap- 
proved the aforesaid change in the sixth restrictive article, 
there shall be transferred to the above agent of the South- 
em Church so much of the capital and produce of the 
Methodist Book Concern as will, with the notes, )xxk 
accounts, presses, &c., mentioned in the last resolution, 
bear the same proportion to die whide property of said 
Concern that the travelling preachers in the Southern 
Church shall bear to all the travelling ministers of the 
Methodist Ej^scopal Church ; the division to be made oo 
the basis of the number of travelling preachers in the 
forthconung Minutes. 

" 6. That the above transfer shall be in ^e form of 
annual payments of $25,000 per annum, and specifically 
in stock of the Book Concern, and in Southern notes anJ 
accounts due ^e establishment, and accruing after the 
first transfer mentioned above ; and until the payments 
are made, the Southern Church shall share in all Uie nett 
profits of the Book Concern, in the proportion that the 
amount due them, or in arrears^ bears to all the property 
of the Concern. 

'*7. That Nathan Bangs, George Peck, and James 
B. Finley be, and they are hereby appointed commis- 
sioners to act in concert with the same number of com- 
missioners appointed by the Southern organization, 
(should one be formed,) to estimate the amount which . 
will fall due to the South by the preceding rule, and to 
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have fall powders to carry into effect the whole arrange- 
ments proposed with regard to the division of property, 
should the separation take place. And if by any means 
.a vacancy occurs in this board of commissioners, the Book 
Committee at N^w-York shall fill said vacancy. 

" 8. That whenever any agents of the Southern Church 
are clothed with legal aathority or corporate power to act 
in the premises, the Agents at New-York are hereby 
authorized and directed to act in concert with said Sonth- 
em agents, so as to give the provisions of these resolu- 
tions a legally binding force. 

^* 9, That all the property of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in raeeting-houses, parsonages, colleges, schools, 
Conference funds, cemeteries, and of every kind within 
the limits of the Southern organization, shall be for ever 
free from any claim, set up on the part of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, so far as this resolution can be of 
force in the premises. 

'' 10. That the church sO formed in the South shall 
have a common right to use all the copy-rights in posses- 
sion of the Book Concerns at ^ew-York and Cincinnati, 
at the time of the settlement by the commissioners. 

11. That the Book Agents at New- York be directed to 
make such compensation to the Conferences South, for 
their dividend from the Chartered Fund, as the commis- 
sioners above provided for shall agree upon. 

'* 12. That the Bishops be respectfully requested to 
lay that part of this report requiring the action of the 
Annual Conferences before them as soon as possible, be- 
ginning with the New- York Conference." 

Conference resolved to proceed with the elections. 

Before proceeding, «S. Luckey offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted. 

" Resolved, That the Bishops be, and they hereby are 
respectfully requested to ordain the Bishops elect, the 
Rev. L. L. Hamline and Rev. Edmund S. Janes, on 
Monday next at eleven o'clock, in this church." 

In the order determined on yesterday. Conference re* 
solved to elect the principal Book Agent at New-York. 
The tellers who acted yesterday were appointed to serve 
in the same capacity to-day. 

A motion to call the roll, and let every one vote as his 
name was. announced, was lost. 

On the first ballot George Lane was elected principal 
Book Agent at New- York, by a majority of all the votes. 

Conference then ballotted for principal Book Agent at 
Cincinnati, and Leroy Swormstedt was duly elected by a 
majority of all the votes. 

A motion to adjourn was lost. 

The Assistant Book Agent at New-Tork was the next 
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'^^^ officer ballotted for. On the first ballot there was no 
choice. Another motion to adjourn failed. On the second 
■■ ballot Charles B. Tippett, by. a majority of all the votes, 

was duly elected Assistant Book Agent at New-York. 

Conference then adjourned with the. benediction by 
brother Filmore. / 



jimeio. MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 10. 

Conference met at half-past eight o'clock, Bishop 
Waugh in the chair. Religious services by brother J. T. 
Peck. 

The journal -pf Saturday afternoon was read and ap- 
proved. 

The business of Saturday aflerooon was resumed, and 
Conference proceeded to ballot for Assistant Book Agent 
at Cincinnati. On the first and second, ballots there was 
no choice. On the third ballot John T. Mitchell was 
elected by a majority of votes. 

A motion to elect the Editor of the Quarterly Review 
by nomination and count was lost. A ballot was made, 
and George Peck was duly elected, by a majority of votes, 
Editor of Quarterly Review and Books of the General 
Catalogue. 

Thomas E. Bond was duly elected Editor of the Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal at New-York. 

On the first ballot for Corresponding Secretary of the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
there was no choice. On the second ballot Charles Pit- 
man was duly elected by a majority of the votes. 

Edward Thompson was duly elected Editor of the 
Ladies' Repository at Cincinnati. 

'Charles Elliott was nominated and elected Editor of the 
Western Christian Advocate. . 

William Nast was nominated and elected Editor of tht 
Christian Apologist. * 

George Coles was nominated and elected Assistant 
Editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal at New- 
York. 

Conference resolved that when we adjourn it be to 
meet at half-past three o'clock. 

P. CrandaU asked for leave of absence. Leave was 
not granted. 

J. Spencer offered a resolution, which was' on motion 
laid on the table. 
*ordar of boM- On motion of J. Early the order of business was sus< 
nats suspend- p^^ded, the hour for ordaining the Bishops elect having 
arrived. , 

Brothers Hamline and Jaiies, the Bishops elect, were 
invited to chairs in front of the altar ; the former sitting 
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between brothers Pickering and Filmore, and the latter 
between brothers L. Pierce and Capers. 

The Cbllect and Epistle were read by Bishop Waugh, 
the Gospel by Bishop Morris, and the questions and pray- 
ers by Bishops Soule and Hedding. , 

Brother Hamline was presented by brothers Pickering 
and Filmore, and brother Janes by brothers Pierce and 
Capers. 

, The imposifion of hands was by the four Bishops, Soule, 
Hedding, Waugh, and Morris. 

Thus Leonidas Lent Hamline, and Edmund Storer 
Janes, wer6 solemnly ordained Superintendents or Bishops 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Bishop Waugh again took the chair, and business was 
resumed. On motion of J. Early, Conference resolved to 
proceed to elect the Editors of the Richmond, Southern, 
South- Western, Pittsbilrg, and Northern Christian Advo- 
cates, by nomination ; it being agreed that where more 
than one nomination was made the election should be by 
ballot. 

For the Richmond Christian Advocate, Leroy M. Lee 
and Edmund W. Sehon were put in nomination. On the 
^st ballot there was no election. On the second ballot 
Leroy M. Lee received a majority of all the votes^ and 
was elected Editor at Richmond. 
, W. M. Wightman was dominated and elected Editor of 
the Southern Christian Advocate. 

J. B. M'Ferrin was nominated and elected Editor of 
the South- Western Christian Advocate. 

William Hunter was nominated and elected Editor of 
the Pittsburg Christian Advocate. 

A motion to go into the election of Editor of the Sun- 
day-SchpoI Advocate and Books was laid on the table. 

Nelson Rounds was nominated and elected Editor of 
the Northern Christian Advocate. 

A motion to reconsider the vote by which it was deter- 
mined to have a Sunday-school Editor was laid on the 
taUe. 

A. L. P. Green moved to reconsider the vote on the 
rule of Discipline by which an Assistant Editor of the 
Christian Advocate and Journal at New-York was ap^ 
pointed. The previous/question was moved, and the call 
y/^M sustained. The motion to reconsider prevailed. 

While this was under discussion, a motion to prolong 
the session thirty minutes, and another to extend it ten 
minutes, were lost. 

The hour having arrived, Conference adjourned, after 
prayer by brother 6. Smith, to meet again at half-past 
three o'clock. 
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Editor of PitU 
boiigf Advocate. 



Editor of North- 
ern Clnistian 
Advocate. 



Appointment of 
Assistant Edi- 
tor of C. A. and 
J.atNew-Tork 
reconsidersd. 
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June 10. 






Order of biui- 
nms reramed. 



XleetlonofSim* 
d«y-8ciiool Ba- 
ilor. 



Vtafie of holding 
the next Oene- 
naConference. 



Pittsburg selec- 
ted. 

Xstiuating 



New-Tork. 



Other places. 



MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 10. 

Conference met at balf-past three o'clock. Iteligions 
exercises by brother Trimble. 

The journal of the morning was read and approved. 

W. W. Redman moved that the Book Agents pay to W. 
Pfttton the sum of fifteen dollars, for expenses incurred 
by his illness : carried. 

Conference resunied the business on which it adjourned, 
the consideration of the rule appointing an Assistant Edi- 
tor of the Christian Advocate and Journal. J. Early moved 
to reconsider the report of the Committee on the Book 
Concern, providing for an Assistant' Editor of the Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal. On motion this was laid on 
the table. J. Early moved to suspend the fifteenth rule, 
to entertain a motion so to alter the Discipline as to dis- 
pense with the office of Assistant Editor of the Christian 
Advocate and Journal : lost. 

On motion, Conference proceeded to ballot for an Edi- 
tor of the Sunday-School Advocate and Sabbath-School 
Books. On canvassing the votes, it appeared that no can- 
didate had received a majority of all the votes. A motion 
was adopted to make this election by nomination and 
rising vote. Daniel P. Kidder was then nominated and 
elected Editor of the Sunday-School Advocate and Sab- 
bath-School Books. 

J. Porter presented the following, which was adopted.: — 

"Resolved, That the Conference proceed to fix the 
place of the next Conference, and to appoint a committee 
to esUmate the salaries of ^e Agents and Editors ap- 
pointed by the Conference, in the order above stated.** 

Conference proceeded to fix the place of the session of 
the next Conference. Invitations were received from 
Pittsburg, Philadelphia, Baltimore, St. Louis, New- York, 
and Louisville. On a ballot for the place of the next 
General Conference, Pittsburg, Pa., was selected by a 
majority of votes. 

The CommiUee to make the Estimates for the Expeq^es 
of the Book Agents and Editors for New- York was made 
to consist of five. A committee of five was also appointed 
for the office in Cincinnati. 

CoMMiTTEB FOR Nbw-York. — A. Griffith, P. P. Sand- 
ford, I. Winner, J. Porter, N. Bangs. 

Committee por^ Cincinnati.— E. W. Sehon, B. T. 
Crouch, J. B. Finley, P. Cartwright, W. H. Raper. 

"Resolved, That the Publislung Committees of the 
Several Advocates be the committees for estimating the 
expenses of the diffisrent Editors.^ 

P. Rice moved a reconsideration of so much of the re« 
port on. Boundaries as relates to Texas : lost. 
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A. Wiley offered the following resolution, whioli was irnie lo. 
ftdppted:— 

** Resolved, That all officers appointed by this Greneral General confer- 
Conference be required to present and exhibit to the next ^9^%^^. t 
Cfeneral Conference the amount reeeived by them for ^S?^*/^"^^ 
Shanes and trarellii^ expenses. 

« A. Wiley, 
« C. W. MoRSJB.- 

£. Bowen moved the following ame^doieat to the IMs- caumga in Dis- 
cipline, which was adopted :— dpiine. 

" Resolved, That part 2, sec. 8, par. IT, page 199, bQ 
ainended by striking out the word ' and' before * Pittsburg/ 
^d inserting after it the words ' and Auburn.' And in the 
same paragraph, after the word ^ establishments,' the fol« 
Ipwing words shall be added — *' but in case of the Nortl^ 
em Christian Advocate, the Publishing Committee shall 
be appointed by the Oneida, Genesee, and Black Rivet 
Conferences ; and shall consist of two members from each 
of these Conferences,' " 

And that the delegates of the three Conferences }m ' 
authorized to appoint said committee until the Conferencea 
aforesaid shall nold their next annual session^* 

G. W. Clark offered the following resolutions :-^ - 

" 1. Jlesplved, by the delegates of the several Annual ^^Sk^^JSL 
Conferences in General Conference assembled. That; W9 rastrictioa. 
recommend the alteration or changing oi the fourth re-> 
striction, chapter 1, section 3, of the Discipline^ so far a^ v 

to admit of the following change in the General Rulesi, viz. : 
for the present rule on spirituous liquors to substitute y^t> 
Wesley's original rale, which is in the foUomng w<^rds ; 
^Drunkenness^ buying or selling s|>ijrituous liquors, (xr 
drinking them, unless in cases of ex;tveme neeesvsity.' 

^ 2. Resolved, Th^ the Bishops be, and hereby af^ re?^ 
quested to present a cc^y pf the above iresolution \^ eaoh 
of the Annual Conferences at their next steysipus, iKid m 
9oon as it is ascertained th^t three-fourths of the members 
of all the Annual Conferences vwho shall be present and 
vote on the recoaunendfttion, co&eur in it, the alteration 
shall take effect. 

« G. W. Cx^jK, 

"J. J.STKA»4If.'' 

For the above resdutions, 99 voted in the s4BrmLtive, vote on the 

and 33 in the negative. • abore. 

J. Early offered the following resolution : — 

" Resolved, That it shall require two-thirds of all the Resoiation de- 

VRembers elect of the General Conference to make a con- JhuSniMAdio 

ftiHitional mMority isi recomiiie«(i to dttr th* leetrieiiye refMctiTe 

rules." "*!■• 
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June 10. *p}|jg y^^ rejected, 5fl voting in the affirmative, and 90 

in tbre negative. , The question was taken by yeas and 
nays as follows : — 

Tew. Yeas — Benton, J. Porter, Ninde, Hibbard, Sehon, N. 

G. Berryman^ Redman, Bascom, (runn, Kavanaugh, Ste- 
venson, Crouch, S., Patton, Stringfield, M'Ferrin, Green, 
Madden, Harris, Joyner, Parker, Ratcliffe, Drake, Lane, 
Murrah, Boring, Garrett, L. Pierce, Parks, Glenn, Evans, 
Longstreet, Capers; Wightman, Betts, Dunwody, J. Jame- 
son, Doub, Blake, Early, Lee, W. A. Smith, Crowder, Grif- 
fith, Bear, Morgan, Sargent, Collins, Gere, Hildt, Durbin, 
Neal— 52. 

Nayi. Nays — Bangs, Carpenter, G. Peck, Stratten, Sandford, 

F. Reed, Ferguson, Martindale, Lovejoy, Upham, Town- 
send, King, Crandall, Pickering, Hill, E. Robinson, Ran* 
dall, Morse, Hobart, Nickerson, Webber, £. Scott, Kelly, 
Perkins, Dow, Spaulding, Cahoon, Cass, Wever, Covel, 
Spicer, Coleman, Houghtaling, J. T. Peck, A. D. Peck, 
A. Adams, Baker, Snyder, Comfort, Rounds, Row, Bowen, 
Holmes, Filmore, Luckey, Seager, Abell, Hosmer, Alver- 
son, Steadman, Bain, G. W. Clark, J. Robinson, Good- 
win, W. Hunter, H. Spencer, S. Elliott, Boyd, Drum- 
mond, C. Elliott, Raper, Finley, Connell, Power, Poe, 
Yocum, G. Smith, Baughman, Simpson, Wiley, Ames, 
Eddy, Weed, Sinclair, H. W. Reed, Mitchell, Akers, 
Cartwright, Yancleve, J. M. Jameson, A. Hunter, Winans, 

G. F. Pierce, Slicer, White, W. Cooper, Winner, J. S. 
Porter, Shaw, Sovereign — 90. 

BMcom>« totter Bishop Soule presented a letter from H. B. Bascom, in bo- 
to bepS^Sin IwiM'o^^ll ^^ southem delegations, and brethren signing the 
connectton Protest of the minority, which Dr. Bascom presented and 
t^ the Pzo- ^^^ ^^ Thursday 6th inst. It was addressed to Bishops 
Soule, Hedding, Waugh, ancl Morris. It was read, and 
ordered to be entered on the journal immediately afler 
^ this Protest, and printed in connection with it. (See Ap- 
pendix,- Doc. I.) 
Bspottofthe J* F* Durbin, chairman of the committee to prepare a 
fCiSbB^rtiwd ***^®™®^* of ^^® f*c^ connected with the proceedings in 
noceedinci in the case of Bishop Andrew, presented and read the report 
SrarwiS oue. ^^ ^^^ committee. E. R. Ames moved that the report of 
the Committee be entered on the journal, and printed. 

It was on motion resolved, that when we adjourn, we 
adjourn to meet at half-past eight o'clock this evening. 

After die benediction by brother Griffith, Conference 
adjoomed. 

MONDAY NIGHT, JUNE 10. 

Conference met, according to adjournment, at half-past 
eight o'clock, Bishop Waugh in the chair, and was c^ned 
with religious exercises by brother Houghtaling. 
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The ' journal of this afternoon was read anjj con- ^^^ w 
firmed. ^ 

A motion^ by* N. Bangs, to lay on the table, for the pre* 
sent, the resolution of £. R. Ames, to record and print 
the report which was under discussion at the djdoumment, 
was rejected. The discus$ion was resumed, and, after 
some time had elapsed, J. Perkins moved the prerious 
qi^estion. The call was sustained. The ye^is and nays 
were demanded, and ordered by the number deemed re* 
quisite. The call was made by the Secretary, and 116 
voted in favour of the resolution to record and print the ^ , ^ 
report, and 26 against it. tion adopted. 

Ybas — Bangs, Rice, G. Peck, Stfatten, Sandford, F. Teasonrecoid- 
Reed, Ferguson, Martindale, . Lovejoy, Upham, Bentdn^ iSlwporf^ 
Townsend, J. Porter, Pickering, Hill, E. Robinson, Ho- 
bart, Nickerson, E. Scott, Kelly, Perkins, Dow, Cass, 
Spaulding, Gaboon, Seymour, Wever, Covel, Spicer, Cole- 
man, Houghtaling, J. T. Peck, A. D. Peck, A. Adams, 
Baker, Ninde, Snyder, Comfort, Rounds, Shepherd, Row, 
Bowen, Holmes, Filmore, Luckey, Steele, Seager, Abell, 
Hosmer, Alverson, Steadman, Bain, 6. W. Clark, J. 
Robinson, W. Hunter, Spencer, S. Elliott, B^d, Dnim- 
numd, C. Elliott, Raper, Sehon, Trimble, Cornell, £. 
Thompson, Power, Poe, Yocum, Runnells, O. Smith, B3- 
lings, Baughman, Simpson, Wiley, Ames, Ruter, Eddy, 
Weed, Sinclair, H. W. Reed,' Mitchell, Cartw^fight, Van- 
cleve, J. M. Jameson, Bascom, Kavanaugh, Crouch, Brush, 
Sevier, Patton, Stringfield, Paine, M'Ferrin, Parker, A. 
Hunter, Fowler, Drake, Lane, Hamilton, L. Pierce, W. 
A. Smith, Wightman, Walker, Slicer, Griffith, Bear, Mor- 
gan, Sargent, Collins, Gere, Durbin, White, Winner, J. S. 
Porter, Shaw, Neal— 116. 

Nays — King, Randall, Morse, Webber, Redman, Har- N«i<fc 
ris, M'Mahan, Joyner, Ratcliffe, B(mng, Garrett, G. F. 
Pierce, Parks, Glenn, Evans, Longstreet, Betts, Dun- 
wody, J. Jameson, Doub, Blake, Early, Crowder, Hildt, ' 
W. Cooper, Sovereign — 26. • 

So the report by the above vote was ordered to be 
entered on the journal, and printed. (See Appendix, 
Doc. K,) 

On motion of A. L. P. Green, the. report of the sel'eol 
committee on a more efficient and uniform plan of raising 
money for missionary purposes was called up. The re- 
port was read, and, on motion of N. Bangs, adc^ted. It 
18 as. follows :— . 

^ The committee to whom was referred the subject of 
devising some more efficient and uniform plan of raising 
money for missionary purposes, after having taken the 
subject into consideration, beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing:--- ^ . 
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ivfmio. . «i. We recommend, that within the boqnia H^t each 
*P?Ssto/S£- Annual Conference there shall be established a Confereiict 
Bionaryfunda. Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Miftibnary SocielJ^ 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with branches, under 
such regulations as the Conferences respectively shall 
prescribe. Each Conference Missionary Society shall 
annually transmit to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Parent Society a copy of its Annual Report, embracing the 
operation of its branches, and shall also notify the Trea- 
surer of the amount collected in aid of the missionary 
cause, which amount shall be subject to the order of the 
Treasurer of the Parent Society. 

"2. It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference to 
appoint some month witbln.the Conference year, in which 
miasionary collections shall be taken^up within their re- 
spective bounds, and also to make such airrangements 
concerning branch societies as may be deemed expe- 
dients 

** 3. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders to bring 
the subject of our missions before the Quarterly Meeting 
Cooference of each circuit and station within their dis* 
tricts^ as early in the Conference year as may be practica- 
Ue, and the Quarterly Meeting Conference shall proceed 
to appoint a committee of not lose than iitN?, nor more than 
nfne^ all of whom shall be members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, to be called the Committee on Missions, 
whQ99 duty it shall be to aid the Presiding Elder and 
preacher in charge, in raising Missionary Societies, taking 
up coUeotions, and in any oSier way which the- Quarterly 
Meeting Conference may judge necessary i<»r the pmrpose 
of rsu^ing missionary funds ; such as having sennons 
preached, or lectures delivered, on the subject of missiom, 
swi the establishiag of missionary prayer meetings, for 
tke promotion of the cause. 

<^It shaD be the d«)ty of the preachers in chaige of 
«ie€i«t9 and stations to organize on9 or xaoKe Missionary 
Societies in their respective charges, if it should be prac- 
ticable ; tabear any name which the societies may choose: 
yievided always that these societies shall be auxiliary to 
the Missionary Society of the Annual Conference to which 
Qook charges mn-y belong, and shall be governed by such 
lukft and regulations as the Annual Conferenceriney pee* 
sorUi0.. It shall also he their duty to take up^ or cause te 
"" be tskeft up, a missionary. collection in eaeh and every 
congregation within their respective charges, at such time 
M muij^ be fixed on by &e Annual Conference. It ehaH 
hi their duty, further, to appoinjt, in every class withia 
their charges, a missionary collector, who shall keep a 
hook, in whkh shall be enrolled the names of aU the meni- 
hers of the class, and shall collect from each membey who 
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may feeL&pofwd so to contribute, at the rate of one ceat^ '^^ ^ 
per week, or fi% centa' per year; and shall pay over the fj^s^g^ 
MBna 80 coUectg^^ to the preacher in charge^ a,t or before aUuMiy^m^* 
the last^nart^rly meeting in the Conference yeaar, and the 
preacher in charge shall transmit the same to the Annual 
Conference, together with such sums as may have been 
cdlected by wn firom the congregations, as well as aU 
sums received from branch societies, or otherwise, all of 
which shall be reported in wri^ng* 

'* It shall be the dnty of the Quarterly Meeting Conf^r- 
eocies, from time to time, to fill up vacancies which may 
occur in the Missionary Committee, which committer 
ahsll have the rij^t to a seat in the Quarterly Meeting 
Conference, during its action on the subject of missipnsi 
but at no otheijr time. 

'' 6. In order to keep up such Missionary Societies as 
may be established, it shw be the duty of the Missi^naiT 
Cjommittee to use their beat efforts to hold, at least otaca a 
year, a meeting of the Missionary Society within th^ 
charge to which they m&y belong; in doing whiich they ' 

shall haTe the aid of the preacher in charge, and also 
of the Quarterly Meeting Conference, if need be. 

*'7. It will be expected that in. the esjamJAation in the 
Ammal Con£erence> a reference will be had to the faithful 
performance of the duty of preachers on this spbject„ if 
tb^ pi|s8^age ctf chaiacter. 

" A. L. P. Grben, Chairman:'' . 

** Your committee wonld recommend, should tluA'iiepor^ %!!^^ £ 
be adopted, that it should stand in our Discipline ii^ \k% '<"^^ " 
following order : let these artiolea come in first under the *^ iM»3paii». 
b^ad * S^port.of Mjssiona,' sec. 6, page 178. 

" The first article in this repoirt ia the Ihijid aj:ticl(B uojdfir 
the head ^ Support of Missions,' which we propose to 
adopt as. die &rst ; and let the first and second, as now 
found in the Discipline, follow these articles, wUch will 
m^^ them the ei^th ^M. ninth, articles'; and that the 
other articles in the chapter follow ift theiiQ osdeK, ^V(^ 
the e%hth sad ninth ajtticlea» wbicb weTec<Hnmend' to be 
atiicken out of the Discipline. ' 

"All of whiph is lespeetiuljiy submilited^ 

« A. l^ P. Gawn, Glmmm.'' 

Oui motipn of J. Early, a committee of three, to super- comnttttM on 
intend the publication of a revised edition of the Disci- jSJd^^ ^ 
pUn^ was ordered- Drs. Pe^ Banga, aiid Bfsmd were 
i^s^natedi w^ appointed said committee^ ' 

J. Early ofiered the jfoUowingi. which, cm mouon» was 
laid on the table ;-^ 

*<OBesolvied«> Thai i» the ^vem of sa cnrgaiuaaiiiii^ ol:a 
, K . 
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jiineWK Smitbwn Chwch, tie Liberia Mission Confagntfe he 
placed in connection with said Southern Chur^?* 
Report on BiUe On motion of L. Pierce, the report of^tbie Oommittee'on 
cause adopted, ^j^^ "Bible Cause was taken up, read, and its resolutions, 

from the first to the fourth, adopted, as follows : — 
th^nSiB^ ^ "^' Resolved, That we have entire confidence in the 
^ ' wisdom, integrity, and efficiency of the American BiWc 
Society. ' 

" 2. That as a General Conference we fully approve <rf 
the catholic spirit and phn of the socie^. 

" 3. That as a General Conference we earnestly recom- 
mend to all the Annual Conferences a zealous co-opera- 
tion with the American Bible Society in giving the Holy 
Scriptures as speedily as possib7e to all the worid. 
Aiteratum tn << 4. That the Discipline, chapter 1 , section 3, question 
DiBcipUne. ^.jr^ ^^ ^^ altered as to read thus : * What has been con- 
tributed for the support of missions ? What for the pub- 
lication of tracts and Sunday-schod books ? And what 
to ^d the American Bible Society and its auzilfaries V 
'* All which is respectfully submitted, 

"L. Pierce, Chairman.^ 

A motion to adjourn was rejected. 
Report adopted. The report, as a whole, was adopted. (Siee Appendix, 
Doc. .) 

The following, respecting Bishop Hedding, was adopt- 
ed : — 
»*opBto^nj " Whereas Bishop Hedding has signified to this Gen- 
'^ effectiTe eral Conference his doubts whether he will be able to do 
all the work of an effective Superintendent during the 
four years to come ; therefore 

" Resolved, That he be not required to do more than 
in his judgment he shall be able. 

*< S. LucrtY, 
<*G. Peck.'* 

/ The following resolution was presented, and, on mo- 
tion, laid on the table : — 

" Resolved, That by the vote taken to-night on the re- 
port of the committee appointed on Friday last to prepare 
a statement of facts in the case of Bishop Andrew, this 
General Conference has virtually adopted that report. 

" G. F. Pierce, 
^ « W. A. Smith." 

W.' M. Wightman offered the resolution following. 
Motions to lay it on the table, and indefinitely to postpone 
it, were rejectied. It n^as adopted, viz. :--^ 

** Resolved, That there shall be a superintendent 6f the 
missions to ^e coloured pe6ple it tJHd South Carolina, 
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Oidbrgiay and Alabama Conferences, to be appointed by 
the plshop presiding in those Conferences. And it sball 
bb bis duty to serve the interests of those missions' by 
travelling extensively among them, advising the mission^ 
aties, making collections, and promoting to the utmost of 
bis power the most efficient prosecution and extension of 
the work. His subsistence and travelling expenses to be 
provided for by the missionary committee of these Con* 
ferences concurrently." 

A motion to take up the report of the Committee On a 
Course of Study for LicenHates was rejected. 
' On motion, the chairman of the Committee on Educa^ 
tion was requested to present his report. H. B. Bascom 
presented and read the report. The resolution appended, 
and the preamble, were adopted. The resolution is as 
follows : — 

"Resolved, by the delegates of the several Annual 
Conferences, in General Conference assembled, That 
until a more eligible system of collegiate and academic 
instruction caii be adopted and carried into effect, it is 
urgently recommended to the Annual Conferences, and 
die church atlslrge, to prosecute, with vigour and perse- 
verance, the enterprise and interests of education as now 
Existing in the church." 

On motion of N. Bangs, the following was added :— 

'^^2. Resolved, That the Editors of our periodicals be 
directed to plead in behalf of the cause of education." 

H. Slicer offered the following resolutions, which were 
agreed to by a unanimous rising vote :— 

" 1 , Resolved, That the thanks of this Conference are 
due, and are hereby tendered to the principal Secretary, 
T. B. Sargent, and to his assistants, J. B. Houghtaling, 
W. Kenny, and V. Buck, for the very able and faithful 
manner in which they have discharged their arduous duties 
to this body. 

"2. Resolved, That this Conference highly appreciate 
flie hospitality of those citizens of New- York who have 
So kindly entertained Ae members of the General Con* 
ference during their protracted stay in this city. 

' " 3. Resolved, That the above resolutions be published 
in the Christian Advocate and Journal; and that this 
fifiBcond be read ftom the ptdpits of New-Yotk and Brook- 
lyn on Sajbbath next." 

W. A. Smith presented and read his protest against the 
decision of this Conference on the appeal of Francis A. 
Harding from the action of the Baltimore Annual Confer- 
ence, and asked leave to have his protest recorded. The 
chair decide^ 'that the person presenting a protest is 
imifled. fo the privilege of having it recorded. From this 
decision J. A. Collins appealed. On putting the appeal 
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to vot^i the opimoa of tlie c)uur was rerenwd. Oa 
tion, the protester had leave to withdraw his protest. 

Cha motion of S. Lnckej and S. Martiodale, the follow* 
ing directioa was agreed to :— 

Kesolved, That the Book Agents be, and they here- 
by are directed to pay brother P. P.^Sandford the amoimt 
of Ub salary until the 9lose of the New- York C(»ifer- 
ence. 

J. P. Durbin announced that in coxiformity with a pre* 
"noDs resolution of this Conference, the delegation from 
the Philadelphia Conference, on their part, had appoiiited 
James Massey and John Kennaday members 0/ the Book 
Committee at New-York. 

J. K. Shaw, for the New-Jersey Conference, announced 
that the delegates had appointed Isaac Winner and Wil- 
liam Roberts, on the part of that Conference, members of 
the Book Committee at New-York. 

E. R. Ames, for the Indiana delegation, announced that 
Allen Wiley and Augustus Eddy were appointed members 
of the Book Committee aJt Cinoinnati, on behalf of the 
Indiana Conference. 

B. T. Crouch«ibr the Kentucky Conference delegation^ 

f^ve notice that John C. Harrison and Hubbard H^ 
avanaugh had been chosen, on the part of the Kentucky 
Confeneooe, numbers of the Book Committee at Gin- 
qipnati. 

J. M. Trimble, for the Ohio Conference delegation, 
announced that Michael Marley and George W. Walker 
were chosen, in behalf of the Ohio Conferenqe, members 
of thA. Book Committee ait Ginc;innati 

Oa motioaa, the Book Agents at New-Yoik and. Cincii^ 
n^ti were anthonaied to call together in those places the 
respeddre Book Committees, as early as the Agents deem 
it necessary to have^'sufih a meeting. 

On motion of C. Betts, the appeal of Jos. Curtain was 
takeaup» imd referred backNto Uie S^mth CeroUaa Con- 
^ence for a new trial, in consequence of the informali^ 
of Ae record touching the proceedings had in th& trial be- 
fore the saidi Conference. 

; On motion^ a unanimous rising vote of thanks was ten- 
dered, to the trustees of the Greenenstreet church, for the 
use of the house during the session of the General Con- 
ference. 

By a fprther resolution, the Book Agents at New- York 
wese. directed to pay 1k> the trustees any extra e;Epensee 
iiMUffred biy entertaining the General Conference in. this 
<?hvrch. . 

Qa ^notion of P. Cartwright, the minntes of to-nighf s 
session were read» amende^ and confirmed pi:eparatoi]r 
tQ, a finals ^jomfnment. 
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At a ^pirter after twelve o'clock, on the morning of the ^^^ ^' 
eleventh of June, and after prayer by brother Dunwody, ^^^ »*p«n. 
Conference adjourned to meet on the first day of May, mmt 
1848, in the city of Pittsburg, state of Pennsylvania. 

Thus ended die ninth delegated Creneral Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

JOSHUA SOULE, 
ELUAH HEDDING, 
BEVERLY WAUGH, 
THOMAS a: MOBBIS, 
L^ONIDAS L. HAMLINE, 
EDMUND STORER JANES, 
BUhops of the MethodUt EpUeopdl Ckwrtk 

Thokas B. Sargent, Secretary. 

3. B. HOUGHTALINO, } ^ . 

Valbntinb Buck, ^ ^"""^^ Secretaries, 
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APPENDIX. 



A.-~ADDRBS8 OF THE BISHOPS. 

To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church: 

A Rbt. and Dbah BRBTHRSN,-**-Yoa are now assembled in tlie ' 
"^ ninth' session of your body since its organisation under a Constitution 
wluch, while it defines and restricts your powers, affords a permanent 
security of the' rights and privileges of the great and growiiig body of 
inisistem and pe^>le whiqh you represent. 

If we reviewthe dperations of this system from the period of its 
'adoption to. the present time, it can scarcely fail to produce the con- 
viotbn that it was founded in wisdom ; and that the great Head of 
^e Chiurch has- owned it in an extraordinary manner. 

No period of our denominationai existence has been more signally 
distioguiiAed by great and extensive revivals of the work of Grod, and 
the iaorease of the Chureh, than the last four years : and the unity 
Slid peace of the ministty and membership, with few exceptions, have 
b^en preserved and strengthened. The excitements which h&ve had 
a tendeaoy to disturb these elements of our strength and prosperity 
have greatly subsided, and a healthy reaction has succeeded. Our 
missions, in general, are in a prosperous condition ; and sonie of 
them have been distinguished by extraordinary success. 

A8seari>led as we are, under such circumstances, our first act should 
be an humble and devout offering of thanksgiving and praise to G6d 
for his great and manifold mercies be^owed upon us ; and especially 
for the gracious and powerful influences of the Holy Spirit, by which 
I alone tbs ministry of the word has been made effectual in the awa- 
^Moingand coaversioi^ of so great a number of souls for whom Christ 
shed his most precious Uood, and in building up believers in their 
most holy faith. And to this thankful acknowledgment wo should 
add the confession of our unworthiness of the grace so ri<;hly be- 
stowed, and sincere and fervent supplication for the continuance of 
ihe same spiritual and heavenLy benediction. 
, In the tcaaisaotion of tho importimt buuness which will come before 
yQU» as. the represtotatives of a numerous and rapidly-increasing reli-^ 
gious community, it will, doubtless, be deeply impressed upon your 
minds th«t, aeeoiding.to our eccbsiastical organization, you are, 
imder God, the constitutional body in whkh the'craservative elements 
of the peace and unity <^ the Church repose : and consequently, that 
qJl your acts should be .the result of calm dtriiberation and careM 
analysisi guided by enlaxgied and enlightened views, and aceompametf 
with much pmyer. 

. Each, Annual Conference^ being oiUy ono member of an entire and 
imltsd M,j, shtHild be replesfinted widi strietregard to Ais ooaiioe» 
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tion. If these principles are duly appreciated, no local or party views 
or interests will divide your counsels, consume your time, or give rise 
to useless or impassioned debate. Eaph delegate, free from 3ie tram- 
mels of special instruictions, Wiil cotiisider himself under higher and 
holier bonds. He will perceive 9,nd feel his relation to thousands of 
ministers, and more than a millidn of the household of faith ; and that 
he is acting for generations yet unborn. And under the influence of 
such views and feelings, **the meditatioBs of his heart, and the words 
of his lips,'' will be employed for the promotion of the general good. 

It shocdd never Me forgotten that those fundamental principles 
which define and limit the powers of the Generai CoBferenoe, and 
aeeure the privileges of eveiy minister and membW) were tHitiled by 
4he body €^ ministers assembled in conventional form, with great 
onaniffiity, after long, deliberate, and caarefril investigatioki. Asd it is 
equally worthy of regard, that the Church, with almoat unaiiinotts 
<coqsent» and with heart-felt satisfaction, looked to the syatem b» a 
havei^ of safety, and a dwelling place of ^* quietness and Bssurance.'* 

In this happy state of things, embracing all the essei^iBl eleaente 
of the voluntary principle, t£» ministers dependant iqwH'^the people 
whom they served in tiiie Gospel word and ordinances, and tke peo- 
ple united to their minbters 1^ the bonds of afiection and eetsem^ the 
work of the Lord steadily advanced; new and eilensm MAs of 
jabour wore constantly opening before us; the borders of o«r Ziem 
5feire greatly enlarged; and tb>osands and tens of thonsaiMli wer^ 
teought under divine influence, and joined ai the conununiMi of the 
Church. The events of eadi" succeeding year have nibided ad&- 
^ tional proofs of the soimdaess of the system, and of its adaptadon lo 
the ends for which it was designed. 

] In" view of these weighty considerations, the voice of wisdom ad- 
monishes US that any attempt to change or modify thews oonetltucionsl 
principles, under such circumstances, ia doubtful in pc^cy, and dsQu- 
gerous in experimeiit. 

The history of legislation, both civil and ecclesiaaiieal, wifl aflbrd 
ns^ and important lessons, which, if ddy appredaited, and wiiftely 
ia^^ved,,ma^ guard us in safety against those speculative tiieones 
wmch, in then: operation, have too often disturbed the peace of com- 
munities. 

JSwe^sske legisiatum andfrefumu ekat^ of kn&S', eapeeiaUy in 1^ 
presentative bodies, where age, and ezperieniie, and wisdom^ are net 
idwayB reffaided by censtituettts as the safest i^ribute^ in gliiding ihe 
allairs of me Church or of the atate, ina^ be ecsisidered as not^inong 
the least evils of the age in whkh we kvOi 

In eonclusion oi these preliminaFy aremarks, we add ^mt fetvent 

a.yer to die Father of lights, that while yon attend with suitable 
ercAoe to the instructions famished by ^history of the past, yon 
may be iUnmiaated and giuded in all your de^emtioiis imd nets by 
Ibat wisdom which is from above, the i^tirUMttes of which are piti^, 
peace, gentleness, kindness, mercy, impartiality, and trttdi. 
. The ^^p of human ha{^inesa is.not unttin|led' With senow ; but 
whiJle we mjoice we mouiHi. Sinee year last seeeioii our venevaUe 



' KAof toks ^fidihed Us^tamise- k fhe C9itt»^k ifiiUtaiH, aodd 
filtered into pdsies9knit)f tibe «tei<Ml iiih«tiiBftoe <tf tlie jor^r of ^(s 
iioard. Mlis loBg, «iid iaiboribiul, a&d dvetitftil Mfe wus closed in '<mlni^ 
MBS, and peace, and conAdeniee in 6od^ through the m'^Hls of M^ 
taofy Loid and 'Savioiir; lb the ^harMftet of this MhM Servant 
0f €hri8t and his ClMin;h, the a{l»^bii«e» ^f a pHmitivi^ Gfarisliasi 
Bishop we» dereloped in an ettinent degree ; and in his Itfe, and 
nuBistty, snd fiopeiinfendeno^ of ihe Church, '^^ ieft^andlnstrion^ 
Sample to those who forvi^ him. He teparelted, and preaiched the 
Gospel, for mbJ^thBmfotifytfasn ; and ^ talmtost twenty-s^ven y^tti 
diMmi^ged tbs arduous duties of a eoner^ Superintendent. His 
preadinig was distinguished by &e seed of coni4ction' and the anthO* 
rity oirt&ioceMe ; and l^s official adminlBttafion by firnuiese, gentle^ 
isess, and love. In all the labours, sad bufferings, and perils ^ hit 
pubHc life, he was austsined by the grace of God, in piatience which 
forgets or refuses to coaq>lain — ^fortitude whkii supports wfiety bardkn 
4^and canity which iitiows no ^ar either in the expectation or 
metOML presence ^ danger. In the araiableness of his spirit'-^the hn* 
Inili^ of hia miad-^-M^e courtesy of his mannetn — the kindness of hiift 
wofds and actions, and in the spiiituatity and power oS his ministry, 
&ere in ^ nweet savour which will eoabtflm him in the memory of the 
ndmstem and people of his charge. Bishop Roberts haa lelt to the 
Church, an aged widow, who is waiting, for a short time, to be in- 
ducted into' the society of saints and angels in the heavenly temple. 
We commend her to your sympathies and prayers. 

As trar beloved Bii^iop was called from his labour to his reward be- 
fore the oommeneement of the sessioneef the Cdnferencea in his last 
Avision ef the work, an Inerease of labour and responsibility neces- 
earity devolved on his surviving cdileagues. But by divine aid', snit-^ 
ing our atxengch to ^our day^ we have been enaMed to meet iM iHiut 
Conferencea which he woidd haive met 1^ he lived. 

Connected widi this notice of the demise of our lamented senior 
£^qpeHniendeiit, we deem it eu£ doty to submit fbr your consideration 
such views and facts as we conceive of vital importance in establish* 
nsg and pe^tuating the prmc^es, and aoeompliAhing the designs, of 
Wealeyan Medbodinm as we received it from our fathers. 

The itiasnuu plan of preaching the Gospel is an essen^al element 
of thk syskem. It was laid as the chiof stone in the ibundafion M 
flw whole building; and on Its stability, in the^dgmentof its gt^at 
^ founder, and his ilinstiious eimlemporanes, the progress and final com^ 
* pbtiott of die whole sianlctiae depMided. Thes« great and' good men, 
afler serving their generation, have fallen asleep, and left H>^ us, and 
to our isuccesoore, a predons legfaoy in the vaMdity oi their principka, 
and the bagfatnees of their examples. Whether we, and those who 
Oome- after «t, preserve thia saored deposit in all its strength, and 
pmtcy^ and power, or enffibr it tti be marred in Our hands, is a ques« 
Imn ofincBJBulable interest^ ndt only te onnelves; and to ihe Church 
of whidfc we ane miusters and paetora, but also to miUioiis 6t the 
pnsent race, and to generations yet unbovn. It looks abroad on ^e 
mtiens of Ab mxt^ as the sphote of iis operationa, mid dewnwacd 
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ibfovi^^ tbe,siiqoQ9Btve rey^tttieoA of time till die «dii9iimnilitioirof 
Messiah'^ kingfloi]a, when ^e proclamalioa shall go forth, '^ Behold, 
the tabernacle Qf .God is with mea ;" aad the shout shall be raised in 
heaven.and earth, " Allelma, for the Lord God oomipofce&fe veigneth.? 
. Yoikwill, ^e are persuaded, agree wilh us that the.prei^rvatioti t>f 
this plan, of preaching ^e Gosp^ and canying on the work of God, 
has a paramount elaim upon ypur: time and deliberatilona. And we 
indulge ^e, hope that, whhe this, iind other weighty mattevs coimeet* 
^d with it,, of Tast and general concern, shall unite your counsels and 
efforts^ you will forbear to agitate questions, to say the least, of minor 
Importance, i^hd which, without contributing to the preservation of the 
unity and, peace of the Church, or to the t^vancement of the interests 
pf ue kingdom of Christ, may^haTe bA opposite tendeficy by weak- 
ening the bonds of Chnstian confidence and affection among ouk« 
selves, and producing the ss^me unhappy results among the ministers 
and membMs of our communion. 

. The general itinerant superintendency, vit^y connected, as it is 
believed to be, with the effective operation, if not with the very ezis^ 
ence, of the whole itinerant system, cannot be tixxnxfifally examined 
or toa safely guarded. And we have no doubt but you wiU direct 
your inquiries into such channels as to ascertain whether there has 
been any departure from its essential principles, or delinquency in 
the administration in carrying it into execution; send in case of^ 
the detection of enor, to apply such correction as the matter may 
require. 

There lure several, points in this system which are of primary im- 
portance, a^d on th^t account should be ^cleaidy understood. The 
office of a Bishop or Superintendent, according to our ecdesiastical 
system, is almost exclusively executive ; wisely limited in its powersv 
and guarded by such checks and responsibilities as can scarcely fidi 
to secure the ministry and membership against any ojpipreasive mea- 
aures, emu should these officers so far forget the sacred duties sbad 
obligations pf their holy vocation as tp aspire to be lords over God's 
heritage. 

So fax from being irresponsible in their office, they are «^nenaUe 
to the General Conference, not only for their nsoral conduct, and for 
the doctrines they teach* but akd for the faithful administration of 
the government of the Church, according to the provisions of die 
Discipline,, and for all decisions which they make on questions dp 
e^clesiasUc^ law. In all these cases this b<Miy has original jurisdic^ 
tion, ax^d.may prosecute to final issue in expulsion, from which deci- 
sion there is no appeals 

. With these safeguards thrown around them, we trust the Church 
h{is nothing to fear from the exercise of that authority whieh has 
been committed to them in trust, to be used for the conservation of 
the whole body, and for the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom,' 
aud not to oppress or afflict jany. Without entering minutely into the 
dcitaik of wh^t is involv.ed in the «iq)eiintendeney,^ as it ift^onBtituted- 
in, pur Church, it is suffic^e^ for our present design* to notice its 
£^y;^s4 depaarimeuts*. 1st. ConfirmiUf orders, hf.>ardsiiiing i}e^ 
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f erred by another body, wluch is independent of the.Episoopal fMQ% 
both in its oorganization imd action* Thia copfirmation oi orders; or 
ordination, is not by vixUie of a distinct and higher order. For, wltb 
<)ur great founder, we are convinced ihat Bishops and Presbyters ai^ 
the same order in the Christian ministiy. And this ba^ beeft the 
sentiment of the Werieyaa Methodists from the beginning. But it is 
by. virtue of an offi/ie jconstituted by the body of Presbyters, for the 
better order of discipline, for tl^e preservation 4)f the unity of the 
Church, and for canyang on .the/wozk of God in the most effectual 
manner. The execution of this office is subject tp two important 
restrictions, which would, be very irrelevant to prelacy, or ^iocesaa 
JBpi^copapy, constitiited on the basis of a distinct a^d superior order, 
^be latter involves independent action in conferring orders^ by virtue 
of authority inberent in, and e^^clusixrely appertaining io, the Episco- 
pacy. But the former is a delegated authority to confirm orders^ tbe 
exercise of which is dependant upon another body. The Bishc^ can 
prdaiQ neither % Deaicpn nor an Elder without .t^e election <ef the 
candidate by an Annual Conference : and in ca^e of such election ' 
he has np discretional authority; but is under chUgation totHrdalB 
the persmi elected, whatever may be his own judgment oi his ipali- 
fications. These are the two restrictions previously alluded to. 

This is certainly a wise and safe provision, and should neret be 
changed or modified so as to authorize the Bishofw to ordain without' 
the authority of the ministry. With these facts ia view, it is pr^ 
^umed that it wiU be admitted by all welHnformed and candid midn, 
that, so far, as the constitution of the ministry is looncenied, ours is » 
" moderate Epieaopacy,^^ 

2d. Preying in the General and Annual Conferences. . But there 
is a marked difference in the relations the President sustains to these 
two bodies. The General Conference, being the highest judicatory 
of the Church, is . not subject to the officiid directi^a and coatarol ol 
the President any. further than tbe order of bu$iness and tbe preser- 
vation of decorum i^e concerned ; and evea this, is subject to rulew 
originating in the body. The right to transact business, with respect 
^ to matter, mode, and order of time, is vested in the Conference, and 
iimited only by constitutional provisions ; and of these provisions,, so 
far as their official acts are concerned, the Conforenee, and not the 
Presiden^t, mustbe thft JQdge. 

9ut in the Annual Conferences the case is widely different. These 
are subo;rdinate orgaaizaUons, with their powers clearly defined and 
limited in the form of PisQipline, Their rights and privileges are 
strictly chartered ; and out of J^ record they have no jurisdictioof. 
To these bodies the President sustains, as an executive officer, a 
peculiar and important relation. He presides not merely to preserve 
ordei and decorum, but with an o^cial oversight, to guard against 
innovatiioo^, and to bring ibrwaxd the business, as prescribed oy the 
Discipline, and see that it is done according to thelawe of the Chwrcit; 
For purposes tb^ mpst obvious, and highly important, it is provided 
that tae Pxfisident appoint the time of holding the Confereoises, with 



4iicrttioii i»«djcdni flien afttt die^ (AaII have oonlttfiied in 
«i least oiie ^tneek. ^ 

In this preaidencj, we ooDceiTe, one of ihe iftost ^anservative and 
€ffioiettt branclies of tlie aupenntoBdency eonsists ; and ob tlie {nu- 
^nt and umform exerciae ^ it lite umty of tbe bodjr^ w^ hi no 
tmall degree, depend. 

dd. To clKKMe, appCMnt, and change the Presidmg Elden ; to llr 
the appointmenta of the preachers to the seyeral circnils and stations ; 
and, un die intwTals of die Conferences, to change, receive, and sus- 
-pend preachers in confomuty to the rules of die Discipline. 

That this is an arduons work none will deny. Two yery import- 
ant objects are designed to be accomplished by this provision : the 
presertadon of the itinerancy in die most efficient operation, and the 
vniform and healthful adminisiradon of the Discipline. To do due 
-^[ectually, a knowledge of the qnalificadons and circumstances of 
the preachers, and of the condidon and claims of the districts, cif- 
cuita, and stadons, is indispensable. To obtain such information, re- 
jsonrse must be had to every available avenue. 'And when diis is 
done, it req[iiires careftil analysis and discrimination to arrive at a 
twnrect and aafe decision. And after all, this is a work which can 
neyer be accomplished, according to its true design, without a strict 
adherence to Bome ftrndamefUai priHehkr which must never foe unset- 
ded, or subject to innovation. And these principles should be clearly 
defined, and deejdy impressed 0a the minds of all concerned. 'Hll 
^lia is done the chums of individual acComtnodations atid isolated 
interests are liable to exert an undue and injurious influence over die 
administradon. But widi all the means diat wisdom can devise, or 
pxiidence ajpply, diose who labour in this concern will labour in vain, 
without a nch supply of heavenly grace to direct and sustam them 
in ifae prosecution c^ it. 

2d. Having noticed in what die superintendency chie%- conaists, 
it is pibper to observe that the ^fitok of its operation is general^ «m- 
. hraeing the wMb werk m e^nmdtiomd ^rder, md noi diocesmny or sec- 
tional. Consequendy aliy division of the woric into districts, or 
otherwise, so as to create a particular charge, widi any other new, ot 
Sn any <»der, than as a prudential measure to secure to all die Gkm- 
ierences the amiual yisits of die Superintendents, would be an inno- 
yntimi on the system. 

3d. If we have taken a correct view of this sul:^ect, out swerin- 
imdency must he *(tfMr<inl, and noi locai. It was wisely provided in 
Ihe qmsm of Methodism, from its very foundation, that it aAionld be 
the duty of the Superintendent *^ to tfmoel through the tonneeium at 
hrgeJ* And although die extension of geographical boundaries, and 
the greai increase A the Annual Conferences, have made it neces- 
sanr to increase die number of die Bishops, still the duty required* 
nad the oUigation to perform it, remain the same. 

That such a system as our itinerant ministry could not be pre* 
served in harmonions and efficient operation under die direction of 
local Biahops is too idmous to require proof. If we preserve a tra- 
f eilinf miaiBtry, we mnet have travelling Superintendents. They 
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tmm add to their officiid authoritjr the power of their example. Re* 
move the latter, and the former will be divested of the cMef element 
of its strengdi. 

It is, indeed, a work which requires a measmre of the zeal, and 
self-sacrificing spirit of the Apostles,, and first ministers of Christ, 
who followed them. And we devoutly pray that the ministiy may 
never so fax rekx in the spirit and power of the great conunissioa, 
** Go y^ into aU the toorld, and preach the Gospel to every ereaiwre^ 
as to lack men well qualified for this vocation^men whose mind% 
grasping the work of God in all its length and breadth, will count 
nothing dear to themselves a« appeitaining to the present lif^ ; bnt 
giving themselves wholly to God and lus Church, will Uve, ttod 
mbour, and suffer for tlie promotion of Christ's khigdom and the 
salvation of souls. 

With the foregoing remarks on the duties and responsibilities of 
the Superintendents, we submit to m^x consideration the importance 
of having this department suppliedwith such a number of effective 
men as will enable them, in consecutive order, to travel through th^. 
whole connection without subjecting any one to such a continued^ 
weight of care and labour as is sufficient to prostrate t]lie mental ai^ 
physical energies of the strongest constitution^ and therel^y indirectly 
defeat the ends designed to be accomplished: and, on the other 
hand, to guard against the increase of the number beyond the actual 
demands ^f the work. In whatever light we view it, but especially 
in the light of example, thie existence of a sinecure in the Episcopacy 
should be regarded as no ordinary evil. 

After careful examination, it is our opinion that six efiective Super- 
intendents could perform the work without imposing too heavy bm;» 
dens upon any, or jeoparding any interest of the Church by lack of 
service. 

The itinerancy will, doubtless, come under your delibera,te con* ^ 
isideration, as in your former sessions ; and at no period, as we be^ 
Ueve, has the subject come before you with stronger claims to your 
careful examination and corrective action. 

It cannot be concealed, however it may be regretted, that th«re i« 
a strong and increasing tendency to locality in our travelling ministry. 
Preachers with local views, and habits, and interests, have greatly 
multij^ed on our hands ; and in some of the Conferences little oi 
nothing remeuns of the itinerant system, but the removal of the 
preachers once in two years from one station to another ; and in 
many instances even this is submitted to, both by the preaehers and 
people, not so much from enlightened and extensive views of Uie 
excellence of the plan, as from the ybc^ that it is required by the Dis- 
cipline. If any measures can be adopted to arrest the progress of 
this tendency, and revive the primitive circuit system, so as to have 
two or more preachers on each circuit ; and instead of having the 
districts embrace from twenty to thirty or forty distinct stations, re* 
store them to their original form, so as to enable the Presiding Eldeni 
to spend a Sabbath at each Quarterly Meeting for the year, an incali 
culable amount of good will be effected. The. beneficial influ^ii(;e.9C 
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the experience, ministry, and office of the Presiding Elders will br 
extenshreljr felt both by the preachers and membership ; whereas, in 
the present state of things, their office is little more than nominal. 
Ministers of age and experience might be placed in charge of cir« 
ctiits, while the useful preaching abilities of younger men, less ac- 
quainted with the DiscipHne of the Church, and its administration, 
might be r^dered extensively usefuf in carrying on the work of God. 
Quarterly Meeting Conferences which, on the present plan, in many 
stations scaroely have an existence except in name, would be reviv^ 
ftnd organized according to their original order and design, and their 
weight of Useful influence would be felt in every part of the circuits. 
Members of the Church, as in former days of Methodism, would come 
together from the different appointments to improve their spiritual 
state, and strengthen their Christian fellowship, by mutual attendance 
on the meaner of giuce, and by religious intercourse fn conversation 
and prayer. 

In addition tio all these advantages, one of the most formidable 
difficulties in stationing the preachers would be removed. As things 
how are, it is impracticable to supply the stations with preachers 
whose age in the ministry, and knowledge of the Discipline, and of 
men and things, qualify them for charge ; and, consequently, it be- 
comes necessary to place many in this important and not unfrequently 
difficult work, who are only probationers. As an ^lustration of the 
case, and to show to- what an extent it has progressed, we notice two 
Annual Conferences only, in which there are sixty-eight preachers on 
trial, and more than fifty of them in charge ! And yet tnere are be- 
tween twenty and thirty stations in these two Conferences left to be 
supplied by the local preachers, or by such candidates as the Pre- 
siding Elders may receive in the intervals of the Conferences. The 
difficulty is increased by the fact, that many of these little village 
stations are too weak in the membership of the Church to support 
preachers with families, and we have not single men to supply them. 

Can this be a healthful state of the Church ? Is it not the almost 
inevitable result of such a state of things, that Metliodism will gra- 
dually lose its distinctive characteristics, and take the impression of 
the customs and manners of the age ? Is ft not to be apprehended, 
that the influence will he exerted even over our excellent form of 
{)ublic worship, as weH as other denominational institutions, till those 
Who were reared up in the communion of the Church, in the earlier 
fcnd purer days of Methodism, would hardly believe that they were 
in a Methodist congregation? Alasf is not tbis the case, to an 
alarming extent, at the present time ? And where lies the cause of 
this evil? On whom rests the fearful responsibility? The local 
prindfle. In its direct or indirect operations, is at the fotmdWion of the 
Whdle. 

The admission of married men into the itineranty, with heavy 
families, and not unfrequently in embarrassed circumstances, and th6 
permanent location of a great number of the families of the preachers, 
have had a debilitating influence upon the energies of the itinerant 
iyatem. The nuinber of preachers under these locd eBibarrasa^ 
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ineiite, BecesBArily ti^n^Uin^ within ft irerjr limited circle, sdid witli a 
veightof worldly care, is almost incredible, and constantly increasing. 
The result is, that they are so frequently returned to the few circuitii 
within il^eir reach, and so much absent from the work to attend to their 
temporal concerns, as to affect unfavourably the interests of the Church, 
and produce great dissatisfaction among the people. The conse- 
quence is an inadequate support, which furnishes the preacher with a 
j^a for emplo3ring his titne in domestic affairs. In accommodation 
of such cases, the preachers who are wholly devoted to the itine- 
rant work are frequently subjected to the otherwise unnecessary in- 
eonvenience and expense of extensive removals. Add to this, that a 
large ptoportion of the young preachers marry before they graduate 
to the Eldership, and no small number while they are on trial. And 
this has almost ceased to be an objection to dieir admission into 
Ml connection, or continuance on triaL In general it is quite bvM' 
eient thsX ihey h&re " married prudmdfy.^ 

It is not easy to calculate the earont of the influence of this prac- 
tice to enervate the operati6ns of the itinerant ministry. It greatly 
retards the progress of those Biblical aftd theological studies so 
essential to the office and work of Christian ministers in every stage 
of their lives ; but especially in that early period when their cha- 
racters must be formed, if formed at all, for extensive future useful- 
ness. Entering into thi« neyr relation in Hfe before they have ob- 
tained that ripeness ofjudgment, and soundness in knowledge, which^ 
can only be acquired by continued mental labour, in connection with 
the lessons of experience, they soon fmd unexpected embarrassments 
gathering around them. The circuits which would have received 
and sustained them with cordiality as single men, in consideration 
of their youth and want of experience, have very different views and 
feelings when they are sent to them with the encumbrance of a 
family. In fixing the stations, accommodations are sought to meet 
these cases, and no little difficulty frequently occurs in finding cfr- 
euits whieh are able and willing to receive the preacher under such 
circumstances. 

' The consequence, in the greater part of such cases, is an early 
location, or a very circumscribed and heavy movement in the itine- 
rant work. It is to be feared that these men have either mistaken 
their calling in the beginning, or by early temptation lost the spirit 
and power of it. 

If some efficient remedy is not applied to these disorders in the 
. itinerant body, the ultimate results are as certain as the relation of 
efiects to their causes. 

This state of things, it is believed, is intimately connected with, 
and in a great measure induced by, the state of probation for th^ 
ministry, with respect to titne and drcumstaTices. It is well knowri 
lihat by fkr the greater number of the preachers admitted on trial have^ 
had no extraordinary advantages of education ; — that they have been 
in circumstances and employments in 'life which afforded them buf 
Httle time, and limited means, for acquiring that fund of knowledge 
IB the various brandies of Christian, theology which is requisttd to 
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c6s3titiii# "a wprkmaa that needetb not to be M]iaiiied» nglnl^ 
dividing the word of truth." In view of i\ke»efqpt9, and of the ne" 
cessity and in^portanco of improving the ministry^ and preserving the 
itinerancy from those emb^rrsusaments, which have ^ tendency to c^ 
tiffd, if not defeat, its girand designs, we submit it to your d6j[U)€ff¥itef 
consideration whether a valuable end might not be accom[^8hed bgr i 
extending the probation tofwr yeaars, wim suitable guards to preveajt 
die ca^d^dates frc«n involving themselves i^ such don^estic re)^tioii9 
and temporal concems as will hinder their studies and curtail theii; 
labours. 

One of the essential diementsof the strength and efficiency of oiii 
itinerant system, if» indeed, it be not essential to its very existenice^ 
is the mutual consent of the people to relinquish the ch^ce of theii 
particular ministeis, and of the preachers ^ot to select their own par^ 
ticular fields of labour. It is not easy to conceive how the system 
could be preserved without this mutual consent^ It, is, indeed, a 
principle clearly recognised in our ecclesiastical organization. Con* 
aequently all stipulations or contracts between preachers and circuits 
or stations for service or reward are innovations, s,Bd should b(9 
regarded as having a tendency tp disunioi^, and to enfeeble oui 
9ystem. 

Strong and urgent petitions for particular preachers, not unfrequently 
accompanied wiSi assurances that the preachers prayed for are toiUing 
to serve, have become so common, in some pajrts of the work» aft 
gveatly to embarrass the administration. And when such petitions 
are not granted, as in a m^rity of cases they cannot be consistently 
with the general good, it frequently happens th^t both preachers ml 
popple are disappointed and dissatisfied. Some expression of opinioo^ 
at least, by the General Conference on tbis subject might answer ia 
valuable purpose. A nde of discipline providing that no preachar 
shall be returned to*a circuit or station till he shall have been absent 
from it five, years at leasts and that no one shall be stationed in th€i 
same city more than four years in consecutive order,, or reiN^med to it 
till after an absence of six years, and that Presiding Elders be not 
returned to districts on which they shall have travelled foixr years, till 
after ah interval of six years, might have a happy infiuence.on. tbf 
itmeraifcy, and greatly relievei the administration in fixing the ap- 
pointments. 

The annual examination of character in the Conferences, a,Bd the 
frequent complaints from circuits and stations, afford grounds to 
fear that there is, to a considerable extent, such a neglect of pastoral 
duties as to diminish our congregations^ and produce a decline in tb§ 
spirituality of the societies. 

The requisitions of the Discipline on this branch of ministe|i9) 
duty are clpax and full ; and every preacher is bound not only ill 
general by ^e. nature and end of his holy vocation, bu^ in partievl^. 
by his soleipn promises to perform this duty., We cannot, the^r^fi^t 
perceive that any additional rule of Discipline would remedy the en)] 
^ut a cl,eax and strong expression of the sentiments of lliis;body oq 
44s. and other ^bj^'c.ts in which it shall appear that t)iiere is ,adppa||« 
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ture from the excellent provisions of our Discipline, either in the form 
of resolutions, or of an address, might accomplish great good. 

That there is defect in our plan of missionary operations cannot foe 
doubted foy seaj who have examined it with any attention. It is certainly 
defective in finance ; as &e various, and conflicting, and changing 
methods, proposed and recommended for raising funds, and an empty 
and indebted treasuiy, clearly demonstrate. 

Simplicity, uniformity, and stability, we apprehend, are essential ele- 
mentsofeTerysomid systemof finance. Simplicity, thatit may be clearly 
and easOy understood — ^uniformity, the same in every place where it 
dperates«^stab^ity, not subject to^ change. It does not follow from 
this view that various sources of 'revenue may not be provided for, 
which, like so many distinct streams, shall swell die fountain of the 
general treasury. To illustrate a system embracing these elements^ 
with direct reference to creating a fund tt> meet the demands of our 
missionary work : — Suppose the basi$ of the plan to be five cents a 
mmUh^ to be given by every member in chtss throughout the whole 
connection. A book to be kept in the class with the names of the 
members, and monthly entry of die /kw eents to the creditof each ; so 
that it may be shown at the end of the year what each member has 
given, and what is the aggregate ameuac. 

CoUaieral semrees rfrewnue : — 

1st. A qaaiteriy collection in every class, rich or poor, white or 
ookmred ; giving the richer members an opportnnity to abound in the 
riches of their liberality over and above their regular monthly offerings; 

2d. An annual puUic collection in every congregation, on every 
circuit and in every static^. Make no eoBeepHan^ ami aUaw no disere* 
tion, Jios^i fight opposition, but wear it out ^ p^sewranee, 

3d. At every anniversaiy of the Parent or Auxiliary Societies take 
up a collection, not under the influence of propositions to make A., 
6., and C. life members of the society ; or to name, or educate an 
bidian or African child ; but under the pressure of enlightened and 
enlarged vieWs of the principles, designs, and objects of the institution* 

4ib. life and annual subscriptions. 

5th. Legacies, donations, &c. The great Christian principle car- 
ried out through the whole, *^Freelf ye have received, freely give." 

It would manifeet a great deficiency in the knowledge of man, 
both in his individual character and in his associations, to suppose that 
this, or any system of finance, would be universally approved, or that 
it could be carried into general and successful operadon in a short 
ume, and with little effort. But it would be a stronger proof of 
weakness to abandon or change it on that account. Settle the plan, 
whatever it may be, and publish it in the Discipline, and in all oui^ 
oflkial journals, and read it in all die societies and congregations, 
and persevere in it in the face of all opposition from every quarter, 
and iu ultimate success will be certainly seemed. The eonvictim 
of Aie duty sad obligati0B to support tbe institution, with such infer- 
maflen» and under the influence of such fliotives as will be presented^ 
will be increased unul it acquires the strength of a confirmed habit^ 
and combjnea itself inseparably widi the principles and duties of 

L 
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religion. Parents vtU teacH it to their children, madtersr to t&mr 
servants,, and Sabbatb-sehool teachers to their scholars ; and thB» 
it will gatheir strength, and be carried down through successive 
generations. The genius of our holy Christianity,, inmratable in its 
elements, should, as far as human contingencies will admit, impress 
its own character on every institution auxiliary to the accomplish^ 
ment of its grand designs. Settle your system according to these 
principles, and if it &ils, it will be for want of efficiency on the part of 
Uie preachers, and not for lack of will or ability on the part of the 
people. 

But it is not suficient that we have a full treasury. A second, 
and not less important department of this great and benevolent enter- 
prise, is a plan of appropriation and expenditure. But as this re- 
quires the constitution of different offices, with powers and duties 
clearly defined and suitably restricted, and as we presume you will 
have an a^le Committee on the subject, we submit the whole to you, 
to whom it properly belongs, beilig confident that you w^l devote 
t^iat time and attentioiv to it wMch its impcNrtance demands. 

The German Missions have greatly increased in number, extent, 
and interest^ since your last session \ and the field of usofidness is 
constantly enlarging before us in this very important department oi 
our missionary work. Surely the hand of God is in ^s thing. We 
see, and should thankfully acknowledge and adore that hand, in 
raising up missionaries from among both the American and native 
Germans, the fruits of whose labours afiTord Scriptural evidence diaf 
they are truly called of Grod. The mission which commenced in 
the Ohio Conference as the appearance of a cloud scarcely larger 
than a ^< humaa band/* has now spread into twelve Conferences, 
with fertilizing infiuence, and with rich promise of a more abundant 
shoWer. And the "sound of abundance of rain'^ has not only gone 
out through the length and bwadth of these lands, but its echo 
has already crossed the Atlantic, and is hearS, although as yet but 
faintly, in ancient Germany. May it grow louder and louder, till it 
wakes up slumbering millions in that land which was tfao birth-place 
and the nursery of tlie glorious Reformation ! The location A the 
German Missions in so many Annual Conferences, aood the mission- 
aries holding their relations to the several Conferences wkhin the 
bounds of which they labour,, are attended with no small difficulty 
and embarrassment. Most of the missionaries are young in the 
ministry, and very imperfectly acquainted with the English language. . 
This renders it very difficult, and sometimes wholly impracticable^ 
for them to give the Presiding Elders, or the Conference, such in- 
. formation of their work as is necessary, or pass tlu-ough the exami* 
nations required by the Discipline, unless there are members who 
are well acquainted with both tongues to act as istei^retets f and » 
many oases there are ncme who can d6 this. 

The conferaiices in which ^-im^ions are sitoated sit at differ^ 
^t times, and are attended by different Superintendents. Gonse^ 
gently they cannot know the condition of the work, or the ctrcuni^ 
Stances of the missicmaries in those oonfersn^es whicbthey do noi 
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attend. And as it is necessorf, in the present state of die missions, 
CO make frequent changes of the missionaries from one Conference to 
another, great embarrassments grow out 6f these circumstances. In 
Tiew of the whole subject, we are of opinion that the work would b^ 
managed with much less difficulty, and more effectually promoted^ 
by the constitution of a German Missionary Conference, which 
would bring the whole work, at the same time, under the oversight 
of one Superintendent, and thereby enable him to make the necessary 
changes with no greater loss of time, and probably with less expense^ 
than on the present system. Ano^er great advantage would arise 
from this plan. All the missionaries would be together at the same 
time and place. The young men would have the benefit of the in- 
struction and counsel of their elder brethren, communicated in a lan- 
guage which they could understand. All their examinations might 
be in their own tongue, by ministers of sound understanding, and 
mature age, and well informed in the doctrines, discipline, and insti- 
tutions of Methodism. This would greatly advance their improve- 
ment in the essential qualifications for their work ; and at the same 
time, as all would be interpreted, to enable the President to have full 
information of the state of the missions, and of the men to fill them, 
those who were unacquainted with the English language would have 
ft most favourable opportunity to improve in the knowledge of it. 

In case of the institution of such a Conference, the missions in 
New- York, Baltimore, Mobile, and Philadelphia, and, if advisable, 
New-Orleans, might remain, as they now are, attached to the seve- 
ral Conferences in which they are located. And, comparatively, no 
inconvenience would arise from this, as the missionaries in charge 
are well acquainted with both languages. All the other missions 
being in the West, where the facilities of travelling are so great, and 
the fare so low, we apprehend no valid objection to the proposed 
Conference can be urged on the ground of the loss of time, or ex- 
pense of money. 

Our Indian Missions claim your particular attention. You will be 
put in possession of important information relative to this department 
of our missionary operations. It is therefore unnecessary for us to 
enter into details. And we judge it inexpedient, in this form of com- 
nmnication, to point out those. agencies, either developed or concealed, 
which exert an influence hostile to our efforts to evangelize the In- 
dian tribes. Our business is to detect the rise, and ^watch the pro- 
gress, of these measures, as far as we can, and to employ all lawful and 
prudential means, either to remove them, or counteract their ruinous 
tendency. 

The preaching of the Gospel of Christ, in its simplicity, purity, and 
power, is suitable to the condition of the whole human race, whether 
civiliced or savage. And this adaptation is founded 'in the infinite 
^sdom and benevolence of its divine Author. But there are collate- 
W and advcntiye measures which are within the {Jh)vince of sound 
CSfetistian prudence and discretion; and therefore maybe adopted 
and modified according to existing circumstances.' A knowledge of 
flife Indian character, — of their habits and fcustoms, — of their tradiS' 
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tkwa and pi^judicee, — ef the rekticms they aiwtam to each other, and 
10 the civil gorenuaent of the comtrj^ is of no small inportaace 10 
the adoption and execulipn of tbeae meaaures. The education of the 
Indian, auch as it is, teaches him to veneraie age; and fxom his 
knowledge of the white man, he learns to be anspieioue. And it i» 
only by trial and acquaintance that his confidence is secured. In 
relation to these facts, the employment of young and inexperienced 
Qoen, both in the missions a^ schools^ and the frequent changes 
which hitherto hftve been almost unavoidable, have been nnfavouia- 
ble to our success. But with all these disadvantagea, we have abttn« 
dant cause to rejoice and take courage. We are doing a great work 
in the principal missioas and schools, as Reports will show. 

Although we have not been able to extend the missions among the 
people of colour in the southern and southwestern states aecordmg to 
our ardent desires, and the providential openings before ua, for want 
of pecuniary means, still we rejoice that we have not been e<Hi^Ued 
to abandon the fields which we have already under cultivation ; and 
that we have been eiuibledto occupy some new and very promising 
grounds. It is a matt^ of gratdation to the friends of humanity and 
religion, and of devout thanksgiving to God, that the unhappy excite* 
ment whidi, for aeveral years, spread a daik clond over onr prosip 
pects, and weakened onr hands, and filled our hearts with grief, han 
died away, and almost ceased to blast our labours. Confidence in the 
integrity of our principles, and the purity of our motives, which for a 
time was shaken, is restored. New and extensive fields are opening 
before us, and inviting us to the harvest. The conviction of the duty 
and benefit of giving religious instruction to servants is constantly 
increasing. The self-sacrificing zeal of the missionaries is worthy <^ 
the cause in which they are engaged, — the cause of humanity ; the 
cause of the salvation of souls ; the cause of God. Brethren, sufifev 
us to beseech you, by the tender mercies of God, by the precious 
blood of Jesus, and by the crying spiritual wants of perishing thou* 
aands for whom he died, to strengthen the hands and encourage the 
hearts of your feUow-l^urers, who are more directly engaged m 
this blessed work, by your ceaseless prayers to God for them. 

We cannot but view it as a matter of deep regret, that the spiritual 
interests of the people of colour, in these United States, have been so 
long and so greatly neglected by the Christian Churches. And it is 
greatly to be feared, that we are not innocent in this thiug. While 
we profess J^ sympathize with millions of the African race in this 
land, being/children of the same common Father of mankind, ^' wh^ 
has made bf7>ne J>lood all nations of men to dwell upon the face of 
the whole earth ;]j>ut who are deprived of equal civil right:%and privi- 
leges with the white citizens, by the laws and inatitutioos of th^ 
. oountiy, over which we have no control ; have we not been ae^ 
gent is their higher, even their eternal, intareata, which we aM ^ 
perfect liber^, and have the means, to promote 7 Ai»d, if ao, is qq| 
this neglect, especially in their circumstanoes, a violation pf the law9 
of our common nature, and the obligations founded in the relations wet 
^Ag^ to them in a. common brotherhood?. There ip, blessed 1^ 
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God, no fear in liie lawa of oor country to prevent them from receiving 
refigiouB instroctionf, or being gathered into the fold of God. Here, 
Aen, we have an open door. We may preach the Grospel of Christ 
16 them, unite them in the communion of hid Church, and introduce 
diem to a panicipation of the blessings of her fellowship, and (hus be 
the instruments of their preparation for the riches of the inheritance 
of the saints in glory. This, as ministers of Christ, is Our work, and 
should be our glory and joy.£;^his, by the grace of God helping us, 
#e can do; but to ra|^ them to eqUal civil rights and privileges is 
not within out pOwer.Z7 Let us not labour in vain, and spend our 
strength lor naught. In this cause we are debtoifs both to the bond 
«nd the free ; yea, to all men. But are we, as servants of a Master 
whose kingdom Is not of this world; discharging our obligations to 
the utmost extent of our ability? Have we neglected no means within 
Otir power to promote die present and eternal well-being of this nUi* 
nierous and needy class of our brethren ? het facts give the answer. 
]^om an examination of official records, it appears that there are four 
Atlnual Conferences, in which there is tiot a single coloured member 
in the Church. » Eight others have an aggregate number of four hun- 
dted and sixty-three, p.veraging less than sixty. And taking fifteen, 
almost one half of the Conferences in the connection, and some of 
them among the largest, both in the ministry and membership, and the 
whole number of coloured members is but one thousand three hun- 
dred and nine, giving an average of less than ninety. It }s well 
known th^t in many of these Conferences there is a numerous 
coloured population, and in each of them a very considerable numiber. 
It is presumed that the fVeedom of the people of colour, within the 
bounds of these Conferences, will not be urged as the cause of their 
not being brought under religious influence, and gathered into the fold 
of Christ. We are certainly not prepared to admit that a state of ser- 
vitude is more favourable to the success of the Gospel, in its experi- 
mental and practical effects, than a state of freedom. Facts will 
elearly show that this is not the cause. In the city of Baltimore 
alone there are nearly four times the number of coloured people in 
Ate Church that we find in the fifteen Conferences referred to ; and, 
yet a vast majority of them axo as free as they are in almost all the 
states embraced in theiie Conferences. It may be well for us to ex- 
amine this subject carefully, in connection with our high responsi- 
bility. 

After reviewing with careful attention the views we submitted at 
your last session on the subject of collegiate education, we see no 
cause for changing those views in any material point. But so far 
as facts have transpired, they have confirmed us in the correctness 
of the opinions we had then formed. What at that time appeared 
with many, and it may be with the General Conference itself, to be 
only doubtful iii policy, will now appear in the light and force of 
&ct8, not to be resisted. What then seemed to us sound in theory, 
will now be presented with that kind of demonstration which is de« 
rived from the agreement of effects with their causes. We appre- 
hend that if accurate and fuU reports of the financial condition orour 
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cqllegiate institutions are laid before/yoa, as they certainly should be, 
it will clearly appear, as matter offact^ that a number of them are 
trembling to their foundations ; and if they have not already sus- 
pended their operations and closed their doors as colleges, such a 
painful issue is no longer doubtful. These colleges may have had 
their rise and progress without your direction or superintendence ; 
but they cannot have their decline and fall without involving your 
reputation, and that of the whole Church. The community at large 
are authorized to c(Misider them Methodist institutions. And will it 
not be said that, not having counted the cost, we began to build, but 
were not able to finish? We cannot but believe thajlthis state of 
things is the result of sectional action, without accurate caUndattom 
of the permanent revenue necessary to sustain such institutions* 
And here we beg leave to repeat, in substance, what we submitted 
in our former Address — That universities and colleges should nevec 
be considered as settled upon a safe and firm foundatioa ^ they aro^ 
endowed with permanent funds, affording an available revenue equal 
to the support of their faculties. Common sense, and common ex- 
perience, without any very close financial calculations, and without' 
waiting for the painful evidence which & failure will afford, are suffi- 
cient to demonstrate that such institutions ckn never be -effectually 
sustained, according to their true design, by a promiscuous revenue, 
derived from annual subscriptiona and donations, at the will of the 
patrons. , It must be evident that the only safe basis of financial 
calculaetion is the relation between assets and liabilities'— income and 
outlay ; and if the former is not equal to the latter, there, is defect^ 
either in the design or* execution of the system. If by any measures 
which the General Conference can devise, and the sectional pro« 
visions and control , of these institutions will admit, any number of 
them can be placed upon a permanent foundation, and elevated ifk 
their real character to what is impUed in their titles, ^they would cer- 
tainly be a very valuable acquisition to science and literature, and of ^ 
great and general benefit to the Church. But, in case of their failure^ 
a reaction will be produced, ruinous of our educational enterprise^ 
from the effects of which it will require a long time, with greal 
labour and expense, to recover. 

The improvement of our ministry in Biblical literature and general 
theological science — the diffusion of the elements of useful and gene- 
ral knowledge among the people of our charge — and the training of 
the rising generation, are subjects of such vast magnitude and import* 
ance as to require our most profound regard. The events which are 
now transpiring in the Church and in the world, and especially in 
our own country, with the aspects they cast upon the future, can 
scarcely fail to arrest the attention of wise and good men. With, 
such *^ signs of the times'^ before us, in the position which we now 
occupy among the Protestant Churches of Christendom, we should 
be unfaithful to our Master and his cause, and to the millions who 
look to us as their instructors in matters of Christian faith and.prac* 
tice, if we did n9t adopt measures and put forth efforts i^uitable to the 
exigencies of the times. 
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Perhaps bo period in the history of tbe Chnsdi sia^a the iSuttrioiis 
•era of the Reformation has been distinguished by more deeply-inte- 
resting occurrences than a few of the last yeaxs. And however carQ- 
fxdiy the elements Mrhich are now in operation* both in civil and rell- 
^ous communities, may be analyzed, or by whatever power of asso- 
x^iation of which the human mind is capable in application to causes 
and effects, ^results may. be calculated, it requires a mind which can 
icomprehend xhe future as perfectly as the past to determine what will 
Jbe the ultimate issues. 

It cannot have escaped the observation of the evangelical Protest- 
ant Churches that th^se last few years have been marked with a re- 
newed, and simultaneous, and mighty movement of Papal Rome to 
recover that domination and influeuQe which she so reluctantly yield- 
ed to the champions x)f Scriptural truth and righteousness in the six- 
teenth century. Civil and ecclesiastical legislation, — arts and sci- 
ences, and literature, — have £^11 been laid under contribution to pro- 
mote the deep design. The restoration of orders which, if not 
extinct, had become almost powerless, the multiplication of priests, 
and the increase of prelatical dignitaries, are all employ^ in conneo- 
iional harmony, to achieve the objects of the enterprise. The esta- 
blishment of schools* and colleges, literary and theological, with a 
design to wield the mighty engine of education to niouU the minds 
of the rising generation in conformity to^the doctrines of their creed, 
and the forms of their worship, is no unimportant or inefficient part 
of that extensive system of policy which is now in operation. 

The press, whose name is legion, by its issues of books and peri- 
odicals for popular reading, like the legends and ballads of other 
days, is made to exert an influenoe powerful in its combination, and 
certain in its results. And to give the greater security to the ad- 
vancement and final success of ihis vast and complicated machinery, 
the whole must be kept in motion under the mystic veil of a subtle 
and false theology, and hy the imposition of pompous forms and 
ceremonies. To cap the climax, the Holy JScriptures ara denied to 
the mass of the people, and repudiated as the only and sufficient 
rule of faith and practice, and creeds, and tradition, and councils, 
doubtful and contradictory* are superadded to supply the defect of 
the inspired canon. With such a combination of powerful agencies 
Romanism is now labouring, not only to recover what it lost of its 
former supremacy in the Reformation^ but also to assert and establish 
its monstrous pretensions in countries never subject either to its 
civil or ecclesiastical authority^ With these weapons the Papal 
power has invaded Protestant communities with such success as 
should awaken and unite the energies of the evangelical Churches 
of Christ in every part of the world. 

But it is not to the measures of the Pwal hierarchy alone that we 
must look as distinguishing the period of which we speak. Coun- 
tries professedly Protestant have become the theatres of transactions 
of the deepest interest to all Christians who would maintain (he su- 
premacy of the Hcdy Scriptures, and the purity and spirituality of 
ihe Church catholic, in the ministration of the word, and ordinances. 
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dignitaries of the National EstablishmeBtof England, and the corres- 
ponding pretensions of " High Churchmen'^ in onr own country, are- 
too stronglj nmtked as significant ^ signs of the times," to pass- nn- 
obserred ty those denominations of Christians who are wimoat the 
visible pale of *^ the Chorch" urging such claims to exclasiVe dinne 
rights. Were this a question of simple abstract theory oi^, non- 
confonning and dissendng Chmches mi^ very safely retire from the 
field, And leave the controversy to be conducted and settled by the 
hostile champions of either party in **the only true apost^ical 
Church." But when the subject is viewed in its true aspect, as in- • 
Tolving important doctrines of Scripture revelation, and results of 
momentous eoneem, not only to aH Christian Churches not having 
derived thdr ministerial functions in the regular order of the pretend- 
ed ^ divine apostolical succession,'' but also to millions of a faUen 
world, who, it is to be feared, will never be gathered into the ftdd of 
Christ, and have ^' the pure word of God preached, and th^ sacrar* 
ments duly administered, according to Christ's ordinance, in aO those 
things that of necessity are requisite to the same," if they are to de- 
pend on these ^^ successors of the apostles" to convey to them such 
inestimable blessings, it must be considered of sufficient importance 
to call into requisition the united, vigorous, and persevering eflbrt of 
the whole body of Protestant Christians who disclaim such high pre- 
tensicms. 

It is too obvious to be denied, that, if these claims can be sustained 
by the authority of Holy Scripture, there is no valid Christian 
ministry — ^that is, no ministry authorized and approved by Christ, or 
called according to his will by the Holy Ghost-^which has not been in- 
stituted by the consecration of an order who are the regular and author- 
ized successors of the holy aposdes in an uninterrupted line of descent. 

Upon the same premises it is equally certain that there is no body of 
Christians, by vi^atever name or title it lAay be known, which has 
any valid claim to be a Church, according to Christ's institution, 
which is not ccmstituted by, and in connection with, a ministry 
receiving all its authority by virtue of this unbroken apostolic succes- 
sion ; and consequently, that the sacraments of Christ, administered 
out of this order of succession, are as invalid, not to say profane, as 
would liave been the services, under the law which God had exclu- 
sively committed to the priesthood, had they been performed by other 
hands. 

Now we, in common with all other nonconformiiig and dissenting 
Christians, repudiate .these high and exclusive pretensions ; firmly 
bdlieving Uiat they cannot be sustained by Holy Scripture, by tra- 
dition, or by any authority of the early Fathers. And whatever con- 
fidence we may have in the soundness of the faith, and genuineness 
of the piety, (and we rejoice to have such confidence,) both of clergy 
and laity in a Church which claims such exclusive right, we cannot 
relinquish what we believe to be our " high calling of God" to the 
pretensions of men, however distinguished, founded on a succession 



Address of the Bishops. ^ 169 

which, w« are firmly persuaded, is trithout authority from any histi- 
totion of Christ, or his holy Apostles, and which, as we beliere. 
Omniscience itself cannot trace. 

To make, the validity of the ministry of the word and ordinances 
of Clnrist depend, to say the least, npon snch doubtful authority, is to 
unsettfe, ifnot remove, that sure foundation of apostolic doctrine oii 
which the Church <^ Christ is built. It neutralizes that fimdaniemid 
truth of the Gospel revelation, that the tiainistry appointed and per- 
petuated in Christ's kingdom upon earth involves these essetftial doc- 
trines : — ^The specitd calling of Gfod by the Holy Ghost — the -abiding 
influence of the same {loly Spirit — ptirity of doctrme, according to 
the only and sufficient rule of faitl^—^a spiritual union with Christ, 
the living and only Head of his Church— and a life of sincere and 
humble obedience to his commands. The practical restdts of such 
a theory are natural and obvious. 

The Holy Scriptures, as the unadulterated fountain of truth, are 
the'surest safeguard against the prevalence of these Papal and pre- 
latical dogmas. If the Bible is prohibited, or its defect as a rule of 
faith and practice maintained, as t^e means of giving curriBncy to the 
most dangerous aqd. fatal errors, it is the sound policy, as well as 
the sacred duty, of the friends of evangelical truth and godtiness to 
use their utmost efforts to put this blessed book into as many Stands 
as possible ; and to circulate it both at home and in foreign lands to 
the utmost extent of their ability. 

Popery fears nothing so much as the book of God in the hands of 
the common mass of the people. It is the " sword of the Spirit" 
piercing through and through, and exposing to open day its deadly _ 
errors, and its deep and hidden designs. 

The exigences of the times call aloud for renewed effort on l&e 
part of the Church, and especially the ministry, to disseminate these • 
precious oracles of God. No pains should be spared to get them into 
all the families to which we can have access. Our missionaries, 
especially such as labour in towns and cities, among seamen, in the 
German missions, and on foreign stations, should be well supplied 
with Bibles for gratuitous distribution. 'Our influence must be ex- 
erted in the pulpit and from the presd, and by every lawful and pru- 
dent measure, till every institution of learning under our patronage or 
control is leavened with the word of God, and till it is uniyerstdly 
introduced as a text-book in the common-school system of education 
in our country. It must be our Alpha and Omega in our studies, in 
our preaching, and at our family altars. A Bibhcal department in aB 
our official journals, devoted exclusively to the Bible cause, might be 
of incalculable benefit in advancing this great interest. We suggest 
the inquiry whether the very large proportion of these journals now 
filled up with common obituary notices, to say nothing of the poetical 
columns, would not be more availaUe in promoting the cause of Grod 
and truth, if these notices should, to a great extent, be omitted to giv^ 

Elace to such a department. " The American Bible Society" has a 
igh claim upon us in the position we now sustain among the Chrii^ 
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t^m Churches, and with the means within our power to promote those 
^and enterprises the ultimate object of which is the conversion of the 
world to God, In this great, and benevolent, and evangelical' institu- 
tion, there is not a single trait of sectarianism, or denominational lit- 
tleness. It is a vast catholic concern, from the aid of wluch no lover 
of Jesus, and the souls he has redeemed with his blood, has any valid 
cause t6 withhold his hand. We recommend the adoption of such 
'measures as your wisdom may devise to bring more effectually into 
requisi^on the resources of the Church, and the peo]de who attend our 
ministry in promoting the designs of the institution. 

The necessity and importance of a thorough course of Biblical 
literature and theological science, for the improvement of our minis- 
try, have long been felt, and the want of it seen ftnd regretted by many 
of our able and most useful ministers, and by thousands of our en- 
lightened and devoted ' members, and never more than at the pre- 
sent day. 

It is a well-known fact that the Romanists were never engaged .in 
fortifying their system, and pushing forward its designs on this ground 
to so great an extent as at the* present time. They know the power 
of the priesthood, and they are determined to employ it to the best 
advantage. The Protestant Churches are diligently employed in the 
same work. But such a aystematic course of study is still a deside- 
ratum in ojir own Church. We have already in print many invalua- 
ble books in several branches of Christian theology, ahd by selec- 
tion and abridgment a complete course might be prepared with such 
ax\ amount of labour and expense as would be light in the balance, 
compared with the benefits which would be dterived from it. If we 
would contend successfully with the great and growing errors of the 
age, especially those to which we have alluded, and advance the tri- 
umph of the uncorrupted truth of God, it appears of the utmost inP 
portance that our ministry should be more perfectly disciplined for the 
great work. 

If all the ministers cannot avail themselves, to any great extent, of 
the advantages of such a course, very many of tliem can, and this ' 
would be a rich compensation for all the labour and expense. 

Sunday-school instruction may justly be regarded as one of the 
most effectual auxiliaries which we can employ for the prevention <^ 
the destructive influence of error, by preoccupying the infant mind 
with the germs of Scriptural truth. . Although it is matter of rejoicing 
that a great amount of good has been accomplished by this servicei 
it is beUeved that much more might be done with a system better 
adapted to the capacities of the subjects of instruction, and with books 
suitable to different classes in the several stages of improvement. 
Classification, for many reasons^ has always been regarded as an im- 
portant provision in a system of instruction, especially for children. 
We need npt enlarge on its utility : but we are deeply impressed with 
the necessity and obligation of renewed and persevering effort in 
extending the operations of the institution, so as to embrace tens of 
thooiBands qf the children of our people who have not been brought 
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both. with respect to the saode of instniction, and the books to be used, 
80 as .to afford the best h^ps and the greatest facility in accompHshiiig 
its benevolent designs. We recommenii to jowt deliberate attention 
the memorial of the Cincinnati Book Gonunittee on this interesting 
subject. . » 

Joshua Sottle, 

ElUAH HSBDINO, 

' ' James O. ANjxRfew, 

B. Wa0oh, 

Thos. a. Morris. 

« 

New^York, May 2, 1844. 



B.— ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE. 

Ta the Bishops of the M. E. Church in the United States ofAmeriea :— 

Very Dear Brethren, — Finding it impracticable at this time 
to depute a personal messenger from our body as a representative in 
ypur next General Conference of our fraternal relation to you, we 
have resolved tp address you by letter, and in this way to maintain 
that friendly intercourse with you which we trust nothing will ever 
be permitted to interrupt or destroy. Partakers, as we are, of th^ 
same origin, the same faith, the same spiritual blessings, and, with a 
few external and circumstantial differences, of the same ecclesiastical 
discipline, we desire that we may also continue to be partakers of 
•the benefits which spring from a free interchange of Christian fellow- 
ship. Our prayer to God is, that pure and primitive Christianity may 
flourish yet more abundantly among us on both sides of the Atlantic/ 
and that " mercy unto you," as well as unto ourselves, " arid peace, and 
love," may ** be multij&ied." 

The visit of your honoured delegate, the venerable Bishop Soule, 
to our country, was exceedingly welcome and gratifying to us. Hit 
kindly spirit in every season of our more private interviews with 
him, — ^the lively interest which he took in all our copcems, whether 
don^estic or foreign,— -the copious information with which he favourej 
us concerning the plansi, proceedings, and evangelical conquests of 
your branch of qur Lord's universal church, — and his truly able: and 
edifying public ministrations among us, have left an impression oq 
our minds which time will not easily efface. Long may he be spare4 
in life, s^nd blessed, by our Heavenly Master, as an instrument of yet 
greater and^ more extensive good ! By the care of Divine ProvidencOi 
he is now returned in safety to your shores ; and, he will be able tQ 
supply you with intelligence of our movements, trials, and successes^ 
far beyond what we should be able to convey in any written commu- 
nication. 

We should do injustice to our sentiments and feelings toward the 



koaemred oompmim of ^ ymenible BiAop, ike ReK Thonw^B. 
Sasgent, wers we ii6t to express the BAlisfaction and pleasitfe wldch 
•Us visit has afforded us. His amiable i^Nfit, ardent piety, nndstenal . 
aenrioes and interconrse, hsLve been highly gnrfafyifigtoomselres and 
beneficial to those congregations of ma people to whom he has pfo- 
claimed tHe common salvation. 

Sincerely do we unite with vou in thanksgivings to Almighty God, 
•* the Father of mercies, and toe God of all consolation,'^ for the ex- 
traoiduiary prosperity which he has granted to the patient and self- 
denying eilbrts of his servants in the Western world. When we 
reflect on the magnitude of that field which you and your coadjutors 
are employed to cultivate, — on the number of" the agenta who are in- 
cessanUy engaged in the work,— on^ the vast increase which you have 
the happiness annually to report, — and on the indirect influence 
which your eflicient toil can scarcely fail to exert on other Christian 
communities, we rest in the satisfactory assurance that " Christ is" so- 
widely " preached,** not "in pretence," but *^ in troth," among large 
masses of redeemed human beings, whom we have not known, or are 
ever likely to know, in the flesh ; and we " therein do rejoice, yea, 
and will rejoice." Our hope is that, in your case, that promise will 
be constantly fulfilled : " The Lord will create upon every dwelling 
place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smdce by 
day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night : for, upon all the glory 
shall be a defence," — ** the glory" of the Lord himself, the glory o[ 
fais abiding presence and favour, "shall over all be a cohering," and, 
^erefore, a sure defence and protection. 

From a careful consideration of questions which are agitated at the 
present time in Great Britain, and, less or more, in America also, we 
are, constrained to adhere, with firmer tenacity, if possible, than ever, 
to the high principle, that Holy Scripture is our supreme and sole <w- • 
thoritif in all matters rf revealed truth. Nor would we ai;«>t9 this prin- 
ciple merely, or plead for it in occasional controversy ; we %ould, by 
mb help of God, practically and habitually act upon it. It is our fer- 
vent wish that all the ministers who are connected with us should 
devote themselves, with growing diligence, to the prayerful study of 
God*s own Book,— shoidd avail themselves of every aid within their 
Ireach toward its right interpretation, — should expound it widi all at- 
tainable skiU, and apply it to the several classes of their hearers 
with calm and unflinching fidelity, — and should always have it in 
their power to say, in declaration of the sacred canon by which they 
are themselves uniformly guided, "To the law and to the testimony: 
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no 
light in mem." 

NcMT would we neglect the continual exposition and entorcement of 
the vital Protestant doctrme, which our fathers and we have learned 
from the Scriptures of God, that sinful man can be justified, in the 
sight of his offended Judge, only " by grace through faith " in our Lord^s 
atoning sacrylce. '' Nothing but this," to use the words of oar re- 
vered founder, " can effectually prevent the increase of the Romish 
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delusion amoQ^ us^'' whatever form that dekusipn may assimie, and '^ ia 
whatever degree it may exist." It is endless to attack* one by <m6j 
all the errors of that Church. But 'salvation by faith strikes at th^ 
root, and all fall at once where thi^ is established. It was this doo* 
trine^ which our Church, *' the Church of England," justly calls '* tk^ 
strong rock and foundation of the Christian religion, that first drofv^i 
Popery out of these kingdoms ; and it is this alone can keep it out." 

Man's gratuitous pardon, justification, adoption into the family of 
God, through faith-^rsealed on the heart of the penitent believer bjr 
the Holy Spirit's testimony — and, by means of that very testimony, 
accompanied with a divine change of heart, and, consequently, <rf 
Iife,^~this opens to us a scheme of saving truth, most plainly taugnt in 
the Word of God, and most evidently confirmed by the experience of 
countless numbers in all parts of the world, who, " being justified by 
fkith," have thus, and thus only, found " peace with God through 01^ 
Lord Jesus Christ," with all its attendant and following benefits.' To 
this doctrine, then, we would resolutely cleave. We would proclaioi 
it in its own simplicity, apart from philosophical niceties, unprofitable 
distinctions, or a new vocabulary of tisrms ; and we are pejrsuadeA 
that, while we do this with honest, consistent, and patient zeal, ** thi 
Load our God " will ^ be with us, as he w»S: with our latliera :" l^ 
will *' not leave us, nor forsake us," 
^ Pursuant to the same system of restoring mercy, we feel it to fa^ 
our duty to press upon our hearers the importance of seeking ai^d 
acquiring a more plentiftd enjoyment of God^s sanctifying grace* When 
they '* have received Christ Jesus the Lord," by that faith which 
plants him in the heart, we would earnestly admonish them, in th», 
words of the holy Apostle : " Walk ye in him : rooted and huih ^ ia 
him, and stablis?ted in the faith, as ye. have been taught, otHmndin^ 
therein with thanksgiving," — " nourished up^ as he elsewhere speaks^ 
*ia the words of faith and of good doctrine." By thegradous.ap*^ 
pointment of God, " many," ev^n now, " run to/and fro," i^ yom la»4 
and in ours, '^and knowledge is ipcreasted," For this we. are mki{ 
fei^edly thankful to tli^ with whon». vjH ligbt> dwells, But whi# 
avails knowledge, though it be a knowledge of the plan and science^ 
of salvation itself, unless that knowledge be snbordinata and ^lualiary 
to tB^Aom f *' Xh,e. Holy Scriptures " are intended, as they are also 
'*able,^^ by the Spirit's agency, to "mak^ ua wiso^ unto salvalj^ 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." Our people need more wis- 
dom, — we need more wisdom, — ^in the attainment of a deeper spiritual 
experience, in the more skilful conduct of the Christian life, in the 
more sedulous cultivation and maintenance of right tempers, words, 
and practice. May *' the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, give unto" all his Church ^ the spirit of wisdom and revela- 
tion in the knowledge of Him !" 

Yet further, we are sensible of the necessity of striving, in every* 
thmg, todMerve the dedared wOlof €M, and aol to follow the taw of 
huuM esBpeHenof or auommodaiion. We are, indeed, to be " nude 
all things to all men;" but it is that we may "by dl means jom 
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Bdine:" — ^"ereryoneof ns** is to «* please his neighbour ;" but ^n 
it must be **for Yds good txy edification." Temptations arise, in'i&e 
i^resent day, from established usages, from our own long familiarity 
with thii^gs which will not bear a close Scriptural inspection, from 
national prepossessions and partialities, from a fear of exciting power- 
ta\ opposition, and from various other sources ; and these temptations 
may seduce us, if we do not vigilantly guard against them, into com- 
pliances unworthy of our Christian and ministerial profession. To 
this danger we would be continually awake, lest we should substitute 
earthly in the place of heavenly motives, or, at least, injuriously mix 
and confound the one with the other. Ought it not to be every man's . 
devout inquiry, ** Lord, what wilt thou have me to do t" And ought 
not every Christian minister to be able to say, in the language of St. 
Paul's exemplary aj^eal to the Galatians, " Do I now persuade men, 
or Gt)d? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I 
fthould not be' the servant of Christ." Let us encourage and assist 
«ach other to perform every part of the Lord?s work in the Lord's 
own appointed way ; and let us humbly pray that he may, in no cir- 
cumstance, relation, or walk of liia, " leave us destitute of his mercy 
and his truth." We are, as we trust, right-minded in the prosecution 
and promotion of the suUime spiritual objects of our common Chris- 
tianity ; and "if in anything we be otherwise," or differently, ** minded, 
God shall '^ assuredly ^* reveal 6ven this unto us," if we wait on him 
^ in simplicity and godly sincerity," and exercise an entire submis- 
sion to all his pleasure. 

And now, very dear brethren, we " commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build us up," wherever our 
earthly lot may be cast, " and to give us an inheritance among all 
tiiem that are sanctified." Your spl^ere of honourable and useful 
exertion ih Christ's cause is mightily enlarged, and the numbers of 
liiose, once fugitives from God and peace, but now gathered, through 
your instrumentality, into jthe enclosure of the Church, are manrel- 
biisly Augmented. " The Lord God of" our " fathers make you a 
Ibousand times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath 
promised you." 
' Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference, 

JoHX Scott, President. 
Robert Newton, Secretary. 

• SheJUld, August nth, IU3. 



%* r » ' ■•/( •• .. 



Address to the British Conference. 176 > 

« 

, C— ADDRESS TO THE BRITISH CONFERENCE. 
To the Wesley an Methodist Conference of Great Britain : 

Beloved Fathers and Brethren,— The General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of America, with 
great pleasure acknowledge the receipt of your kind and truly Chris- 
tian epistle. And we could have been more highly gratified only by a 
visit of one of your number as your representative to our bbiy. We 
are happy to be assured, that declining the appointment of a delegate 
to this Confereace has arisen from urgent causes, which imply no want ~ 
of interest in the well-being and progress of Methodism in diis country, 
nor any loss of afiection for the American connection. We earnestly 
request that a representative may be appointed by your body to meet 
the General Conference of 1848, when, it may be presumed, arrange- 
ments will be made to reciprocate such a demonstration of continued 
affection and confidence. To your fraternal and apostolical salutation 
we most sincerely and devoutly respond, " Grace, mercy, and peace « 
be upon you, and upon the Israel of God." 

The visit of our beloved brethren. Rev. M. Richey and the Rev. W. 
« Case, from your missions in Upper Canada, has been peculiarly welcome 
to us and refreshing to our spirits. To these devoted men we wish . 
abundant success in the vastly important field, which in the Providence 
of God they are called to cultivate. Their presence and their inte- 
resting communications have encouraged us greatly. And their truly 
Upostolic spirit afforded us additional evidence that the true Wesleyan .■ 
spirit still lives in the missions under your charge. 

The unity of the several branches of the Wesleyan Methodists in 
the great elements of Christianity is as marked as it is demonstrative 
of the legitimacy of their succession. We rejoice in the fact, which 
the world looks upon with admiration, that Wesleyan Methodism, in all 
parts of the world, is the same in doctrine, discipline, spirit, and practice. 
We have '' one body^ and one spirit, even as we are called in one hope 
of our calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in us all." 

The great doctrines of justification by faith alone, and of sanctifica- 
tion by the Spirit alone, with us are fundamental ; and our opposition 
to all the forms of that corrupt Christianity, which attributes saving 
efiicacy to external rites and to ceremonies of human devising, is stern 
and uncompromising. The encroachments of Popery and semi-Popory, 
which have recently occasioned so much agitation in this country, as 
well as in Great Britian, have, under the good hand of our God, thud 
far been overruled for the greater progress and the more firm establish- 
ment of evangelical principles, we have no cause here to regret the 
open collision between the truth as it is in Jesus, and the false theolog^ 
of those who by way of eminence denominate theniselves CathoHesl 
In an ppen and fair field, truth has nothing to fear from a' conflict iVith 
error. To high and extravagant assumptions we oppose the evidence^ 
of etperience — and to the traditions of men, the infallible recordb of 
truth: " What is the chaff to the wfieat, saith the Lord." T&e tain 
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fanoies and airy visions of the dark ages may find & place in minds 
of a certain class, even in the light of th^ nineteenth century; but the 
faithful preaching of the gospel of Christ — ^that gospel which is " the 
power of God and the wisdom of Grod"*^— will present a barrier in te 
way of their progress which they cannot ever pass. The minds of oar 
people having been thoroughly imbued with evangelical principles, 
constitute an incongenial soil for the dogmas of Rome or Oxford, and 
hence, though our societies have been fiercely assaulted by uncatholic 
exclusiveness and denunciation, they have sufiered little more than the 
mere annoyance necessarily occasioned by the ceaseless din of those 
who think it quite sufficient to claim apostolical descent, and to meet all 
arguments with an appeal to ** the church." " To the law and to the 
testimony. If they speak not according to their word, it is because 
there is no light in them." 

The labours of the last two years have been crowned with an amount 
of visible success unparalleled in the history of Methodism in America. 
God has truly honoured his chosen instrumentality with a tide of pros^ 
perity which evidently proves that he is still with his servants, and 
that the gospel preached by them is as it was in apostolic times, " the 

Kwer of God unto salvation." And this work of grace we judge to 
deep and genuine. We have reason to thank God, that while the 
piety of our people is becoming more enlightened and elevated, it 
seems to have lost nothing of its simplicity and power. 

The gres^t doctrine of entire sanctificatian is exciting increased interest 
in our church. Many of our ministers and members are rejoicing in that 
"perfect love" which "casteth out fear," while many others are 
earnestly groaning for full redemption in the blood of Jesus Christ. A holy 
baptism of the Spirit has fallen upon many portions of our Zion, and 
great multitudes are struggling into liberty. Our fervent prayer is that 
Uiis great work may continue to move onward until " Scriptural holiness" 
shall indeed be '♦ spread over the world." 

It has been our constant efibrt to preserve the simple institutions of 
Methodism in all their , integrity. The great itinerant system, so 
evidently, according to the apostolic pattern, and always so effective an 
instrument of spreading the gospel, constitutes onie of those land-marks 
of Methodism which we feel must not be removed. Though it is a 
system of labour and sacrifice, it is especially suited to such a country 
S3 ours. It carries the word of life to the hamlets and cottages o[ the 
poor, and keeps pace with the march of emigration toward the setting 
sun. And we trust that neither the burdens of this system nor a thirst 
for novelty^ w\ll bring in the least innovation upon the main features of 
a plan so wisely adjusted and so divinely sanctioned. 

Next in importance to gospel doctrine and the sacraments, we con- 
sider gospel discipline to hold the highest rank in the characteristics 
of a church of Christ. That pastoral supervision, which keeps the 
churi^. fres &om ungodliness and heresy, is an appointment of God* 
And, vecim scarcely see the benefit of a church orgwmatioa unsusf 
Uinf4.si»d iuipn)tected,by the guards of a godly discipline. In this 
w» most anxiously deske to follow in the footsteps of our fathers. 

In tbe, great missionary field we have been trying to do something. 
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Though we have passed through a season of great pecuniary embar- 
rassment, and have not, in every instance, seen that success of our 
labour which we desired, still we have been greatly owned and blessed 
of Grod in this department of labour ; and What is truly encouraging, 
we have, by the great liberality of our people and friends, finally suc- 
ceeded in Hqfuidating the debt which has for several years borne heavily 
upon our missionary treasury i Our society is now unembarrassed, and 
of course rea4y to enlarge the missionary work and enter njdw openings. 
We most sincerely congratulate you upon your success in your 
aumerous missioiia. The foreign missions of the Wesleyan connec- 
tion are not only highly creditable to the wisdom, zeal, and liberality 
of British Methodists, but aa ornament to the universal church. In 
I t these vast enterprises we wish you God speed, and though we have 
\ jpany whitening fields for missionary labours upon our own continent we 

bm>e the time is not far distant when we may participate directly in ihip 
em)rts which are now employed for the illumination and salvation of 
those degraded nations and tribes upon foreign shores who sit in 
heathenish <' darkness and in the regions of the shadow of. death.'' 

The cause of education, we trusty is still progressing. Our colleges 
and academies are increasingly e^cient and useful, and only nee^ 
more ample endowments to furnish the best means of the higher 
hranches of education. The necessary funds we trust will not long be 
wanting to enable our church to place within the reach pf all clas^eis 
of our youth such an education as will qualify them not only for the 
various posts of usefulness in the church to which they may be called* 
but to exert a salutary infiuence upon the intellectual and moral cond^* 
liioQ of the coihutry. 

Finally, dear fathers and brethren, we most devoutly pray that 
the great Head of the church may " keep yoiy hearts and minds in 
the. knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,** 
and while ypu hold on your way, and wax stronger and stronger, may 
your prayers and sympathies, a^ ever, reach to us your brethren ana 
children in the common faith. 

Signed, by order, and in behalf of the General Conference of the 
Me.tlu>dist Episcopal Church, 

« Joshua Souls, 

EUJAH HsDniNO, 
B. Waugh, 
Thos. a. Horrxs, 

Bishops, 
Thomas B. Saeoei^t, Secretary, 

NewYork,May,lSU. 

M . 
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D^ADDRBSB OF THE CANADA W£8L£YA1« MBTHOI^T 
CONFERENCE. 

To the Bishops and Members of the Generai Cot^erence of tfis Methodist 
Episcopal Church: 

Rev. Fathers and Brethren, — ^We beg to present to ytm our 
most respectfuf aordf grateful acknowledgments for yoxxr afiectionate re- 
ception of our representatives, and for your kind and interesting Ad- 
dress. We also thank you for the appointment of a representative to 
visit us ; and wliile we have lamented the inability of our honoured 
father and old friend, the venerable Bishop Hedding, to attend our Con- 
ference once more, we have had much pfeasure in receiving his excel- 
lent substitute, the Rev. Dr. Luckey, by whose valuable services and 
interesting comnnmications we have been greatly edified and encour- 
aged. Such an interchange of persotial communications with you is * 
to us most beneficial and delightful, and we earnestly hope it will be 
perpetuated. 

* We rejoice to hear of your wide-spreading and unparaHeled' prospe- 
rity— of the perpetuation and extension of that pure flame of religious 
revival which has alreadyr illuminated, apd warmed, and cheered, so 
large a portion of the American continent, and which, more dtan any 
other event of the present century, brings us back to the hofy and revi- 
val age of the primitive church. It afibrdb us pecnliar pleasure and 
encouragement to learn that you are so extensively and successfully, 
through the medium of your literary institutions, mingling science vnth 
Teligion, and rendering die stores* of knowFedge tributary to the ridier 
treasured of religion mxd piety. 

You will, we are persuaded, rejoice to learn, that the Canadian scion 
.of so fruitfld and flourishing a stock has not withered, or, we hope, de- 
generated, but has taken deep root, and is. extending its branches with 
increasing strength and rapidity of growth over every part of Upper 
Canada. 

Notwithstanding the pressure of the times, and the difficulties to 
which our peculiar situation has subjected* us, we rejoice to be able to 
say, that our increase of members, during the last two years, has been 
upward of six thousand, a larger accession by nearly one half than had 
ever taken place in out church in Upper Canada — ^that there has been 
a proportionate increase in our missionary and other connectional funds 
— that we have been able to pay our venerable superannuated preach- 
ers their full salaries, and have had a surplus each year — that, during 
the same period, we have got our literary institution ineorporkited as a 
college, with the privileges of a university, and aided by an annual 
grant from the government ai two thousand dollars per annum — that it 
is now in successful operation^ and is likely to prove a most potent 
agency in improving the qualifications of our ministry, and in promot- 
ing the educational interests of our country. To the Giver of sdl good 
be the praise for this varied and unprecedeBted soccess in the several 
dapartmenti of our work! 
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We look back to the period of our former filial connection with yon 
"with filial feelings of aifection and gratitude; To tbe self-sacrifi^ and 
deyotion of the labourers whom you first sent into this country, and to 
Tour counsels, are we indebted beyond measure or expression ; and it 
is our earnest prayer and aim that an apostdic succession of the spiiit 
of our fathers and predecessors may be perpetuated among us for all 
generations* 

Though our peculiar civil relations hare rendered our comiectional 
operations less intimately blended with yours than formerly, we are 
still one with you in doctrine, discipline, and spirit ; and our fervent 
wish and prayer is, that the bonds which continue to bind us into one 
-may never be severed or weakened. > 

We have appointed, as our representatives to you, our honoured 
brethren) ^ Keverends John Ryerson, Anson Green, and EgertdH 
Ryerson, whom we commend to your kind attenticMs, and to whom we 
refer you for a more particular account of our affairs. 

That your unity, happiness^ and prosperity, may continue to aboimd 
more and more, is the daily and earnest prayer of your Canadian bre- 
^en and chfldren in the church of our Ix>rd Jesus Christ ! 

Signed by order, and on behalf of the Conference of ^ the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada," 

Alexander Mac Nai, Secret^, 

HanUUon, Gote Distrust, June 23, 1843, 



E.— ADDRESS OP THE GENERAL CONFERENCE^F THE M. E.QHURCH 
TO THE CANADA W. M. CONFERENCE. 

To the Metnhers of the Conference of the ** Wesley an Methodist Church 

in Canada:** 

Reverend and Dear Brethren;— *We ^adly embrace this fa- 
vourable opportunity of expressing the high satisfaction which the 
presence of your representatives and your fraternal letter have afibrd- 
ed us. We greatly rejoice in these continued evidences that our 
union is not merely " in word and in tongue, but in deed and in trnth.** 
'We beg to assure you that nothing shall be wanting upon our part to 
make it perpetual. 

* We cannot withhold from you our regret that we have been de- 
prived of the presence of one of your worthy representatives, Rev. E. 
Ryerson, President of Victoria College, but we congratulate you upon 
the ability with which you have been represented by our highly* 
esteemed brethren, Rev. John Ryerson, President, and Rev. Anson 
Green, Ex-President of your Conference, It is our devout prayer 
that you, and our common Methodisnn, may lohg^ be favoured v^ith the 
evangelical li^ours of these able and faithfiii ministers. 
^ We join with you in gratitude to Almighty God for the growin|^ 



..pvospecity bf your btfaadi of oar beloved. Zion, and we have ^ utmost 

' oon&dence tliai so loag as we adhere to the great disiiiigiiishing doe^ 

trinee of our revered founder and eady fathers, m faUh and m prtU^ 

utiot, raaJung holiness in heart and in life the gramd central idea of o«r 

system, the Lord will continue to honour us as the instruments of sal- 

vation'to a lost and ped||hing world* 

Your zeal and liberality in the cause of missions, in the suppovt <f 
the. miw&ry, and in llhe ca«se of education, are abore all praise. May 
Ihe Lord lew^d you " a hundred fold in this life," and ** in the wofM 
10 €ome" give you " life everiasiting/' When our church ceases to 
^.QSfe for the souis of the heathen and the destitute, aod ccmfinea its 
efforts to the wants of home alone ; in a Word, when it ceases to oazry 
out in practice the motto of our great founder, ^^The worid is my pa- 
rish,'' it will cease to be Methodism. Its *^glory" will have ^ departed,^ 
and the world must mourn the extinction ci one of the greatest moral 
lights with which it has ever been illnminated. We trust no brsaefa 
>'Oif our beloved church will ever be thus recreant to the high and holy 
lesponaibilities devolved upon hex by an un^ring Providence. No^ 
dear brethren, let us ever respond promptly to the Macedonian oiy, 
hy our prayers, our money, and our men, whefther it come from the 
east, west, north, or south; let us even '^go out" uninvited '^into 
the fai^Mrays and hedges" in search of souls, and "the blessing of 
them that are ready to perish" shall '^ come upon us.^ 

The efficiency of your fin^cial scheme is certainly matter of great 
congratulation. Though in this particular we may not rival you, be 
assured we shall not rejoice the less that you are able to do justice to 
those venerable men who have worn out their lives and spent their 
substance in devoted service to the church of God. 

We need not remind you that our enemies have long desired to 6x 
upon a church, the purity, spirituality, and usefulness of which they 
could not impeach, the disgrace of ignorance ! It is true we had our 
vindi<^tion in the sound and expansive learning of our venerable Wes- 
ley and of the distinguished apostles of Methodism; and not less, 
perhaps, in the marked intelligence and sound common sense of the 
neat body of our ministry and. oiembership, But, we cannot deny 
^^t in some periods of our history we have b^en too negligent of th^ 
means and appliances of education among Qur people. We rejoice to 
helievB that this humiliating evil is fast being remedied, both aqaong 
us and YOU, and we look forward with pleasing prospect to the time, 
IMS ^ot & distant, (if indeed it hais not already arrived,) when the facili- 
ties for acquiring sound, practical, and sanctified lean^ing, shall bo 
folly equal in the Methodist Church to those of iiny other Christian 
denomination. We are gratified to learn that yoi^ ^e taking an hon- 
ovrable rank in this, great department of phi]anihrQpic and Chxistisn 
enterprise. 

Your free access to our periodicals wiU make it un^cessary for us 
to refer to the statistics of our church in any of its great department 
of labour. Our greatest concern is that our growth in grace may keep 
~ace with our rapid advanpement in numbers, inteUigei^». apd in- 



Defofitty pnjidfig ibr your cantinnBd piio«peritjr in sH iIm dt^mciib 

4>f an aTangelical Christian dominimion^ we are, dear bi«tlinrR,, 
» • Bespectfiiliy and affectaonatoly, * 

loaai^A Sqivls, * 
Elijah HsD^tNO) 
B. Waucth, 
Thomas A. Moftma. < 

. Thomas B. SAReEKT^ Seentm^. 

NwYork, Map 28, 1844: 



JF^APPRfiSS OF THE GENIIRAJU CONFERENCE TO TtiE ETANOfiU. 
CAL ASSOCUTION. 

TAe Delegates of the M. E, Church tq the Bishops and Membefis of the 
Evangelical Association. 

Deae Brsthrem, — 6^ the official extract from tlie Joamak of tbe 
General Conference of the Metlwdist Episcopal Church of 1840, atiA 
r iH^e certificMe of one of the Secretaries, herewith presented, yod will 
perceive that we have been duly appointed delegoDes to your General 
Conference. Our first diHy is to present to your body *' the Christian 
salutations and sincere friendship" of the General Conference of the 
Methodiat Episcopal Church, representing the ministry and member* 
ship of our wh<:de communion. Please accept the eiq;>re8sion <A their 
regards, not merely aa a form of words, but as coming from the heajrt-^ 
the offering of the soul excited by the sacred influences of friendship 
sad religion. 

You will allow us ta exprass the hope, that it is but the commence- 
inent of a long-continued intercourse between the two connections; 
which shall be increasii^ly blessed in securing the mutual edification 
and comfort of both, as well as other important advantages: We aye 
eoBvinced that a permaaently-estabbshed friendship between the Evan- 
gelical Association and the Methodist Episcopal Church would bring 
|o boar a much greater force against the common enemies of our holy 
Christianity, and tend most ^ectually to promote the cause of pure 
add undefiled rel^ion in the world. 

Th^e are numerous and strong reasons, in the opinion of many 
among us, why this friendly intercoarse should be cultivated and con<« 
stantly kept up between the two churches, and why we sh<mld com-, 
bine our influence in some way *< to pull down the strong holds of the 
devil." The spirit of the age seems to demand a friendly oo-operation 
of. all evangelical denomiaations in reforming the world. The reform 
smttion of the German emigraiits is a great and diffieule in^ork, and re- 
quires all the skill and strength that ean be Tinited, under God, for its 
accomplishment* This work meets with moeh opposition froin variom 
quarters. The whole concentrated influence of Popery, skilfidly man«^ 
aged, is against it. The rationalists and the nominal professors anvcmg 
thfe Oeroiaias. are agreed to oppose it. We ore exactly the same in 
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Jh>cmox^ and ver^r nearly iher saane in cbsrch gOTenimemt, dlBcii^e, 
and usages ; SQ ^aft in many places the Evangelical Association were 
for a long time denominated by the pec^le " The German Methodists.*^ 
We have precisely the same enemies of faith and practice to contend 
with, We believe we have the same objects in view — that is to say> 
the glory of God and the salvation of souls. We therefore extend to 
you the hand of fellowship, and ask you to unite your strength with 
ours, in some way that may be agreed upon, to advance the great 
cause of our Redeemer. 

However desirable it may be that all the Germans who are Aetko- 
,dists in doctrine, experience, discipline, and usage, should be embraced 
in the same organisation, and bear the same insignia, there may now 
exist too many obstacles to our union in name ; but we can see no 
good reason why we may not be united in deed and in truth, so as to 
strengthen each other's hands in the great work of doing good in the 
world. 

1st. By a publicly-acknowledged friendly relation, somewhat simi- 
lar to that which in many places exists between the Lutherans and the 
German Reformed bodies, and which led to the joint publication of a 
hymn-book. Such an arrangement might be productive of much good. 
It might prevent our crossing each other injuriously and unnecessarily 
in our respective fields of labour. 

. 2d. By publishing jointly larger standard works of our conmioa 
Methodist theology, such as Wesley's Sermons, a body of systematic 
divinity, and a commentary on the Holy Scriptures. We are well 
persuaded that an arrangement could be made by which we could 
mutually help each other in the publication of books vety efficiently, 
without the smallest detriment to either party. Providence has raised 
up among us some individuals who would be of great service in the 
execution of the necessary literary labours; but we could not publish 
such large works alone for some time to come, because the number 
of our German membership is so small, and, consequently, our patfon- 
%ge so limited. 

For the last eight years the attention of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church has been turned, with much solicitude and most intense in- 
terest, toward the German emigrants who are making large accessions 
to the population of our country. This field is ahready white unto 
the harvest, and one important object of our mission to your venerable 
body is to engage your help, or ask for permission to help you in cul- 
tivating this interesting field of missionary labour. Our church has 
entered into this work, we believe, under the call and sanction of God 
himself-— having been led on by the most distinctly-marked openings 
of Providence, and the force of circumstances. The signal success 
which has attended our labours fully justifies Uie belief that the hand 
of God is in the work, and that his blessing is upon us. Since the 
fall of 1838 our membership has increased from twenty-four to about 
2000, raised from among the German emigrants. We hlrve twenty-four 
ministers and preachers actively engaged in this department of die 
work. We have built fourteen houses of worship. 

Multitudes of precious souls assemble statedly and wor^p God in 



acGOidaiice with eor mode, and Jxreneiit to him their prayeie eiifl pnfise, 
in the Gecman language. Many o£ these were Romanists^ who one« 
bartered with Popish priests lor the pardon of sin ; hot now, " beinj| 
justified by faith, they hare peace with God through oar Lord Jesuf 
Christ," and rejoice in hope of eternal glory. And all this has beeii 
accomplished in the short space of eight years. *^ This is the Lovd's 
doings, and.it is marvellous in our eyes." « 

We have a. few societies east of the mountains; but our principai 
success has been in the western country. Indeed, it is in the* wesfC 
that the German emigrants are ^found in the greatest numbers. A 
correct estimate of their number cannot be made. It is eupposed^ 
however, that about three millions are now in our country, and these 
numbers are annually augmented by increasing emigration. Wh<de 
communities are looking toward the United States from the father* 
land, and ^e preparing for a settlement in the greikt western valley. 
If the emigration continues for many years at the same rate, the Ger^ 
mans will form a large majority of the inbabiiants of the west. 

The extent of this missionary field is well known to you, dear breth- 
ren, and we hope our labours in it meet your cordial approval and best 
wishes. Ther*^ are many difficulties in the way of the religious cuk 
tqre^ and improvement of these people. We will name a few. They, 
with few exceptions, have no distinct view of the gospel as a system 
of salvation by fait\ and rolying on the efficacy of th^ sacrament^ 
appear almost entirely satisfied with the outward forms of religion. 
The great majority of the German emigrants are not only ignorant of 
experimental godliness, but hav^many positive errors existing amonf 
them. Rationalism, and other forms of infidelity, prevail to an alarm-i 
ing extent. The ministry they have brought with them to tUs coun- 
try is as a whole scarcely worthy of the name, for the majority of^ 
those who sustain the sacred office throw the whole weight of ^in 
influence in opposition to evangelical truth and vital piety, prdduciaf 
a vast amount of prejudice, which it is difficult to overcome. Add to 
this, a large proportion of them are under the dominion of Popery. 
But notwithstanding the many obstacles in the way, there are 'many 
things to encourage us in this work. The great mass of mind found 
in the German emigrants is rather in a state of transition, ready t^ 
assume any shape that may be given to it, or to receive the likeness 
of an3rthing that may be impressed upon it. The present period is a 
favourable crisis in which to bring the pure gospel system to bear 
upon it, that it may be transformed into the image of Christ, and ** be 
changed from glory to glory as by the Spirit of the Lord." This fa* 
Tourable sUto in them will soon pass away. The pope is making- 
eveiy exertion in his power to carry out his ptans, so as to secure the 
whole field for himself.. Efforts are now making to consolidate and> 
organize the German emigration within itself. For this purpose thei/ 
periodical press, and indeed all the literature they are producing in 
this their ado[lted country, is brought to exert its influence. How- 
important, then, that exertions be immediately made to counteract thd 
pernicious influences that are at work among them, by supplying them 
in their own language with publications of an oppofiti^ character, and: 



witk a Utonitiire fhatSirffi give them Hw pnq^ dir^l^. They etui 
all xead, and are fond of books, and are sure *lb beHdre or less inr 
ioenced by wlHit tbey do read. We have tberelbfe fixed upon the 
Bower of flie press, as the bee^ nteana of infiuenemg them for good. 
We are enoooraged from the German character ksetf to hope for soc* 
eeas. There is 'certaMy a marked difference hk \JM people of difier- 
ent nations, and we must admit that ^e natural character of -the people 
ef one nation is more (avouraMe to certain ends than that of others. 
The German mind seems to be so constitnted as to develop a strofng 
j^edisposition to religi6fi of some kifkd. This is manifest m all their 
history, and their very errors give evidence of the same inclination. 
The character of a German is not to be determined by his eat^rard 
appearance ; that in some respects may not be the most promising, yet 
heneath the coarse exterior may bd found an intellect of the most ex-* 
traordinaiy strength, capable of producing thoughts and feelings of Ae 
highest order. Gennans are naturally serious and. ardent in theit 
constitutional make, and whenever set right in piinbiple and practice,, 
they geaetafiy adhere thereto. How different are theyfroni the emi- 
grants we receive from some other countries? Twenty German Ro- 
manists wffl embrace Protestantism sooner than one from Ireland, and 
the success of the immortal Luther, under God, we believe, is attribil- 
tahle in a good degree to the character of the people to whom th^e 
doctrines of the Reformation were first preached. 
» We must add, that we are much encouraged from the consideratioa 
that a large portion of the German emigrants are ymiitg men, Many 
of them are thoroughly educated, and more or less promising. Seve- 
ral of these jroung men have been converted through our instrument 
tality^^ and are now able ministers of the gospel, and prondse to be 
eminently useful in winning souls to Christ. Judging of the fteture 
fi»m the past, we hope to see. hundreds of these young emigrants sue- 
eesc^ly engaged in the work of the ministry, that the pure word o^ 
gospel truth may finally be conveyed to the whole German population 
of otir country. 

Now, dear brethren, in accoidanee with the important trust com- 
di^ed to us, as delegates of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Bpisec^l Church, we have laid before you the great enterprise in 
whieh we are engaged. We have frankly atated some of the obsta-^ 
dee which appear in our way, as well as some encouragi\(kg aspects 
of the subject, which inspire us with the hope of stlccess through the 
divine aid. We now submit the whole matter of our ^^ommuoicatidh 
to your eonsideration. We hope it will receive your deliberate at- 
tention ; and whatever may be the result of your examinations, we 
respectfully request that you furnish an ansvi^er in writing, that we 
itiay lay it before our General Conference, which will as^Biirfjle at 
M ew-York eity in May next. 

We pnray that the great Head of the church may be present at yout 
General Conference ; and that his Spirit may niirect ^ in all your 
deliberations, so that all your decisions may meet with his approba-' 
tkm, and be crowned with his blessing. And may you, and all the 
people of your churoh« be conducted in safety througll the labours *and 
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sorrows of ^« prevetit Bfe, imd ^nsSSy be admitted, with ^ ihe faitli^ 
M of erery iiaaae, to iiibent etenial Ufe in heaven, %rough our Lord 
i«d Saviour lesuB Christ We remain yours, with sincere nfiectitm 
and esteem, Johw F. Wrioht, 

Wir. Nast, 
N. Callender. 
Cinanfke0ij Oct. 12, 1848. 



G.— ADDRESS OP ^EHB EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION TO THE GEN- 
EIUL CONFERENCE. 

To Rev. J, F, Wright, Wm. Nast,and N. Cdllender, delegates from the 
• M. E, Church to the General Conference of the EvangeUcal Association. 

Dear Brethren, — In compliance with your request, expressed in 
your addres^, we reply the following : — 

Your friendly salutatioa and exfuression of esteem toward us were 
received with respect, and a sense of obligation toward you, with the 
fiincere desire that you mi|^t not be disappointed in your expecta.tio^B, 
that this will be only the beginning of a continued friendly relation 
between your church and ours. We agree fully with you, that there 
axe strong reaeond why we should endsavoiir to xmitis our mutual in- 
fluence as far as praeticabU, in order to contend against the <^nemiN 
of the cross, and for the promotion of the temporal and eternal welfare 
of the Germans of thia conntry. 

Although we do not bear one and the same i^ame, nor stand in the 
same churoh fellowship, yet it wiH afford us pleasure to eater into 
•ueh a friendly rslatioa to you^ that, witJMrat hindering or hurting each 
^her^ we can ful^ in union our impqrtant calling, and carry out the 
great work which is enjoined upon us. 

But, in order to accomplish this end, it will be neeeasary that we 
nee the ^eatest caution tt> act in unison in the adminisOration of dis* 
eipline, and reproving all that is sinfuL We believe especially tliat it 
will be necessary for us to be. eantious, not to take the advantage ef 
e^h other if onr labours meet at one place ; and that neither of the 
two denominatiotts should receive pefsona who were expelled from - 
die other denomination on account of immoral ocmduct, except sueh 
persons have first made peace with their brethren, and obtained a cer- 
Qkfieate of their reconciliataon. 

We doubt whether it would be for our good if we should enter into 
such a relation as the Lutherans and German Refoitned bodieir bear tK> 
each other, in building jointly meeting^'honses^ and pubtishing a hymn- 
book* A union for the publication of useful books in the German Ian- 
foago. would be vc^ desiraUe ; but, inasmuch as out Book Gonoehie 
are »o distant from each other, we cannot see how such a thing con]d 
be realized, except in so far diat we a^ree to have book^ from each 
qther on commlNiott. 

We are willing to get any kind of good German books wfaieh w^ 
do not possess from you, <mi reasonable terms, as much as we o^n use. 

We are r^oieed at the anceess 4)f your woik among the Germane, 



and mnh you th« blessiag of God upon yonr Iftbonr fli-^tnr^* I^ ^ukH 
dsa giv« us pleafture if we can in future contribute to the welfaie of 
our German brethren, by co-operating with you, under the blessing of 
God, in Christian fellowship. 

Our earnest prayer is, that the great Giver of all good gifts may fill 
us all with his Spirit, sanctify, and lead us into all truth, and finally 
admit us, with all the elect, into hb hearenly Idsigdom, for the sake 
of his Son, Jesus Christ. Amen« 
Respectfully your brethren, 

Joseph Long, j ^ 
Absalom B. Schafen, Seentary. 

Summit co., O., Oct. 25, 1843. 



H.— THE PROTEST. 

Protect of the Minority oft^ General Conference against the Action of 
that Body in the Case of Bishop Andrew, 

In behalf of thirteen Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episco^ 
pal Ghurch, and portions of the ministry and membership of severai 
pther Conferences, embracing nearly five thousand ministers, travel^ 
ling and local, and a membership of nearly fire hundred thousand, con- 
slitutionaUy represented in this General Conference, we the under- 
aigned, a minority of the delegates of the several Annual Conferences 
in General Conference assembled, after mature reflection, impelled 
by convictions we cannot resist, and in conformity with the rights and 
usages of minorities^ in the instance of deliberative assemblies and 
judicial- tribunals, in similar circumstances of division and disagree- 
mentjiPo tmst solemnly^ and in due form, protest against the recent act 
of a majority <of this General Confer«[ice, in an attempt, as understood 
by the minority, to degrade and punish the Rev. James 0. Andrew]^ 
one of the Bishops of the M. £. Church, by declaring it to be tfie 
sense or judgment of the General Conference tlmt he desist from the 
exercise of bis episcopal functions, without the exhibition of any 
alleged offence against the laws or discipline of the church, Without 
form of trial, or legal conviction of any kind, and in the absence of 
any chairge; of want of qualification or faithliilness in the performance 
of the duties pertaining to his office. 

We protest against the act of the majority in the case of Bishop 
^ Andrew, as extra-judicial to all intents and purposes, being both With* 
out law, and contrary to law. ^e protest agaiiost the act, because we 
recognize' in this General Oonfer^iee no right, power, or authority, 
ministerial, judicial, or administrative, to suspend or depose a Bifthop 
of the M. E. Church, or otherwise subject him to any Official disabili^ 
whatever, without the formal presentation of a charge or charges, 
alleging that the Bishop to be dealt with has been guilty of the vio^ 
}%tton.of some law, oar at least some discif^niiry obligation of the 
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i^buichs and-^so w^ coiivielion of saok oWgHt after doe fonea of 
trial. We protHt against the act in question a3 a violatioii of the fm^ 
damental law, u^ally koown as the compromise law of the chorcb, ' 
on the subject of slaveryr-the only law which can be brooght to hear 
upon the case of Bish<^ Andrew, and the aaaertion and maintenanoe 
of whicby until it is^ cpnstitutionaJly revokecl, it guarantied by th« 
honour and good faith of Ihis body, as the refHresentative assemUy of 
the thirqr-three Annual Conferences known as cimtracting parties in 
the premises. i 

And m protest against the aetjwrther, as an atteo^t to establidh a 
^ dangerous precedent, subversive dt the union and stability of the Me* 
^thodist Episcopal Church, and esipecially as placing in jeopardy the 
general superintendency of the church, by subjecting any Bishop of 
the church at anytime to the will and caprice of a majority of the 
General Conference^ not only without law, but in defiance of the re^ 
«traints and provisions of law. The undersigned, a minority of the 
Greneral Conference, in protesting, as they do, against the late act of 
the majority, in the virtual suspension of Bishop Andrew, regard, it aa 
due to themselves and those they rejiresent, as well as the character 
and interests of the church at large, to declare, by solemn and foxmal 
avowal, that after a careful examination of the entire subject, in all its 
relations. and bearingSi they protest as above, for the reasons and upon 
the grounds following, viz. : — 1st. The proceeding against Bish<^ A. 
in tUs General Conference haa been upon the assumption that he ia 
connected with slavery — that he is the legd holder and owner cX. 
slave property. On the subject of slavery in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, both, as it regards the ministry.and membership, we have spe-i 
cial law, upon which the adjudicaticm of all questions of slav^ muat^ 
by intention of law, proceed. The case' of Bishop Andrew, t^refore^ 
presents a simple question of law and fact, and the undersigned cai^ 
not consent that the force of circumstances, and other merely extriii" 
aic considerations, shall be allowed to lead to any issue, except that 
indicated by the h,^ and the facts in the case. In the late act of the 
majority, law, express law, is appealed fromt and expediency in view 
of circumstances — relative propriety — assumed necessity, is subati« 
tuted in its place as a rule of judgment. It is assumed, and the as- 
sumption acted upon, that expediency may have jurisdiction even in 
the presence of lawr--the law, too, being specid, and covering the 
case in terms. In the absence of law, it might be competent for the 
General Conference to act upon other grounds ; this is not diaputed, 
nor yet that it would have been competent for the Conference to 
proceed upon the forms of law — but that the terms and conditions of a 
special enactment^ having all Ae force of a common pufcdic diarter^ 
can be rightfully waived in practice, at the promp^ngs o£ a fugitive 
unsettled expediency, is a position the undersigned regard, not mensiy 
as erroneous, but as fraught wiUi danger tp the best iiiterests of the 
church. 

Th^ law of the church on slavery has always exiMed since 1785, 
but especially since 1804, and in view of the adjustment of the whole 
,^ubject^ in 18X6, as a virtud, though u^ormaly contract ofnmkuAi 
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iiDir, kfiown' and existing a» disfciiict parties^ in Mlatioii lo die vidiEeA 
ij^iesttons of sia^ryirad abolition ; — ^ae Cpafei^nees found in staiea 
whore slarsiy prevailed oonstitotiag llie aoutbera party, and those in 
llie noa*Bla¥ehidUliBg states, the noi^rn, excepti^ms to^ die rnio beog 
temd in both. The rights of the legal owners of shves, in aH the 
slayeholdifig states, are gaamniied by the Conslitntion of the linked 
States, and by the local constitvftions of the stales respectively, as the 
supreme law of the land, to which every minister and member of tlie 
M. E. Church within the limits of the United States govemti^nt pro- 
fesses' subjection, and pledges himself to aobmit, as an artiole of Chri8«> 
tian iasth> in the common creed of the chulrch. Domestic slavery, 
^fifeerefbre, wherever it exists in ^lis country, is a civil regulation, ex> 
isting under the highest sanctions of constitutional and municipal law, 
known to the tribunals of the country ; and it has always been as- 
Bvmed at the south, and relied upon as edrrett, that the north, or non* 
alaveholding states, had no right, civil or mora!, to interfere with 
fdations and interests thus secured to the people of the south by a& 
the graver foitns of law and social order, and that it cannot be dono 
irithout an abuse of the constitutional rights of citizenship. The peo- 
ple of the north, however, have claimed to think difTerently, and haw 
nnifonnly acted toward the south in accordance with such oj^sition 
of opinion. Precisely in accordance, too, with this state of things, as 
it regards the general population of the north and south, respectively, 
&e M. £. Church has been divided in (pinion and feeling on the sub- 
ject of slavery and abolition, since its organization in 1784 : two sepa- 
rate and distinct parties have always existed. The so>nthem Confer- 
ences, in agreeing to the main principles of the compromise law in 
1804 and 1816, conceded, by express stipulation, their right to resist 
northern interference in any form, Hipon me condition, pledged by th# 
north, that^hile the voheh ehurehj by Common consent, united in 
pvoper eSon for the mitigation and final removal of the evil of slavery, 
the nor^ Was not to interfere, by excluding from membership or 
ministerial ^office in the 'church persons owning and holding slaves in 
statos wiiere emancipation is not practicable, and where the liberated 
slave is not pern^tted to enjoy freedom. Such was the compact of 
1804 and 1616, finally agreed to by the parties after a long and fearful 
struggle) and such is the compact no^p-the proof being derived from 
histwy and the testimony of living witnesses. Aftd is it possible to 
suppose that the original purpose and intidnded application of the law 
iif!aa not designed to embrace every member, minister, order, and ofiicer 
of. the M. E. Church ? Is the idea of excepted cases allowable by 
fair oonstruetion of the lawt Do not the reasons and intendment of 
the law place it beyond doubt, that every conceivable case of alleged 
ansconduet that can arise, connected wi& slavery or abplidon, is to be 
•objected, by eonsent and contract of parties, to we jurisdiction of this 
great conservative arrangement ? 

, Is there anything in the law Cft its reasons creating an exception 
in die instance of Bidhops? Would the south have entered into the 
«nang«EBieiit, or in any form eonseiited to the law, had it been inti*' 



aiMbad by tbe^ north iMt Bsshops mumt he tu'eqcei^ptlbn to^ the nte? 
Are the virtixnui dead of the, aoi^ to be slandesed by the supposition 
that, they intended to except Bishops, aad lluisi accooipHshed their 
pmrpos^s, in negotiation with the sottth> by a xesort to deceptive and 
tdu^noiffable weans ? If Bishops ase not named, no: more are Pre- 
sidiag £lde(rs, Agents, £dilitMrS'*-^or indeed any other officers of the 
chdtrch, vBifao are nevertheless inohided, although the saine tvleiof ooa- 
BtmcCien would e:s;eept them ako. Thev enactment waa £br an entite 
people, east^ west, ncMlh, and south. It was for the church, and eve^ 
member of it — for the common weal of the body— ^end ie. ^erefors 
imiveirtai and mnreslricted in its appUcatiion ; and no possible cai^can 
be settled upon any other princ^les^ without a direei vicdatton of Uiiis 
law both in fact a»d form. Tlw law being what we hare assumed, 
say violaitlon of it, whatever may be its form or mode, is as. certainly 
a breach of good faith as an infringemsnt of law. It most be seoi, 
irom the manner in which the compromise was effseted, in the shape 
«^ a law/ agreed to by equid contractmg parses, " the several Annfmi 
Oonferences/' af^r long and formal negotiation, that it was not a meie 
legislative enactment, a simple decree of a General Conference, b«t 
partakes of the nature of a grave compact, and is' invested widn all the 
«dcredneSB and sanctions of a solemn treaty, binding respeptiv^y the 
'Well-known parties to its terms and stipulations. If this b^ 8«H^-«nd 
widi the evidence acceesible who oait doubt, it ?-^if thie be so, will it 
prove a light matter for this General Conference to violate or disr^ 
gard the obligation of this legal cdmprmnise^ in the shape of pnbipw 
reeogniaed law % Allow thai; the present parties in thip oontfovarsy 
'eai^not be broo^ to view the subject of the law in question in tbie 
same light, can such a matter end in a mere differences of opinim as 
it respects 'the immediate parlies? The law existirin the Dtsdipiiitt 
of the church-^he law is known, and ite reasons are known^ as 
4oqna}iy binding upon both, parties, and what is the likelihood of tihf 
impntatien of bad faith nnder the mrcnmstances ? What the hazas^ 
that such imputation, as the decision of pi:ybtic opiston, it may be fram 
s thousand tiibiipsds, wiU be bcought to bear, willh all the Hght and 
fbvee of conviction, npoA any act of this body^ in vioh^oii of the plain 
provisions of long-established hew, ciiginaAing in treatyi, and bastfd 
aqpdci the princtplee of omoeittumsl com/)fMBtir#f 

in pfoportkm to our love of truth, of law, aad order^j are we net 
called upon to pause and wei^ well the hazard, hefoie, as a G«nend 
Conference, we inemr it beyond change or remedy ? The midersigiied 
have long looked to the 'great conservstioe lam of the I^scipline oti ^ 
subject of slavery and abolition, as the only charter of emimetionaltmufk 
between the north and the south ; and whenever this bond of^ oaA^ / 
neeticm is rendered null and void, no matter in what form, or by wtev 
nieans^ they are compelled to regard the ohnrch, to every pnuAiea) 
purpose, as akeady divided witkmt the interventioiv of any dther 
a^ney. By how far, theielbre, they look upcm the unioA of the Me^ 
ifaodist Bpiscopal Chorch as essential to its prosperity, and the gloiif 
and success of American Me^iodism, by so &r ikief are bound te^p^i^ 
H9t agaiasi the iaie act of the Qenend Coafeveiica in the ' 
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mi^iensioa of Bisliop Andrew, as not only wttbodt taw, hot in dnvet 
.contraTeDtion of legal Btipuiations known to be eaa^atial to the rnii^ 
of the church. And they are thus explicit in a statement of faots, that 
the responsibility oi division may attach where in jastice it belongs. 
The minority making this Protest are perfectly satisfied widi the law 
of the church affecting slavery and abolition. They ask no change. 
They need-^they seek no indulgence in behalf of the south. Had 
Bishop Andrew been suspended according to law, after dne form of 
tfU, mey would have subnntted without remonstoance, as the friends 
^ law axfd order. 

Tkey except and protest^ Jurther, against the lawless joocedure, as 
they think, in the case of Bishop Andrew, because, apart frcMn the 
injostice done him and the south, by the act, other and graver diffi- 
culties, necessarily incidental to this movement, ccnne in for a shaie 
of attention. The whole subject is, in the very nature of things, 
ifesolved into a single original question: Will the General Confer- 
ence adhere to, and in good faith assert and maintain, the compromise 
law of the church on the vexed question dividing us— or will it be 
found expedient generally, as in the case of Bishop Andrew, to lay it 
aside, and tread it under foot ? No question on the subject of slavery 
and abolition can be settled until the Genend Gonfer^ce shall settle 
this beycmd the possibility of evasion. In the present crisis, it is the 
opinion of the undersigned, that every Bishop <S ^e M. E. Church, 
and every member of this General Conference, is especially called 
upon by all the respcmsibilities of truth and honour to declare himself 
upon the subject ; and they deem it proper, respectfully and urgently, 
to make such call a part of this Protest. When so much depend^ vtpon 
it, can the General Conference, as the organ of the supreme authority 
of the church, remain silent without incurring the charge of trifling 
both with its interests and reputation? Law always pledges the 
public faith of the body ostensibly governed by it to the faithful asser* 
lion and performance of its stipulations ; and the compromise law of 
the Discii^ine, partaking, as it does, of the nature of the law of treaty, 
and embraofeg, as has l^en seen, all possible cases, pledges the good 
hi&, of every minister and member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
ligainst saying or doing anything tending to amiul the force or thwart 
the purposes of its enactment. . The only allowable remedy <^ those 
who object to the law, is to seek a constitutional change of the law ; 
and in failure, to submit, or else retire from the church. Ail attempts 
lo resist, evade, or defeat the objects and intended application of 
the law, until duly revoked, must be regarded as unjust and revo- 
lutionary, because an invasion of well-defined conventional right. 
And the undersigned except to the course of the majority in the in- 
formal prosecution of Bishop Andrew, and the anomalous quasi suff* 
penaon it inflieu, as not only giving to the compromise a construction 
rendering it entirely ineffective, but as being directly subversive of the 
great bond of union which has held the north and south together for 
the last forty years. . Turning to the confederating Annud C<mfer- 
ences of 1804, and the vested and protracted negotiations which pt^ 
ended the General €an£8reiic^ of that year, and fimfly resdted in the 
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eaifltitig law of the Discipline, regulating the whole subject, and 
glancing at pearly half a million of Methodists, now in the south, who 
nave Qome into the church with all their hopes apd fears, interests ' 
and associations, their property, character, and influence, reposing in 
safety upon the publicly-pledged faith of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, "Only to be told that this is all a dream, that a part of what 
was pledged was never intended to be allowed ; and that the whole is 
at all times subject td the discretion of a dominant majority, claiming, 
in matter of right, to be without and above law, competent not merely 
to make all rules and regulations for the proper government of the 
church, but to govern the church without' rale or regulation, and punish 
, and degrade without even the alleged infringement of law, or the form 
of trial, if it be thought expedient, presents a state of things filling 
the undersigned with alarm and dismay. Such views and facts, with- 
out adducing others, will perhaps be 8u£Scient to show t\m $rst and 
principal ground occupied by the minority in the Protest. They can- 
not resist the conviction that the majority have failed to redeem the 
pledge of public law given to the church and the world by the Me- 
thodist E. Church. 

2. The undersigned are aware that it is affirmed by some of the 
majority, but meanwhile denied by others, and thus a mooted unset^ 
fled question among themselves, that the resolution censuring and 
virtually suspending Bishop Andrew, as understood by the minority, 
is mere matter of advice or recommendation ; but so far from advising 
or recommending anything, the laujguage of the resolution, by fair 
and necessary construction, is imperative and mandatory in form, and, 
unqualified by anything in the resolution itself, or in the preamble ex^ 
plaining it, conveys the idea plainly and most explicitly, that it is the 
judgment and will of the Conference that Bishop Andrew shall cease 
to exercise the office of Bishop until he shall cease to be the owner of 
slaves. " Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conference that he 
desist.'' That i^, having rendered l^imself unacceptable to the ma- 
jority, it is their judgment that he retire from the bench of Bishops, 
and their field of action. 

No idea of request, advice, or recommendation^ is conveyed by the 
language of the preamble or resolution, and the recent ayowal of an 
'intention to advise is, in the judgment of the undersigned, disowned 
by the very terms in which, it is said, the advice was given. The 
Whole argument of t^ majority, during a debate of twelve days, turned 
upon the right of the Conferepee to displace Bishop Andrew without 
resort to formal trial. No one questioned the legal right of the Con- 
ference to advise ; and if this only was intended, why the protracted 
debate upon the subject? But further, -a resolution respectfully and 
t^ectionately requesting the Bishop to resign had been laid aside, to 
entertain the substitute under notice ; a motion too to declare the reso- 
lution advisory was promptly rejected by the majority ; and in view of 
all these facts, and the entire proceedings of the majority in the case, 
the undersigned have been compelled to consider the resolution as a 
mslndatory judgment, to the effect that Bishop Andrew desist from the 
exercise of his epkcopal functions. If the majority have been misun- 
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derstood, the language of their own reselntioi^ and tbe positioit th^y 
occupied ia debate, have led to the misconception; and truth aad 
honour, not less than a most unfortunate use of language, require that 
they explain themselves. 

X We except to the act of the majoriiy, because it i^ assumed that 
conscience and principle are inyolved, and require the act cqp[iplaiDed 
of, as expedient and necessary under the circumstances. Bishop An- 
drew being protected by th^ law of the church, having cognizan0» 
of aH offences connected with slavery, such connection in his case, io 
the judgment of all jurisprudence, can only be wrong in the propor- 
tion that the law is bad and defective. It is not conceived by the 
minority how conscience and principle can be brought to bear upoa 
Bishop Andrew, and i|ot upon the lam and the church having such 
law. They are obliged to beliete that the law and the source from 
Hrhich it tfnanates must become the object of exception and censure 
before Biehop Andrew, who has not offended against either, unless the 
church is against the law, can be subjected to trial, at the bar of the 
conscience and principles of men who profess subjection and approval, 
in the instance both of the law and the church. 

The undersigned can nev^ consent, while we have a plain law, 
obviously covering an assumed offence, that the offence shatf be takaa, 
under plea of principle, out of the handkof the law, and be resubjeeted 
to the conflicting opinions and passions which origmally led to a )»>- 
sort to law, as the only safe standard 6( judgo;ient. They do not un»- 
derstand how conscience and principle csm attach grave blame to ac^ 
tion not disapproved by the law — express law too, made and provided 
in the case — without extending condemnation to the law itself, and 
tbe body from which it proceeds. The church can hardly be sup- 
posed tcr have settled policy and invariable custom, in contraventioii 
of law ; the avowal of such custpm and policy therefore, excluding 
fifom the Episcopacy any and every man, in any way connected with 
slavery, is mere assumption. No contract, agreement, decree, os pur- 
pose of thie kind, is of record, or ever existed. No such exacticm, in 
terms or bj implication, was ever made by the north, or conceded by 
4he south. No conventional imderstanding ever existed to this effect, 
90 far as the south is ooncemed,.or has been informed. That it has 
l^gi perhaps always, been the purpose of the north, not to elect a 
e)Mui^eh(4der to the office of Bishop, is admitted. But as no law gave 
voimtenanee to anything of the kind, the south regarded it as a mere 
matter of social injustice, and was n^t dieposeS to complain. The 
9orth has alwaye found its securi^ in numbers, and the untrammelled 
light ef suffi?age, and to this the south h&» not objected. The assun^ 
tion, however, is entirely different, and is not admitted by the south, 
but ia plainly negatived by the law and language of the Discipline, ae 
eixplained hy autbonXy of the General Conference. 

No sueh concession, beyond peaceable submission to the right of 
aufirage, exercised by the majority, will ever be submitted to by the 
fouth/aa it would amount to denial of equal abstract riglut, and. a dia- 
firanchisement of the southern ministry, and could not l^ submitted to 
widMNit iiypry and degradatioq. If, tben» th« nocth ia not satisfied 



■wtik ibe oegatiye light conceded to the south by law hi this mattet, 
the minority vroiM be glad to know what principle or policy is likely^ 
to introduce beyond the existing provisions of law. As the contin- 
gency which has occasioned the difficulty in the case of Bishop Ati- 
lirew^ and to which every southern minister is liable at any time, does 
HOC, and cannot fall under the e&ndemnati&n of existing law, and he 
pannot be punished, nor yet subjected to any official disability^ without 
an abuse of both right and power, on; the part of this General Confer^ 
«Bce, the minority are compelled to think that the majority ought to be 
satisfied with the consciousness and declaration ^ that they are Hl no 
way reapomible for the cdntingency, and thus, at least, allow BMtop 
Andrew the benefit of their own legislation, until they see proper to ^ 
ohaiige it This attempt by the majority to pi^tect a lawless prose- 
cution from merited rebuke, by an appeal to conscience and principle, 
condemning Bishop Andrew, while the law and the church, shielding 
-him from tl^ assault, are notobjected to, is looked upon by the minority 
«s a species of moral, we will not say legal casuistry, utterly subver«^ 
«ive of^ all the principles of order and good government. 
. 4. The acl of the majority was ostensibly resorted to, because, as 
alleged, the church in the middle and northern Conferences #iil not 
submit to a]iy> the slightest connection with slavery. But if connec- 
tion with slavery is ruinous to the church in the north, that ruin is 
ihready wrought* Who does not know that the very Discipline, laws^ 
«iid legislation of the church necessarily connect us all with sl^ivery ? 
Ail our provisional legislation on the subject has proceeded- on the 
Assumption that slavery is an element of society — a principle of ac^ 
lioiK-*^ household reality in the Mei3it)dist Episcopal Church in the 
United States. It is part and parcel of the economy of American 
Methodism, in every subjective sense. It has given birth to law and 
light, conventional arrangements, numerous missions, and offleiiU 
trusts. Every Bishop, every minister, every member of the church 
18 of necessity connected with slavery. Each is brother and co-mem- *■ 
berj both with slave and master, by the very laws and oi^ganization of 
ihe church. / 

If, then, connection with slavery is so^ disastrous, the only remedy . / 
Is to purify the church by peorganization, or get out of it as soon as ^ 
possible. And would not this aversiofu to slavery— would not con* 
aci^Ace and prineipie, so much plead in this controversy-^^appear much 
Haore consistent in eiery view of t^ subject, in striking at the root 
of the evil, in the organic structure of the church, than in seating its 
prsonificatlon in Bishop Andrew, protected although he be by the 
Uw, and proceeding to punish him, by way of calling <}ff attention 
fgQta die known toleration of the same ftiing, in other aspects and re-' 
lationst 

Impelled' by eonseience and principle to the illegal arrest of a 
Bishc^, because he has incidentally, by bequest, inheritance, and 
marrif^e, come into possession of slave propMty, in no instance in-^ 
tending to possess himself of such property, how long will conscience^ 
eiBd principle leave other mhiisters, or even lay members, undisturbed^ 
who msi^.htii^n to be i& tbe ssme category with Bishop Artb^'t 
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WiU asBoranees be given that tke lawlessness , of expediency, caa* 
troUod, as in such case it must be, by prejudice and passion, will ex- 
tend no further — that there shal) be no further curtailment of right as 
it regards the southern ministry 1 Yet what is the security of the 
south in the case ? Is the public faith of this body, as instanced in 
the recent violations of the compromise law, ta be relied upon as the 
guarantee for the redemption of the pledge ? What would such pledge 
or assurance be but to remind the south that any depajture at all from 
the great conservative pledge of law, to which we appeal, was much 
more efiectually guarded against originally, than* it is possible to guard 
against any subsequent infringement, and to make the south feel fur- 
ther that disappointment iq the first instance must compel distrust with 
regard to the future ? The church having specific law on the sub- 

{'ect, all questions involving slavery must inevitably, by intention of 
aw, come within the purview of such, special provision, and cannot 
be judged of by any other law or standard, without a most daring de- 
parture from all the rules and sobrieties of judicial procedure, and the 
undersigned accordingly except to the action of the majority in rela- 
tion to. Bishop Andrew, as not only without sanction of law, but in 
conflict with rights created by law. 

5. As the Methodist Episcopal Church is now organised, and ac- 
cording to its organization since 1784, the Episcopacy is a co-ordinate 
branch, the executive department proper of the government. A 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church is not a mere creature — 
is in no prominent sense an ojfficer of the General Conference. The 
General Conference, as such, cannot constitute a Bishop. It is true 
the Annual Conferences select the Bishops of the church, by thp suf- 
frage of their delegates, in General Conference assembled ; but the 
General Conference, in its capacity of a representative body or any 
other in which it exists, does not possess the power of ordinationy 
without which a Bishop cannot be constituted. 

The Bishops are beyond a doubt an integral constituent part of the 
General Conference, made such by law and the constitution ; and be- 
cause elected by the General Conference, it does not follow that they 
are subject to the will of that body, etcept in conformity with legal 
right and the provisions of law, in the premises. , In this sense, and 
so viewed, they are subject to the General Conference, and this is 
snifiicient limitation of their power, unless the government itself is to 
be considered irregular and unba^nced in the cflnordinate relations of 
its pajrts. In a sense by no means unimportant the General Confer* 
euee is as much the creature of the Episcopacy, as the Bishops ar0 
the creatures of the General Conference. Constitutionally the Bish- 
ops alone have the right to fit the time of holding the Amiaal Confer- 
ences, and should they refuse or neglect to do so, no Annual Confer* 
ence could meet, accorciing to law, and, by consequence, no delegates 
could be chosen, and no General Conference could be chosen, or evea 
exist. And because this is so, what' would be thought of tlie imper- 
tinent pretension, should the Episcopacy claim that the General Con« 
ference is the mere creature of their will ? As cx^ttuit)e officers 8# 
weU aa.^oAforo/ overseers^ the Bishops; belong to the church as such. 



^tioA n6i to tke General Conlereiiee as om of its eomiBds or cnrgaas of 
«clioii merely.. 

The Gener^ ConfereBce is in no sedse the chiireh,not even repre- 
sentatively. It is merely the repjresentative organ of the church, witk 
limited powers to do its business, in the discharge of a delegated 
Imst. 

Because Bishopii are in part constituted by the General Conference, 
the power of removal doed not follow. Episcopacy even in the Metho- 
dist Church is not a mere appointment, to labour. It is an official con» 
secrated station, under the protection of law, and cvlh only be dan- 
gerous as the law is bed, or the church corrupt. The power to ap* 
point does not necessarily involve th^ power to remove ; and whes 
the^appointing power is derivative, as in the case of the General Con* 
ference, the power of removal does not accrue at all, unless by cott- 
«en4 of the co-ordinate branches of the government, expressed by l&w^ 
made i^nd provided in the case. Wh««i the legislature of a state, to 
appeal to> analogy for illustration, appoints a judge or senator in con^ 
^ess, doe^ the judge or senator thereby become the officer or creature 
of the legislature, or is he the officer or senatorial representative of the 
etate, of which the legislature is the mere organ ? And does th« 
power of removal follow that of appointment ? The answer is nega* 
live, in both cases, and applies equally to the Bishops of tl^ Me^o** 
dist Episcopal Church, who, instead of being the officers and ereai* 
lures of the General Conference, are defaeto tibe officers and servanii * 
of the chiirch, chosen by the General Conference, as its organ oi 
action, and fio right of removal accrues, except as they fail to accom* 
plish the aims of the church in thek appointment, and then only in 
accordance with the fHrovisioxm of law. But when a Bishop is susf 
pended, or informed that it is the wish or will of the General Confers 
ence that he cease to perform the functions of Bishop, for doing what 
the law of the same body allows him to do> and of course without ia« 
ourring the hassard of punishment, or even blame, then the whole pro* 
eedure becomes an outrage upon justice, as well as law. 

The assumption ai power by the General Conference beyond th# 
warrant of law, to which we object, and against which we protest, wiQ.^ 
lead, if carried into practice, to a direct violation of one of the restrict 
tive rules of the constitution. Suppose it had been the "sense" o^ 
this General Conference, when the late communication from the Bishops 
was respectfully submitted to the Conference, that such communicatiQii 
was an interference with theirrights and duties — an attempt to tamper 
with the purity and independence, and therefore an outrage upon thf 
claims and dignity of the (Conference not to be borne with. And pror 
ceeding a step further, suppose it had been the '* sense" of the Coof 
ferenco that they all desist from performing the functions itf Bishopf 
until the " impediment" of such offence had been removed— rassume ihi% 
(and, so far as mere law is poncenied, no law being violated in either 
caae, it was just as likely as the movement against Bishop Ai^rew») 
and had it taken place, what had become of the general supenntendeooy t 
If a Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church may, without law,. and 
at tho inst^mice of mere party expediency, be siiaj[»eaddd from* the 
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taezcise of the apprapriate tocipoiift of h» offiSotQ, fer oflw aeC, lie nmj 
for anoUier. Admit this doctrine, and by what tenure de tlte Btsbope 
4iold office ? Oiie thing ia certain, whaterev other tenure there may 
he, they do not hold c^ce according to law. 

The prorisione ef law and the faithful perfonnance of duty, npoa 
this theory oi official tenure, affi)rd no security. Admit this claim of 
jibsolutism^ as regarda right and powers on the part of the General 
Conference^ and the Bishops of tlvs Melodist Bpiseopal Church are 
alaves, and the men constitttting this body their masters and holders. 
They are in office only at the discretion of a majority of the Genenil 
Conference, without the restraints or protection of law. Bodi the law 
and themselves are liable and likely at any time to be overborne and 
tramjded upon together, as exemplified in the case of Bishop Andrew. 
If the doctrine against which we protest be admitted, the ^ieeopal 
office is, at best, but a quadrennial term of sendee, and the undersigned 
are compelled to think that a man who would remain a Bishop, or wow 
himself to be made one, under such circumstances, ** desires a good 
work," and is prepared for self'saerijiee, quite beyond the con^rehension 
af ordinary piety. 

^ As it regards Bishop Andrew, if it shaQ be made to appear that the 
action in his case was intended only to advise and request him to desist 
4fom his office, it does not in any way affect thdreal or relative chturacter 
of the movement. When a body claiming the right to compel, asks 
^e. resignation of an officer, the request is to all official and moral pur- 
^ses campulsery^ as it loads the officer with disability, and gives notice 
'of assumed unwoithiness, if not criminality. The request has all the 
foree of a mandate, inasmuch as the officer is by such request eom* 
polled either to resign or remain in oflke contfary to the known will 
<tf the majority^ A simple request, therefore, under the eircumscances 
supposed, carries with it all the force of a decree, and is so understood^ 
it is believed, by all the world. 

* To re(]^est Bishop Andrew to iresign, therefore, in view of all the 
facts and relatione of the case, was, in the judgment ef the minority^ 
10 punish and degrade him ; and diey mfaiatain that the whole move- 
bient was without authority of law, is hence of necessity nuH and 
void, and ihereibre not binding upon Bishop Andrew, or the romority 
protesting against it. 

V 6. We protest against the act of the majority, instructing Bishoqi^ 
Andrew to desist from the exercise of his office, not merely on account 
Df the iiijustice and evil connecting with die act itself, but because 
the act must be understood as the exponent of principles and purposes, 
m it regards the union of the north and south in the Methodist Episco* 
pal Church, well nigh de8tro3ring all hope of its perpetuity. The true 
^sition of the parties in rela^on to a long-existing ^onventtonal 
arrangement, on the subject oi slavery and aboMtion, has been fully 
imder tiotiee ; and when men of years and wisdom, exp^ience and 
learaing^men of no common weight of tharaeter, and with a well'' 
eamed aristocracy of church influence thrown' about them, assume add 
declare, in action as well as debate, that what a plain law of the church 
^^'•ihe enly law applicable in the eaae^-eustaimni and enforced, too, by 
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an eipkii«tory40pr6e bf t)»9 body, at actions session — &ctcl^f slisll 
not be a disqualifioatiotL to office, la any grade in the ministry— when 
8uch men, the law and decbion of the General Conference notwith- 
standing, ^xe he(a^decUri»g.that what law provides for and protecik 
nevertheless always has been and tdways shaM he a disqualification, what 
iiirther evidence is wanting to show mat the campriomise basis bfuniok, 
from which the south has never swerved, has heen abandoned both by the 
northern and middle Conferences, with a few exceptions in the^atter, 
and that principles and purposes are entertained by the majority ,^ying </ 
the south to exl^eme action, in defence both of their rights and reputan- 
tionO And ho^ far the k>ng train of eventful sequences, attendant upon 
the threatened tesult of division, may be tr^eabie to the northern aot 
pniddle Cenferences^ by the issue thus provoked, is a quesdon to b^ 
settled not by us, but by our cotemporaries and posterity. 

It is matter of history, with regard to the* past, and will n6t be 
questioned, that now, as focm^y, ^ south is upon the basis of the Dis** 
cfpline, on the subject of slavery. The minority believe it equally 
certain that this is not true with regard to the north proper especially. 
In view, then, of the unity of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
party has been, in equity, entitled to the sympathy and protection of 
the middle and umpire Conferences ? those who through good and evil 
report have kept good faith and adhei«d to law, or those whose opinions 
and purposes have led them to seek a state df things in advance of law, 
flEud tfai4S dishonour its forms and sanctions ? 

7. In proportion as the minority aj^reciate and cling to the unity 
of ^e Methodist Episcopal Church, they are bound, further, to except 
to the position of the majority, in this controversy. Allow that Bisfaon 
Andrew, without however any infringement of law, is, on account of 
his connection with slavery, unacceptable in the northern Conferences! 
It is equidly known to the majority that any Bishop of the church, 
either violat&ug, or submitting to a violation of the compromise charter of 
uni<m between the north and the south, without proper and public remon* 
itf ranee, cannot be acceptable in ^e soudi, and need not appear there. 
By pressing the issue in question, thereibre, the majority virtually 
dissolve the government of the Methodist episcopal Cnurch, because 
in every Constitutional aspect it is sundered by so crippling a co-ordi<^ 
Bate branch of it as to destrc^ the iiinerant general superintendence 
altogether. Whenever it is clearly ascertained that the compromise 
law of the church, regulating slavery and abolition, is abandoned, every 
Bishop, each of the venerable and excellent men who now adorn the 
church and its counsels, ceases to be a general Superintendent: the 
law of union, the principle of gravitation, binding us together, is dis- 
solved, and ^e general sUperintendency of the Methodist Episcopal 
Churoh is no more 1 

8. The south have^ not been led thus to protest merely because of 
&e treatment received by Bishop Andrew, or the kindred action of this 
body in other matters. The abandonment of the (Compromise — ^the. 
<lfficial refusal by the majority, as we have understood them, to abid6' 
An arbitrament of law — ^is their principal ground of complaint a.nrf 

If ih^ minority have not entirely misunderstt)od the^ 
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majority, Che abolition and anti-slareiy principles of the north win no 
longer allow them to submit to ^e law of the Discipfine on the general 
subject of slavery and abolition ; and if this'be so, if the compromise 
law be either repealed or allowed to remain a dead letter, ^ swUk 
umnot submit J tmd the absolute necessity of dwision is atready dateiT) 
And should the exigent circttmstanees in woieh the minority find them^ 
selves placed, by the facts and developments alluded to in this remon- 
strance, render it finally necessary that the southern Conferences should 
have a separa^^ independent existence, it is hoped that the character 
and services of the minority, together with the numb«9 and claims of 
the ministry and membership of the portion of &e church represented 
by them, not less than similar reasons and considerations on the part 
4>f &e northern and middle Conferences, will suggest the high moral 
fitness of meeting this great emergency with strong and steady purpose 
to do justice to ail concerned. And it is believed that, approaching 
the subject in this way»it will be found practics^le to devise and adopt 
such measures and arrangements, present and prospective, as will 
secure an amicable division of the church upon the broad principles 
of right and equity, and deatined to result in the common good of the 
great body of ministers and members found on either a^e the Un* 
ef sep€ara$um. 
. Signed l^ the following delegates, viz. : — 

Kentucky Conference — H. B. Baseom, Wm. Gunn, H. H. Kavanaugb, 
E.. Stevenson, B. T. Crouch, G. W. Brush. Mi«^«iri— W. W. Red- 
man, W. Patton, J. C. Berryman, J. M. Jameson. Holston — ^E. F. 
Sevier, S. Fatten, T. Stringfield. Tennessee^R. Paine, J. B. MTer* 
rin, A. L. P. Green, T. Madden. North Caroiina^-^. T: Blake, J. 
Jameson, P. Deub. Ohio — E. W. Sehon. Memphis^G, W. D. Har- 
ris, S. S. Moody, W. M'Mahan, T. Joyner. Arkansas^}. C. Parker, 
W. P. Batcliflfe, A. Huntw. Virginia^J. Early, T. Crowder, W, A. 
Smith, L. M. Lee. Mississippi — W. Winans, B. M, Drake, J. Lane, 
G. M. Rogers. Philadelphia'-'l. T. Cooper, W. Cooper, T. J. Thomp- 
son, Henry White. Texas— *h. Fowler.^ lUinois — ^rf. C. Berr3rman, J. 
Stamper. Alabama — J. Boring, J. Hamilton, W. Murrah, G. (rarrett. 
Georgia-^G, F. Pierce, W. J. P^rks, L. Pierce, J. W. Glenn, J. E. 
Evans, A. B. Longstreet. South CaroHna-^yf. Capers, W. M. Wight- 
man, C. Bette, S. Dunwody, H. A. C. Walker. NeuhJersey—t. Sove- 
reign» T. NeaL 

I.— DR. BASCOM'S LETTEE. 
Rev. Bishops Soule^ Hedding, Wcn^h, and Morris :«* 

Mt Dsar Brbthren,-oTW part of the Proiesty presented to the 
Creneral Conference yesterday, which relates to the £ishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church maintaining the compromise law of the 
Discipline, on the subj,ect of shmery and i^tlton, was intended as the 
declaration of a principle, to which it is the purpose of the south to ad^ 
here; but was not intended to convey the idea, that any^member of 
the existing bench of Bishops was in any way deliilquent with regard 
to the law of the chnrch in question. If any such impresMon has bewa 
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B, in an7 quarter, it is deeply regretted. It is the ot>imon of the 

writer and ugners of the Protest alluided to, that the Bishops addressed 
in this communication haVe^ at di&rent times, and in different forms, 
sufficiently declared themselves on the subject under notice ; and so far 
from intending to impugn the Bishops in any way, the minority signing 
the Protest are ready at all times to endorse the purity and impartiality 
with which they have maintained and enforced the law and doctrine 
of the church, on the subject of slavery and abolition. 

In behalf of the southern delegations signing the Protest, very truly 
and respectfully, H. B. Bascok. 

New-York, June 7, 1844. 



K^-HEPLY TO THE PROTEST. - 

Report cf the Committee appointed to prepare a Statement of the Facts 
connected toith the Proceedings in the Case of Bishop Andrew, 

The committee appointed to prepare a statement of the facts in the 
case of Bishop Andrew, and to examine the Protest of the minority, 
regret that the circumstances under which they have been compelled 
to act have prevented their preparing so complete a report as the im- 
portance of the subject demands. The Protest was not placed under 
their command until Friday afternoon, and immediately afterward two 
of the original committee had to withdraw, one of them being ill, and 
the other having been elected Bishop ; nor were their places supplied 
until Saturday evening. It is under these disadvantages, and amid the 
pressure ofamportant Conference business, that they have been re* 
quired to prepare a document in relation to some of the most important 
questions that have ever engaged the attention of the church. It. is 
believed, however, that the following statement of law and facts will 
be a sufficient notice of the Protest which has been referred io them. 

As the proceedings of the General Conference in the case or Bishop 
Andrew were not judicial, its decision has gone forth to the public 
unaccompanied by the reasons and facts upon which this action was 
founded. This deficiency is but partially supplied by the published 
reports of the debate on the subject. The speakers who advocated 
the resolution were restrained by a praiseworthy delicacy from all 
avoidable allusions which might give pain to the respected individual 
concerned, or awaken unpleasant emotions in any quarter. It is but 
natural that, under these circumstances, some misunderstanding should 
prevail as to the merits of the case. The following statement, it is 
believed, contains nothing, at least so far as facts are concerned, 
which will not be cheerfully confirmed by all parties, and will throw 
li^t upon the true position of the authors of the Protest. 

From the first institution of the Episcopacy of the Methodist Epk- j 

copal Church, no slaveholder has been elected to that dignity, though, 

^ in several instances, candidates, otherwise eminently fitted for the sta^ 

tion, have failed of success solely on account of this impediment.^ 

Since the period referred tp, nine Bishops have been elected^ who' 
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w«r9 n^ti^Oft of the: United States. Of tkene otfy, iSaet have htm 
HOjrtheirB mei^ «:faile dz were natives o£«laveholding states. . Not oiie» 
lu>wever> was. a siaveholder; a remarkable .fact, wMch shows Veiry 
cleartjy tha( while moch more than their just olaim has been conceded 
to tlie slaveholdiog portions of the church, a decided and unifi^m re- 
plignaDce has, from the first, been felt and manifested to the occupancy 
of that high office by a slaveholder. 

It is known and aoknowledged l^ aU southern broken, that Bishop 
A<n4rew was nominated by the delegates from the South Carolina and 
Georgia Conferences, as a southern candidate for whom northern men 
might 70te, without doing violence to their principles, as he was no 
slaveholder. Bishop Andrew himself perfectly understood the ground 
of his election, and often said that he was indebted to his poverty for 
his promotion. Since the year 1832, the anti-slavery sentiment in the 
qburch, as well as in the whole civilized world^, has constantly and 
rapidly gained ground ; and within the last year or two it has been 
roused to a special and most earnest opposition to the introduction of 
a slaveholder into the episcopal office — ^an event which many were led 
to fear, by certain intimations published in the Southern Christian 
Advocate, the Richmond Christian Advocate, and perhaps some other 
Methodist periodicals. This opposition produced the profonndest 
anxiety through most of the non-slaveholding Conferences. The sub- 
ject was discussed everywhere, and the dreaded event universally 
deprecated as the most fear Ail calamity that ever threatened the 
church. Many Conferences instructed their delegates to use all pos- 
sible means to avert such an evil. Other Conferences, and many 
diousand laymen, sent up petitions and memorials to the same eflfect 
to the present General Conference. Such was the state of sentiment 
and of apprehension in the northern portion of the church, when the 
delegates to the General Conference learned, on reaching this city, 
thai Bishop Andrew had become a slaveholder. This profound grief, 
the utter dismay, which was produced by thi6 astounding intelligence; 
ean be fully appreciated only by those who have participated in the 
distressing scenes which have since been enacted in the General 
Conference. 

' When the first emotions of surprise and sorrow had so far subsided 
as to allow of sober thought and inquiry, it was ascertained that Bishop 
Andrew had been a slaveholder for several years. Soon after his 
election to the Episcopacy, a lady of Aiigusta bequeathed him a female 
^ve, on condition that she should be sent to Libeiriisi at nineteen years 
of age, if her consent to emigrate could be obtained— otherwise she 
was to be made as free as the laws of Georgia would permit. She re- 
fused to emigrate, has since married, and is now enjoying all the pri- 
vfleges 4prOvided for in the will of her former mistress : — she is, and 
must be, a slave — «he and her children — and liable to all that may 
befall slaves. Another slave Bishop Andrew has inherited from the 
toother of his former wife, and by his recent marriage he has become 
the owner of (it was said on the floor of the General Conference) 
fourteen oj- fifteen more. These belonged to Mrs. Andrew in her own 
nght before her marriage. That act, according to the laws of Geot- 



dEk, made tbem the property of Bisbop Andmw; tokeepdr dn^se of as 
Ee pleas^ed. He conveyed them to a trustee, for ^e joiiiruse of him- 
self and wife, of whom the surTxvor is to be the sole o^ner. This 
oonveyance was made for the security of Mrs. Andrew, and with fio 
view either to satisfy or to mislead the opinioi^s of the n<»them church. 
So much) at least. Bishop Andrew vtras understood to say to die Coil- 
fer^coi His known integrity forbids the su^icion that he wooid 
attempt to disguise the real character of the transaction ; and the fact 
that the earnings of the slaves^ as w^ as ^e reversionary tide to them, 
are his, demonstrates that this arran^ment was not made with ai^ 
view to satisfy the weU*known sentiments of the church againsta 
slaveholding Bishop. It is manifest from diis statement, which is be- 
lieved to be strictly correct, that Bishop Andrew's connection widi 
slavery is — ^not as the Protest intimates, merely an '* assumption," but 
that be is the owner of slaves, in the full and {»oper sense of that term.^ 
* His title was acquired by bequest, by inheritance, and by marriage,' , 
whi^h are by far the moat common grounds of ownership in slaves. 
All the usual and necessary conditions of slavery have their fulfil- 
ment in the relation of these persons to Bishop Andrew, Their ^- 
bour and their earnings are subject to his control, and inure to his 
benefit and that of his family. They are now liable, or they may be 
hereafter, to be sdd ; they and their offs}»4ng are doomed, as the case 
now stands, to a bondage that is perpetual, and they are liable alttl 
likely to descend to his heirs. Beyond all reasonable doubt, the con- 
dition of Bishop Andrew's slaves will be attended, while he lives, witli 
ail the^ alleviations — ^and these are many and greai>-^which a very be- 
nevolent and Christian master can provide. Still it must be slaveiy. 
In the view of the law of the land, arid of the law of the Discipline, 
in all its more weighty and permanent consequences to the bondmait, 
it is and must be slavery. . It was said repeatedly on the floor of the 
Conference, that the deed of trust had put it quite beyond 'Bfehop 
Andrew's power to free his slaves, even if there were no other obstacle. 
So then, should the stringent laws of Georgia against emancipation 
be relaxed or repealed by her next legislature) the rule of the Disci- 
pline, which would then become imperative on Bishop Andrew, could: 
not, and would not, be satisfied, and the church must still have a 
slaveholding Bishop, in spite, not only of its known will, but of itte 
standing lawB. 

It was the almost unanimous opinion of the delegates from the noi- 
slavehoMing Conferences that Bishop Andrew could not continue to 
exercise his episcopal functions under existing circumstances, withottt 
producing results extensively disastrous to the church in the north*; 
and from this opinion the brethren of the south did not dissent. Pdr 
a while the hope was entertained that the difficulty would be quietly 
removed by his resigning his office, which it was known he had pre- 
viously desired to do. But this hope was dissipated by the intelli- 
gence that the delegates ftom the Conferences in the slaveholding 
states had been coi^vened, and that they had unanimously advised hii^ 
not to resign. Various efforts were then made in private to devise 
some meth6d to relieve the case, but they all proved abortive, and 
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BOtiiiBg remained but that it most come before the General Confer* 
jence. The Bishops themselres, in their united Address to the Con- 
. ference, had urged it to ascertain whether there has been any^depart- 
mre J&om the essential principles " of the general itinerant superin- 
tendency," and had declared of that superintendency that <* the j^lan 
of its operation is general, enAraeing the whole u>orh in eentteetwfuH 
order, and net diocesan, er sectional. Consequently any division of the 
work into districts, or otherwise, so as to create a particular charge, 
with any other view» or in any order, than as a prudential measure to 
secure to all the Conferences l^e annual visits of the Superintendents, 
would be an innovation on the system'' — ^ihat "our superintendency 
must he itinerant, and not local r^-^that " it was wisely provided in the 
system of Methodism, from its very foundation, that it should be the 
duty of the Superintendents ' to traoel through the connection at large J** 
^ The question then presented itself, how the case of Bishop Andrew 
' could be so disposed of as to preserve this itinerant general superin- 
tendency ? If the General Conference had even been disposed to 
-dvade it, the consideration of it was f(»rced upon them by the episco- 
pal Address itself. 

A diversity of sentiment existed as to the pr<^r method of treating 
the case. 

, Some, at least, believed — perhaps few doubted, that sufficient ground 
e^ted for impeachment on a charge of " improper conduct" under ^e 
^ express provisions of the Discipline. The opinion was certainly 
entertained in several quarters that it was " improper" for the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of eleven hundred thousand souls either deliberately 
.ttr heedlessly to place himself in direct and irreconcilable conflict with 
^tne known and <;herished moral sentiments of a large majori^ of his 
.vast flock. Such, however, was the prevalence of moderate counsels, 
that no proposal was made either- to impeach or pimish, and such the 
controlling influence of forbearance and kindness, that it is believed 
.not one word was uttered during the entire debate of nearly a fortnight 
derogatory to the character, or justly offensive to the feelings, of 
Bishop Andrew. The transaction which had brought such distress 
.upon the church, and threatened such extensive ruin, was dealt with 
merely as a fact — as a practical difliculty — ffor the removal or pallia- 
tion of which it was the duty of the General Conference to provide. 
It was in this spirit, and for such ends, that the following preamble > 
wi resolution were passed :-*-^ 

<^ Whereas, the Discipline of our church forbids the doing anything 
calculated to destroy our itinerant general superintendency, and where- 
as Bishop Andrew has become connected with slavery by marriage 
and otherwise, and lihis act having drawn after it circumstances which 
4n the estimation of the General Conference will greatly embarrass 
be exercise of his office as an itinerant general Superintendent, if not 
in some plapes entirely prevent it ; therefore, 

" Resolved, That it is the sense of this Genend Conference that he 
Resist from the exercise of this office so long as this impedimeat re- 
ixiains. • J. B. Fikley, 

J. M. TjwiWLn." 



The action of Ike General Conference was neither judicial nor 
{lunitiTe. It neither achieves nor. intends a deposition, nor so much 
as a legal suspension. Bishop Andrew is still a Bishop ; and should 
be, against the expressed sense of the General Conference, proceed 
in the discharge of his functions, his official acts would foe valid. 

Such are the facts in the case of Bishop Andrew. We now proceed 
to notice the law. > Nearly all the objections raised in the Protest 
against the action of the General Conference may be reduced to two, 
viz., that that body has violated the constitutional tod the statutory law 
of the church. That it has violated the cdnstitutional Jaw the Protest 
attempts to prove by representing its late action as a breach of what it 
cdSs '^ the compromise law of the church on the subject of slavery;** 
meaning, as is supposed, the section on slavery, particularly that para- 
• graph which relates to travelling preachers. The entire language on 
diis subject is evidently formed so as to make the impression on any 
reader not intimately acquainted with the history and Discipline of th^ 
Methodist Episcopal Church, that there has been some period (whether 
1804 or 1816 does not clearly appear from the Protest) when the ques- 
tion of slavery was settled in the Methodist Episcopal Church as it 
was in the general government at the adoption of the federal constitu- 
tion, — ^that "the confederating Annual Conferences," *' after a vexed 
and protracted negotiation,'* met in convention, and the section on sla- 
very *<wa8 finally agreed to by the parties after a long and fearful 
struggle," as " a compact," " a treaty," which cannot be altered by the 
General Conference until certain constitutional restrictions are removed. 
So that now any interference on the part of that body with the ques- 
tion of slavery in the southern Conferences is as unconstitutional as it, 
is admitted would be the interference of the general government with 
the question in the southern states. 

After the boldness with which this doctrine is advanced, and the 
confidence with which it is relied upon as "the first and principal 
gtound occupied by the minority in this Protest," it will be difficult for 
the uninitiated to believe, that it is as unfounded in fact as it is inge- 
nious in its " legal casuistry." It is indeed true, that the question of 
shivery had been long and anxiously agitated in the church, and the 
various General Conferences had endeavpured to adjust the matter so 
as to promote the greatest good of all parties ; but this very fact goes 
to disprove the position assumed in the Protest : for as the attention 
of the church had been thus strongly called to the subject, if it had 
been the intention to guard the question of slavery by constitutional 
{provisions, it would have been done when the church actually did 
meet to frame a constitution. But nothing of the kind appeays. For 
when, ill 1808, it was reserved that the General Conference instead of 
eonsistiiig, as before, of all the travelling elders, should be a delegated 
bi>dy, and when it was determined that that body (unlike the general 
government, which has no powers but such as are expressly con- 
tenred) should have all powers but such as are expressly taken away, 
«^when this vast authority was about to be givei^ to the General Cdn* 
ference^ among "the limitations and restrictions" imposed, there i^m^ 
meMmrd an i&e mibj$c^ nf sknmy ; nor was any attmaupt nwd^ to wirm^ 



4kce any such restrietion. The only pavi»ioB My^b^EO eataUBllied 
by that General Coaference of conaj^itutioBal finr^^ Wjas the feitend 
lule forbidding the buying and selling of human beings with an inten- 
tion to enslave them. So that^ in direct opposition to the assertion of 
the Protest, we maintain that the section on slavery is ^' a mere .legis- 
lative enacMnent, a simple decree of a General Conference," as much 
vndor its control as a^iy other portion of the DiiscipUne not covered by 
the- restrictive rules^ If additional proof of the truth of this position 
were needed it might be adduced in the fact that that section which 
the Protest represents to have be^a. settled in 1BD4, Wiss not only 
altered at the General Conference or convention of 1.808, but also at 
the ddegated General Confer^ces.of 1812, 1816, 1890, and 1824. 
And although .the Protest speaks of it as <V«,mi% kiunim** by the name 
of " the comj^omise act," the greater part of this. General Conference 
have never heard either that appellation or that character ascribed to 
it until the present occasion. 

But altlmgh this General Conference. cannot adinit^that any portion 
of the section on slavery is constitutional in its character, and &ere- 
ibre could not under any circumstances allow the impul&tion of the 
Protest that they have violated the constitution of the church, yet thev 
do admit that it is law — law too which the Gei^eral Conference (though 
possessing full powers in the premises) has never altered except at 
the above periods, and then, in each instance, for the further indul- 
gence of the south. The question then comes up, whether this Gen- 
eral Conference, as the Protest maintains^ has in effect suddenly re- 
versed the legislMion of the church, not indeed by altering the law, 
but by practically disregarding it. The portion of the law particularly 
in question is the following paragraph :—* 

" When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a ^ve oar 
slaves, by any means, he shall forfeit his ministerial character in our 
church, unless he execute, if it be practicable, a le^ emancipation of 
such' slaves, conformably to the laws of the state in which he lives." 

This it is alleged fully covers the case of Bishop Andrew, and 
therefore he ought to have been left in the quiet and unquestioned en- 
joyment of his rights. Were it even true, that proceedings, eithJst 
judicial or " extra-judicial," have been had in his case^ we shoiild not 
hesitate to join issue here, and maintain that this law does not protect 
him. The Protest asks, *' Is there anything in the law or its reasons 
creating an exception in the instance of Bishops ?" We answer, There 
Is in. both. So far as judicial {nroceedings are concerned, the' Discf- 
pline divides the church into four clasaes, private; members, }o<al 
preachers, travelling preachers, and Bishops ; and establishes distinct 
^ibtinals, and difierent degrees of responsibility for each. The sec*- 
tfa)n on slavery applies only to officon of Ae chim^h, and therefore 
jparivate membeors are not named at all, but special provision is made 
in the ease of local and travelling preachers. How happens it that 
Bishops are not named at alH Are they necessarily included in tfa^ 
tkle ** traveUitig preachers ?" In common parianee they may sometimes 
be thus designated, but in the Discipline it is not so Understood, ev«a 
im regard to matters muojb iess^unportant tban tlus^in eiadeace of whieii 



w&' nedd only advert io the fact, tHat the Oeheml Coaferenoe <^' I8?0 
did not consider ^at the allowance of Bishc^s was provided for under 
the general title of ** trarelling preachers," and they therefore inserted 
^om accordingly. To eseplain why no mention is made of ** Bishops,^ 
it is not necessary, as the Protest supposes, '*to slander th^ virtuous 
dead of the north,^* as if Uiey excluded them intentionally " hy a resoit 
Io deceptive and dishonourable means." It is a much more' natural 
wd reasonable explanation, that at that d^y, when the church could 
hardly tolerate slavery in any class of the ministry, *' the virtiious dead" 
both of the north and of the south did not dream that it would ever find 
its way into the Episcopacy. 

But though the language of the law does not include Bishops, yet if 
^e *^ reason" and spirit of it did, we might be disposed to allow them 
Iho benefit of it. But this is not the case. The whole tenor of the 
Discipline oi the Methodist Episcopal Church is adverse to slavery. 
Even the Protest has admitted (inreconeilable as the admission is with 
another portion of ^e same instrument) that, at the time of the alleged 
^'.compact/' '*the whole church by common consent united in proper 
«fi(nrt for the thitigcdion 4md final renwval of the evil of slavery." But 
let the Disdpiine speak for itself. The mildest form in which the 
questicm at the head of the section on slavery has ever been etpressisdy 
is the present} namely, '^ What shall be done for the etttitpaiian of the 
evil of slavery?" And the very Conference of X804, which etiaoted 
th/e so-called ^^ ooaipromise law," as well as that (^ 1800, whieii the 
paragraph relating to travelling preachers was really adopted, were 
each convened under a request fbom the preceding General Confer** 
eiiee> that the whole church would aid that body in obtaining ^fuB 
light in 6rder to take furtlier steps toward the eradicating thistnormcmg 
0ml from that part of the church of God to which they are united." 
it is obvious, thorefore, that .connection with slavery is toleirated no 
fiirther than seems necessary. In the base of ordinary travelKng 
pceachers their appeared to be a necessity for some indulgence. .Tke/y 
night become owners of slaves in the providence of God ; 4he lawii of 
Ae states aiig^t not aUow emancipation ; aiad they had vl» po^crr Q^ 
choose their own f^ee of residence. But no sttdi " reiason" eouid 

Sy to a Bishop, for he has always been, allowed to lite Where hA 
BOS. Again : travelling preachers incumbered with slaves labeor 
among people axmiarly sitoated, and who would not, liierefi»ie, b^ 
likely to object to them on that account. But a Buhc^, by thW eongi^ 
^tum of the churchy i» required to labour in every part of the connec* 
tion ; and in by far die larger portion of it the services of a ^vehold^ 
lag Bishop would not, be acceptable. So, here again die <^ reason'^ ol 
Ibe case ooes not apply, to a Bishop. There is not, theteforO) a^ the 
KotesA so roundly asserts^ any "express" or "specific Ipw** in the 
edse ; aiid therefoie, as the Protest itself adndts, " in the absence of 
hm it might be oompetent for the Genetal Conference to act oft/ocher 
grounds." With due failinre to prove any " specific law" aathoristng 
a Bisbop to hold slate property, the third and fourth argutftents df the 
PjNitest, which are founded. on thie assuti^oib^ fail also. 
B^t^perhsfa^ b isaot saeuich the law of the Disei|dine whieli> tb^ 
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Protest cIMma to cover Bisliop Andrew, as tbe l^sw dtibe knd Par 
it declares, '* The rights of the legal owners of slares in all the slave* 
holding states are guarantied by the Constituttcm of the United States^ 
and by the local constitutions of the states respectively, as die si^reme 
law of the land, to which every minister and member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, within the limits of the United States government, 
professes subjection, and pledges himself to submit, as an^ article of the 
Christian faith, in the common creed of the church." If by this is 
meant that the law (^ Ae land allows citizens to hold slaves, It is ad* ^ 
mitted. But so also it allows them to keep theatres and grog-shops, 
so that this is no ground of argument. But if.it meaii that the law of 
the land requires citizens to keep slaves,' (the only interpretation which 
can make the argument available,) it is denied. And until it can be 
shown that the Methodist Episcopal Church by its action, legislative, 
judicial, or executive, requires any citizen to do what the law of the 
land requires him not to do, it is unjust to attempt to get up popidar 
clamour against it, as if it came in conflict with the civil authority. 

This course of reasoning has been pursued thus far, liot so much be- 
cause it was deemed necessary for the vindication of the Conference, as 
to avoid sanctioning, by silence, the erroneous exposition which the 
Protest presents of the constitution and the law of the church. For 
it has been already seen that Bishop Andrew has been subjected to no 
trial, and no penalty has been inflicted. At present, it is plain Uiat 
the Conference has done nothing to depose, or even suspend Bishop 
Andrew. His name will appear in official publications with those of 
jdie other Bishops, and with them he will derive his support from the 
funds of the church. In order to make out that the General Confer* 
«nce had no right to take such action as they have in Bishop Andrew's 
case, the^ authors of the Protest have been driven to the necessity of 
claiming for the Methodist Episcopacy powers and prerogatives never 
advanced before, except l^ Uiose who wished to make it odious, and 
which have always been repudiated by its chosen champions. The 
Protest maintains that " the Epicopacy is a co-ordinate branch ei the 
^vedmrnent;" for which no argument is adduced save this — ^that it is, 
UL general, the province of Bishops to ordain Bishops. A suffident 
answer to which may be found in the principle of Methodist polity, 
alated in Ae Address of the Bishops to the present General Con« 
fereace, that orders (the principle applies to Bishops, though not 
expressly named, as well as to elders and deacons^ are "conferred" 
by ih» election, and only *^ confirmed" by the ordmation: and that 
Hrhen the election has been made, the Bishop "has no discretional 
tothoiity ; but is under obl/igaHon to ordain the person elected, whaV 
Of er may be his own judgment of his qualifica.tions.'' And if all 
the Bishi^ should re-fuse to ordain the person elected by the 
General Conference, that body would unquestionably have the right 
to .appoint any ^ee elders to ordain^ him, as is provided ^^in case 
there be no Bishop remaining in our church." The Protest declaies, 
that f* the Biriiops are, beyond doubt, an integral, constituent part of 
the General Conference, made such by law and the oonstitution.'* 
)f . Ae words ** General Conferenee" be not a SMre clerical eiror, the 
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MMenion is airflleiently Tefnted byrthe anftwer in the JXBiA^rx9 to iHer 
miestion, <*Who shall compose the 'Gren^al Conference ?"' and by 
me practice of the Bishops themselves, who disclaim a right to give 
even a casting vot.e, or even to speak in General Conference, except 
by permission. The Protest maintains that, *' in a sense by no means 
ummpoitant, the G^eral Conference is as much the creature of the 
Episcopacy, as the Bishops are the creatures of the Gensoral Confer* 
ence." The proof adduced for which is, that *' constitutionally the 
Bishops alone have the right to fix the time of holding the Annuii} 
Conferences ; and should they refuse, or neglect to do so, no Annual 
Conference could meet according to law ; and, by consequence, no 
delegates could be chosen, and no General Conference could be chosen,- 
or even exist." That is to say, because, for the convenience of the 
Bishops in performing their tour, they are allowed to say at what titne 
in the fear an Annual Conference shall meet ; therefore they have the 
power to prevent such body from meeting at all, though, from its very 
name, it must meet once a year ! — that, by preventing ihe meeting <^ 
Annua) Conferences) they might prevent the organization of any Gene- * 
tsl jponference ; and thus, escaping all accountability for their delin* 
quencies, might continue to lord it over God's heritage, until them- 
•el^os und the church should die a natural death. We can easily 
perceive, were this reasoning legitimate, that the Bishops might de- 
stroy, not only the General Conference, but the church ; but are at a loss 
to discover how it proves that they can create either. We must protest 
^against having any argument of ours adduced as ui&logous to this. 

T^e Protest maintains that " the General Conference has no right, 
power, or authority, ministeriai, judicial, or tidminislrative," in any 
way to sul^ect a Bishop ^to any official disability whatever, without 
the formal presentation of a charge or charges, alleging that the 
Bishop to be dealt with has been guilty of the violation of some law, ^ 
or at least some disciplinary obligation of the church, and also upofl 
conviction of such c^rge, after due form of trial." To those who 
are not familiar with the Methodist economy, this might seem platni* 
Ue. But it is, in reaUty, an attempt to except, from the action of a 
general system, those who, least of all, ought to be excepted. TIm 
cardinal feature of our p<4ity is the Itinerancy. 

To sustain this system, it is essential that the classea should receive 
the leaders that are appointed by the preacher, that the societies should 
receive the preachers that are stationed over them by the Bishops, that 
the Annual Conferences shoidd receive the Bishops ihat are sent to 
them by the General Conference. Unless, therefore, the utmost carei 
be tak!en by those who have authority in the premises, that these partiebf 
shall severally be acceptable to ^ose among whom they labour, diere 
is great danger that those who are injured by sueh neglect may seek 
redress by revolutions^ measures. For this reason the officers of 
the Metho^st Church are subjected regularly to an examination un- 
known, it is believed, among other denominations. Not <Hily is pio^ 
vision made for formal trials, in cases of crimes and misdemeanoro^ 
but there is a special arrangement far the correctum of other obstrfie«r 
tions to official usefulness. At every Annual Conference the ^hanusiMr 
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that of every Bishop. And the object is to ascertaia not mei^^jr 
whetker there is ground for the fwrnal presentation of charges, jtiu 
a view to a regular trial ; but whether th«e is " any objection" — any- 
thing .that might interfere ^ith the acceptance of the officer in question 
among his charge. And it is doctrine novel .and disngerous in the 
M^odist Churchy that such difficulties cannot be corrected, unlesa 
the person objected to be formally arraigned under some specific law, 
^ be found in ihe concise code of the Di6cipline«*r-4ootrine not the 
less dangerous, because it is applied where " Ejections," unin^rtanf 
in others, inight be productive of the most disastrous eonsequences^ 
'Will the Methodist Church sanoti<m the doctrine, th^t while all its 
#tlier officers, of whatever name or degree, aro subjected to a sleepless 
supervision ; ajre counselled, admonished, or changed, ^ as^ecesaity 
may xequire, and as the Discipline directs," a Bish<m, who decides 
all questicms of law in Annual Conferences; who, of.Ss m^e motion 
1^ will, contmls the work and the destiny of four thousand ministe'rs; 
.. who appoints and changes at pleasure the spiritual guid^ of four 
miliions of souls; that the depository ojf these vast powers, w^ose 
slightest indiscretions or omissions are likely to disturb the harmony, 
^d even impair the efficiency of our mig^y system of operations, 
enjoys a virtual impunity for all delinquencies or misdoings not atricUy 
eiiminaj? , » 

It, is believed that an attempt to ostahlish auoh an. episcopal su-^ 
premacy would fill not only a part, but the whole of the church '' with* 
d^nm and dismay*" But this doctrine is not more at: variance i^itb 
ib^ genins of Methodic than it is with the express language of the 
Sfis^^ipiine, and the exposition of it by all otur standard wiit^ns. The 
constitution of the church provides that "the General Conference 
^ftfi have full powers to make rules and regulations for our church,'' 
tndtf six "limitations. and restrictions," among which tbe only one re^ 
hting^to the Episcopacy is this : " They shall not change or alter say 
pait', or i:ule of our goa^emment, so as to do away Episcopacy,. or de^ 
etroy the ^oxk of oax itineiaat general superintendency." As there in 
anihing ia the restrictive rules io limit the full po.wers.of the General 
Conference in the premises^eo is there nothing in the special provisioD 
iQjtoeeting &e reepons^41i^ of a Bishop. In i^ly to the question,' 
*.To^ wboo)^ is a Bishop amenable for his conduct t" the Discipline 
Aeidai<9a, " To Ihe Genwcal Coaferencey who have power^ to expel him 
far improper cOi||»d»et, if tihey /see it aeceiisary."r And this, be it remera^ 
hexed, is all th^ ia said respecting the jurisdiction over ia' Bisiiop, widi 
the exceptien of a rule for his trial,, in the interval ef a Generid Con* 
foence, if be be guilty of inunofaUly. In full accordance with the 
ffcua meaning xxf these pnovisMwa is the language of ail the standard 
wqri(«rs on Methodist polity. 

- . bishop Ewcnyr-^-a man of whom itr is no ii^tioe to the living or the 
deaii to snyi i^t he was a chief omafltonvand Hght d* our Episcopaoy ; 
^katibe biioiight to the investigaticm of all ecelesEiastical subjects a cod, 
sagaeious, powerful, pH»etical intellefst*-^uUy sustains die positioas w4 
iNmtasMiaied in b^iatf of the :po wesrs <^ the Oenendi Ooafecspiee evor 
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4ie KAttptt.of dOE johnrolk He givdr aa nnqutifiMl tBB^nt to the 
<UBsmmg passogee ilom did iioten to the Disdiplixie, prepared Ixf 
JBlahops Aebsry akid Coke, at the reqoesc of.the Oenetal Conferenee : 
HThtff (our Bl^ops^ ajre entirely dependant on the' Genend-Oonfer- 
eoQoer '^Iheir power, their usefUbieBs^ themselves, are entirely at tlui 
fuesey of ihe General Confeteaoe." 

. Dr. Emory aise qnotea eome pwsag^s ftom a pamphlet,' hy the Rot. 
John Dickens, which, he says, was published by the vnanimotis request 
lef the Philadelphia Conference, and may be considered as Mispressing 
ihe views both ef that Confereiiee and. of Bishop Asbnry, hi^ intimate 
fnend. . Mr. Dickeois affirms, ^at the Bishops derive their power from 
.the election of the General Conference, and not &om their ordination { 
and that the Conference has, on that ground, power to remove Bishop 
Asburyt ftnd appoint another, ''if they see it necessaryj^ He affirms 
Aat Bishop AAory " d«ired his official power from the Conferenee, 
and therefore his office. is at their disposar^^Mr. Asbnry wito "re- 
jipensible to the General Conference, who had power to remove him, 
tf they saw it necessary ;" '^he-is liable evenr year to be removed." 

The above qnotatioosehow very clearly the sentimentcT of Asborv; 
andCoke,- and Dickens on tM qnestkyh-^Hnen chiefly instrumental m 
laying t)>e foundations of our polity. 

> JElquddy^ dear and satisfoctory is the testimony of ji^other venerable 
Biah(^ wlii. still' lives, in the Ml ^Eercise of his mentd powers and 
benif^aat inflnence^ lo gaide and bless the church,-^^' The Snpeiin^ 
Hsndents now have^no power in the church above that of elders, except 
what is conneoted with prettding* in tHb Conference^ fixing the appoiht^ 
laents of tl^ preachers, and ordsining i*'-^" They are tl^ servants of 
the elders, and go out and execute their commandst'*-^'*'Tfae General 
Conference may eapeia Bsshopnot^only for immoiral, but for * improper^ 
eondnct,' which means a small offence Mow a crime ; fot which not 
even a child or «< slave can be expelled bnt after repeated ^[dmomtionB :^ 
-^*f The travellii^ preachers gave the Bifthop his power, Ihey continue 
it in his haadsi and |)iey can reduce^ limit, or transfer it to other hands, 
IvheQevev th^ see canse.^ < Sneh is thelatogaage of Bishop Hedding, 
wiio^ only eoBbmn in the losderaitei truly MethodKi^ fi^Wsof Bishc^ 
Asbury, Coke, and Emory. 

Ittt^elieved Afaat this !ttatement of the facts, and the law in the case, 
will affi>rd a satis&ctdry answer to all the positions and reasonings 6f 
the Protest ; and, aft^ having thus presented it, the majority are per- 
fectly willing to abide ''the decision of our cotemp^ries, and of 
posterity." They cannot, however, close these remarks, without 
expressing their regret that the minority, not content with protesting 
against the action of the General Conference, as "lawless," as "with- 
out law, and contrary to law," as such " a violation of the compromise 
law" that "the public faith of this body can no longer be relied upon 
as the guarantee for the redemption of the pledge," " that there shall 
be no further curtailment of right as regards ths southern ministry /*^^ 

Sat, not content with thus harshly assailing the proceedings of the 
eneral Conference, they have even refused to the Bishops, whom they 
have invested with such exalted prerogatives, the quiet possession of 
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- ti^n, "thatyiqr BisfaopofflieViiffchyeidier widatiag^OTsobHii^^ 

l!be violalioii <rf thfi ^mmjaommB, ditrter of aaimi be tw et the n^lii 

Md tovth, ;vridiout pioper atid public miiioiiMuiee» evftsot be eeeapl- 

«lei in the iK>utli» mifmdno^ ^T^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^bM be dow |d 
li^Te, that' even their cxnistitoeiite wiH jufltify ikeiv in Acm mtad^ 

^^jdq^NMing, not one Btfhep eii]y» bm mmadf by a pvpoeei whiehds eren 
worse than '^exlra-jedidaL" 

When^all the law* and the facts in the ease, shall haif^ been qmsd 
before an impafftsal oonnimi^, the oiuontf harre no donbt that they 
^fini^'th fei^ipontUidkif ^ Hidsurn/' should asdi an ttih «>py evenl 
take place»'<< wheie in jastiee it htiangtP They will ask, Who first 
intvodaced dayery into th^ Episcopacy ? , Aadthe answer wfll be, H^t 
He QeneMl Qm/mme^. Who opposed theattampt to withdraw it fieoi 
the Episcopacy? Not tk$ Ommd Cm^hnme. Wko lasbted Ihl 
xneasar^ of peace thai was pwpoeedr^^a mSdest that the ease allowad ? 
Notthetm^riiif. Who fiistsonnded the knell of division, and dedared. 
that it wdlA \» imposaiUe knffet to remain under Ae jarisdictioii of 
t|e Methodist EpiaeopalChnr^? Nat tka nu^mtf. 
The pfoposilion for a peacefol sepaniion, (if any musk take plaee,) 

' with which the Protest closes, thon^ strangely al vanaooe with nnidi 
ibat pieeedes^. hu ibeady been met by ib$ General Ooaferenoe. And 

. ih^ r«ad^»e8$ with which that bodty (% arota which weidd doobdess 
haie been unanimoas' but for the Mlief whieh some etttettainad of A» 
ancoBstiiatifiMfty of the measnre) granted all that ik» sontheni brethren 
tbiemselyes. could a^k« in each a& event, mast for.ever stand as a prae^ 
tical ^futatiea of any^assertie^ that, the minority haara beea s]d>|eeted 
to the tyiaiiiy of a mijmty. 

^ .Finally, wo «al»not bat. hope ^t th^ aunoiity, after layiewing iha 
entire aetion of the Ooniereaee, wfli find ^t^ both in dieir Dedaia* 
tion aad their Pnotest, they.hav^ taken too irtrona a view of the caaet 
and that by presenting it in its true light befoia :ueir padpls, they may 
bt aUe to.ehecjceny feeliags of discord that msy^Jbtave siiseB, so thai 
the. Methodist Spiseopsl Chufch SMy still eontinae as one body, 
engaged in its prppet work of M spiaadiag Soriptmod holmeas orar 
these lands.'' 

J. P. Dvamay CMnsaa. 
flaa. PaoK, 
Cnaa. fiUkXOTT. 
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